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LIFE AND LETTEUS 



■W"ASHIS"GTOIs" lEYIKG. 



CHAPTER I. 



rriHE two brotliers left London for Paris on tho 17th 
-*- of August, taking Havi-e in theii" way. Here a 
prospect seemed to open of starting Peter in a safe 
enterprise, as "Wasliington thought, and the following 
letter to William, the last I hare found addressed to 
that hrother, will show with what ready zeal he em- 
barked in it. I do not hesitate to give this letter, be- 
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l^ LIFE AND LETTERS [IHatl. 

cauBe it serves to illustrate one of tlie most beautiful 
traits in his character — his fidelity to the fraternal re- 
lation. " Brotherhood," is his language to rae, in a 
letter many yeai's later, " is a holy alliance made by 
God and imprinted in our hearts, and we should 
adhere to it with religious faith. The more kindly 
and scmpulously we observe its dictates, the happier 
for US." His whole life was an exemplification of this 
sentiment. 

I ought to have mentioned before, that Peter and 
he had occupied the same lodgings in London for about 
a year, during which this brother gave anonymously 
to the world a Venetian tale, taken from the French, 
entitled Giovanni Sbogarro, which he had written at 
Birmingham. It was published in London and in 
!New York, but belonging as it did to a school of fic- 
tion that was passing away under the brilliant advent 
of Seott, its pecuniary success was not very encourag- 
ing. 

[To William Irving'. 

PARts, Sept. 22, 162a 

My Deak Bsotheb : 

I have just drawn two sets of Exchange on you, one at 60 
and anothei' at 90 days for $1,000 each. I presume Peter has 
written at large about the project to promote which these bills 
are drawn. I will, however, give a few particulars. On our 
way from England here we stopped at Havre, where we un- 
expectedly found Mr. Edward Cliurch, who had just put a 
steamboat on the Seine, to run between Havre and Eouen. It 
had made but one trip ; but the prospecte were mo favorable 
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that Mr. Beasley, oui consii], wlio is well ai quiinted witii tlie 
river and its localities liad entered ■warmh mto tlie enterprise 
"We took passage in th" it amboit foi Rouen, nnd were stiuck 
with the popiilousneas of the 1 auks of tin iiier the quantity 
of traffic carried on iipcn jtsivatus md tlib magnificence of the 
Bceneiy. " It appeared to he one of the most advnitageoui 
places possible for steam navigation, both is to pioc inng 
freight and pa&engeis and we hoth at the same time fon 
ceived the idea that a shaip m a new enteipiise of the kind 
wo\ild be a most promising mode of tumm,; a small amount of 
money and some activity of tnlent and cteition to laige ac 
count. It was not hko i nieie landom cxpeiiment foi Mr 
Church, the conductoi tf the enterprise, liid aheady proved his 
capacity by his very successful attempts on the Gaionae The 
circumstance, too, of the parties owning the bo'^t being such 
intimate frienda wis gieatly m fi,\oi of a pirticpation in the 
concern. After our aiiival in Pins, we talked tlie matter over 
with one another and with III Clrauh nnd Peter wrote to 
Beasley. He his smre been at Eonen ind k it present at 
Havre, where, iflei mak ng minute eliminations all which 
tend to confirm us more md more m our antic pations, he lias 
made arrangement foi taking a iliiie m tl e geneiil concern 
(which will include two other boats ibcut to bp built) to the 
amount of ten thousand dollars. I have agi'eed to embark one- 
half of the amount, ($5,000,) which I tnist is not more than 
the value of my literary property in the hands of B. T., and 
shall draw on you to tliat amount. As it will no doubt be in 
advance of the proceeds of my wi-itings, you must avaU your- 
self of them as they come in ; or, if it is necessary to your con- 
u may dispose of the copyrights. 
Q induced to take this share in the enterprise, not from 
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a desire of making laoney for myself, but to enable Peter to 
lay hold of what I consider the hesl, and indeed what ia the 
only chance for getting into fortune's way again, that has pre- 
sented since our disasters. It will once more give him employ- 
ment, and employment to which he is particularly adapted by 
the turn of his mind and his personal activity ; and I think it 
will pay him largely for his trouble. I shall not enter any 
further into the scheme myself, nor shall I take any active part. 
The part we take will be entirely in his name. I shall tui-n 
my attention entirely to literary piirsuite ; and I think I aJiall 
pursue them with more cheerfulness when I see prosperity once 
more dawning around us. 

Peter, who liad the most confident anticipations 
that the entei'prise would prore very lucrative when it 
got into further operation, had just written to his 
brothers "William and John, requesting that one or 
both of them, as they found convenient, should ad- 
vance him a loan of five thousand dollars, (his propor- 
tion,) and either send it to him, or authorize him to 
draw for the amoimt. It is in reference to this appli- 
cation that "Washington adds : " I trast you wiU all 
exert yourselves to launch him fairly in this enterprise, 
which he seems to look upon as his last cast." 

Hie brothel's, however, to whom he made tlie ap- 
peal, were very fai' from seeing the matter in the same 
favorable light. They were annoyed at their remaining 
abroad, and recoiled from the idea of launching tliem 
in an adventure which threatened to prolong their 
stay, without, as they thought, any prospect of advan- 
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tage. With every disposition to promote their true 
interests, therefore, but wishing to frustrate tlie whole 
scheme as far as they were concerned, they refused to 
furnish the capital required, John wrote for further 
explanations to Peter and then declined, while Wil- 
liam, whose health was failing and whose life was soon 
to close, felt himself compelled f« witlihold acceptance 
from the drafts of Washington, that he might not facil- 
itate the fulfilment of a pui'pose "which, in his forebod- 
ing sphit, might only lead anew to sordid entangle- 
ment, without benefiting either him or Peter. " They 
have acted as they thought for my interest," wrote 
Washington to Brevoort, " and were no doubt per- 
suaded that by refusing my drafts they would prevent 
my engaging in what they thought an injudicious en- 
terprise." It would have been well if it could have 
had that effect, bnt niifortunately for Wasliingt-on he 
had already committed himseh'. Tlie drafts were for 
an interest actually purchased in the coueem, and he 
was obliged, in consequence, to have recourse to other 
means for raising the necessary advance. 

Alluding to the well-intended refusal of his brothers 
to honor his drafts, he writes to Brevoort : " I am con- 
fident they do it out of a zeal for my interest, but a 
man may be hilled even by kindness." 

The result of the enterprise vindicated the brotherly 
anxiety of William and John in shrinking hack from 
aiding him to embark in it. Meanwhile, as Peter had 
failed of a share of the property, an agency was opened 

Vol. II.— (3) 
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to iiiiTi in the management of the concern, wliile Wash- 
mgton, after the money he had embarked in it, consid- 
ered himself, as he expresses it, as pretty much in the 
Bitnation in which he was before he published the 
Sketch Book, 

In explanation of the motive by wliieli lie was actu- 
ated in engaging in the concern, ivnd adverting to a 
pecuniary sum remitted from America, the proceeds 
of some literary property, he writes : 

If Peter would have accepted the money and lived on it, 
until something turned up ; if lie would have sliared ray mor- 
sel with me as I made it, jt was nt his service. I have re- 
peatedly told him so. I have urged it upon hhn in a variety 
of ways. I have endeavored to foist a loan of money on him, 
but it has heen all in vain. He lias a tenacious, and, as I 
think, a felse and squeamish delicacy on tliat head ; and will not 
take a farthing from me. Were I in liis situation and he had 
the fullest purse, I would share it without hesitation. I would 
think I did not do hini justice in declining to share his belter 
luck. I have therefore done tlie best I could to serve him ; 
and if the steamboat business fails and all that I advance is lost, 
my only regret will be on his account. 

Mr. Irving tflok lodgings at Paris at No. 4 Enc 
Mont Tliabor, in the vicinity of the Tuilleries ; but he 
had become so unsettled in mind by sliifting his quar- 
ters to new scenes, and his thoughts had become so 
occupied by the steamboat scheme then opening, that 
it was some time before he was able to resume lus pen. 
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I have been aboLit a month in Paris, [ho writes to "William 
in tlie letter of September 22cl, already quoted in part,] and 
hegia to feel a little more at home. Mr. Gallatin* has been 
extremely attentive to me, I have dined with him repeatedly. 
Either Paris or myself has changed very mueli since I was here 
before. It is 'by no means so gay as formerly ; that is to say, 
the populace have a more grave and triate appearance. You 
see hut little of the spriglitliness and gaiety of manner for 
which the French are proverbial. However, as I have been 
here but a little time I will not begin to give opinions ; and as 
I wish my letter to go safe, I will not interlard it with any 
speculations on national cliaracter or concerns. 

Meanwhile, the Sketch Book was maliing a fame 
for him in England. The Edinbiu'gh Keview, in an 
ai'tiele written by Jeffrey, oontamed a handsome tribute 
to his talente, and perhaps not the least flattering cu-- 
eumstance connected with its publication in the eyea 
of Mr. Ii-ving, was a mmor which ascribed its parent- 
age to Sir AValter Scott. 

This fact was brought to his knowledge in a most 
gratifying manner in a letter from Mr. Hiehard Enah, 
our minister at the court of St Jaiuea, transmitting one 
from the accomplished Lady Lyttleton, tJie daughter 
of Eai'l Spencer, whose high character and attainments 
caused her afterwards to be chosen to superintend the 
early education of the children of Queen Victoria. Aa 
it forms a curious and interesting anecdote, I give the 

* Albert Galliitin, the Americsn Minister. 
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correspondence ; a portion of it being from copies re- 
tained by Mr. Irving. 

[^Fi-om the Ron. Riahard Rush to Wash. Irmnff.] 

Mt Deae Sie : 

I value tlic enclosed letter very highly, and would not trust 
it out of my own hands but to pass it to yours, and almost 
tremble at risidng it to Paris. Pray, therefore, do not fail to 
return it, and I must say the sooner the better, as I shall wait 
impatiently for your answer before rctiu'ning a final one to my 
fair correspondent. 

She is Lady Lyttleton, the daughter of Earl Spencer, and 
is among the most accomplished and lovely women of England ; 
wortliy, as I think, of another monody from Hayley, should 
fate ever snatch her from her almost equally estimable husband. 
If you do not write to me soon all that you have to say upon 
her letter, I shall certainly give her to understand, and perhaps 
under my official seal, that you are the author of Waverley, Kob 
Eoy, and some two or three more of the Slialispearean novels ; 
for as Sir "Walter Scott is to have the credit of the Sketch 
Book, I can see no good reason why a portion of bis laurels 
should not be transferred to you by way of indemnification, 

[From Lady Lyithton to Mr. Rii,i%.'\ 
Deau Sir : 

I hope your Excellency will not think that I am presuraing 
too far upon your goodness in taking the liberty of making an 
inquiry which relates to a subject of some interest, I think to 
yourself as well as to me. A report has lately prevailed in the 
literary world, I do not know exactly upon what groimds, that 
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the Sketch Boole, which, you first procured us the very great 
pleasure of reading, was written, not as it professes to be, by a 
countryman of youi-s, but by Sir Walter Scott, -whose very 
numerous disguises and whose well-laiown fondness for literary 
masquerading aeem to have gained him the advantage of being 
suspected as the author of every distinguished work that is pub- 
lished. It appears to me that the merits of the Sketch Book 
are so very unlike those of Scott, and tliat the style and nature 
of the work are so new and peculiai', that it puts me out of all 
patience to hear the surmise, and I could not rest till I had 
applied to your Excellency for some p-oof of its falsehood. I 
am told that nobody baa yet actually seen a copy of the book 
printed in America ; that Sir "Walter Scott, a great friend, as 
he calls himself, of the pretended author, inadvertently asserted 
one day that Mr, Washington Irving had resided in London 
all the time he was in England ; he could not, therefore, it was 
inferred, have written the admirably just descriptions of English 
rural life ; and upon my appearing obstinately incredulous, I 
was assured that if Sir W Ite S tt d d not write the whole, 
he at least revised the lang a^ and 1 ad all the merit of the 
style. Let me entreat you Ex 11 n y to send me a triumph- 
ant proof that all this is ? o ndles and that the very pret- 
tiest and most amiable bool we ha e 1 for a long time has 
not the defect of being a trick upon readers. * * * * 

\I''rom Washm(jUin Irving to Mr. Rush.l 



I feel very much obliged by your letter of the 20tb, and am 
highly flattered by the letter of Lady Lyttleton, wbich you 
were so good as to enclose, and which I herewith retui-u. It 
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13 indeed delightful to receive applai 1 1 [ t 

As her ladyship seems desirous of full d pli t f m t 
as to the authoi-ship of tlie Sketch B k ^ y 1 

that it was eatirely written by myself h t tl is is d 

corrections "were my own, and that Ih Idnlt y 
sistaace either in the beginning orthefi ht,ft Ipk 
fally to this point, not from any an ty f th 1 p b t 
because the douhts which her ladyship has heard on the subject 
seem to have arisen from the old notion that it is irapossible for 
Ml American to write decent English. If I Iiave indeed been 
fortunate enough to do any thing, however trifling, to stagger 
this prejudice, I am too good a patriot to give up even the 
little ground I have gained. As to the article on Rural Life 
in England, which appears to have pleased her ladyship, it may 
give it some additional interest in her eyes to know that tliongh 
the result of general ioipies loiis leceived m various escuisions 
about the coimtry yet it wis sketched in the vie nit> tf Hig 
ley*jn3t aftei I had h^ea lamMing about its gionnda and 
whilst its beautiful scpnerj with that of the ne ghborhood, 
were fresh n mj recolketion 

I cannot hplp =mihng ^t the idea that any thing I have 
written should be deemed worthv of being attributed to Sir 
Walter Seott ind thit I should be called upon to i indicate 
my weak pen from the honor oi 'uch a p aientage He co Id 
tenant half i hm died acnbblora like ni) '.elt on the mere skirts 
of his literarv reputati n He ne( ei saw my wntings unt 1 m 
print ; but though he Iiio not a&ysted me witli his pen j et the 
interest winch he tojk m mj success thp jia'^eswhu.h he 

* The seat of Lord Ljttieton, where Ihe old customs were kept up, as 
related by Geoffrey Crajoii in his Chriatraas Eve mid Chtistmas Dinner 
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bestowed on some of the first American numbers forwarded to 
liim ; the encouragement lie gave to me to go on and do more, 
and the countenance he gave to the first volume wlien repub- 
lished in England liave, perhaps, been more effectually service- 
able than. if he had revised and corrected my work page by 
page. He has always been to me a frank, generous, warm- 
hearted friend, and it is one of my great^t gratifications to be 
able to call' him such. Indeed, it is the delight of his noble 
and liberal nature to do good and to dispense happiness ; those 
who only know him through his writings know not a tithe of 
his excellence.* 

Present my sincere remembrances to Mrs. Rush, and be- 
lieve me, dear sir, With very great respect, 

Yoius faithfully, Washington Tbvikg. 

Tlie information contained in this letter, or perhaps 
the letter itself, was communicated by Mr. Kusli to 
Lady Lyttleton, and was succeeded by a message from 
Lord and Lady Spencer, laer parents, expressing an 
earnest desii-e to become acquainted witli the author of 
the Sketch Book, and inviting him to spend the ap- 
proaching Christmas at their place. The invitation was 
conveyed through Mr. Rush, in a note from Mr. Lyttle- 
ton. The following is Mr. Irviug'a reply, which I give 
&om a copy preserved among his papers, 

[To the Hon. Richard Rush.'] 

Paris, Dee. (J, 1820. 
My BEAK SiK : 

I feel very mucli indebted to you for your letter of the 
27th, and haxdly know how to express myself as to the very 

* Frain n draft of Mr. Irvine's reply. 
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g coBimunication from Mr. Lyttleton. It is enough, to 
excite tlie vanity of a soberer maji tliaii myself. Nothing 
■would give me greater gratification than to avml myself of the 
Kospitahle inyitation of Lord and Lady Spencer, but at present 
it is out of my power to leave Paris, and would he deranging 
all my plans to retm-n immediately to England. "Will you be 
kind enough to convey to Mr. Lyttleton my sincere acknowl- 
edgments of hia politeness, and also of the honor done me fey 
Lord and Lady Spencer; but above all, my heartfelt sense of 
the interest evinced in my behalf by Lady LyttletoD, wliich I 
frankly declare is one of the most gratifying circumstances that 
have befallen me in the whole com'se of my hterary errantry. 

Excuse all this trouble which circumstances oblige me to 
give your Excellency, and believe me, with my best remem- 
brances to Mrs. Rush, Yours very faithfully, 

Washington Ietinq. 

At a later period be accepted an invitation to Wim- 
. bledon, one of tlie noble eoniitry seats of Earl Spencer, 
about twelve miles from London, and where lie first 
met tlie poet Eogere. 

Some weeks prior to the date of tbis letter, (October 
26,) Mr. Mun-ay informed tlie author tliat his volumes 
bad succeeded so mncli beyond bis mercantile estimate, 
that be be^ed he would do him the favor to draw on 
him at sixty-five days for one hundred guineas, in ad- 
dition to the tenns agreed upon. 

He bad also been encouraged to publish tlic His- 
tory of New Tork. 

I did not know yon [lie writes] as I ouglit and might have 
known you until I read Knickerbocker, of wliich I am e^jually 
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happj and proud to Iiavc Ijeen, though tardily, the pulilisher. 
After all, it is at present, and only at present I trust, your opus 
magnum ; it is the Don Quixote or Hudibras'of your country, 
and coimected. with your age at the time it was written, dis- 
plays moat certain marks of geaiua. It is very generally liked 
here ; and if so, how much more it must be felt, and therefore 
much more enjoyed by your own countiynien. I am quite de- 
lighted with the novelty of character and scenery, which you 
have so admirably dramatized, and so vividly painted. I Iiave 
printed it in one octavo volume to range with the Sketch 
Book; but I think thia ia not the form most appropriate to it, 
and I now propose to reprint it in four or five small volumes 
like Lord Byron's works, and denominated foolscap octavo. 

In the Bame letter, Mr. Murray informs him that he 
had been very much Bti-nek with the exquisite humor 
and correct taste of Leslie's iirst design, and had en- 
gaged him to look over the volume and see if he could 
make eight or twelve designs equally happy with the 
first. He also urges him no longer to conceal his name 
from the world, hut to accept openly the wreath the 
public had in store for him, give his name to the works, 
and write a simple preface announcing it. 

At this time Mnn-ay had already reprinted the 
second volume of the Sketch Book, and was preparing 
a new and uniform edition of both volunies in a 
fimaller size. 

In another part of his letter he says : " By the way, 
Lord Byron says in his pithy manner, in a letter re- 

VoL. IT.— 3 
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ceived to-day, of date Oct. 8, " Crayon is [very] good," 
interlined as I have written it.''^ 

It is ■veiy evident, if Mr, Murray bad placed too low 
an ratimate upon Mr. Irving at fii-st, lie was fully alive 
to liis merits now. " I am eonvincedj" he says, " I did 
not half know you, and (^teeming yon highly as I did, 
certainly my esteem is doubled by my better knowl- 
edge of you." It was something of a triumph to re- 
ceive such a letter from the bool^selier who had first 
declined being liia publisher. 

On the receipt of tliia letter he writ^ to Leslie, who 
had told him of the progress he was making in his pic- 
ture of the May-day : 

I have just receiveil a vi'ry long smd Aiondly iettuv from 
Mr. Murray, who in fact has overwhelmed mo with eulogiums. 
It appears that my writings aie selling well, and he is multiply- 

" lu n maunseript aeeount of ,i Ti^t to Ejron at Eavenna in June, 
1821, now before me, by n young American, whom Byron describes ns 
" intelligent, very handsome," " a little romantic," the poet, oftcr n high 
oneomiam upon the Kniclierboeker history, thus breaka off about the 
Sketoli Book : " His Crayon — I know it by heart, at least thei'o is not a 
passage that I canuoi refer to immecliately." 

In alluding to this American visitor, Mi-. Coolidgo of Boston, Byron 
says in a latter to Moore : " I talked with him much of Irving, whose 
writings ate my delight. But I suspect that he did not take quite so much 
to me, from his having expected to meet a misanthropical gentleman, in 
wolf-akin breeches, and nnswering in fierce monosyllables, instead of a 
man of this woild. I can never get people to understand tliat poetry is 
the expression of exsiled passion, and that there is no Such thing as a life 
of pasMon any more than a continuous earthquake, or an eternal fever." 
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ing editions. I am very glad to find that lie has made your 
acquaintance, and still more tliat lie has taken, a great hking 
to you. He speaks of you. in the most gi'atifying terms. He 
has it in his power to he of service to you, and I trust he -will 
be. He tells me he has requested you to look over Knicker- 
bocker for subjects for eight or ten sketches, and the Sketch 
Book for a couple, tind he wishes me to assist you with my 
opinion on the subject. I will look over the books and write 
to you in a day or two. Murray is going to make me so fine 
in print that I shall hardly know myself. Could not AUston's 
design be reduced without losing the characteristic hiunor of 
it ? I am delighted to think tliat your labors are to be thus 
interwoven witli mine, so that we shall have a kind of joint 
interest and pride in eveiy volume. 

My dear boy, it is a grievotis thing to be separated from 
you, and I feel it more and more. I wish to heaven this world 
were not so wide, and that we could manage to keep more to- 
getlier in it ; this continual separating from those we like is one 
of the curses of an unsettled life, and with all my vagrant habits 
I carmot get accustomed to it. 

I am glad to hear that you are getting on with your i)ic- 
ture, and that you are more and more pleased with it. Depend 
upon it, it is one of those pictures tliat will do you very essen- 
tial service. It will give you a standing with men whose opin- 
ions have great weight in society — men curious in literature 
and in antiquities. The picture will please them, aa showing not 
merely technical skill and the ordinary eye for the picturesque, 
hnt as displaying research, mind, and strong literary feeling. 
It is a highly classical Englisli subject. I hope you will follow 
it up by something in the same line ; the researches you have 
made for the picture will make yoii feel more at home in 
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another. 1 feel a coiitiimal want to be with you and Newton, 
to see how you both get on. 

* * * Mr. Tappan, who bears this letter, told me that 
it was the wish of Fairman and yourself that an engraving 
should he made from the likeness you have of me. It is a 
matter I do not feel so mucli objection to as I did formerly, 
having been so much upon the town lately as to have lost much 
of my modesty. And as I understand that tliere has been some 
spurious print of my phiz in America, I do not care if another 
is made to pusli it out of sight. You will only be careful to 
flaish the picture so as not to give it too fixed and precise a 
fashion of dress. I preferred the costume of Newton's hisenesa 
of me, which was trimmed with fur. These modern dresses 
are apt to give a paltry, commonplace air. 

Tliis caution to Leslie about the eostuiBe proved 
the occasion of a piece of waggery on the part of a 
facetious friend, Peter Powell, one of liis little circle of 
intimates in London, consisting of Leslie, Newton, the 
" Childe," as he was nicknamed, and "Willis, an Irish 
landscape painter, more frequently spoken of in his 
letters as Father Luke, In writing to him, Powell in- 
formed him that he understood the world was booh to 
bo gratified by an engraving of his physiognomy, to 
grace the next edition of his works. " Leslie's pictnre 
is very much like you," he writes, " but I think plain, 
unsophisticated people will bo monstrously puzzled to 
know why you should be drawn iii the habiliments of 
a Venetian nobleman of the sixteenth century, though 
as far as effect goes it is pichvreBqu-e, enough." 
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TIlis supposed ciiange in Leslie's portrait of liiin 
called out the following sensitive comment in a letter 
to the artist, of Dee. 19. 

I received a letter from Peter Powell, in which he speaks 
of Hiy portrait being in the engraver's hands, and that it is 
painted in the old Venetian CMtume. I hope you have not 
misimdei'stood my meaning when I spoke about the costume in 
which I should like to he painted. I believe I spoke sometliing 
about the costume of Newton's portrait. I meant Newton's 
portrait of me, not of himself. If you recollect, he painted me 
as if in some kind of an overcoat, with a fur cape ; a dress that 
had nothing in it remarkable, but which merely avoided any 
present fashion that might in a few years appear stupid. The 
Venetian dress which Newton painted himself in would have a 
fantastic appearance, and savor of affectation. li' it is not too 
late, I should like to have the thing altered. Let the costume 
be simple and picturesque, but such a one as a gentleman might 
he supposed to wear occasionally at tlie present day. I only 
wanted you to avoid the edges, and comers, and angles with 
which a modem coat is so oddly and fonnally clipped out at 
the present day. "I received yesterday yours of the 19tb," 
writes Leslie in reply, " and hasten to relievo your mind from 
any apprehensions you may entertain witli regard to the cos- 
tume of your portrait, which is still in my room exactly in the 
state in which you last saw it. I shall finish it in a day or two 
strictly according to your wishes. The Venetian dress was 
only a phantom of Peter Powell's imagination, conjured up to 
distui-b yoiiv evening dreams. 

lie whimsical personage who had th^is amused 
himself at the expense of tlie anthor. I have heard Mr. 
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Irving cliaractcriKC as a fine, honorable little fellow, 
with a fund of hiimor and a q^ecial gift for mimicry. 
One of his performances was a burlesqne of the opera of 
Moses in Egypt ; anothei', an Oratorio in which he be- 
gan by handing in his imaginary female singers, and 
Leslie hints at a third, in an allusion to his " gallanting 
tliat imaginary flock of geese."' It was a great treat to 
his friends to witness these comic exhibitions, but in all 
]iis travesties, said Mr. Irving, in attempting an exem- 
plification of one of tliem, tliere was nothing overdone. 
He made his acquaintance when preparing tlie first 
number of the Sketch Book, and introduced him after- 
wards to Leslie and Kewton, with the fii-st of whom he 
became a great crony. 

November 30, 1820, ho writes to Leslie : 

I hear tliat you are getting on with the sketclies for Kulcl;- 
erl)ocker, and that you have executed oiio on the same subject 
Allston once chose, viz,, "Peter Stuyvesant rebuking tlie coh- 
hler." I wish you would drop me a Hue and let me know 
what subjects you execute, and how you and Muvray niake out 
together. I hear that you have taken the "Childe"to Mur- 
ray's ; you have only to make him acquainted witli Willis and 
Peter Powell, and he will then be able to make one at your 
tea-kettle debauches. 

" The Cliilde " had just written to him tliat Willis 
had sent them home at four in tlte morning, " reeling 
with Bohea." 

The letter proceeds : 

Iliavcjust made a brief but vpiy pleasant excursion into 
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Lower Normandy in company with Mr. Ritchie. I must refer 
A'oii to a letter scribbled to Peter Powell for a fall and faithful 
narrative of this tour. 

I have iiot this letter, but some pencil ruemoranda 
of the tour show that he started on the 8th Noveniher, 
and that liis travels extended to Honflenr, at the mouth 
of the Seine, tlie scene of his etory of Annette Delai'bre 
m Braeehi-i(ige Hall. 

In his answer, dated Decemher 3, Leslie says : 

The auhjecta I have chosen are a Dutch fireside, with an 
old negro telling stories to the cliiMreii ; WOliam the Testy 
suapending a vagrant by the heels on his patent gallows ; 
Peter Stuyvesant confuting the cobbler ; and Antliony Van 
Coi-lear taking leave of the young yyows. All of them I have 
fi Id i. ep i e la iiid Mr. Murray appears to be highly 
pi as 1 -ft 1 1 

H 1 1 t,l 1 -w 1 Allston's picture of '■ Wouter Van 

Tw lie whi h w 11 be engraved with the rest. He talks a 
g eat de 1 ab y u whenever I see him, in terms of the 
highest praise and friendship. The " Sketch Book " is entirely 
out of print. 

I like all the subjects that you have chosen for the designs, 
[writes the author in reply,] except that of William the Testy 
suspending the vagabond by the breeches. The circumstance 
is not of sufficient point or character in the history to be illus- 
trated. 

Leslie, in explanation, assigns as a reason for the 
selection, that Mun-ay ■wished one design at least from 
the reign of each governor, and he was puzzled in find- 
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ing one that could be bvouglit -within a Binali compass 
from that part of tiie book. " I was somewhat fearful 
of it myself," he adds, "but Nuwtou thinks you would 
like it." 

Meanwhile the new candidate for fame ivas steadily 
gaining in reputation in England. " I tliink you are 
a most fortunate fellow of au author," writes Peter 
Powell, Dee. 3, " in regard to your debut amongst us 
in this critical age, for I have not heard of your having 
so much as a nose or a member of any kind cut np by 
the anatomists of literature ; on the contrary, there 
seems to be almost a conspiracy to lioist you over the 
heads of your contemporaries," And Leslie writes, Dec. 
24 : " Miller says Geoffrey Crayon is the most fash- 
ionable fellow of the day. I am very much inclined to 
think if you were here just now, ' company would be 
the spoil of you.' " Then, begging to be remembered 
to his brother Peter, he concludes : " All the lads join 
in wishing you both a merry Christmas and happy 
Itew Year. I mtend appropriating a part of to-moiTow 
to reading your Christmas article, I shall stick up 
your portrait before my face, and bury myself in an 
enormous elbow-chair I have got, over which ' Murphy 
often sheds his puppies,' relying on the book I shall 
hold in my hand to act as a charm against the seduc- 
tions of the seat. These associations are the best 
means by which I can console myself for your ab- 
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CHAPTER II. 



XT was at tlie close of tliis year that Mr. Irving made 
the acquaintance of one of tlie most brilliant and 
delightfal of his contemporaries, Tliomas Moore, tie 
Irish poet, then an absentee in Paris, on account of 
some pending liabilities of' government against him, 
arising out of the defalcation of his deputy at Bermuda, 
wliieli he was hoping to adjust. Moore has this entr^' 
on the subject in liis diaiy : 

Deceniher 21, 1820. — Diaed with McKay at the table 
d'hote at Meurice's for the purpose of being made known to 
Mr. Washington Trving, the aiitlior of the work which has 
lately had success, the " Shetcli Book " ; a good-looliing and 
iateUigent-raaunered man. 
Vot. II.— 2* (8) 



ijbyGoogle 



LIFE ASD LETTERS 



McKay, wJio brought the two autliord together, 
was an Irish gentleman who iiad come to the French 
capital from England on a mission to inspect the 
prisons ; and two days after (Dec. 23) he, Lord John 
Russell, Moore, and Mr. Irving, were visiting in com- 
pany the room in. which the ill-fated Marie Antoinette 
was confined. 

I find loose among his papei's this brief record of 
the visit to a place seldom open to a stranger's in- 



I Lave just retiimed from the prison of Marie Antoinette. 
U d th pal f Just* ■ g f d 

all d tl C tl 1 t p 11 aJ 

fl d 1 t t "W" dm tt I tl gl 

td^ 1 dtllf,! pdkiissg Igltd 

plac bj Im 1 th rs by ] rap O the. 

iss ilthgtf Idgns 11 

t th d g th 1 t t d Ig til 1 

11 t p ti f ta 1 th Mj fi li pt my b 
as I passed througii tl gi flp df dtl 

dens peopled with th t h 1 1 b tants. I f-ui d th 

worn and wasted fa 1 tl gl th g t s, t t h f 

possible, some ray of 1 j m t g t f 1 b t 

notliing except the i 1 pac p d d th piss, g 

or perhaps some pr d ss y d g d 1 t 

ecution. In this w bdth t fRlp d 

finally Robespierre h If 

From this corrid w 1 1 tl gl mill f i 1 t 

what at present fo ra tl tj b t h h tl 
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tluiigeoii of the unhappj Queen of Frfuice. Ic la low and 
arched ; the walls of prodigious thickness, lighted dimly by a 
small window. The walls have been plastered and altered, 
and the whole ia fitted up with aa air of decency ; nothing re- 
mains of tlie old dungeon but the pavement. In one part is a 
monument placed by Louis SVIII., and around the dungeon 
are paintings illustrating some of the latest prison scenes of her 
uuhappy life. The place is shown where her feed stood, divided 
simply by a screen from the rest of the dungeon in which a 
guardof soldiers wag constantly stationed; beside this dungeon is 
the black hole — I can give it no better term — ^in which the Prin- 
cess Eliaabeth was thrust a few hom-s prior to her execution. 

Never have I felt ray heart melting with pity more, than in 
beliolding tliis last abode of wretchedness. What a place for h, 
queen, and such a queen ! one brought up so delicately, fos- 
tered, admired, adored. 

The next scene in which I trace an association of 
the two authors, was iit IVIoore's cottage in the Champs 
Elysees, where Mr, Lwing and Lord John Kiisseli took 
dirnier with the poet on the 28th. Mooi-e pronounces 
" the erening veiy agreeable," but gives no particulars, 
except this mention of his new acquaintance- " Mr. 
Irving complains grievously of the last thing Lord 
Byron has sent, aa unworthy of himself, and likely to 
injure Mun-ay's property in the former works." 

The acquaintance with Moore thus commenced 
grew speedily into intimacy, as will he seen by the fol- 
lowing letter to Erevoort, in answer to one urging his 
return to New York. 
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Deab BREVOOliT ; 

You ui'ge me to return to New York ; and aay, many ask 
whetlier I mean to renounce my country For this last ques- 
tion I have no reply to make, and j et 1 will make a reply. 
As far as my precarious and imperfect abilities ennble me, I am 
endeavoring to serve my country. 'WJiatPver I h1^ e vrritten 
has heen written with the feelings and publLihed is the writing 
of an American. Is that renouncing my country ? How else 
am I to serve my country ? by coining home and begging an 
office of it; which I should not have the kindof talent or the 
business habits 'requisite to fill ? If I can do any good in tliis 
world it ia with my pen. I feel that even with that I can do 
verj httie but if I do that httle -md. do it it m American I 
think my esertions ought to guariiitee me fr m so unkind a 
question as that which you say is generilly mid 

As to coming home I should at this moment 1 e bindon 
ing mj literary plan^ such as they aie I should kse my 
labor m vaiious 1 terary materials which I have m hud and 
to ■« ork up whicl I must be among the 'ii.enps where llipy 
were conce ved I sliould in i e at home at a time ■« hen my 
slender hnances require in immediite exeiciso of my talents, 
but should be so agitated and discompose] ii my feel ngs by 
the meetings with mj fntnde the le^i^il of mmv diatrevinj^ 
circumstances mi trains of thought and '.lioukl be hO burned 
by the meie attentions of bocietj that months v^ould ehpse 
before I could take pen in hand and then I would have to 
strike out some entirely new plan and beg n 06 nio A to 
the ilea vou hold out of bemg fio^ k 1 for ?o ir ;j lattr m 
our fort male city I ca 1 only say t! it I see no wa^ m which I 
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couH be pio\ided foi not beinj, i ma 1 of husme =1 a man of 
citi ce o jn fact anj tlimg Ij t a merp bfellps letti'es writer. 
And as to the fortunate chaiactei of oiir city to me and mine 
it ha? been a veiy disastiou'i one 1 1 ave ■written on tliia point 
\t some length as I wish to ha^e done ■«itli it My return 
ho ne must depend upon circumstance' not upon ndinations. 
I lia^e by patient ind persevering liboi of my moat uncertain 
pen ind by catching the gleams of sunshine in my cloudy 
mind, managed to open to myself an avenue to some degree of 
profit and reputation. I value it the more highly because it is 
entirely independent and self'Creatcd ; and I must use my best 
endeavors to turn it to account. In remaining, therefore, 
abroad, I do it with the idea that I can best exert my talents, 
for the present, where I am ; and that, I trust, will be ad- 
mitted as a sufficient reply from a man who has but his talents 
to feed and clothe him. 

I have not been able to call on L'Herbette ; the fact is, 1 
am harassed by company and engagements which it is impos- 
sible to avoid, and which take up more of my time than I like 
to spare ; as well as dissipating my thoughts. I shall bo 
obliged to quit Paris on that very account, though I intend to 
see L'Herbette before I leave this. 

I have become very intimate with Anacreon Moore, wlio 
is hving here with his family. Scarce a day passes without 
our seeing each other, and he has made me acquainted with 
many of his friends here. He is a charming, joyous fellow ; 
full of ftank, generous, manly feeling. I am happy to say he 
expresses himself in the fullest and strongest manner on the 
subject of his writings in America, which he pronounces the 
great sin of his early life. He is busy upon the life of Sheri- 
dan and upon a poem. Hia acquaintance is one of the most 
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gratifying things I have met witli ibi' some time ; as he takes 
the warm interest of an old friend in me and my concerns. 

Canning is liteivise here with, his family, and has heeii very 
polite in his attentions to me. He has expressed a very flatter- 
ing opinion of my writings both here and in England, and hid 
opinion is of great weight and value in tlie critical world. I 
had a very agreeable dinner at his house a few days since, at 
which I met Moore, Sir Sidney Smith, and several otiicr inter- 



" Tou keep exeeileiit company m Paris," Brevoort 
answers, "Anaereoii Moore and Mr. Canning; tJiese 
are names tliat set one's blood in motio]i." Brevoort 
would have been glad if he had enriched his letters 
with more particulars of the interesting characters he 
was meeting, but his friend nsed jestingly to say that 
he was now living by his pen, and mast save np all his 
anecdotes and good things for his publishers. 

Nine days after the date of this letter, March 19, 
Moore furnishes this interesting glimpse of the author, 
and of the origin of Bracebridge Hall, the work which 
Mr. IiTfing wi^ nest to give to the world. 

I9th — Too happy to dine at home to-day. Bessy in low 
spirits at parting with our dear Anastasia, who goes to-day to 
Mrs. Forster's. Irving called near dinner time ; asked him to 
stay and share onr roast chicken with us, which he diti. He 
has been hard at work writing lately; iii the course often days 
has written about one hundred and thirty pages of the size of 
those in the " Sketch Book ; " this is amazing rapidity. Has 
followed np an idea which I suggested, and taken the diai'ac- 
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ters in liia " Christmas Essay," Master Simon, &t;., &c., for tlie 
purpose of making a slight tliread of a story on which to string 
his remarlfs and sketclies of human maimci;jand fcchngs ■ left 



A week latei" we have from Moore this fui-thei' 
glimpse of Irving at a dance at the poet's new apart- 
ments, in celebration of the tenth anniversary of his 
marriage to Bessy, for whom, with all his devotion to 
tlie gay world, Mr. Irving used always to bear witness, 
his affection was deep and unchanging. 

26(A. — Bessy busy in preparations for the tlauce this even- 
ing. * * * "Went iato town too late to retiiiii to dimmer, 
and dined at Tery'a alone. Found on my return our little 
rooms laid out with great management and decorated with 
quantities of flowers, which Mrs. Story had sent. Our com- 
pany, Mrs. S. and her cousins, Mrs. Forster, her two daughters 
and Miss Biidgman, the Villamila, Irving, Capt. Johnson, 
Wilder, &c., and the Douglases. Began with mieic ; Mrs. 
v., Miss Drew, and Emma Forster sung. Our dance after- 
wards to the pianoforte very gay, and not tlie less so for the 
floor giving way in sundry places ; a circle of chalk was drawn 
round one hole. Dr. Tonge was placed sentry over another, 
and whenever there was a new crack, the general laugh at the 
heavy foot that produced it, caused more merriment than the 
solidest floor in Paris could have given birth to. Sandwiches, 
negus, and champagne crowned the night, and we did not sep- 
arate till near four in the morning. Irving's humor hegan to 
break out as the floor broke in, and he was much more himself 
than ever I have seen him. 
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A few loose leaves of an iiiipert'ect journal of the 
aiithor, found among liis papei's after his death, give 
an interesting account of liis fii-st meeting with Talma, 
the great T"reneh tragedian, in company witli John 
Howard Payne, tlie young American Eoseius of for- 
mer days. Payne was a fellow townsman of Mr. Ir- 
ving, who had appeared with great eclat at the Park 
Theatre in New York in his sixteenth year, in the 
character of i'oung Norval. He had outgrown all 
tragic symmetry after leaving his country in 1813 to 
try his success in England, and from being an actor, 
had assumed at one time the management of Sadler's 
Wells ; had failed hi this and got in debt. He after- 
wards brought out Junius Brutus, a tragedy which 
he had manufactured out of two or thi-ee plays. It had 
a great run, and Mr. Irving called on him in London 
to congi'atnlate him on his success; but alas! its sue- 
ce^ had proved his ruin. It brought his creditors 
down upon him, and he was thrown into prison. Here 
he wrote Teresa, or the Orphan of GJ-eneva, which was 
successful and extricated him. Then he escaped to 
Paris, where Mr, Irving met him. Payne was a fluent 
writer, and for a wliile a successful performer ; but he 
is most favorably known at the present day as the 
author of Home, Sweet Home, a popular song which 
he ' introduced in his opera of Clari, or the Maid of 
Milan. The profits arising from it, realized by tlie 
manager and not by Payne, have been stated to have 
amounted to two thousand guineas in two years. 
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Parts, April 25fh, 1821. — Breakfasted this morning witL 
Jolm Howard Payne. lie has the first floor of a small house, 
in a gardea No. 16 Petit rue de St. Pelre, Pont anx clioux. 
Tl as fi 11 f d 1 like. His 

m 1 1 1 1 b It blew in 

m lyg f 1 H h il t ary birds, 

! II] 1 m d 1 m 63 H d3 it in the 

d llyfljb hgd d ito their 

p hf f d 1 gh 

P yji f 11 f d I J 1 m h arc verj 

fasU 

Af b If 11 I F 1 1 f, ] 

P g g 1 1 gl 1 a I k 

b ks U tails H p I d m call T 1 1 

1 dj im 1 P HI ft t 

hotel, t>o. — lue des Petites Augu t H h t 

the country, about — miles from P f wl 1 h 

tremely fond, and is continually alte d mp g tl gh 

he can seldom get there above once 1 H is ! t t 

build a town residence, and at prese 1 1 m 1 dg gs I i 
Payne to mount before me, as I did t w h t 11 11 
so unceremoniously. Payne found 1 1 S g 1 1 

He requested him immediately to b g p t g 

he received me in a very friendly, f k j It g t 
Payne, said ; " "Why he is quite a ■<, ung m t 1 

had expected to sea an old one; his f 11 f f tur 

and books, &c., rather confused. I 11 1 d g 

ing of John Kemble. 

Talma is about 5 feet 7 or 7^ iiicl E 1 h il Id 

to fdt, with large face and thick ue k H j 1 1 h 

and have a peculiar (ast in them attm H pkiigls! 
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well, aad is veiy fi'aiik, niiiimtrd, iiid iiatm'al i]i conversation ; 
a fine, hearty simplicity ol in inner Asked me if this was my 
first visit to Paris ; told him tiiat I had been here once before 
— about fourteen years since "Ah. ' that was in the time of 
the Emperor," said he He renuiked that Paris was vei-y 
much changed ; tliinks tlie French cliaracter gi'eatly changed ; 
more grave. Tou. see the young men from the colleges, saiil 
he ; how grave they are ; they walk together, conversing in- 
cessantly oil politics and other grave subjects ; says, tlie nation 
has become as grave as the English. 

We spoke of the French play of Ilamlet. I asked if otlier 
of Shakespeare's plays were adapting for the French stage. 
He believed not. He thinks there is likely to be a great 
change m French drima The publ c feci greater interest in 
scenes that come home to common 1 fe ai -t people in ordinary 
sitiations than in the distresses of heio personages of claisic 
literature Hence they nevei come to the Theatre Frangais 
e\cPpt to see a kv, greit tctor Int the> ciowd to the minor 
theatres to ee the rejiewntitirn of ord nary life. He says 
tlie revolution his nale so man} strong and vivid scenes of 
leal hfe pass befbie tlieir eyei Ih-it they c^n no longer l)e 
affected by mere dec]amt,tioa and fine langu'ige ; they require 
character mcident, paision life 

Sayg if tlier should be iiiothei levolution it would be a 
bloody one The nition (i e the joungei part, children of 
the revolution) Iid've such a hatied of the priests and noblesse, 
. that they woiild fly upon them like sliecp. Mentions the man- 
ner in which certain parts of plays have been applauded lately 
at Kouen ; one part, which said, " Usurpers are not always 
tyrants." When we were coming away he followed us to the 
door of lii3 ante-chamber ; in passing through the latter I saw 
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cliildreiis' swords and soldiers cps lying on the ta.ble, and said, 
your children, I see, have swords for playthings. He replied 
with animation, that all tlie amusements of tlie cliildren were 
military ; that they would have nothing to play with but 
swords, gurts, trumpets, driims, &c. 

It ivas after tliis interview that Mr. Irving saw 
Talma's performance of Hamlet, and I find among Iiis 
papera this allusioit to the tragedy and the actor. 

The successful performance of a translanon of Hamlet has 
heeH an era in the French drama. It is true the play has been 
sadly mutilated ; it has been stripped of its most natural and 
characteristic beauties, and an. attempt has been made to reduce 
it to the naked stateliness of one of their own dramas ; but it 
still retains enough of the wild magnificence of Shakespeare's 
imagination, to give it an individual character on the French 
stage. Though the gliost of Hamlet's father does not actually 
tread the board" yet he hovers in idea about his son ind the 
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The following letter to Leslie, dated " Paria, 1S30," 
in the published extracts from his correspondence, hy 
Taylor, belongs iinmistakeably to the spring of 1821. 
Newton had at this time acquired a good deal of dis- 
tinction from a picture, Le Faehenx, which had got 
one of the best places at the exhibition, between Wilkie 
and Jackson. It had made quite a sensation in the 
papers, and had been purchased by Thomas Hope, the 
author of Anastasius. He could hardly have been 
more foi'tiinate in the character of the purchaser or the 
gallery to which it was destined, Hope having the 
finest collection in London. " I have something of 
your feelmg," he writes to the author of the Sketch 
Book, Feb. 10, 1831, " on occasion of this distinction, 
and am terribly nervous lest I should not get as good 
a subject for my next." 

Mt deab Leslie : 

I have been intending tlxis long time past to write to you, 
and a good intention of long standing is a matter to boast of in 
this naughty world. How comes on your picture ? I presume 
it is nearly finished. Did yon call on Sir "Waller Scott while 
he was in town, and ask him to look at it ? If not, you have 
hehaved Bliahhily. »*«*««■* 

I presume the " Childe's " new-fledged reputation will intro- 
duce him into a great deal of dilettanti society, and that good 
company will come nigh to be the ruin of him. I have been 
sadly bothered with the same evil of late, and have had to fight 
shy of invitations that would exhaust time and spirits. Tlie 
moat interesting acquaintance I have made in Paris, is Moore 
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the poet, wlio is very mucli to my t«sie. I see him almost 
every day, and feel as if I liad known him for a life-time. He 
is a noble-hearted, manly, spirited little fellow, with a mind as 
generous as hia fancy is brilliant. I hope yoa have better 
weather in London than we have in Paris. Such a spring ! 
Nothing but rain m toirents ai I cold boisterous wincis. 
They may say what tl ey jle've of Lond weather ; I never 
passed a more dirty a ny eason n London than this last 
winter has been in Par a and the tl e iieets are so detest- 
able in dirty weather tl at the e no all ng in tJiem. My 
only consolation at such t nes la tl e v c ty of the garden of 
the Tuilleries, wiiich s but a 9I ort d t< nee from n 
and which I consider as a park attaciel to my 1 
though I must own 1 j refer my park f St James and Ken- 
sington Gardens ; the latte part cula ly is it has glorious 
lawns of green grass that I can roll on wl ereas in the Tuil- 
leries tiere is no place to rest, except one s t on a cursed cold 
stone bench, or pay t vo sous for a v le stra v bottomed chair. 

I wish you would take pen in hand at once, and let me 
know how you are getting on with yoiiv picture ; what else 
you are about ; when yoa go to Windsor ; how long you stay 
there ; who you are to paint the pictures for ; what subject yo\i 
have in view for your next painting ; what Newton is doing ; 
what Luke is doing, and wkat Peter Powell is doing? An- 
swer these questions, and then you may add what you please. 

At the date of the leaf or fragment which follows, 
and which, like the note of his visit to Talma, I gleaned 
from some literary rubbish of the author, Moore had 
changed his quarters for a cottage in tlie neighborhood 
of St. Cloud ; and Kenney, the delineator of " Jeremy 
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Diddler," had found a nestling place in the elbow of 
;m old royal castle on the crest of a hill opposite. 

May 16(7t, 1821 — I took aii early diiiaer at 4 o'clock, anil 
rode out aftem-ards to see Moore. Took a place in a cuckoo 
to St. CloTid. It was a lovely afternoon, and tjie walk through 
the park of St. Cloud was delightful ; views of the Seise, with 
hoats drifting down it ; bridges crossing it. Found Moore at 
his cottage in the park of Mr. Villamil's seat, La Butte ; a very 
pretty cottage ; magaiflcent scenery all about it. It stands on 
the aide of the hill that rises above Sevres. To the left is St. 
Cloud and its grand park. The Seine winds at the foot of the 
hill, and the great plain of Neuilly lies before you, with the 
Bois de Boulogne and Paris in the distance ; glorious effect of 
sunset on Moore's balcony ; the gilded dome of the Invalids 
flaming in the sunsliine. 

Accompanied Mr. and Mrs. Moore, and the Villamils to 
Mr. Kenney's, author of Raising the Wind, &c. He married 
the widow of Holcroft who !iad several children ; her stock and 
his own make eight children. They have apartments in one 
of the wings, or rather the offices of the old chateau of Eelle- 
vne, built by Louis SV., where he and Madame Pompadour 
lived. The old chateau is a picture of grandeur in decay ; the 
windows broken ; the clock shattered ; the court-yards grass- 
grown ; apartments in a ruined and dilapidated state. Ken- 
ney's establishment squalid ; remains of magnificent furniture ; 
old sofa, with grifSn head arms ; old stools, which had doubtless 
been for the courtiers in the royal apartments. 

Kenney a very worthy and a very pleasant fellow ; a thin, 
pale man, with a gentleness of demeanor and manner, and very 
nervous. He gave some descriptions of scenes in London witb 



ijbyGoogle 



Ml. 38.] OP WASHINGTON IRVING. 47 

admirable truth and character. Mooro told me that he was 
once giving Kenney an account of Ms misfortunes ; the heavy 
blow he sustained bi consequence of the default of his agent in 
Bermuda, Keuney expressed the strongest sympathy. " Gad, 
Sir, its well yoo were a Poet ; a Philosopher never would hn.ve 



June 21, we have this mention in Moore's diary 
of a dinner at Jiis cottage, in whidi Lord John KussbU, 
Luttrel, tlie author of Advice to Julia, then newly 
arrived, and Irving, were liia guesta. "In speaking 
of ray abuse of the Americans, Irving said it v/m un- 
Ineky that some of njy best verses were upon that sub- 
ject ; " put tliem in Lis strongest pickle," said Luttrel. 

Luttrel was noted for the gi'ace and delicacy of liis 
wit, and I have heard Mr. Irving express admiration 
of an impromptu specimen which oecuiTed about this 
time in his presence. 

Moore, Luttrel, and himself were walking together, 
when Moore alluded to the uncertain fate of a female 
aeronaut who took her flight into the empyrean and 
continued to ascend in her " airy ship," until she was 
lost to view, and, added the poet, never heard of more, 
" Handed out by Enoch and Elijah," was Luttrel's 
immediate and happy response. 

In Moore's diary we have this further glimpse of 
his friend at Paris. 

July 2d, 1821. — Took Irving to present him to the Hol- 
lands ; aiy lady very gracious to him. 
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Mr. Irving was at this time so anxious to get on 
with his hteraiy pursnits, that he rather avoided the 
gay world. 

I have advances made me hy society, [lie -writes to Bie- 
voort not long before,] that were I a mere seeker of society, 
would be invaluable ; but I dread so much being put out in 
my pursuits and distracted by the mere hiirry of fashionable 
engagements that I keep aloof and neglect opportunities which 
I may perhaps at some future day look back to with regret. 

About this time he received from Iiis London pub- 
lisher the following concise authority to draw on him 
for a hundred pounds, a second gfatuitoiis contribution 
for the Sketch Book, of which, writes Newton, " MiuTay 
says its success, considering all things, is unparalleled." 

LOKDOS, Jirae 29, IBSl. 

My deab Iutino : 

Draw upon me for a hundred pounds, of whicii I beg thy 
acceptance, and pray tell me bow yon are and what you are 
about; and above all, pardon my short letter. Believe me 
cvei-. Thy faithful friend, 

John Mceray. 

Tliere is a review of the Sketch Book in the Quarterly, 
which you will like. 

The following is the author's reply. 
\To John MurrayA 

PAni?, Ji^lr 0, IBBI, 

My DEAR Sir: 

I write in very great haste to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 29th ult. I am extremely happy to hear 
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that the Sketch Book lias been favorably noticed in the Quar- 
terly. I have not seen the Review, but I douht ■whether any 
criticism in it can be so emplmtic as that in your letter. Yon 
were certainly intended for a critic. I never knew any one 
convey so much meaning in so concise and agreeable a manner. 
In compliance with your request, I have drawn on you for an 
hundred pounds in favor of Mr. Samuel Williams of London, 
The supply came opportunely. I am on the point of leaving 
Paris for Bruxelles, and where I shall go from thence is at 
pr^ent undetermined ; but I shall write to you from the Neth- 
erlands, should I make any stop there. 

I have been leading a " misceEaneous " kind of life at Paris, 
if I may use a literary phrase. I have been rather distracted 
by engagements, in spite of all my efforts to keep out of society. 
Anacreon Moore is living here, and has made me a gayer fellow 
tJian I could have wished ; but I found it impossible to resist 
tlie charm of his society. Paris is like an English watering- 
place, with the advantage of the best kind of amiisements, and 
excellent society. 

I have scribbled at intervals, and have a mass of writings 
by me ; rather desultory, as must be the case when one is so 
much interrupted ; but I hope, in the fulness of time, to get 
them into some order. 

I write in extreme haste, having to pack up and make 
other prepaiations for departure. 

With my best regai^ds to Mrs. Murray and the rest of your 
family, I am, my dear Sir, 

Very faithfully yours, 

Washikgton Irvikg. 

Ill this letter the author is " on the point of leaving 
Vof,. IL— :! ('!■) 

HoseJbyGoOgle 
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Palis for Brussels;" but a sudden change of purpose 
comes over him, and he detemiines to start for London 
at once, to be in time for the approaching coronation 
of George lY. ; hoping also to get something ready for 
the press by autumn. One of his last acts in Paris is 
to read to Moore a portion of the manuscript of Buck- 
thoiTie and his friends, originally designed for Braee- 
bridge Hail, his next work, but forming part of the 
contents of The Talcs of a Ti'aveller ■which succeeded 
it. He had already read a portion of it to the poet, 
" sitting on the grass in tlie walk up the Eoeher." 

July 9;A.— Moore has the following : Irving came to hreak- 
fest for the purpose of taking leave, (being about to set off for 
England,) and of reading to me some more of his new work ; 
some of it iawch livelier than the first he read. He has given 
the description of the booksellers' dinner so exactly like what 
I told him of one of the Longmans, (the carving partner, the 
partner to laugh at the popular author's jokes, the twelve edi- 
tion writers treated with claret, &c.,) that I very much fear my 
friends in Paternoster Row wiO know themselves in the picture. 

Subsequently, he affords the author an opportunity to 
improve the picture by personal observation, a pai't of his 
record of May 23, 1823, in London being : " Introduced 
IiTJng to tlie Longmans, and dined with him there." 

It is no disparagement of the poet, however, to say, 
as has been said by a critical authority, that the pic- 
ture " owed every thing to Irving's handling." 

It must have been about this time, also, that Mr. 
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Irving read to our diBtingmshed liistorian, George 
Bancroft, then fresh from two years' study at Got- 
tingen, a portion of the work he was preparing for the 
press. " During a summer in Paris," says that gentle- 
man in his commemorative remaiiis before the New 
York Historical Society, " I formed witli him that re- 
lation of friendly intimacy, which grew in strength to 
the last. Time has in a measure effaced the relative 
diifercnee in onr years, but then he was almost twice as 
old as I. * * One evening, after we had been many 
hours together, he took me to his room, and read to me 
what he had written at one sitting. * * I remember 
it to this day : it was his S(. Marlis Eve, from tlie 
words ' I am now alone in my chamber,' to tlie end." 

Tlie last glimpse we have in Moore's Diary, of Irving 
at Paris, is the following : 

July lOiA. — Went in to dine iit Lord Holland's. Com- 
pany, Lord John, Fazakerly, Irving, Allen. * * Keniiey 
and Irving set off for England to-moirow. 

Tlie poet does not mention what I have heard Mr. 
Ii'viug speak of as an impressive reeolleetion of the 
occasion, that Talma came in after dinner, with the 
news of the deatli of Napoleon. 

The next day he set off for England, accompanied 
by Kenney, who by the way, was tlie personage al- 
luded to in Ins Life of Goldsmith, as the author whom 
he had seen with his back to a tree and his foot to a 
stone, tiying to bother out a scene in a farce which he 
could not manage to his satisfaction. 
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CHAPTER III. 



"TV /|~K. IKVING arrived in London the day before 
.J_yj_ ^g coronation, and the next morning got a stand 
on the outside of Westminster Abbey, with Newton 
and Leslie, to see the procession pass. The following 
day he called on Scott, who congratulated him in his 
hearty manner on his success, and asked him if lie had 
seen the coronation. He told him he had seen the 
procession on the outside. " Oh you should have been 
inside." " "Why I only came over the day before, and 
I did not know how to manage it." " Hut man," said 
Scott, " yon should have told them who you were, and 
you would have got in any where." At parting, Scott 
I his regret that he would not probably see 



ijbyGoogle 



Jii. SS.] Of WAbUIKGTON IKVINU. 53 

any thing more of liim in London, as lie was enycujed, 
up to the huh. 

Mr. Ii-ving had not meditated any stay in London, 
but w^ kept there some time in a fruitless attempt to 
bring upon the stage a petite comedy of John Howard 
Payne, entitled " The Borrower," whieh he had sent 
him from Paris. The circnmstances of Payne were such 
as to call for prompt action in the matter, and as Eng- 
land was not open to him by reason of his debts, ho had 
availed himself of Mi-. Irving's L'iudness, to send him 
the manuscript. He wrote July 14, apprising him 
of its transmission, but the letter would seem not to 
have talcen a very direct course, and to have kept Mr. 
Ii-ving in London waiting its receipt some time after he 
had hoped to have joined his sister in Birmingham. 
Payne laments, in a letter of August 12, that his kind 
dispositions towards him should have been the source 
of any derangement of his plans. 

His brother Peter writes him from Havre, August 
SO, a statement of the steamboat concerns, -which 
were rather troublesome and vexatious, and did not go 
so smoothly as could be wished, and expresses an anx- 
iety to hear what he was doing with the booksellers, 

I insert some extracts from his reply, dated London, 
Sept. 6, 1821. 

I received your letter giving an account of the stGamboat 
concerns. I am sorry they are not more productive ; not on 
my own account, but on yours, but I hope tliey will grow 
better and better. I do not calculate on any proceeds from 
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that quartc}', so iliat you need not feel solicitous for me ; but 
only manage that you may do something for yourself. * * 

I have a masa of writings by me which I am endeavoring 
to bring into shape for publication, but question whether I shall 
get any ready in time for the fall season. I have been kept 
in town by a correspondence with Payne, and an ineffectual 
attempt to get a little piece of Ms played at one or other of the 
theatres. I shall go to Birmingliam in a few days and take 
Leshe with me. Had I been there, I would go off at once 
with Newton for France. I could finish my writings as well 
in France as here, and there is no comparison between the 
countries as a residence. London is terribly dull and monoto- 
nous after Paris. 

When I have been a little while at Birmingham, unless I 
am detained by literary concerns, I shall letum to Paris by 
the way of Havre ; but if I should have a prospect of getting 
any thing ready for the press, I will do it first. 

I have a variety of writings in hand, some I think superior 
to what I have already published ; my only anxiety is to get 
them into shape and order. * * * * 

I have fagged iiard to get another work under way, as I 
felt that a great deal depended upon it, both as to reputation 
and profit. I feel my system a little affected now and then by 
these sedentary fits to whicb, until two or three years past, I 
have not been accustomed. When I get my present manu- 
script finished and off of hands, I think I wIE give myself 
holiday, 

Mr. Irving brought with him to London tliG manu- 
script of the chief part of Braeeljridge Hall, in the 
rough, hi tending or hoping to make arrangements for 
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its publication in tlie aiitvimn. On reading to Leslie, 
" Bnektborne," the part of his "writings in hand" 
which he had in view in the letter to Peter, just quoted, 
as in his judgment " superior to what " he had " already 
published," the artist suggested that he should retain 
that as the groundwork of a novel, and substitute some- 
thing else. He accordingly threw it by, and replaced 
it with the Student of Salamanca; an ill-judged 
change, as he afterwards regarded it, but he was prone 
to yield too readily to the suggestions of others. 

It w^ about the 9th of September, that Mr. Ii-ving 
and Leslie started on the excursion to Birmingham, 
of which the latter speaks in the extract given below. 
L'ving had been previously suggesting to Leslie for his 
pencil, the subject of Shakespeare brought up for deer 
stealing, having a picture in his own mind, which the 
artist, after repeated efforts, could not make out. He 
caught at the idea at first, Iiowever, and was in pursuit 
of materials, when they stai-ted off togetlier, intending 
to bi-ing up at the residence of Mr, Yan Wart, Irving's 
brother-in-law. 

In the account of the expedition which follows, Les- 
lie touches upon tiie origin of " The Stout Gentleman," 
the gem of Bracebridge Hall, I ti'anseribe from his 
Autobiography. 

Towards the close of the summer of 1821, 1 made a delight- 
fiil excursion with Washington Irving to Birmingham, and 
thence into Derl)yshire. "We mounted the top of one of the 
Oxford coaches at three o'clock in the afternoon, intending only 
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to go aa far as Henley that night; hut the evening was so fine, 
and the fields filled with laborers gathering in the corn hy the 
light of a full moon, presented so animated an appearance, that 
although we had not dined, we determined to proceed to Os- 
ford, which we reached ahout eleven o'clock, and then sat down 
to a hot suppei'. 

The next day it rained unceasingly, and we were confined 
to the inn, Eke the nervous traveller whom Irving has described 
as spending a day in endeavoring to penetrate tiie mystery of 
" the stout gentleman." This wet Sunday at Oxford did in fact 
suggest to him that capital story, if story it can be called. The 
next morning, as we mounted the coach, I said something about 
a stout gentleman who had come from London with us the day 
before, and I mg m 1 d th t 'The Stout Gentleman" 
would not b a 1 d t tl f t 1 ; aa soon as the coach 

stopped, lie b g n t th his penci!, and went on at 

every like opp t m ty "W t d Stratford-on-Avon, strolled 
about Charle t F k nd th pi in the neighborhood, and 
while I was sketching, Irving, moanted on a stile or seated on 
a stone, was busily engaged with " The Stout Gentleman." 
He wrote with the greatest rapidity, often laughing to himself, 
and from time to time reading the manuscript to me, "We 
loitered some days in this classic neighborhood, visiting Wax- 
wick and Kenilworth ; and by the time we arrived at Birming- 
ham, the outhne of "The Stout Gentleman" was completed. 
The amusing account of " The Modern Knights Errant," he 
added at Birmingham, and the inimitable picture of the inn- 
yard on a rainy day, was taken from an inn where wc were 
afterwards quartered at Derby. 

If I may venture to add any thing to this delightful 
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sketch by Leslie, which harmonizes ■^itli all that "Mr. 
Irving has told rae relative to the composition of that 
story, one of the few things he had written, of which 
from the first, as I have heard, him say, he had never 
donhted, it is that he gave the concluding tonch to it, 
sitting on a grave stone in Lillington churchyard close 
hy Leamington, while Leslie was sketching a view of 
Warwick castle, which the yard commanded. 

Another anecdote rises to my memory, connected 
with that light and frolicsome specimen of his pen. 

I was once reading aloud in his presence, a veiy 
flattering review of his works, which had been sent 
him hy the critic in 1848, and smiled as I came to this 
sentence : " His most comical pieces have always a 
serious end in view." ■' You laugh," said lie, with 
that air of whimsical significance so natural to him, 
"but it is true. I have kept that to myself hitherto, 
but that man has found me out. He has detected 
the moral of the Stout Gentleman." 

Mr. Irving had intended but a short visit to the 
residence of his sister at Birmingham, but was detained 
there nearly four months by illness, most of the time 
conlined to the house. 

I liave been upivfLi'da of two months in England, [lie writes 
to liis brother Ebenezer, Sept. 28.] I canio over in hopes ot 
getting some manuscript ready for the press this autttma, but 
ever since my arrival iji England I have been so much out of 
health as to prevent my doing any thing of consequence witli 
Vol. II.— 8* 
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my pen. I have been troubled witli bilious attacks, to which 
I had never before been, subject. It is tlie couseq^uence of 
being too much within doors, and not taking exercise enough. 
I am now dieting myself and taking medicine, and I trust I 
sliall, with a, little crire and attention, get myself in fine order 
again. I am very ansioue to get something into print, but find 
it next to impossible, in my present state of health, to do any 
thing material. Murray is also extremely desirous ; and in- 
deed the success of my former writings would ensure a run to 
any thing I should now bring forward. ***** 

You have wished for an additional number of the Sketch 
Book, but I have not been able to prepare one, being occupied 
with otlier writings. If you could clear off the stock of odd 
numbers that remain, even though it should be at considerable 
sacrifice, I wish you would do it. We could then publish a 
complete and corrected edition in two volumes. 

The following letter to Leslie is written eleven 
days later from his sister's lioiise, ■which he designates 
with characteristic playfulnesB, Edgbaston Oastle, 
as lie had styled her husband Van "Wai't, on a former oc- 
casion, Baron Von Tromp, and his residence the Castle 
of the Von Ti-omps. His sister's family consisted at 
this time of six children, of whom George, who figures 
in the letter to the diversion of Leslie, was about four 
years of age. 

Edubaston Castle, Oct. 9, 1S21. 

My deab Leslie . 

I have been looking for a letter from you every day. Why 
don't you drop rae a line ? It would be particularly cheering 
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just now. I have not been out of the iioiise since you left 
here ; iiaviiig been mucli indisposed by a cold, I am at the 
inercy of every breath of air tliat blows. I have had pains JB 
my head, my face swollen, and yesterday passed the greater 
part of the day in bed, whicli is a very extraordinary thing for 
m Tdylflbtt Itl m sadly out of order ; and 
■wh t 
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Have you seen Muiray ? when you see him you need not 
say wiiere I am. I want tlie (jiiiet, and not to he hothered in 
any way. Tell him I am in a country doctor's hands at Edg- 
baston somewhere in Warwickshire. I think that 'will puazle 
any one, as Edgbaston lias been built only within a year or 
two. Get me all the pleasant news you can, and then sit 
down in the evening and scribble a letter, without minding 
points or fine terms. My sister ja very anxious to hear of you. 
You have quite won her heart, not so much by your merits as 
by your attention to the children. By the way, the little girls 
have become very fond of the pencil since you were liere, and 
are continually taking their dolla' likenesses. 

Ever yours, 

W.I. 

Ill the postscript, dated the 17th, of the letter 
here alluded to, Newton mentions his dining ivith 
Moore the day preceding, and in the body of the letter, 
he gives this account of his introduction to La Butte ; 
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mave recollection. I was estiemely mortified at being tin; 
cause of 30 muck disaster, but tLey did not seem to think it so 
much out of the way, and as we came off happiJy, I was on tha 
■whole glad of the oddity of the adventure. This and some 
other little traits amused me extremely, as corresponding witli 
the idea you had given me of this coterie. 

October 22, Leslie writes him : 

Powell and I commenced housekeeping a week ago. It is 
probable that nothing will more astonish you on your return 
than the metamorphosis at Buckingham Plaee. Not to speak 
of window curtains, a pianoforte, small hnives and plates at 
breakfast, you will be surprised to find an academy established 
ou the principle of mutual education in various branches of 
learning and the fine arts. During breakfast, Powell gives me 
a lesson in French. At five we both study carving. After 
tea I teach him to draw the figures, and at odd times he in- 
structs himself in German and the pianoforte, and once a week 
he unfolds to me the mysteries of political economy according 
to Cobbett. Instruction is even extended beyond our walls, as 
far indeed as Sloane Street, where Powell delivers a weekly 
lecture on perspective. In this way we pass the time ; and I 
am quite sure that if I get through the winter as I have passed 
the last week, and with you and Newton here, it will be the 
most agi-eeable one I shall have spent in London. I was glacl 
to hear of Newton from you. I did not see his letter or I 
should have opened it. I am at present painting the portraits 
of two little girls, and making a drawing from the " Royal 
Poet," the incident of the dove flying into the window. Pow- 
ell has promised to £11 up the sheet. I must therefore bid you 
good-bye. 
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Powell fills lip the sheet ai'ter this burlesque 
fashion : 

I am 1) g g t 1 I d f the prejudices I had im- 
bibed about B ki gh m PI All prejudices are hateful, 
and people gl t t 1 y spot they do not like, in 
order to as t m wl tl tl p oaa are well or iU-founded. 
There are m y f b t th place, the enjoyment of 
whith I ne t in}.l t d Wl le I am now writing, in ad- 
dition to th J J t t y t nd rolls, a sort of trouba- 
dour is warbl g b tl j w 1 w, together with the partner 
of his bosom, and a bttlp nafmral prodii tion between both, 
equaUy regardless of fame and ■weather and seem ngly smitten 
only by the love of hilf pent the jlei ur? of ^ttting which 
in this neighborhood must I suj pose hke that ot angling, be 
greatly increased by (he laiity of the bite Those thmgs about 
us here, that to the common view ippear disagreeable tend to 
increase our happiness Tl e repoie and quiet of our evening 
talk or studies is rendered otill moie so ly its contrast with a 
matrimonial squabble m the street or the undi guised acknowl- 
edgment of pain in the vociferations of i v hipped urchin up 
the court 

We a dl m cl e I t 1 1 re 11 ) u 11 

Wlaeasliie a cow wh ch makes ts apj ea i 
t V ce a day all e ■in 1 wh te ream jug We e t u 
d nnp 1 and ge e allj 1 a e eno gl Testerda to be Buie 
we can e a 1 ttle short, n conseque ce of Lesl e w! o a^-ts as 
ma tre dlotel 1^ ng orlered a mptuo s hasl to be made 
from a coll si o lleroflanb the meat of wh ch 1 a I been jre 
Viously strppel fron t w tl surg cal dextentj ly ur 1 o t 
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himself daring the three preceding daya There have been a 
great many disputes in all ages ahout the real situation of Para- 
dise. I haye not, to be sure, read all the arguments upon the 
subject ; but if I were to go entirply by my own judgment, I 
slionld guess it to be somewheie near the comer of Cambridge 
court, Fitzroy Scjuare. 

Adieu, and increased hi^alth to you. 

Yours, &c., &c., &c. 

P.P. 

The following is the anthor's reply to Leslie; the 
address to his " friend Peter " being missing. 

My deak Leslie ; 

I tliank you a thousand times for your letter. I had in- 
tended to have answered your preceding one before, but I am 
not in mood or condition to write, and had nothing to say 
worth writing, I am still in the hands of the physician. I 
have taken draughts and pills enough to kill a horse, yet 1 can- 
not determine whether I am not rather worse off than when I 
began. 

On one favorable day of my complaint I rode over to Soli- 
hull in a gig to see the boys. I went in a gjg with Van Wart 
and our worthy little friend, George. I wished you with us a 
dozen times. You would have been delighted with the school- 
house and the village, and the beautiful old church, and the 
surrounding landscape. It is all picture. When you are here 
again, you must by all means visit the boys at school. The 
young rogues are as hearty and happy as ever school-boys 
were. They took us about their walks, and the scenes of their 
enterprises ajid expeditions ; the neigliboring park, and several 
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cliarming fields and green, lanes. The morning's ramble ended 
at the shop of one of the best old women in the world, who 
sells cakes and tarta to aii the Bcliool-boys. Here they ull 
spoiled their dinners, and nearly ruined their papa ; and 
George, with a citizen-like miMiificence, distributed sundry 
cakes at the door to some of the poor children of the village. I 
have no doubt that he has left a most excellent name behind him. 
The little girla talk of you very often, and wish you here. They 
alwaya wish to loiow whether you do not mention them in 
your letters, and beg that I will give their love to you, I am 
babbling about nothing but children ; but in truth they are my 
chief company and amusement at present, and I have little else 
to talk about. 

I cannot at this moment suggest aJiy tiling for your Christ- 
Bias piece. I do not know yout general plxn Is it to be a 
dayhglit piece, or an evening round a hall fire ? Is there no 
news of Newton 7 If I had thought he would remain so long 
at Paris, I would have written to him I am glad to hear that 
yoa are so snugly fixed with friend Powell for the winter, 
though I should have been much better pleased to have heard 
that you were turned neck and heels into the street. Eeconcile 
it to yourself as you may, I shall ever look upon your present 
residence as a most serious detriment to you ; and were you to 
lose six or even twelve months in looking for anotlier, I should 
think you a gainer upon the whole. 

Wliat prospects are there of the plates iieing finished for 
" Knickerbocker " and the " Sketch Book ? " When do you 
begin a large picture, and what subject do you attack first ? 
It is time you had something under weigh. I must leave a 
space to reply to friend Peter ; so fai-ewell for the present, 

Yours, ever, W. I. 
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Two days after tlie date of this letter, Mr. L-ving 
I'eceived one from liis brother Ehenezer, amioiineiiig a 
deep affliction to his sister Catherine, in the death of 
her eldest daughter not long after she liad been called 
to part with a yoimger one ; and also informing him 
that his brother William was gradually gi'owing weaker 
under a seated consumption. The following is hia 
reply : 

BIIU11^6I!AJI. Kov. 1. 1S21. 

My bkak Bkothei!: 

1 have but a few miniites to reply to your letter of 8tii Oc- 
tober, which I received this afternoon, but indeed I have little 
to say ; the letter has taken away all spirit to write. 

f h 1 t m p t C tl f m Ij 1 df 1 

S! 1 1 U p f b tt fill 1 t th I d I fea 

11 fl u.ly 1 Itl by th p t 1 t Lj Th J 

Uh fitpl esdlftl 

5 d t wl b 1 p s. 1 1 tt t 



dl ft It tl fter tl t p ^ p d 

md m th 1 Itl I 11 uld b g t i f m 
J 1 town f t d h d by t! ty f f d d 

tl ty fth ty 

BthWllmtt Ip hpl lid 

I p TO d g B y If Ih t th WIS t 1 y t m, 

and that he might be induced to make a voyage to Prance in 
time to produce a complete renovation ; but the tenor of all the 
letters from New York puts an end to ail hopes of the kind. 
I cannot reconcile myself to the thought. 
Vol. II.— (6) 
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The letter concludes : 

Give my most affectionate remembrancea to Brother Wil- 
liam. I would write to him, but cannot trust my feelings , 
whencTer the thought of him comes over my mind, I feel my 
heart and eyes overflow. 

"Weeks before this letter reached its destination, his 
brother had gone, to his rest. He died November !), 
1821. 

The letter in which Washington announced the be- 
I'oaTeinent to his brother Peter lias not been preserved. 
I extract the following from the latter's reply. 

I received your letter of Nov. 2S, about ten days after its 
date ; and as I had been for some time in expectation of mel- 
ancholy tidings, I put it in my pocket with an instinctive bod- 
ing of its coatents, and did not open it until I was quite alone. 
Yesterday, I received a letter from Ebenezer, giving the par- 
ticulars of poor "William's decease. He was clear and collected 
ix> the last, and departed with the composure of a, virtuous man 
to whom death had no terrors'. In a conversation with Eben- 
ezer, he mentioned his resignation to his fate ; but would fain 
have been spared a little longer to have assisted in extricating 
him. from his present embarrassments. Poor William ! a heart 
of more generous warmth has not been chilled in many a day. 

"I had anticipated the event," says "Washington to 
Ebenezer, " from yonr previous letters; still the news 
of it was one of the dismallest blows that I liavc ever 
experienced." 
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In alluding to the loss of this l)rother, whom he de- 
scribes aa having been " a kind of father to thcin all," 
he speaks of him in a later letter as "a man full of 
worth and talents, beloved in private and honored in 
public life." Paulding has also recorded his apprecia- 
tion of him as " a man of wit and genius." "William 
died at the age of 55. His decease was thought to 
have been hastened by over anxiety in business. He 
had been about retiring at the close of the war with a 
handsome fortune, when a cloud came over the com- 
mercial world, and though not involved in the embar- 
rassments of liis brothers, he found himself a serious 
sufferer from the tim^, and obliged to continue a life 
of exertion when his health required entire repose. 

About this time Mr. Irving received from l^ewton 
the following letter, which gives some tidings of Moore. 

LoKCON, Frjflaj, [Sov. 8.] 

My dear Ievino : 

I arrived in town last Friday, and have been ever since so 
occupied, together witii much distress of mind, finding on Tnj 
arrival here inteiligence of the death of my mother, that I have 
not really been able to write to you, and now do so in great 
haste, and chiefly to enclose a letter which Mr. Story sent by 
Moore some weeka since, but which iie did not know how to 
forwarii. I am really grieved to hear of your illness, and were 
you not exactly where you are, would wish you to be with ns ; 
but as it is, you are certainly better off. Keep up your spirits 
tliougli, for I am eonviaced that, particnlarly with you, is half 
ttie battle. I wish yon had pubhshed a volume of your book. 
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and thab It was making tlie noise I am sure it would ; it would, 
I believe, prove your best remedy. 

■ Moore's aSairs are settled, and he is coming to live in Eng- 
land ; lie goes to France on Monday next ; lie is sitting to me. 
He desires his best regards to you, and had he known you were 
ill Binnioghara would have stopped there. He gave me also a 
message from Lord Holland, full of kind remembrances, regrets 
for your indisposition, and desire for your presence at Holland 
House. I am also charged with a world of kind things from 
men, women, and children in France, but earnestly hope to 
convey them verbally soon. 

Moore had come over incog, from Paris some six 
weeks before the date of this letter ; had settled his 
aiFairs ; that is, the Benniida difficulty, with the money 
ai'ising from the sale to Murray of the memoirs of 
Byi'on, which the poet had given him hi Italy some 
two years previous, to make what use of tliem he 
pleased, though with the understanding that they 
could not be published during his life. He was now 
about to return to Paris, where he remained neai-iy four 
months after Mr. Irving had gone up to London. He 
had passed through Birmingham twice during his in- 
cognito, without being aware of Mr. Irving's presence 
in that city. The last time was October 21, on his 
way from Ireland to London. His diary gives the fol- 
lowing record for the next day. 

October 22. — Arrived in. London, at 7 incog, * ^ Was 
preparing, as usual, to sneak out in a hackney coach, when 
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Eeea arrived with the important and joyful mtelligence that the 
agent has accepted the £1,000, and that I am now a free man 
again. "Walked hoUlj out into the sunshine, and showed my- 
self up St, James Street and Bond Street. 

Moore had returned to Pai'ia on the 11th of iN'ovem- 
ber, and when he visited London again in April, lie 
rescinded his bargain with Murray for the Memoirs of 
Byron, making himself a debtor to the publisher for 
the two thousand guineas advanced, and leaving the 
manuscript in his hands as secuiity for its repayment. 
These memoirs, which were not destined to see the 
light, Mr. Irving had read while in Paris with Mooj-e. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



TV yTK. IliVING returned to London on the 26th of 
J._VJ_ X)ecembcr, and took up his quarters temporarily 
ill the house of his friend and countryman, Mr. Hoffman 
of Baltimore, from wliom he had received repeated and 
urgent invitations to do so dui'ing his indisposition at 
Birmingham. Here lie was most comfortably accom- 
modated for more than six weeks, experiencing from 
Mr, Hoffman and his family the moat hospitable and 
delicate attentions, and being made to feel completely at 
home, with " his time and evei-y thing else perfectly at 
his command." The tormenting malady in his ankles, 
with which he had been troubled at Birmingham, still 
continued, so that he could not walk without pain and 
difficulty. He was, therefore, obliged to confine him- 
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self to the house, and indeed for a considerable pei'iod 
had to keep hia legs in a horizontal position. He had 
been- subject to great depression of spirits during his 
long and painful indisposition at Birmingham, partly 
from being rendered nervous and debilitated by con- 
finement and the medicines he took, and partly fronr 
the saddening reports from home. His general health 
and spirits were now, however, improving ; and in the 
following letter we find him transmitting across the 
Atlantic the first volume of Bracebiidge Hall, which 
he had hoped to have had ready for the press the pre- 
ceding autumn, hut which had been retarded by indis- 
position, depression, and the fact that when he had got 
it nearly complete he was induced, as has been before 
stated, to subtract from it a large portion, which would 
foi-m the foundation of a work 'by itself, and task him- 
self in the height of his illness to supply its place. 

[Tb Hienezer Ii-ving.'] 

LoKDUN, Jan. 23, Kii. 

Mv DEAR Brothee : 

By the packet from Liverpool which brmga this letter I 
forward you a parcel, containing tlie first volume of Brace- 
ERiDOE Hall, or the Humockists, a medlet iu two volumes. 
I had hoped to have sent both volumes, hut I liave not been 
able to get the second volume ready in time for this opportu- 
nity, though I have tried until the last moment. You will re- 
ceive it, however, by the next opportunity, and very probably 
before you can have made the necessary arrangements for 
printmg. At any rate, put the first volume to press imme- 
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diatdy and pulilish it as soon as possible, -with or witliout the 
second volume. As it is not like a novul, but rather a con- 
nected Beries of tales and essays, it is of no great importance 
tliat they should be published together ; but it is of the greatest 
importance that some part of tlie worlr should appear as eai-ly as 
possible, to give me some chance of securing copyright. I shall 
have to put it to press here in a very short time, as the season 
is advancing, and my publisher if very impatient ; besides, the 
public has been expecting somethmg from uie for some time 
past, and it will not do to let e\pectition get too high If the 
work is' not got out very soon therefore in America, there will 
be a chance of an English copy gettmg out beforehand, nncl thus 
throwing me at the mercy of American pubhshera bhould 
the number of copies make anj materia! diflercnce in the time 
of getting out the work, you had better let the first edition he 
rather small ; and put another to prpss the moment I furnish 
you with proof sheets of the En^li'ih edition, in wiuih thtre 
will doubtless he many altei ttions as I hn e not had time to 
revise some parts of the work sufGcienth, md j.ni ipt fo m^l-i 
alterations to the last moment 

The work had better be printed in duodecimo ; and to save 
time in binding, let the volumes be put up in lettered covers 
like the Sketch Book, The second edition can be got up in 
better style. The first volume rims, as near as I can guess, be- 
tween 340 and 351) pages of the American edition of Ihe 
Sketch Book. The second Tolume will be about the same size. 
You can make your estimates accordingly. Put what price 
you think proper. I do not care about its being a very high 
one. I wish, expressly, Moses Tliomas to have the preference 
over every other publisher. I imptess tliis upon you, and beg 
you to attend to it as earnestly as if T had written three sheets 
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full on the subject. Whatever may have Ijeen liis embarrass- 
ments and coiisec[uent want of punctualitj, he is one who 
sheweci a disposition to serve me, and wlio did serve me in the 
time of my necessity, and I should despise myself could I for a 
moment forget it. Let him have the ■work on better terms 
tlion otlier publisliers, and do not be deterred by the risk of 



I have not iiad time to page the work, but must beg you 
to do it. I have given a table of contents in the order in 
which tlie papers are to bo put, and have numbered each with 
a pencil for youi- direction. These numbers are not to be 
printed over the papere. Perhaps it will be best to advertise 
the work as in the press, to secure orders in time. 

I have no time left to say any thing further. I have fagged 
until the last moment, and am now fit to go to bed. My health 
is Btill unrestored. This work has kept me from getting well, 
and my indisposition on the other hand has retarded the work. 
I Iiave now been about five weeks in London, and have only 
once been out of doors, about a montli since, and that made 



From what Sir. Irving has told me, I infer he must 
have left his sick chamher this " once " to confer with 
MuiTay respecting tlie i^ublication of " The Spy," the 
first of Cooper's novels which created his reputation, 
and laid the foundation of his claim to enduring liter- 
ary distinction. "Wiley, his American publieher, had 
sent the printed volume to Murray, accompanied by a 
letter from Cooper, referring him to Mr. Irving for 
terms. Mr. Wiley at the same time wrote to Mr, 

Vor,. 11.— 4 
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Irving, apprising liini of this proceeding, and requesting 
him, should Murray decline to make such an offei' for 
the work as in his opinion it might be worth, " to call 
on some other respectable house." Hun-ay retained 
the work until Mr. Irving gi'ew impatient for an an- 
swer, and then declined its publication. Meanwhile, it 
found its way to the English public through another 
channel. Mr. Ii'ving reported its fate hi a letter to 
"Wiley not in my possession, if it be still in existence, 
and it is that communication which led to this direct 
epistle from Cooper, prior to hia adoption, as will be 
seen from the signature, of his middle name of Feni- 



Dear Sis . 

The friendly interest you liave taken in the success of my 
books, demands of me a direct acknowledgnient of your kind- 
ness. I was not very sanguine as to the success of the " Spy " 
in England, nor was I at all surprised when I learnt tjiat the 
book was referred to Mr. Gifford, that Mr. Murray declined 
puhlishing it. If the latter is made sensihle of the evil guidance 
that he has been subjected to, one good purpose, at least, will 
follow the success which you are so good as to communicate. 
Mr. Benjamin "W. Coles, of this citj'', is now in Europe, and 
has been so kind as to take charge of niy new work, " Tlie 
Pioneers ; " I shoiild be pleased to have him aided by yoiu' ex- 
perience. If you meet he will probably call on you, and you 
will find him a gentleman of acquirements, and modest, pleasing 



By a Mr. Halleck, tlie admirable Croiiker, I liave Pent to 
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Mr. Coles the first hundred pages of the work in print. I shall 
take proper caution to secure the copyriglit in Ijotli countries, 
if it can be done. 

I desire, Sir, to thank you again for your attention to my 
interests, and the advice for my future government. 
"Very respeetiully, 

Your servant, 

New Yoek, July 30, 1332. Jami:S CoOPEE. 

Fitz-Greene Halleok, mentioned above, who sliared 
with Joseph Eodrnaii Drake the authorship of the sa- 
tirical effusions first published in the New Yorli Even- 
ing Post, under the signature of Croaker and Croaker 
and Co., was soon destined to a wider and more exalted 
celebrity in tlie front rank of American poets. Drake, 
whose genius gave promise of a brilliant career, died at 
the early age of twenty-five, leaving behind him in 
manuscript that exquisite creation of fancy, The Cul- 
prit Fay. 

Mr. Irving was in Germany when this letter of 
Cooper was received, and did not return to London for 
some time, so that he had no op]>ortunity of conferring 
with Murray respecting the Pioneers, of which lie 
[Mun-ay] became the publisher. 

The second volume of Bracebridge Hall was de- 
spatched to New York the Jast of February, a month 
after the othei', but reached its destination within eight 
days of it ; the first having a passage of sixty days. 
They were received in April, and hurried through the 
press by Ebenezer for fear of being anticipated by the 
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copy on the English side. The work was printed in 
the style of the Sketch Book, and for want of time 
only a tliousand copies were piiiited in the firet edition ; 
" it would have teen more profitable," says Ebenezer, 
" to have made the edition larger, but it would not do 
to venture on it." It appeared May 21, 1823. Soon 
after Kx'. Irving had sent the eecond volume to Amer- 
ica, and thus given it a fair start, he proceeded to 
make a contract witli Mrn'ray for its publication in 
England. 

"When the author came up from Birmingham to 
London with the MS. of Braeebridge Hall, Colbnrn 
called on him, introduced by Campbell tJie poet, and 
offered him a thousand guineas for it, but he would not 
entertain a proposition to leave Murray. The latter 
had been very anxious to have something from him as 
the season -was advancing, and when Mr. L'ving went 
to him, at the instance of his friends, who probably 
knew his too easy acquiescence in any sum that might 
be offered, he was induced to name his own price, 
which was fifteen hundred guineas. This staggered 
Marray, who, after a moment's hesitation, began : "If 
you had said a thousand guineas ; " you shall have it 
for a thousand guineas," said Mr. Irving, breaking in. 
Murray was talien aback by this. He had probably 
been prepared to divide the difference, and go the 
length of twelve hundred and fifty guineas. When he 
found Mr. Irving respond so promptly to the lesser 
sum, he sat down at once, and drew out the notes for 
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the amount, and gave them to Iiim, althongli be did 
not receive the manuecript until nearly two ■weelis 
afterwai'ds. He also threw in s. handsome donation 
of booka, ■which tJie author sent to bis sister at Bir- 
mingham, 

After all, as his brother Peter writes him on hear- 
ing of the bargain ■with Murray, " a thousand guineas 
has a golden sound." 

The letter whicli follows to Peter, contains the an- 
nouncement of the contract. 



My Dear Beotkeb : 

I have been looking for a letter from you for some time 
past. I suppose tlie steamboat must have resumed its ■voyages 
during the present month, and I want to know how it operates 
and wheiher it hokls out hetter prospects. 

I have sold my new worli to Murray, and it is in the press. 
It will form two volumes nearly ahont the size of the Sketch 
Book, to be entitled Bracebridge Hall, or the Humourists, be- 
ing of a miscellaneous nature lilfe the Sketch Book, but con- 
nected by a set of cliaraeters and incidents. Murray gives me 
a thousand guineas for it, in liis notes at three and six months. 
My friends tliought I ought to have had more for it, but I am 
content. I am glad to find that Gifford thinks it superior 
to the Sketch Book, as to composition, and calculated to in- 
crease my reputation. 

As the steamboat may continue as dry as the bull that the 
Irishman undertook to milk, I send you a couple of hundred 
pounds to keep you in pocket money until the boat begins to 
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pay better. I beg you won't be squeamish about the thing. 
If you dou'l want the money, it may as well he idle in your 
hands as in mine ; and if you do want it, wliy you most get it 
from some source or other, and I don't know any one more un- 
exceptionable than from one who has been a, great part of his life 
under such pecuniary obligations to yon. But the best way is 
not to say any thing pro or con about the matter, but let it be 
as it should he, a matter of course between us. I hope and 
trust to get more writings ready for tJie press long before I 
shall exhaust my funds in Europe, independent of what will be 
accumulating in America. 

In announcing the receipt of the bill for £200, 
Potcr writes : 

This unlooked-for remittance is most grateful to mo, not 
from its arrival at a moment of want-, for I have no call for it, 
but as a testimony of the affection and generosity of your dis- 

I shall not affect any fastidious scruples on the subject, for 
I trust I am free from any affectation of the kind. When I 
have declined your repeated offers of pecuniary aid, it was at 
a period when I seemed precluded by some fatality from every 
exertion of industry. * * * * 

The remittance you have sent I will hold as a corps de re- 
serve for ua both, and make use of it without hesitation if I 
should find myself in want. 

Mr. Irving sent the last proof of Braeebridge Hall 
to press in London, May 11, 1822. He liad made great 
alterations and additions as the work was printing, so 
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that the first Eiiglisii edition differed considerably from 
the fii'st Amei'iean one. Tlie two editions were pub- 
lished within two dajs of each otlier, tlie American 
appearing on the 21st, and the Englisli on the 23d of 
May. 

Some time before the appeai'aiiee of Bracehridge 
Hall in London, Mr. Irving found himself getting the 
better of his eruptive complaint. He liad been at a 
grievous expense witli doctors to but little purpose, and 
he finally detei-mined to undertake his own cure ; " for 
I fancy," he says, " I understand the complaint as 
well as any of them." His first step was to give up 
beeping to the house and nursing, and to go out and to 
take exercise every day. He found his general health 
to improve under this regimen, without any increase in 
the irritation in his ankles. He then began to pay 
visits, and soon found himself in a constant huiTy of 
engagement*, in the midst of which Moore came over 
to London from Paris for a brief sojourn, aniving April 
16, and leaving May 7. During this inteiTsl his diary, 
for Mr. Irving kept none at this period, gives ua a few 
glimpses of the author, of which I select the following : 

May 2d, — "Went with Irving to breakfast at Holland Houye. 
The Duke of Bedford came in after brealifast, fi-esh from hia 
duel with the Duke of Buckingham. 

May &tk. — Irving walked about with me ; called together 
at Lady Blessington's, who is growing vciy absurd. " I have 
felt veiy melancholy and ill all this day," she said. " Why is 
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that," I asked. " Don't you know ? " '' No." " It is tlie an- 
niversary of my poor Napoleon's death." 

Ill the following letter to Bi'evoort, which continues 
the picture of his life in Ix)ndon, we find mention of 
John Eandolph and Mi's. Siddons. 

{To Ilmry Brevoorf] 

Mr BEAR Beevoobt : 

It is a long time since I ha\ e \ ear J fiom ^ ou \ our visits 
to Charleston seem always to mteiruj t our correspondence. 
For my part, between ill health haid senhblmg to make up for 
lost time and get another work into the pies' and the many 
engagements and interruptions that consume time ^nd distract 
my mind since my retiim to England I find it impossible to 
keep up punctual correspon fences and am now oveiwlielmed 
with epistolary debts. About tliree weeka smee I hunched a 
new work which you have doubtle'^9 seen 1 ng since in Amer- 
ica. The Enghsh edition has many alteiations an! additions, 
as I got into better health ind spirits after I sent my manu- 
script to America, and was enabled to impiove the work while 
printing. It seems to give satisfaction here and I am neaily 
killed with kindness, 1 have not a moment to n y^elf, and am 
so fatigued with company and dinnei and evennig parties, that 
I find it impossible to regain a peifect state of health, but am 
still troubled with lameness and inflammation m tht, ankles, the 
lingerings of my tedious maladj I shal! however soon leave 
this scene of bustle and dissipation and go to a wttpring-place 
on the continent (Aix-la-Chapelle) where I hope thoroughly to 
reinstate my health. Within these two months past I have 
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given myself up to socloty more than I liavc at any time since 
I have been in Eui'ope, having for the last four or five years 
heen very much shut up and at hoiae. I waa detennined this 
spring to give myself a holiday, and make use of the opportu- 
nity presented me of seeing fashionable life. I have done this 
to a considerable degree, tliougli I iiave suffered much draw- 
back on account of the indifffrent state of my health 

The success of my writinf;s hd'5 given me rpadj access to 
all kinds of society, and I have been the roundt. ol lout'?, din 
ners, operas, balls, and blue itocliing toteiies I hive been 
much pleased with those parties m which rank, aad fashion, 
and talent are blended ; and where jou find the most distia 
guished people of the day in vanoiis departments of literature, 
art, and science brought into familial commomon with leidmg 
statesmen and ancient nobility By the bye, I had many m 
quiries made after you by Su; Jame^ Mai-kmto'h who retiin:) i 
most friendly recollection of yon. 

John Randolph is here, and has attracted much attention. 
He has been sought after by people of the first distinction. I 
have met him repeatedly in company, and his eccentricity of 
appearance and manner makes him tlie more current and inter- 
esting ; for in higli hfe here, they are always eager after any 
tiling strange and peculiar. There is a vast deal, too, of the 
old school in Randolph's manner, the turn of his thoughts, and 
the style of his conversation, which seems to please very much. 

Young Hammond also was much liked here, and I only 
regretted tliat ho did not stay a little longer. He is one of the 
best bred young men that I have met with from our country, 
and one who, I think, w ill be distinguished in the society of New 
York for good mannere and good sense. There seems a strong 
Vol. n —41- (fi) 
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disposition to be pleased witli every thing American just now 
among the better classes in England, and a great curiosity 
awakened respecting our literature. 

Among other interesting acquaintances that I hate m-^de 19 
Mrs. Siddons. She is now near seyenty, and yet a magniiicpnt 
looking woman. It is surprising how little time has been able 
to impair the dignity of her carriage, or the noble expression of 
her countenance. I heard her read the part of ConatantP at 
her own house one evening, and I think it tlie greatc-t dra 
aiatic treat I have liad for a long time past. 

Four dajs aftei' tiio date of this letter, Mr. Irving 
received an invitation from Lady Spencer to dine with 
lier at Wimbledon, one of the country seata of Lord 
Spencer, ahont twelve miles from London. This was 
the lady whose Christmas invitation he had not been 
able to accept. At this dinner he fii'st met the poet 
Rogers, who had lately returned from tlie continent ; 
and who, thongh a sti-anger, received him with the 
heai'ty cordiality of an old friend. Ii'ving at thia time 
was overi-un. with invitations fram many of whom he 
knew nothing. Eogers cautioned liim to be on his 
guard, or the common-place would hunt him down. 
" Shew me your list of invitations," said he, " and let 
me give you a hint or two. Tliis accept," to one ; 
" tliat decline," to another ; to a third, " this man 
avoid by all means ; oh t he's a direful bore." Mr. 
L-ving was quite amused at this worldly advice of the 
poet, and especially at the decided emphasis of the 
last sentence. Who the individual was, so impres- 
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sively complimented, he did not specify when tho 
anecdote fell from him. 

I have heai'd Mr. Irving relate the following curious 
incident,, as occurring at "Wimbledon, where it eeems 
he passed the niglit. He was reading, as was his cus- 
tom through life, in bed. His door snddenly opened 
cantioTisly, and in stalked a grim apparition in the 
shape of a man with a lantern, who qnietly walked 
up to his light, and with some muttered sentence 
which escaped him, extinguished it, and then walked 
out, shutting the door after him, and leaving Geof- 
frey in a maze at the mysterious intrusion. Lady 
Spencer laughed heartily when he mentioned the in- 
cident the next morning at breakfast. " Oli," said she, 
" that WBS my fireman ; we once lost a country seat by 
Are, and ever since he has had orders to walk the cor- 
ridors at night, and when he detects a light from under 
the door, to extinguish it." 

The next trace of him is June 21, when he is pass- 
ing a few days at the country seat of Mr. Thomas 
Hope, author of Anastaaius ; from which the following 
letter to his sister Catherine bears date. 

[To Mrs. Paris.] 

Taz Smp BssE, Siteei. June 21, 1S22. 

* * * 1 am still very much troubled hy a lingering cu- 
truieous complaint, wlilcli I have long been endeavoring to 
cure, and liad almost succeeded ; but I have been bo much oc- 
cupied in preparing niy new work for the press, and since its 
IHiblicalion have been so liarassed by socicl.v-, and by coii- 
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ijmial invitations which 1 found it in vain to withstand, that 
my recovery lias heen impeded ; ajid I am frequently quite 
lame witli the inflammation of my ankles. Literary success, if 
it ha? its charms, lias likewise its disadvantages ; and iii so 
huge a place as London, where there is such a world of people 
living at tkeir ease, with nothing to coiisult hut amusement and 
society, the least notoriety takes away from a man all command 
of his time or person, unless he becomes absolutely rude and 
churlisli. If I remain any time in England when I return from 
the continent, I shall pass it almost entirely in the country, 
where I can he more to myself, and have my mind undisturbed 
by visitors and invitations. I cannot, however, but feel sen- 
sible of the extreme Idndness and hospitality that is lavished 
on me by all ranks, though it is apt to be a little too engross- 
ing. I am now writmg fiom. a countrj seit m a be-mtiful pirt 
of the country where 1 im passmg a fen dajs It is the ie=i 
deuce of Mr. Thomis Hope, one of the ncliest and most e\tii 
ordinary men in Enghnd not more iamous for his wealth and 
magnificence than, foi bemg the author of Anatt-ismi, i worn 
of great merit and cunoui, chaiactei Hii wife, the Hon Mis 
Hope, is one of the lo^thest women m the kmgdom and one 
of the reigning deities of fashion Thtir (.ountry seat i*" fui 
nished in a style of taste and magmficence of whu-h I ci,n give 
you no idea. "With all tliii, they are delightfully fr-mk, simple, 
and unpretending in their manners especially in tlieir country 
retreat ; which is the true phce to see Enghsli people to ad 
vantage. There are several persons on i M^it here, besides 
myself, and time passes awiy very plea'uintlj »• » * * 

You cannot think how much joii hi^e gratified me bj ev 
pressing the satisfaction deined flora my writings and from 
tlie public sentiments expn-sstd about them Out of the juirest 
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pleasures wIucIl literary success can yield me is tlie satisfaction 
it may ^ve my relatives. My life has been for the greater 
part a desultory and unprofitable one, owing perhaps to the 
great ascendency of my imagination over the more valuable 
facultiea of the mind. I have often felt distressed by the idea 
that I must be an object of censure among my friends ; you 
may judge then how heartfelt is my gratification at finding you 
and my dear sister Sally expressing a pride in what I have done, 
and what others say of me. Believe me, my dear sister, the 
fondest wislr of my heai't will be gratified if I can enjoy the 
affection of my relatives while living, and leave a name that 
may be cherished by the family when my poor wandering life is 



The following contribution to the Album at Deep 
Dene, which I take from the Cornhill Magazine of 
May, 1860, in which it appeared after his death, is in 
iiniEon with this strain of thouglit. 

WRITTEN IS THE DEEP DENE ALEDM. 
June 21, 1822. 

Tliou record of the votive thi'ong 

That fondly seek tliis imy shrine. 
And pay tie tribute of ft soiig 

Where worth and loveliness combine — 

What boots that I, a vagrant wiglit 
From clicae to clime still wandering on. 

Upon thy friendly page slionld write — 
Who'll think of me when I am gone ? 
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Go plough the wave, and aow the sand ; 

Throw seed to every wind that blows ; 
Along the h^hwaj strew thj hand 

And fattCD on the crop that grows. 

For even thus the man tbat roams 
On heedless hearts his feeling spends ; 

Strange tenant of a thousand homes, 

And friendless, with ten thousand friends ! 

Yet here for once I'll leave a trace. 

To ask in aHertimes a tliQught ; 
To aay that here a resting-place 

My wajworn heart has fondlj Bought. 

So the poor pilgrim heedless strays. 
Unmoved, through inanj a re^ou fair ; 

But at some shrine his tribute pays. 
To tell that he has worsliipi>ed there. 

Washington iBvixt. 

Juiie 30, lie writes to Erevoort from London : 

I had thought to have been off to the continent before this, 
hut yet here I ani. However, I am resolved to go in tlie 
course of a week. 

I have made so many veiy intei olm^ ind i^ienlle u 
quaintances of late, tliat I find it liard to pet tuaj liom thpni 
Indeed I have got on sociable terms with most of the men of 
letters and the leading artists of the day that ire in Linirn 
and am continually meeting with cradoug and entertammg chai 
acters. A few days since I was made icrjuiinted with old 
Lady Jones, widow of Sir William Jjnes I hal no idi-i of 
her being yet alivr. She is lively od cheeifiil ti1 in full 
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p<sse^ion of her faculties and animal spirits. She is the 
daughter of the Bishop of St. Asaph, "who voted against tho 
American war. She .rememhei-s Dr. Franklin, who was a 
friend of her father ; and relates two or three anecdotes of him. 
She has always been a very strong friend of America. 

I lately p<wse(l a few days at the country seat of Mr. 
Thomas Hope author of Anastasius. Yon have read his work, 
I piesiime, Tshich I think one of the most extraordinary pro- 
ductions of the day He is an extremely interesting man, 
somewhat shy and reserved to strangei-s, but full of knowledge 
and talent, and most amiable in his manners when you become 
acquainted with him He has wiitten a vast deal th'it he his 
nevei pubhshed, and is now busy upon a mptaphysical work 
He has voluminous ti-i'vels m minusciipt, and is 1 raasteriy 
draughtsman It is a thousand pities tbit he cinnot be per 
suaded to publish moie Hs tnvela must be full of inteie'jtng 
incident and observation. 

Rogers, the poet, returned not long since from the continent, 
and 1 breakfast occasionally with liim, and meet Ci"abbe and 
others of his literary friends. He has one of the completest 
and most elegant little bachelor establishments that I have ever 
seen. It is as neat, and elegant, and finished, and small, as his 
own principal poem. 

Jult/ isi. — I have scrawled this letter at intervals ; for I 
have many to write to, and am so distracted by engagements 
and occupied by making prepaiationa to go to the continent, 
that I have hardly a moment of leisure time or quiet thought. 

Mathews, the comedian, is coming out to make a tour in 
America, which I have no doubt will be a successful one. His 
powers of entertainment are wonderful. By his talents at 
imitation, he in a manner raises the dead and makes them walk 
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and talk for your amiam fhispim fT Wl 

kinaon Micldin, "Wilk L &. m g h 1 f 1 

in itations HeisaT Imnlkm p 

life an 1 at times the 1 f f 1 tabl b 1 pec to n f 

clnracters of the day I 1 11 ? li m 1 r& Am 
and -imong others to j ir If 

I hive written a 1 hi J k N 

an! am aaliamed that I 1 1 If 1 Yly I 

ha^e no tune to wri f and fi 1 in 1 \ 

getting into habits of p as 

I Wl Ii you would k I gh J E k 

to ^et tie college t jl J hn M 11 b k 11 PI 

Street, a^ a literary ag L d H is m I 

and meritorious little man, indefetigable in the discharge of any 
commission intrusted to him, and moderate and conscientious in 
his charges. He devotes himself almost exclusively to Amer- 
ican business. I would strongly recommend him. to yourself 
should yon at any time want boofe from London. He could 
hunt np any rare works ; and I believe you would save money 
by employing him. 

Give my sincere regards to Mrs Brevoort, and remember 
nie affeclionately to the Renwicks and to your father's family. 
I am, my dear Brevoort, 

Ever Biost truly yours, 

Washington Ihtixg. 

"When Ml". Irving returned from Beep Dene to liis 
lodgings in Tjondon, lie fonnd his table covered with 
invitations which had accumulated during liis absence. 

I have been leading a sad life lately [he writes to hia 
brother Petei', June 301, buriiin^r the candle at both ends, and 
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seeing the fashionable world through one of its seasoua. The 
success of my writings gave me an opportunity, and I thought 
it wortli while to emhrace it if it were only fi>r cTinositj's sake. 
I have therefore been tossed about "liither and thither and 
whither I would not ; " have been at the levee and the diAw- 
ing-room, been at routs, and halls, and dinner's, ajid country- 
seats ; been hand-and-glove with nobdity and mobility, until 
hke Trim I have satisfied the sentiment, and am now preparing 
to make my escape from all this splendid confusion. 

He was intending to make the best of his way to 
Aix-la-Cliapelle, for the benefit of the baths and waters. 
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1 1 lIIE le&tlesb lite which tlie autliwi had been leading 
-*- in London, had thrown him back in liis re- 
covery, and when he started for Aix-la-Chapelle, 
he was still ratlier lame from tlie lingerings of hia 
cutaneous complaint. From thia ancient city it was 
his intention to make a little exenrsion into Germany, 
and then refcni'n to Paris in the antiimn ; hut sncli 
was not to be the conrse of his wandering. 

On fhn 6tli of July, he left London for Rotter- 
dam, and pi-oceeded thence by the Hagne, Leyden, 
Haarlem and Amsterdam, to tlie "little old gliost- 
ridden city," as lie terms it in his notes, wliich he 
reached June 17. 

At Amsterdam his note-book has tliia rceoi-d : 
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Put up lit the Arms of Amstcrilam ; a lambtiiig, ill-coii- 
ducted iiotul. Have to ring several times, and tlien three or 
four queeri shabby-looking waiters come tumbling into tlie 
room, speaking bad Frencli, bad English, and what is worst of 
nl3, good Dutch, 

My chamber one of those high old Dutch rooms with long 
\vindoTV3 that iQight serve for a chmxh, looking out upon a nar- 
i-ow street of tall houses, with qiieer faces at every window. The 
room has overhanging chimney with stove under it. Arcadian 
scene ; shepherd in silk breectes on tlie wall. 

Table d'hote. Englishman with soin-, discontented face, 
travelling to find whatever is bad out of England ; next to lum 
a pleasanf-faced Russian, who speaks English well and praises 
England ; Englishman condescends to accept every compliment, 
but gives none in return. 

I triiig together some extracts from liis letters 
during the progress of his journeying from Aix-la- 
Chapelle to Heidelberg, wlievo he expected to make 
his head quarters, wlien he set out on his tour. 

[To 2Irs. Van War/.} 

My DRAB SiSTEB : 

I have now beei 1 f p 1ft 1 ^ \ h 

had rather a lonely, u mf rt bl t f t T t 

part of the time I ha b n Im t nii d I 1 

have suffered extrem ly f tl fl mm t 1 

I have been without any q ta 1 tl t 1 

position to make any f my 1 m n nd ff g 1 t 
unfit me for society. I an at t m qu t d p nt d bj ti 
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turning virulence of my complaint ; it is so tedious of cure ; it 
so complataly altars all my liabits of living and subjects me to 
sutli continual bath.3 of a powerful kind, that I sometimes fear 
it may effect some injury to my constitution, and prepare the 
way foi otliei maladies. As yet, however, my general health 
is good, and if I cou] J only get unfettered from this cruel mal- 
ady, I stould liave nothing to complain of I am disappointed 
in Aix-la-Chapelle. To me it is a very dull- place, and I do not 
fi dth t til m m il d tl t Tl t 

th t wn b t f 1 Tl p hi g 1 il t 1 t 

surr d tl 11 1 y 1 ly t y rj d t 

h 1 1 1 h U t 1 mj If f th 1 h htf 1 Ik 

d 1 ly t k d tl nity 

This h b tlpl d til t f p f 

Ch 1 m th t m 1 a I t y d ^ 

H t ml tl tl d 1 d ly k d by ! 1 

I b f bl k m bl wl 1 th pt C I M g 
Tl C U 1 1 t Ij t bl 1 1 g p 1 
E y U I 1 tl 1 i 1 t 1 11 d tl 

d 1 1 I a bj tl t 1 m f t t w 

Th G m f 11 f Id u, t d isa ! 1 

bit tl I t f 1 Id At 1 tw 1 i 

1 k th t lun th t 1 tl C th 1 1 1 

th 1 k tnk bl w m y 1 last f 1 tl 

tr k f th 1 k 1 fl d f tl -w rm t f 

tl 1 11 sa f tl It I t m tl £, 

t ly 1 m 

Th I ] 1 h t 1 t d 1 k ] t 1 1 tl 

d Th m d pi t m As t tl 

P y t tl- 1 t 1 and r til 1 n. t mj d f 

II t 1 t p t 1 ly th t Russ Prua 
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-siana, Germans, Dutch, &c. Everywhere you see mihtaiy chat- 
acters, in fierce moustaches and jiiighiig spurs, with ribbons and 
various orders at their button-holes. Still, though there are 
many personages of rank here, the place is not considered tlie 
most fashionable, and there are many rough characters in the 
crowds that throng the saloons. Indeed it is somewhat difficult 
to distinguish a gentleman from a common man among these 
northern people ; there is great slovenliness of dress and coarse- 
ness of appearance among them ; they all smoke ; and I have 
often been surprised to hear a coarse-looking man, whom I had 
set down for some common tradesman addressed as Mon=ieuj' 

C n B n 

Thwhhasny dp A 



Eir 



Tl e lay af te lug passage wa ■« n en oo fo 

e th n L s waj a t y o d acqua n M 

ThomaB Brandraui, wlio had ascended the Hudson with 

him during his first toiii' to Canada with Mr, Hoffman's 
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party, and whom he had since met in London, where 
Le was the principal of an opulent commercial liouso. 
He was travelling alone in liis carriage, and after pass- 
ing a couple of days together, Mr. Irving found him- 
self so much cheered by having a companion to talk 
to, that lie was indneed, lame as he was, to accept his 
invitation of a convoy to "Wisbaden. 

\wil tleni^e rullcl [? M le in Irttfi io Itlei] ti 
had 1 (.Ijirmmg ligl t open cair igp in wl ilIi I t uU loll it tall 
Jengtli lie was a capitjl tiavplki took tJ e management of 
everv thmg upon him«e¥ had an excellent servant who was 
all attention to me, and jn ■^p fe of my maladv I made one cf 
tlie pleasanteat excursions poooihle Tliougli too lame to es 
ploie the curious old towns and the romantic rmns which we 
pas i,d ^et I Jflled m the cunat,e and hanqnetted on fine 
SI eneiy m Bre\oort s fnoitte stjle After ill that I hal heard 
and rtad the Rhine far surpassed my expectation In lepd 
I am perfectly delighted with Germanj ^itpr po ting this 
for four di\i en pnnce we arrived at "Wiabaden 

[To Mrs. Van Wart.] 

Mt dear SiSTKE : 

I have just received the letter from you and Mr. Van 
Wart, crammed full of very agreeable and interesting matter. 
How it has cheered and gratified tae in my present solitude, for 
I am here solitary amidst a crowd. My w-ortliy friend with 
whom I came on here left me last Monday, and I have been 
without a companion through the week ; for at these watering- 
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places the people are all contmually going and coming, making 
l)ut transient stay, and are too much taken up with tlieit own 
jditeaanl ompamon'! to trouble tliem^elves T^itl a Btranger 
and an mvil 1 who cannot speak their language Perhapa 
the fault lest^ with mj'ielf ijr my present ndi-^position fakes 
away from mj spnit's and from that alacrity m conversation 
V, huh 1 1 pcp? ary to make the most of society m tru elling. 

Though T hiv <• no acquaintaaeea here, yet I contrive to 
get through my dnys very tolerably. There are fine piiblic 
v,alks anl '^hruli! eries immediately op} site my hotel, and a 
beautiful public gaiJen nithn five mmutes walk. My win- 
dows command & prospect of if nd I limp io it, and pass part 
of my diys there I hai e not 1 een able to apply myself to 
literary labor since the publication of my list work. It seems 
13 if my mmd toil hohla^ the moment it was out of the 
traces likp i horse turnpd loose m the pa'ture ; and as I am 
anxious to restore mj health jerfectlj I have not attempted 
to task m J self m the least I w ".h jou were here with me to 
enjoy some of the fine scenery of this neighborl ood, and to take 
a day s tour among the v, )odj glens and charming little val- 
leys that he among the Taun is mountains or to coast along 
the lov ely bordeio of the Ehmewheie tie hills are covered 
with woods and ■vmeyaids, -md crowned with mouldering old 
oaatle=! I am v ery n uch pleased v. ith tl e Germans ; they are 
a frank kind, u ell meaning people and I make no doubt were 
I m a place wIicip I could become lotimate I should enjoy 
myself ver> much among tl cm The r ode cf living here is 
quite pnmitive m some reapeets part cularlj as to hours. I 
am now in a very tne fashionable hotel I find the honse in a 
bu leletwes-n ^ nl vn m Hem o- when the com- 
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pany bathe and then breakfast in their roouia. At one o'clock 
dinner is setveil in the i^iand '*alooi> at a tnble d 1 6te Sf me 
hotels dine at two o doch but this la con^ilprel rather lite 
After dinner, generally tlie toilette is made i r the evening 
promenade, the tlieitre the ball, oi can^'Pit or whate^Lr mi> 
he the amusement of the evening \X 'cme hoteU tliere J? i 
table d'hote again for suppe at 1 o t gl t 11 1 ! 
aa hearty a meal as the dinn 1 t at the 1 ot I he e I tay 
the guests order supper ace d g to th mclmat on Tl e 
play goes in at six o'clock and me ut at nme Tl e balls 
begin at seven, or at most e ^ht 1 I and a e gen allj o 
between ten and eleven. Most commonly the good folks are 
all quiet and in bed by ten o'clock — after all, there is something 
very sensible and comfortable in this old fashioned style of 
living, and it seems to ,be healthy too, for tlie Germans, in 
general, are a Terj- Jiearty-looking people. * *. * 

Aug. 20tk. — I have had a restless, sleepless night from this 
tormenting malady. I believe I walked a little too much yes- 
terday, it being Sunday, and tlie public gardens full of people 
of all ranks. I think I slial! quit "Wisbaden in a day or two, 
and go to tlie old city of Mayence, or Menta, about six miles 
from hence, on the banks of the Rhine. There is a bath there 
of the kind I require, and I shall have the resource of a large 
town to interest me, besides being able to make excursions on 
water among the beautiful scenery of tlie Eheingan, and up 
the Mayne to Frankfort, for the river Mayne empties into the 
Rhine just at Mayence. By-the-bye, the fair at Frankfort 
commences ui a few days, which is one of the greatest fairs in 
Europe. * * * 

8 o'elode, evening. — I am just returned from a delightful drive 
among the mountains, and up to a place called Du Platte, where 
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the Duke of Nassau (in whose tenitoriea I now am) had .1 
hunting lodge. I set off about five o'clock, that I might enjoy 
the sunset smong the mountains. I cannot express to you how 
charming these drives are among beautiful woody momitams, 
with every now and thera prospects over an immense trajDt of 
country, with the Mayne and Rhine winding through it. The 
weather is temperate and serene, especially in the evenings. 
The landscape is dotted with villages, Mayence is a striking 
object in every view, aad far off to the south the prospect is 
bouiided by the blue heights of the Odeuwald. It is in this 
latter region yott may recollect that I laid the scene of my 
little story of the Spectre Bridegroom. It would amitse you 
to see roe in a, crazy, clumsy open carriage, drawn by two 
ragged, bony, long-tailed horses, and harnessed with old ropes 
and rotten strips, which ai*e the kind of hackney vehicles in 
German towns. Here I sit with my legs coiled up somethmg 
lilce a Turkish bashaw, and hold a mongrel conversation, made 
up of English, French, and Gei-man, with the driver. The one 
that drove me this afternoon was full of admiration of the Ker- 
zog von Nassau, (the Duke of Nassau,) whom he seemed to 
regard as the greatest potentate on earth. He was continually 
breaking out into eulogies of the forests, the hills, the vine- 
yards, all which belonged to the Keraog ; and then the vast 
number of deer and wild boars m these foiests all bek nging to 
the Keraog f anl then the fine huntmg seat where the Kerzog 
came in the autumn to heii the belhng of the deer all his 
raptures were expressed in had and braken Geimin to enable 
me the better to understand hm: and accompanied by great 
grimace and gesticulation * * 

I have determined to skit mj hi"id qniita^ aftti dinner 

Vol. II.-5 (X) 
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to-day to Mayence on the banks of the Rhine, ahout five or sis 
miles from this, and I will continue my letter from that place. 

Aag. 2lj Sweninjf.— Here I am safely quartered at May- 
eiice ; and though I felt some regret at leaving the splendid 
hotel and pleasant environs of Wishaden, yet I find ranch to 
compensate me at this place. The hath here is a kind of pri- 
vate property of an old gentleman, a hmi of half philosopher 
and Jack-of-all'trades, who constructed it for h^ own cure. He 
knows, therefore, how to administer it, which is a great advan- 
tage ; for I suffered much pain from the ignorance of the at- 
tendants at Wisbaden, who made the haths too hot, which 
nearly occasioned fainting, and produced severe pain in my 
ankles. This place is remarkably weO situated for enjoying the 
scenery of the Rhine. From the bridge of boats which crosses 
the river in front of the town, there is a beautiful view down 
the Rheingau with several little islands covered with ttees, 
while along the opposite side of the nvei lie the warm sunny 
hills which produce the finest Rhmp ■wines They 1ih exposed 
to the south, and sheltered by the range of Tiunus mountains 
fi-om the north winds, so that their grapes 1 ave the choicest 
influence of sua and weather Nothing can he more charming 
than this look down the rivei, with the fine i ange of mountains 
closing the view ; and then, on looking up, theie is the little 
chateau and village of Hoekhtimer, fimou'j foi rts wine the 
confluence of the Mayne, and the purple heights of the Oden 
wald away in the distance. 

Mayence is one of tho'^e old battered wariior townb that 
enjoy the' advantage of being knoclied about, and battcied, 
and taken, and retaken in every v,T,r The old cjthedial bears 
marks of the last siege, some of the toweis hiring in rum'^ and 
the traces of a bombshell in the interior. The town has two 
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01 thies hn i,fi el ind sfveral !i je itmM 11^ oil CTcrm-ui 
pi,laces some turned into ho pit'ds fonre into bariacLa ioi 
ooldiers, and ^ine aliut up and inhabited I presuaip ] y gho=ts 
and hobgoblm Many parta of the to^n are verj old with 
time worn and war T\om to^^ers The pWe i& now i,iniwned 
by German confedi,ntta ''o that thwe are tioojs ot iifterent 
powers here At the inn vhere I p«t up and nhich is, kept 
by a fit joHj waggiB!! old Prenchmin a great Bonapaatist 
m hi3 heart there 19 a table d bote fiequentpd by spvetal 
officers Ra aian Austrian Prussian &c I hive dined here 
on a visit I made some days since to Mayence, and was very 
much pleased with the motley group, who were all acquainted 
with each other, and full of conversation. One of the pleasant' 
eat things in travelling on the continent is to meet with table- 
d'h6tes of this kind in garrisoned towns. You find at them 
ilwaj 9 a variety of strongly marked characters men who have 
led a rambhng carapiigning life and seen a great deal of tlie 

Aug 22d — I have taken i bath at the old pblofl^i hei s 
who 13 quite an original an mthoj, a hw^er 1 ehem bt ■inl 
for aught I know, an alchemist foi he ■' poor and fi ciful 
enough to be one He 1 \ e& mi huge old mansion, that has 
once had lome cIiitbs to magnihceuLe, but it is now rathei 
rattuh and stands in a silent, grass grown street Had I 
known the old gentleman a little eailier he would have gn en 
me =ome exceilpnt hints foi m> akhemist a. it 10 I hill 
turn him to account ^irae way 51 other ui\ niein to "itudv 
him attentively 

I \m qmte pleased with my quarter^ liie hotpl 11 qrate a 
Epeamen of one of these frontiei hotel , and abounds with 
characters. * * * * 
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It was from the Hotel de Darmstadt here spoken 
of, that the introduction to the Tales of a Traveller is 
dated. The author was thrown back in hia recovery 
after his arrival at Mayence, and was detained there 
Bome time by indisposition, as stated in that intro- 
dnetion, nor was Kati-ina, the pretty daughter of mine 
host, under whose tuition he conjugated ich Hebe a 
fiction, btit the tales really were wi-itten partly in 
Paris, and partly in England- As, however, he tells 
Peter, he was in hopes to have something under way 
for spring publication, it is probable he attempted 
some scribbling imder the roof of the jolly publican, 
John Ardnot, from which the fancy took him to date 
his lucubrations from that Hotel, 

[To Mrs. Sarah Van Wart.] 

My di':au Sisteh : 

I d p tcl 1 y w 11 fill d 1 tt to y f m th place 

1 t t d y II b h li f t- 

n ght b t d t i t fi i m If It t t 1 I h e 

1 bl d t b 1 tl 1 y p b th 1 1 ast f tl e 

p t I f d If ly 1 th m tw r 

tl t d tl t tl y f 11 w d by p 1 

th 1 i Ih ftl m 1 t ■ut d 

I w VI 1 th gh I t tlj tl t th m ! dy 

hutml d f d£ tftle 

J t d p t id ly f tl t m 1 Tl t tli 1 1 

iff d f tin f y E gl 1 d f q tly tj 

ff t my torn h and th fits f t dy d 1 1 7 I pl f n> 
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and the disu'p ot exertisp to whicli I fiequentJy Ruhjected ray- 
self, and towhiih I had not piPTiously been accustomed, all 
gradually prepaied the waj for some malady, and pprhipa the 
one under wkch I at pie'^eiit suffer has prevented one of a 
more dangeious iiatuie I now forp=ee that it will take me 
some time, and patience, and care to restore my aystem to a 
healthful tone , all these external applications are hut pallia- 
five , they reheve me fiom piesent pun and inconvenience, but 
it must he by diet, by- gentle and slowly operating remedies, by 
easy recreation and tranquOlity, and moderate exercise of mind, 
tliat I must gradually bring my constitution once more into vig- 
oroiK activity, and eradicate every lurkiug evil. 

I feel the value of life and health now in a degree that I 
never did before. I have always looked upon myself as a use- 
less being, whose existence was of little moment. I now think, 
if I live and enjoy my health, I may be of some use to those 
who are most dear to me. 

Notwithstanding the continuance of my complaint^ I think 
the change of country and climate has been of service to me. 
The beautifol scenery among which I have lived of late, the 
fine weather and the pure and healthful air of these parts have 
liad a most genial effect upon mind ajid body, I do not know 
when I have been more alive to the influence of lovely land- 
scapes. * * I am most kindly attended by every one be- 
longing to the hotel ; am qwite one of the family of mine Jiost, 
and have daily lessens in French and German from one of his 
daughters, la belle Katrina, a pretty little giri of sixteen who 
has been educated in a convent. 

T am leading a very idle life, I read considerably, but I 
do not pretend to write ; and my mind lias complete holiday, 
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SO that it will be some time before 1 get another work undor 

S^i. 9th. — I returned last night from a delightful tour of 

three days. The weather was so fine and I felt so comfoi-table 

that I ■was tempted to visit some of the beautiful scenery of the 

Rhine. Accordingly I set off early one morning in company 

with a young English officer in one of the passage hoats of the 

river, ajid made a voyage to Coblenta, about sixty miles down 

th wl w rr d 1 t th g Th t k m 

th h m f th £ t y tl 1 h 1 1 1 d J d 

y J y p th El I tl w t f m tl I 1 I 

n w h d pp tm tj f g t f m tl w t I t 

1 t J h w m h I m d 1 ^ht d w tl tl b t f 1 

d maj t F y m f tl fi t I t f tl 

H dso ml 11 1 1 w tl Id t w tl d t-s 1 

1 tl d t f tl 1 1 t w tl 1 J 

y h m d f tl m Dnifi a d b ty f tl 



[To Mrs. Sarali Van Wart.} 

IIWDKLDEliG, Sf.pi, 18, 1323. 

My deak Sisteb : 

I despatched a long letter to you just as I was leaving 
Mayence. I broke up my encampment there on the 13th, and 
set off for Frankfort about twenty miles distant in company with 
Captam "Wemyes, a young English officer of the dragoons. 
We leached Frankfort m the evening hut found some difficulty 
in gettmg lodgmgB, for though the town is large, with enor- 
moiis iniia yet the plice is so cuwded d iiing the fair that 
ev(r7 house is full \.t me mn wheie we appliecl, we could 
not get idmitfance another MhiLh mad up one hundred and 
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eighty beds, had hut one room vacant — at length the servant 
at the inn pioruicd us twj neat loonia at a slioemaker's, 
which we took for three Aajs at the late of two Brabant 
crowns a day , a huge price for Geimai j Th f f F k 
fort is held twice a year, m sprint, and t mu, d I'u.f 
eral weelts each time. You must not j J f t h 
fi'om your faira. It is aa assemhlage of h t d t I 

from, all parts of Germany, Holland, T L -w\ t 

here to transact business, and trade on 1 ^ cal h 1 tl 
public squares and the quay along the b It ^ w tl 

streets of httle wooden booths, shops of 11 1 d wl 11 

Idnds of wares and merchandise are e 1 1 t 1 I f th 

squares are a few shows and a, tempo y us b t V 
seems to be much more attended to th pi Th 1 ] 

city swarms Eke a beehive, and the stre t I i p 

tures for the virion-' dreisei the peculiar costumes of the pois 

t tl t q G m hmld gq d th t rm 1 g f 1 
d y t 11 b t, t lly p t m d f tl 

dptd thwksfth Idp t InF kftis 

n. 1 y dm d t t.bl dj t b t 1 1 <u I 

PI i b t m tl Tl il f tl h t 1 

lit 7 1 tl 0^11 f us 

wl pi y d d g th p t Tl gl t G n y tl t bl 
dl t Iw y tte d d by t 11 is g 

& i i f It d th m 1 11 t 

f m th tl t tl t bl (tl 1 1 Iw y 

ptel) h p y 1 1 f l-r ta ( It 

P y half I nny) t m th m ) 1 Ilk 

tl t m 

1 I f t 1 t f 1 1 w 1 th 1 tl 1 1 i 

G y tl t PI 11 t b thnvmg d <is K 
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In moat of the German to'wns, in consequence of the breaking 
up of the little Gierman principalities and courts during the time 
of Bonapari;e, and the merging of these petty governments into 
large states, you see continually the traces of former splendor ; 
the ruins of petty aristocracies ; old palaces deserted and falling 
into ruin; t r t 1 T h p't 1 ^ F kf t 

the contia is d p d mm -il to vn ts p ac 

are built b d n d 11 

increasing S h b 

the middle (g)g'wm b d 

parts of th p 7 P 

river Mai w h g 

mountains dis I m h 

civility at F UK fl 

of the pla w m I pp d 

duction. I w dpi, 

and could k I uld 

highly thi ac b h A g h 

three daya ftFkf hCpTiWrnss 

and we came on leisujoly ma vottuie thiough Darmstadt to this 

place, which is in the Duchy of Baden. We came by what 

is called the Berg Strasse, or mountain road, a route famous 

for its heanty of scenery. Our road lay along the foot of the 

mountains of the Odeuwald, which rose to our left, with 

vineyards about their skirts, and tteir summits covered wiih 

^wests, from which every now and then peeped out the 

cnimbling towers of some old castle, famous in German song 

and story ; to our right spread out a rich plain as far as the 

eye could reach ; with a faint line of blue hills marldng tJie 

course of the distant Rhine. It is all in vain to attempt to 
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deacnbe the beauiy of these scene — the continual \anety of 
lomautic scenery that del glits the pye and pxc ies the im 
agiiiat on aJid the tajpy ihundau e that fillo the heait The 
exubeiint quantit) of fine fiuit thtt I ee around me reminds 
m? of lur own comtiy Tht, roads are b rdpred b^ orchirds 
of apples and peais, wheiP the trees are =o loaded tli-vt the 
brand e ha\e to be supportel by stale' lent they should 
bieili In some pnits of tlie comitiy thioigli which wc 
p issed tl ey weie (,ettiiig in t! e Yintage which wiLl be i 
memorable one Men v, n en and did lie i i\cre bu'iy in the 
■\meyardi on the side c£ tie lulls tie road wis alive with 
peasint? Kden with basheis of fruit oi tubs in which the 
grapes were piessed Sumi, were pres^^mg tl e gi'tpes in great 
tub ir ^ats on the loadaide In the aftemo n tl eic wis 
CJtttinuil filing of ^nw and -hjuting if the pea ants on the 
vme hlls miking merry iftPi their laboi foi tl o \ itnge s 
the season when labor and jolbtj go hand in hand We 
bought clustei of delcinus gripes fo almost noHm^, a we 
tiavell d -Jong and I Aiik of the newly pies^ed wine 
whicl lias the swePlne^ of new cidei Ihe farthti we ad 
Tonccd mto the Duchy of Baden tht iichei tl e sc nerj 
became foi this is a most feitle ten tni aid oi e where 
the peasantry are lemarkably well off The oomfortable vil 
lages ar bu led in orrhaida lud ^nricunded bj \ie;iid= 
and the eountri people arc health^ v.eM clacl goollool ng 
in 1 cheerful 

"With all my ailments and my lameness, I never have enjoyed 

travelling more than through these lovely countries. I do not 

know whether it is the pecHliar fineness of the season, or the 

general character of the climate, but I never was more sensible 

Vol. n.— 6* 
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of the opyn air. 

Awaiting liis aii-ival at Heidelberg, which be bad 
expected to reacb mueb earlier, ■wlien be set out on 
Ilia tour, Mr. IiTing found the following letter, 

tkom Tliomas Moore. 

August S, 1822. 

Mt dear Ibvino: 

I liave been so clepbrably lazy aljout writing to you, tiiat 
I fear I am now too lato to catcJi you at Heidelberg, and lest 
it should be the fate of my letter to die in the Dead Letter 
office of a German town (" la plus morte mort " as Moutaigne 
calls it, that I can imagine), I will only veutiixe two or three 
haaty lines, to tell you tlat we are all quite ■\\aW and fuU of 
delight at the idea of seeing you heio m intumn I have 
taken up a subject for a poem siuco I came to Fassy, and 
nearly finished it — only ^bout tweh e oi thi teen hundred 
lines in all, which I sl^all publish singly Be'isy has been for 
Bome weeks (with that " John Bull," as Tom now calls him- 
self,) at Montmorenci, drinking the waters, I will just give you 
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an eztiiLt liom 1 1pttcr I ilcci^ pd from liei yesterday, because 
I tliiiiK. it I'' about li guud ciiLicism as ts to be had (for hve 
at least, whatevei tlieie may be foi money), now-a-dfiya, " I 
have just fini'^lipd Bracebridge Hali, and am mote than ever 
dcbgbted with the autlioi How often ho toutlieg the Iieart ! at 
1 ast I til k yon will agree witK me tliat tlie modesty 

f tl last 1 m tat i is such as critics would do well to imitate 
ft PI jour vous" would dispel the illusions of 

th pi tJ t^ d ngly, 

I w t y y much here, aud often express my wants 

1 d tl ] I j ve not Mrs. Story to give her gentle echo 
t th m '31 mplaina in her last letter to Bessy, tliat she 
has no longei y traces of your existence in the world. I 
coiild scribble a good ileal more, now I have begun, but liaving 
the fear of that Epistolary Death at Heidelberg before my eyes, 
I must stop sliovt, and ara, ray dear Irving, 

Ever faithf Lilly yours, 

TnoMAs MooEE. 

At the rceoipt of tins letter, Mi: Irving was unde- 
termined which way to direct his eoiu'se, whether to 
return to Paris, where Moore was expecting to wel- 
come him ; to make a tour in the countpy of the Black 
^Forest, or to strike into the interior of Geiinany and 
pass his winter in Dresden or Vienna. Not three 
weeks hefore he set out on his tour, he had written to 
Brevoort : 

I shall leave London in two or tin-ee weeks for tlie conti- 
nent, and BO soon aa I hftve reinstated my health, I shall 
make a. hasty tour, that I have been contemplating for several 
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years past : whea that is accomplished, I shall have oue grand 
ebstacle removed to my letuin liome ; and will endeavor to 
arrange my concerns so as once more to see my uativo land, 
wMcli ia daily becoming dearer and dearer to my imagination, 
as the lapse of time gives it all the charms of distance. 

Yet so it was, with this purpose constantly in his 
thoughts, yeai'S were to roll by before he should agahi 
revisit ita shores. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



T BEiHG together some fiirtlier extracts from liis 
-^ letters to !^^s sister, Jlrs, Van Wart : 

Sjf 0/ — : 1 1 II d t H 1 11 d 

h pass d tl t m y ^l ui tly Th f m 1 ttl 

old t t t d J t t th f f w 11 > 

b t t I t Tl N k 1 b tfd 

n fl by t d Ti tw tb m tai y 1 1 t r 
athilthhwlktlNk lat e 

to ft El d tl d ta t 1 1 1 a by M t 

T mi d tl h gl V g t 18 11 t 1 g tl e 

fl t f F lill 1 1 mm 1 t 1 b e 

H d 11 g {1 rm f tli Id tl f ll m t 

sp! d d d te ru G m j Tl p bhc 

g 1 onl £ ll ly walk 11 t 1 ^ il 1 f tie 

hD 11 L t tl Id a.tl fr m 1 y 1 h g 

V tb plai f tl E! d p tl 11 y f t! e 
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No kar I }a^(i receive'! tK iiiO'^t h ^i lUbl ittr i na 
frmi Count JenmaOn whj teoiOes at Ui s plaoe tu i 1 ui 
I liought letters fiom his fiends in England He la a -vpij 
elegant and a^iepable nidn and speaks English ao peifectly 
as m Engli^luuin He was Grand CLombeilam to the lat 
King ofWurtemberg and ix is onte mini'.tpr to the Couit of 
&t Jinies, where he mimed on En{,l sh lady ff raali. Ha 
d^uglitei? ipeali English and the family la very imuhle and 
agreeable As it is the fa hion heie to dme at one o dock 
we have long afteiaooiii ■winch m tins serene golden aeason 
are dehghtful Count Jemi son haa taken ua out eadi aftei 
uoon in in opei cai'iiage ■^nd ahown us =ome of tlie Jovelieat 
proapccts n th]-* ertdianting neighboihc d We have hi ewise 
made tlie acquamtance of a young Sileslan prince, and Count 
Shoenberg, a young Saxon nobleman, who both reside in the 
same hotel with ua, so that we have plenty of society and 
'amusement. As this neighborhood abounda with old castles, 
famous in legend and goblin tale, and the country is wonderfully 
diversified by wild and rich scenery, you may imagine how de- 
hghtful every little excursion must be. 1 am now so mudi 
recovered from my lameness, as to be able to take long walks 
among the hills, and to scramble among tlie ruins of old castles, 
and I find the exerciae has a fine effect upon my genera! 
health. There is a good bathing house opposite the hotel, 
where I take a tepid bath every morning, medicated with aul- 
phuret of potaaao, which I find to be extremely efficacious. 
[To Mrs. Sarah Van Wart.} 

HiNBicK (Buck Fobebt), Oct S. 1S2B. 

Mt dear Sister : 

My last letter waa written from Heidelberg, which place I 
left on the 30th Septemlier in company with Oa|it. Wemyss, 
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the same young officer of diagoons tliat has travelled with me 
from Mayence to Frankfort, &c Our first day's journey 
hrowgkt us to Carlsiuhe, the capital of the duchy of Baden, a 
very pleasant, well-budt httle phce, mostly new, with a fine 
palace, public buildings, giiideaa, theatre, &c. These little 
C "a p t t t have fine times of it, living on the fat of the 
Id tl d t f beautiful scenery. They seem to have all 
til ta f ereignty, without it* cores and troubles 

F tl nt to Bal f th m t m t llj 

t t d t mg placea I h I 11 

p t 1 11 y that runa Ik ill t f tl b i pi m 

f tl Ph t the boson f tl m t Am tl 

p d tains that o 1 1 th t th ims f 

g m Id ^tl nd anothe p t t g istl t tl 1 ill 

1 1 tl pp part of t! t Tl 1 It I tl Kt 1 1 
tl tl aj: 1 g galleries f p t o- f 11 tl EI t rs f 
B d n 1 th h roes of its m f ilj f 1 

tun b h tl t 1 ve a mos t 1 ] j 1 1 t tl 

t tl gl t t 1 U d tl th ustl w w 

] w It ap tin t tl t q 11 d tl f hn tl 

of novelists Tl y 1 mh wh th t t h 1 

held its sitt a d wl t t w fi d 1 f 

convicfed, f tu 1 nd t d Tl w my t us 

sqciation that m ntui si 1 Id 11 G j w 

It was a ki d f Inq t n tl t t k <mza. 1 11 k 1 
of oifencea. Its sittings were held m secret ; all ils movements 
were wrapped in mystery. Its members consisted of all ranks, 
from the highest to the lowest ; all sworn to secrecy ; all for- 
bidden to make known their being members ; and all sworn by 
the most imposing oaths to inflict the punishments decreed by 
the tribimai, without regard to aiiy tie of kindred or affection. 
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A man, tlierefore, once coudemned by the tribunal had no 
chance of escape. He knew not where to fly, or in whom to 
confide ; Im bosom friend, Iiig very brother might be a member 

f tl t ! 1 t I 1, d f bl g d t ! 1 

Th If p tm nt f th n tl f 

B 1 f tl pi 1 th t t 1 1 w 

h Id Tl il WIS lly f tl tt t Y n 

ma„ tl 1 1 til tl II aj d d f 

h h t was [ d Tl -n ult 1 m hi k 

w th tl k ftp 1 1 th j % f tl t bun 1 

h d h Id th tt -« N w d I tl gl 

wll fpdg thaknasldtfl d ftlip 

rs d tl pi ce f t -t All ti pl t ly 

1 t p ft m tl 1 1 1 f 1 and th 1 w f d f 

mm 1 1 k f t tl t t d 1 Ij tl p t 

a. tl J in WIS t p tf 11 1 w 

11 t 11 p rs p pt.t d a 

t h t gl ft! gl mj p t 

From Baden we continued on up .the rich valley, or rather 
plain of tlie Kliine ; away to our right, at a great distance, 
waved the blue Vosges mountains on the frontier of France, 
wliile near by on our left ivero the mountains of the Black 
Forest, witli now aad then the ruins of an old castle among 
the woods of birch and pine. The road, as usual throughout 
tlie Rliine country, ran along a level at the foot of the moun- 
tfiins. The landscape became more fertile even than those 
pfti-ts of tlie Rhine through which we had already passed. "We 
liad entered into that part of Suabia called the pays d'or (i. e. 
the golden country) on account of its happy fertility. The road 
was bordered by fniit trees, and ran through fields of grain, or 
along vine-covered hills. The peasants were all busy in the 
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fields, getting in their stock of potatoes aad other vegetaMea 
The Tiiitage was over, and every now and tken ne jji&spd 
wagons bearing great pipes of new wine, with bunclie' of 
flowers iind streamers of ribbons stuck m tlie bung Tlie 
weather was serene and delightful, and notlimg could ))e moie 
gratifying than the picture of cheerful industry rewarded by 
abundance, which presented itself on every side. 

We stopped at Kehl, a small village on the German side 
of thp Elime, where we passed the night and left our carriage 
and tiimki, tlut we might not be incommoded by custom Jiouse 
officers In the morning we took a hired carriage and drove 
to Stiasliouig, about a league off". This is an important old 
town on the iiontiers of France and on the baiilts of the 
Rhine ; I assure you, I felt a kindly throb in finding myself 
in the territories of tlie gay nation ; and I had several strong 
tugs of feeling that pulled me towards Paris. However, I re- 
sisted them all, and having looked at the noble cathedral of 
Strasbourg, and from its tower looked out over a magnificent 
reach of comitry, watered by the Rhine, I tni-ned my back 
upon Strasbourg and France, and ordering post-horses at Kehl, 
bade a long aiid reluctant adieu to my summer friend and com- 
panion, the Rhine. It was really like parting with an old 
friend wjien I took the last look at this majestic stream about 
which I had passed so many weeks ; our road now lay up the 
narrow valley of Kenseg that runs into tho bosom of the Black 
Forest. I had bidden adicn to the gay borders of Germamy 
that divide it from France, and was now about to penetrate into 
its interior. The valley of Kenseg is one of the most romantic 
and beautiful of the Black Forest ; but unluckily for its verdant 
beauties, we entered it just before diisk. What we wanted 

Vol. n.~(8) 
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in beauty of scenery, however, was made up in wBclness and 
romance. The uncertaia effect of partial mooiJiglit now aiicl 
then breaking from among clouds, was admirable among 
these wild scenes. Our road lay sometimes under steep liiils 
with overhanging forests of black pines ; sometimes it crossed 
and re-crossed the U'lrron valley over wooden bridges with 
streams rushing under then lad it was not until lite that 
we arrived at the vUlage wheie Ian now wiitma; this letter 

I am now scribbling lite at mgl t in a little village m the 
valley of Konseg, in the I eart of the Black Foreat The mn 
is SQcli an one as is sometimes '.hewn on the stage where be 
nigbted travellers am^e and mpet witli feaiful adienture's 
We were shewn into a great publii, room ^ a nwotte 1 w th 
wood, blackened by smoke m wlnth were i\ng^oner? and 
nistic travellers supping and smoking a huge, rimbhng «tair 
case led up to a numbei of old fishioned wa nseotted apirt 
ments. The hostess is Aiei ed m one of the intifjue costumes 
of the country, and we %re ■waited upon by a servant man in 
a dvess that would figure to adi antage in a mek di ima ind a 
servant maid that is a Patagoman m size lud look as to cos 
tume, as if she had come out of the arl Tl a I ttle village la 
composed of houses oi wood anl jlastei It i m a naiiow 
part of the valley, with mnuntams about it ci'iered with the 
black forests of pine that liave given the forest lis name Tire 
Kenseg, a wild mountain stream runs thiou^h the vallpv The 
ruins of an old castle tre perrhcd ufon a hill that uses just 
above the village, anl may be seen fiom my w nd^w whik I 
am writing. I can beat the owl hf t fro n the ruin& of the 
castle, and the reply of some of bia comp mon fiom the ntigli 
boring wood. Good-ii J t 

Uhn, Oct. 6tk. — Wi, ariivcd heie h&t night Aflei pas- 



ijbyGoogle 



^T. 3'.i.i OF WASHINGTON IRVING. Hg 

th gh tl t f II Bl 1 r t w d w 

t b 1 p i 1 w t d bj th 1 1 f tl 

Dbwhihwl tdfmt m tl 

intai Th t y b m m] 1 t 1 G m 

"W f d f p t ly th t H 1 k S h Th 

I t ^ t d f h th J pi p 1 

tm Atl HwlfthDlyfBl d ^ g 

tl 1 ttl p p 1 ty f H h na 11 t d th k d 

f "V\ t ml g d 1 t t ght ti t w d g 

d t Ulrn H h H 1 I 1 & 

hotel, with long galleries, or corridota, decorated with paintings, 
portrait'' and stags' hoius, and the windowa looking out upon 
the Danube To monow ive lesume our route, intending to 
jflakf a bend thiougli the kingdom of Bavariji, and so to travel 
on to Vienna where I shall make some slay, 

Munich, Oct l-iih — After leaving Ulrn we coutiimed along 
the Danube foi the puipose of visiting the field of Elenheim, 
wliere the great battle 'wis fouj^ht m 1704 that gave such 
splendor to the British arms, "wid refleited such glory upon 
Marlborough You 1 now it was this ) altle that gave the name 
to Blenheim House built by go\enin ent for the Duke. We 
had fine weather as usual and I had an excellent opportunity 
of examining this famous battleground Flora. Donanworth, a 
village beyond Blenheim we made a sudden bend, tairmg our 
leave of the Danube for a season I njiist observe that this 
riven already began to exhibit some beautiful -jceneiy, rambling 
through very beautiful country, partimlarly between Blenheim 
and Donanworth. It was as yet but a moderate stream. How- 
ever, I shall he on its banks again before arriving at Vienna , 
and shall then find it wonderfully improved in size. From 
Donanwqrth we made a bend into the heart of the kingdom of 
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Bavaria, and the seeoncl day arrived at tliis place, which is the 
capita], where we liave been nearly a wee!;. This is a most 
charming little capital. With a population of only about fifty 
thoHsand people, it combines more advantages than are to be 
met with in cities of three times its size. One of tjie finest 
libraries ii\ Europe, a magnificent theatre, an Italian opera, a 
smaller tlieatre, splendid galleries of paintings, and princely 
palaces. There has been a grand fete on the king's birth-day, 
whioli gave me a fine opportiLuity of seeing both the court and 
the populace. The king is a most amiable, worthy man, and 
extremely beloved by his people. It was quite an afiecting 
sight to see him in public, surj'ounded by the multitude, with- 
out any guards to keep them oSi and followed with acclamations 
and blessings. The royal family is very handsome ; there are 
several princesses. I had a good view also of Eugene Beau- 
harnois, the stepson of Bonaparte. He married a daughter of 
the King of Bavaria, and ta one of the most fcrtiniate of Bo- 
naparte's relatives and followers; for he has ever maintained a 
character for honor and bravery, and now lives in opulence and 
case, with a superb palace, a charming wife and family, be- 
loved by his father-in-law, tlie old king, and esteemed by llie 

This place is quite remarkable for its musical resoinccs. 
Mozart composed several of his bebt operas at Munich, and ever 
since the place has had a musical tiun. The orchestia of the 
theatre is admirable. There is a female srager liere, that to 
my taste is preferable even to Catalam. We have mu'iic, morn 
ing, noon, and night, for tlieie aie three of the best nuhtary 
bands tliat I have ever heaid, and one oi olher of them seem'^ 
to be contin\ially parading the stieets. * ■* * This place 
is ratlier more subject to changes ami cjnlls than otliei of the 
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Eoutliern parts of Germany, owing to its vicinity to the moun- 
tains of tlie Tyrol, which stretch along the horizon to the soutli, 
and liave their cragged summits already covered with snow. 
To-morrow we shall resume our route for Vienna, going round 
hy the way of Salahurg to visit the salt mines. We sliall 
strike the Danube again at Liiitii, and then continue along it, 
through a most beautiful and interesting country, to Vienna.; 
* * I am happy to say that my health continues to improve, 
and that I am gradually getting the better of my malady. At 
present I can walk about without any inconvenience, and in- 
deed am on my legs almost the whole day. 

"When at Strasbourg, I saw in a bookshop a French trans- 
lation of the Sketch Book, different from that I had in England, 
and much superior, ornamented v th plates Ifi d tl at 1 1 as 
likewise been translated info German and select o s fubl 1 1 
from it in various German per od cal worlv« A tra 1 t o of 
Bracebridge Hall is also about to be p bl abed at Berl n * * 

Give my love to all the y g f Iks a d to tl e ne gl bors 
What lots of stories 1 shall h t 11 1 I „ 1 1 T 
again. * * * 

[7b the Same.] 

My dear Sister : 

* * * I left Mimich, in company witli Caplaiu 
Wemyss, on the 17tb, for Salzburg. We travelled as before, 
in an open caiTiage of Captain Wemyss, with a taleche toji, 
wHoli we could pnt up in case of liad weather. Wo had 
thus a fine view of the country on all sides, with the benefit 
of riding in the open air, which 1 think has had an excel- 
lent effect on my health. » * * * 

It took lis a day and a iialf to get to Salzbnrg. The lat- 
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tcr piit of the loil Has very intere ting "We p'i=!'?ed along 
1 bpT itiful 1 ke ciUed the Ch p n Zpp or as lliej pronouncp 
it Kem bee wliitli lies just at the feet of high and picture!, ^ue 
mouEtains some of them ilieily tipped with snow In this 
pirt of Banana the country people live on tl eir farms as 
in Bngliid whuh g^es the countiy a, much moie cheerful 
and populous lool than in otiier parts of the continent 
wheie Ihe comtry h all naketl pHin and the pea^oatrylul 
died together m vilhgea The peisaiitry 1 owever art \ery 
ugl^ indeed ainf-e I 1 ave passed the Black Fotest I 
have seen nothing of the cornel ness among the oDtmtrj people 
that I saw on the Ehme particularly tlie lowei pait of the 
Ehine from M j ente downw iids Befoie leachmg Sala 
hmg we passi-d the front ei ban et of Bdiaria and entered 
the ilTistrian dominion 

Silal urg lb one of the most romant l places, as to its situa 
ton and scenery that I hd\e ever behfld It is a little old 
An,hiepisLopal citj in a naiiow h t beautiful valley sur 
rounded hy high mountain" a 1 ranch tf He Tirokan Alp 
manj of wrhich aia tipped w th snow The Sail a rapid 
clear stream rashes by the town A htge old castle frowns 
down upon it from a cnggj I eight that risps immediately 
ftom tl 1 town while on a height on the oj posite si le of the 
rivei stands ^ venenhle convent of Capui.hnis As Au tria 
IS a country" in which the Catholic leh^iou holds still a powe 
fill swa> the Ittle citj of Salzbmg is well supphed with 
convent" and the bells of these and the oluieheo are tinging 
to piayei-is almo t every ho ir m the d i^ The, onJ> idriet> 
to this solemn steeple music is a ch me of belh m one of tl e 
towers which play a waltz three times a daj and I pit 
Burae all the stieet devotees are e^ptcted to lance to it The 
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season, wis not ^ct so fir advanced as to ilostroi the beittt} 
of the hnJscipe mcteed ii, teenipd to me li if tlie rich 
jello-Vi tmti, of lutunm mrreiiiid tlie effect of thii wdi moun 
tain scenery by mmglmg a line of melancholj witli its 
grandeia The hoa^y raists, too that picviil imong the 
moimtaina early in the moramga at fhii season produced 
splendid effect'', a& thej j;n.duillj broke up and rolled awij , 
levelling cr<ig aftei crag mountain after mountMn, iiid for 
1 long time mvohmg tht, remote vistas cf the mountiiiis 
III obscuritj The sun alwi\s 'fhone out ton aid middiy 
with extieme wimitli, is if to revenge himself rn thp mi^t 
that had tned to obscure him * » * * 

In one of the taoiintamf neii by Sakliuig, tlieie ■ua 
fimouii salmc" or silt i\oilia i\hich ■ne visittd The whole 
mountain is peifoiated and wrought luto ao lainy gilleriea 
and passages as an ant hill W were foi i long time tmder 
groimd de'-ccndmg jfreat shaft'" or bemg wheeled along sub 
terranean passage'^ on a kind of Injidwigon These mouii 
tain legiona aie full f falle aud elJiii story ; and I had some 
wonderful talcs told m ■which I =.liall keep in mind against 
I hive another niati-h it stor> telling with the children. 
There is one greit mountim that towers into the clouds 
close bj Salzbiirs; which is called the Untersherg, which the 
cimmon people bel eve to be fjuit hollow, with cliurches and 
palaces mside where tlie Emperor Chaiies V. and all his 
army remain "pcll hound 

After lemainmg between two or three days at Salzburg, 
we resumed our joiimej \* * * * travelled all night, 
inl tl e ne>.t di> i) out foui O'-locl irrivcd safe at Vienna. 
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In driving throiigh the town, they pass jonng 
Napoleon in a carriage and six. 

Vienna, 2wv. lOlh. — Tliis letter has been lying by me 
unfinisheil foi' a fortnight ; for I Iiave been so mijcli occupied 
in looking about, tliat I have had no time to write. This ia 
one of the most perplexing cities that I was ever in. It is 
extensive, irregular, crowded, dusty, dissipated, magnificent, 
and to me disagreeable. It has immense palaces, superb gal- 
leries of paintings, several theatres, public walks, and drives 
crowded with equipages ; in short, every thing bears the stamp 
of luxury and ostentation ; for here is assembled and concen- 
trated all the wealth, fashion, and nobility of the Austrian 
empire, and every one strives to eclipse his neighbor. The 
gentlemen all dress in the English fasliion, and in walking the 
fashionable lounges you would imagine yourself smTOunded by 
Bond street lanl s Th lad s d s in the Parisian mode, the 
equipages a tl En 1 h etjl though more gaudy; with 

all this, ho tl a mxtn e of foreign costiimes, tliat 

gives a verj tl y 1 1 t the popidation in ihe streets. 
You meet 1 e tl G 1 Tu ks, Folonaise, Jews, Scla- 
vonians, C at Hungan rL. Tyr leans; all in the dress of 
their several unt s nl -5 u i ar all kinds of languages 
spoken around yoii. The Bmperoi ia at present in Italy, at- 
tending the Congress at Verona. I have seen the other mem- 
bers of the Imperial family several times at the theatre, 
where they appear in the Imperial box, without any show, 
nor any sensation on the part of the audience, as it seems 
quite a common occurrence. The most interesting member of 
the fanjily, however, was the young Napoleon, son of poor 
Boney. His mother, now called the Archduchess Marie 
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Loui e Viii IS ^oi mav lecolle t laiigl ter of thL Fnperor 
of Austiia bit, IS non at Veronx T] e voung Nd[ leon 
or the Dikp of Eeiclistidt as Je is called la i ver\ fine 1 oy 
fiill of 1 in ind ''p lit of most engaging manners anl apj eii 
ance and uiin erbillj popuhi He has soinetl mg of Bo I'l 
paite 111 the sliape of Ins heid iiid the lowei pait cf hii 
coimtenancp lis ejes aie Id c ]m niotliPT I hive see i 
him ojicp m an opei cairmge with his tutor Brerj one took 
off hia hat as the little fellow pa=sed I have since seen Ii m at 
the theiti wliert i e appeared to enjoy the plai with boyi&h 
delight lauglii ig o it loud and continuallT turnini? t3 8pe»k 
to his more phlegmat c uncle'' the other vt ung j rinces 

A few dayo since X made a most interesting torn of two 
days to vj it "ome of the "cenery of the Din il e and pai 
ticularlv the ii ins of the Castle of Diinstem wheit Richni 1 
Cceur de 1 on was confined "i ou maj renit.mber the stori 
of h ■* captu itj wliicli IS one of the most romai tic iii Fiiglish 
historj and his been the theme of no'vtls j oem= irid opeiw 
He was one of the biave=t monan-h' that e^ei sat on 
tlie English thionc In returning fiom a crusade m the Holy 
Laud he i^ as cast aw av in the gulf of "^ e i ce ind fearful of 
falling into the liands of the King of Prance, he attempted to 
travel across Germany in the disguise of a pilgrim. He was 
discovered at Vienna by Leopold, Duke of Austria, who sold 
him to till? Emperoi' of Germany. He was confined in the 
Castle of Diirnsteiji between one and two years ; tantalized 
witli liopes of being released, on paying an enormous ransom, 
and with feats of being delivered captive to his bitter enemy, 
ihe King of France — but I am wandering into a stnng of 
ill-told historical anecdotes which you will find much better 

Vor.. ir.— r> 
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related in any English liistory; thoijgli the great charm of 
hia story has lieeii given Iny poetry and roniancn. He is the 
same monarch vvlto figures so gallantly in Walter Scott'a 
ro nince of It anlioe 

I i\^s acctrnpaniel m nj little toni U m i^rceible 
joung Irish gentleman of the rnme tf BiooU Tl uugh ifc 
was in the n onth cf No-vemhe \p|, (1 e weitlier wai serene 
and heauliiil We iiad that iteitly golden sunshme -wliicli is 
peculiar to auhimi The country though n*>irly stripped 
of filiige hid still enough ot the Imgeimg tints of autumn 
to lender it pleiaing Oui route for the first di^ hy through 
rather lontly scenes where there was no ii gli roid among 
woods and high hills We \ « led tl e clntenu of ■\n Vustiian 
noblemaji situated on i ! U witli ita d j.e]denl -villaaie 
gathered round its sknt? and loolmg ciei t gieat extent 
of sunny villey It i ad -j i te an aii of solitary piilo and 
dominion there Le tii; not anjthei le deuce of any con 
sequence within sight is the familj weic absent we hid 
an oppoitun ty of ranging o\er the wl ole castle whii-h was of 
great extent with billarl room^ and a saloon fitted up for 
private theatiicals Ttie nest morning we stilted hefore 
daylight and n a fog after ttaiellng f)i some time diy 
dawned hi t we were «till involved in obscuritj and a=Leiiding 
and descending hills and valleys, without bting able t> "Jee 
a bundle 1 yard before us About seven odock lie sound 
of 3 matin bell gave us warnng t! at ^e were m the 

1 b 1 ood f tl t f C tt k or Gottwied ; one 

ft! t t t e; bj t. tl e of our route. It 

t t d th m t f m ta tliat commands one 
f tl g d t I p t f tl D b We left the car- 
g tthftl tpa~ ttit forms the Jiigliest 
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■witJi cellars as well stored with old wine as tho library with 
old books. 

From hence we. descended to the Danube, and crossing it 
on a long bridge, we continued on to the old castle of Dnru- 
stein. Here we passed some time exploring the ruins. The 
castle stands on the summit of a rocky height, among stern 
mouiitains. The Danube winds below it, and you liave a long 
view up and down the river. The scenery is grand and melan- 
choly, and the story of the Lion-hearted Richard has given a 
peculiarly romantic interest to the place. Our retmn from 
hence was through very beautiful country, frecjuently in view 
of the Danube, and we did not reach Vienna until late at 
night, highly satisfied with our tour. 

I muijt not omit to mention that I lately received a packet 
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from Mr. SEoiTOw, containing throe letters from you, dated 
Sept. 1, Sept. .21, and October 7, You must imagine how 
gratifying tkey were to me They Ijrouglit me at once into 
yoir dear little family circle iiid made me forget for awhile 
that I wia =0 ftr adiift fiom any home Theae little tidings of 
the firesile to a man that is WMideimg are like the breezes 
tint now ind then bimg to the sea beilen sailor the fragrance 
of the lanci I feel mo^t 'iensibly jcui iffectionate sohcitude 
about mj health I am happy to say I am daily impiOvmg ; 
an! in a little while I trust I shill hive no more remains of 
mj comphmt It no longei gives mc any trouble; but I con- 
tinue mj footbaths nght and morning while any traces of it 
remitin, for fe^ir of a relapse , as I am (.ouscioiK that my consti- 
tution is not yet actually what it should be. * * * 

I am beginning to think of leaving Vienna. I slialf prob- 
ably stay a week longer and then take my departure for Dres- 
den, which will be my winter quarters. It is a more quiet and 
intellectual city than tliLs ; for here the people think only of 
sensual gratifications. There is scarcely any sucli thing as 
literary society, or I may say literary taste in Vienna. , Dres- 
den, on the contrary, is a place of taste, intellect, and literary 
feeling ; and it is the best place to acquire the German lan- 
guage, which is nowhere so purely spoken as in Saxony. 
Dresden is about three hundred miles from here by the shortest 
road, which lies through Moravia and Boliemia. I think it 
very probable that I shall make the journey alone, as there are 
few persons travelling for pleasure so late in the season ; and I 
prefer travelling alone unless I can find a companion exactly 
to my mind. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



T3EF0KE ha left Vienna, the aiitlior visited the 
-*— ^ Imperial library, wliei'e he saw the MSS. of 
Tasso's Jerusalem. He has this note on the subject: 
" I tlioiight I saw a similarity between his hand- 
writing and Lord Byron's ; many alterations in MSS." 
Having met with such a travelling companion as he 
could wish in Mr. "Willonghby Montague, a Lieutenant 
in the Eoyal Artillery, he left Vienna for Dresden 
on the 18th of November, intending to stop a few days 
at Prague, " I am happy to say," lie writes to his 
sister, " I have scarcely any traces left of my com- 
plaint, but I shall continue to tahe baths for some 
time." 

As his lettei's give no account of his journey from 
Vienna to Dresden, I insert here a few of liis travel- 
ling notes. 



ijbyGoogle 



126 I-I™ AND LETTKKa [1822. 

FViday, Nov, 22d. — A little aftor six arrive nt Prague — 
approach to tlie town — moonliglit on the walls — dry moat and 
gateway — towers of churches dark — streets spacious — fine effect 
oi pas'img under the oil gitei\a} with entinela loittimg 
about lantern' &c — [ut wp at tie fetiit Wien — ■\ery cnil 
people — go to theatre — beautiful moonlijjht night — much 
pleased witli the theatre — spicious and cheeiiul — good scenen 
— good dresses — good mus c The piece i Grerman transla 
tioa ot the Baiher of beville — the pait of Ro^ma charmingly 
pHjed by a beautifil a^'tn-as of the name ot Mademoiselle Son 
tag — blue pjes aubuiii 1 in fine teeth small mouth The part 
of F giro lerj well placed The whole ^ot tp \ery ■nell 
Mademoiselle Sontig 13 about to leave thi9 fir "V lenna where 
ihe 13 engaged at a lerv high price Fine contiast aiter trav 
ellmg through ■sombre mouatams country of boori and rude 
villiges to iirive in the evening at a fine town and m half in 
hour be ushered into a splendid theatre. 

Nov. 'l^tk. — Leave Prague for Dresden in the same voiture 
in which we cime — two and a half days to Diesden 

Noi 28t/i —Stop at Peterswald frontier tillage rf the Aua 
trian empire— our paiiports examine 1 endorsed and we per 
mitted to proceed — enter Saxony — immediate change of the 
roads for the hettei —excellent chausse — stop at fiontiei ofBi,e 
— questioned whethei we ha^e anj merdiandise &c and m 
out an'.wpring in the negatne permitted to piiceet without 
tuithei ceremony A we dc-ceal the mountain the %\eat)er 
improves. * * Extensive and pleasant view over the fields 
of Saxony — hills away to the right, with gleams of the Elbe — 
distant view of Dresden — cluster of spires and dome, like mere 
shadows on the horizon — road continues excellent — neat white 
mile stones— country more diversified and rural than Bohemia. 
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Farm houses with encb mei nl tlipu dppenlpnt pitrfie" of 
varied vegetation Pj& thiongh Puna — castli on an emi 
nence — allots and shot liole'i in n ills of houses — beiutifiil e\ en 
ning and sunset — sceneij oa the Elbe — distant lulls cheerful 
from evergreens — rosv gleams on the still witei with fishing 
boats — as the Aiy c!o es the t ili moon '.hines out tiom amons:; 
clouds, which gradually draw ofi and l^a^ e bet m fall splendoi 
in a deep blue bly — fine effect a^ we approich Dre den — moon 
shine brings out white build ngs steepli dome- kc Enter 
and di'ive through tall spacioui street though d'lrk — ojjen info 
broftd moonlight sqiaiea of hne ho lit ^fu tt u chuithp-: 
— put up at Hotf'l df S »xp 

111 tliis little cit>, where he lemimod foi six 
months, the autlioi was destincJ to iind a delightful 
residence Hia litciaij leputitioii had pieceded hiin 

He met an old acquaintance here in Morier, the 
British Minister, whom he liad known as Charge at 
"Washington, in 1811, and through him he soon found 
himself mingling familiarly with the diplomatic corps, 
who formed a sort of social brotherhood. Here he 
also met for the first time, an English family by the 
name of Foster, witli whom he became extremely inti- 
mate, and his intei-fSErBe with whom lie remembered 
with lasting interest. Mrs. Foster was a lady of rank, 
the daughter of Lord Oarhampton, and had been for 
some time residing in Dresden for the education of 
her children. Her house soon became a liome to 
him. One of the dauglitei-s, in a letter addressed to 
him long years afterwards, says of tliis period ; " Yon 
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formed a part of our daily life." I am permitted to 
transcribe a letter from another daughter, which gives 
her chaiining impression of his character, as exhibited 
at this period of familiar intercom-se. The letter, 
it will be seen, beai-s date after the author's death, 
and was addressed to me in reply to an application 
for his correspondence with the family, 

TBORsnjuon EEcronv, Wanbfohb, 

Noi-.Tii.Mi-ToKaiiiiii!, Mnrci 10, ISCa 

Dear Sie : 

I have sent s, few extracts flom Mr. Irviijg's letters tliat I 
thought were characteristic, or might be generally interesting, 
hut only a few, for he expressed so strong a desire that his cor- 
respondence should he strictly private, that I have only chosen 
those that I think he would not have disliked feeing made 
pubhc, or I should feel as if I had violated tiie sacred confi- 
dence of a friendship Bo valued. The passages I have sent 
give an idea of his life in Dresden. Soaght after by all in the 
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lie stayed at Dresden til! we left, and then accompanied us on 
our return home, even into the packet-boat, and left us in the 
channel. That was not happily our last parting ; he visited lis 
in England, and I saw a good deal of him in London after- 
wards j but the farewell in that open boat, with the looks of 
regret on all sides, seemed the real farewell, and left the deepest 
impression. The picture he received in Paris was the htlle 
miniature you mention. I am, dear Sir, 

Youi-s very truly, 

Ejiilt Fuller, 
You. are quite welcome to make any use of my letter that 
you please. It is a very faint testimony of a real friendship. 

The "picture" referred to at tlic close of tliid 
beautiful tribute to the departed, was a miniature 
copy of the Head of Hevodias, painted by Mrs. Fuller 
from the Dresden gallciy, and -which has been for 
years suspended from the walls of Sunnyside. " I 
treasure it," says the author in a letter to Mrs. Fuller, 
a few years before his death, " as a precious memor- 
ial of those pleasant days." The extracts from Mr. 
Irving's letters which she forwards will find a place 
hereafter. 

The first letter written by Mr. Irving after his 
an'iva! at Dresden, was the following : 
[To a R. LmIu.} 

Dresdes, ncc. 2, 1S22. 

My dear Leslie : 

I wrote to Newton from Munich, and had hoped before this 
to have had a reply ; hut have been disappointed. I am very 

Vol.. TI.— 6* fS) 
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inxioua to heal finm ^ o i all and to I now what you are still 
doing Toi my pdit nn wliulw siimmt,r his been devoted to 
trivellirg g'lzmg tbout ind endear oiing to acquire a good 
st-tle of heilth m ti hich hlter I am happ> to say I have in a 
great mei^iuie 'tucceeded Bj d nt of Imthnig, and a little at- 
tention to diet I hivi conqieied the mahii that so long ren- 
deii-d me almost a cripple aui the e-<:ercise change of air, and 
rcfiealinient of ipnit incident to tn^elhng hive operated most 
fa\ orihly on my gpneial hpiltli '^mce I wiote to Newton, I 
hai e been among the Salabuig mountains then by the way 
of Lmtz to Y enni where I remimed neaily a month ; then 
thiougli put oi MoiaMa, and Bohemu atopjing a few days at 
tlie fine old Litj of Pngue to tliis pi ice where I mean to 
^ inter How I should Ua\ e liked to liai e ^ ou as a travelling 
companion throughout mj summei o toni Tou would have 
found continual exercise lor the pencil, and objects of gratifica- 
tion and impiovemcnt in the noble gillenca that abound in the 
principil G-eiman cities I shall now take a master and go to 
work to study German. If I can get my pen to work, so much 
the better ; but it has been so long idle that I fear it will take 
some time to get it in a working mood. I hope you have made 
some more designs for my works, and that the engravings are 
finished of those that were in hand. Take care to get for me 
Allston's design for the " Judgment of "Wouter Van TwiUer," 
and endeavor, if possible, to get all the originals into your 
hands. How do yon come on in housekeeping ? Have you 
got to new and comfortable quarters? How often have I 
thought of you, in exploring some of these old German towns, 
where you might have a wing of a deserted palace almost for 
nothing. Such glorious painting rooms, tliat might be blocked 
up or pulled to pieces at your humor ! The living, in fact, is 



ijbyGoogle 



.(Bt. Sii.] OP WASIUSGTOH lEVlNG. 131 

wonderfully cheap in many of the finP3t citie of Ueiiiin^ In 
Dresden, for example, I have a very neat corafoitaljle and 
prettily furnished apartment on the fiist floor of a hotel it 
consists of a cabinet with a bed in it and a chpeiful '(liting 
room that looks on the finest sqiiare. I am offeied this apart 
ment for the winter at liie rate of thirty eix shillings a month 
"Would to Heaven I could get such quaiteis m London fii any 
thing like the money. I shall probably remam here until the 
spring opens, as this is one of the pleasantest winter residences, 
and peculiarly favorable for the study of the German language, 
which is here spoken in its purity. Which way I shall direct 
my wanderings when I leave this, I cannot say ; I find it is 
iiseless to project plans of tours, as I seldom follow them, but 
am apt to be driven completely out of my com'se by whim or 
circumstance. Do write to me, and direct your letters " poate 
re«ta te D e^de Le ue hear all the ne vs you can collect 

of icqu ntances and tell me wla ■^ou are all doing. 
Ha e the Bollmana left Pit ind etu nel to America? How 
goes on I uke apt e fGee vcl? Ip 'esume it is nearly 
fin lei "WI at subjects ha e you n I d or what in view, 
& &.C ' I e t ou d a mj lette to Newton that I 
w sled ■yo wl en the pi tes 11 trat ^ my works were pub- 
Lshed, to get some sets fiom Murray for me, and send them to 
Mr. Van "Wart, to be forwarded to my brother in Ameiica ; 
one set to be given to Mr. Bievoort of New York. 

I find by a letter from my brother, that he met with that 
worthy pei'sonage, iMr. Peter Powell, at Rouen, and that they 
had a world of pleasant conversation together. 

Farewell, my dear boy. 

Give my hearty remembrance to the "Cliilde," Father 
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Luke, and all the rest of the fraternity, not forgetting my ex- 

cellent and worthy friend, Peter Powell, 

Yours ever, W. I. 

His note-book, which is in pencil, and but partially 
distinct, will give ns some further particulars of Lis 
mode of life in Dresden. I begin with the record of 
his presentation at this most peculiar and most an- 
tiquated of all the Courts of Europe. 

Dec. 22d. — Sunday — presented at court by Mr. Morier— 
presentation took place about twelve o'clock. First, at Prince 
Antoine's apartments, wliere I ■was presented to Prince An- 
toine and Prince Max, the king's brothers. Then to Prince 
Max's sons, Prince Frederick and Prince John, then the Prin- 
cess of Austria reamed to Prince Frederick, the Princess 
Amelia of Bayaiia lately maiTJed to Prince John, and the 
Princess Amelia, daughter to Prince Max and sister lo Queen 
of Spain. 

The Princess Amelia is a little of a blue-stocking — spolie 
to me about my works — asked about America — our scenery, 
&c. Had been aboard one of our ships of war at Naples 
(probably the Frankhn), and was much astonished at it. 

Princess of Bavaria very amiable, engaging countenance — 
much beauty — Prince John talked to me in English about rey 
works — Princess Max and Antoine full o£ ioithommie. 

Prom Prince Antoine's we went, by galleries and corridors, 
to the king's apartments, where wo had to wait some time in 
a cool saloon. When the king entered and went round the 
circle, I was introduced, and he spoke to me very flatteringly 
about my works. 
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Dec. 23rf.— Wfllkcd out with Col. Livius, w]io is full of the 
project of private theatricals — met Trotter and Butler — went 
together to Mrs. Foster's, where the colonel interested the 
young ladies in his plans. 

Dec. 25th. — Went to court. King asked me several ques- 
tions ahout America — mode of traveUing there — thought the 
steamboats dangerous. 

Dee. 29(A. — Presented at court to the queen and princess 
royal — queen very affable— the pjincess plmnp and good- 
humored — court held about twelve o'clock — after court go to 
Mrs. Foster's — rehearse. 

Evening. — A soiree at Prince Frederick's ; all ihe royal 
family there excejit the king and queen — had considerable con- 
versation with Prince Frederick and John — Prince Joliii asked 
me if it was true that in America we had no servants — I as- 
sured him that we had servants as in Europe, the only differ- 
ence wag that we had bad servants. 

January 1, 1823. — In the morning, half-past six o'clock, 
hear the military music go by — half-past nine went to court — 
ievee of the princes and princesses to receive the congi-atula- 
tions of the day — every body in full gala dress — Princess 
Amelia looked veiy lovely. 

. Ocean of courtiers through which 1 had to wade to get into 
the presence chamber — court dresses scarlet, with profusion of 
gold lace. 

Half-past 12. — Levee of queen — old lady richly dressed 
with fine diamonds — asked Scott [the son of Sir Walter] when 
his father would come — said he would /niVe ses Deiices — much 
joking on the subject. 

Six o'clock in the evening. — Grand assembly at court in the 
saloon — ladies and g;ent!emen in grand toilette— large halls and 
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anterooms — king, queen, and p n g 1 1 ]^ k 

the company — then the royal f Ij d 1 f ^ 
and ladies sefLt ttemselves at I 1 d 1 1 y 

round and bow to each tal 1 — I h ! d 11 f 
eight o'clock — court livery f l>lj cal ^g H — 

Countess Palffy [wife of the A nan mmis ] 
Hungarian dress, with train fin 1 

January 3rf. — At home 11 h ms. ! 

* * * After dinner go to Mr? F h GIL 

read part of the Rivals— fell i&l p 

January Uh, Sunday. — Went to court at quarter past 
twelve o'clock — court held at Prince Antoine's apartments, and 
afterwards tlie king's — at Prince Antoine's I was spoken to by 
each of the royal family present, and at the king's by his ma- 
jesty — from the king's levee went hy invitation to the queen's 
apartments, being to dine at the royn.! table— otlier guests were 

the Prince MenzikofF, Count Blome, Count {a Pole), 

Capt. Scott, Capt. Butler, Mr. Price. 

Dinnei served np in room where there k verj good Gobe 
tin tapestiv — i-ii at dmner between Count Vilzfhurm nnd 

a Eu lan TJie latter a ^eri annble igreeable 

young man of gieat po'i'iessions — speaks English — invited me 
to vi^it liim at his place m the C>imea 

Dtiier listed in houi — not lemirl ably good — no variety 
of wmca — pach nan hid his little fla..k of wine and inother of 
watei with in enormous wine fflas* — dinner qu et and dull — 
after dmner adjourned to drawling room — took coffee — talked a 
little with thn rojilfdmih whi then loweJ and letued — ■we 
did the same. 

January Ilk, evening. — Ball at Count Saxburgh's, the Ea- 
varian minister, in honor of the nuptials of Prince John aiid 
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Princess of Bavaria — staircase liglitetl up and decorated witli 
evergreens, so as to form a green alley — present, Prince Aii 
toiae, Princes Max, Frederick, and John, Princess Royal, 

Princess Augusta, Piincess , and Princess Amelia of 

Bavaiia~-elegaat supper — company danced until three o'clock 
— curtain caught fire-r-puUed it down, and received the thanks 
of the princes — made an arrangement with the Forestmeister 
to accompany him to the chase. 

January 20th, Monday. — Morning, German lessons — re- 
hearsal at Mrs, Foster's — dine at Mrs. Williams. * * In 
the evening call with Capt. Butler at General Canicof's— then 
to the Baron Lowensl.ein-^^pleaaant family — ladies speak Eng- 
lish^present, a Polish count of eighteen accomplishments- 
ruddy face — flaxen hair — bright Phcebus or glorious Apollo 
look — has written a play which was damned. 

Thursday, 2Sd.- — Pass the morning at home -studying and 
writing. Qti. ? Does not the continent continually present pic- 
tures of customs and manners, siicli as formerly prevailed in 
England? The king's chasse at Dresden is quite a picture of 
ancient hunting in Queen Elizabeth's leign. The table d'hote 
at Heidelberg, Miuiich, Mayence, he, was the old host's table 
in England, Tlie manners of tlie guests are similar — the 
mixture of civil and military at their lables. The soldiera who 
have been in Russia, Egypt, &c., may vie with the crusaders. 

Januai-y 2dth — Dined at home at one o'clock — sat for my 
likeness to Vogel [a portrait painter who had solicited it]. In 
the evening went to hall at Prince Antoine's — present, the 
king, queen, and royal family, the second and third sons of the 
King of Pmssia — talked with the youngest- — a fine young man 
— danced a whimsical dance called de Gross Vader—danceA 
also an Ecossms — partners, the two young Countesses de Loos. 
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Febniarii ith. — At home ali the — 

at three o'clock at Count Lowensteiii — 
Blankinser ? (glorious Apollo)— stories g\i — L 

atehi told me that the people of Li a, m 
comes, are extremely superstitious, am b & & 

Februm-y llth. — At home studyin d ry g w 
* * In evening at six o'clocl!: go to C h U — d 

— fine dresses — populace admitted a p — h 

room Tery hot-r-brealra up about half p 

, Wednesday, I9ih. — At home all th w g — y 

a visit fo G-eneial Canieof and to Mr, B g — b f 

— in evening go to the theatre and hi — 

Cyrus in Babylon, one of Eo3sini's wo t — ft h g 

Mrs. Foster's, and sit there, reading a d g ss pping un near 
one o'clocli. 

The following letters give further and curious 
pictures of his life in this city. 

[To Mrs. Sarah Van. Warf] 

My deak Sister : 

* * * My winter in Dresden has been exLromcly agree- 
able. I have become quite at home among the good people, and 
am invited to every thing that is going on in the world of fashion 
and gaiety. The oM court has particularly pleased me from 
its stiff old fashioned formalities, and buckram ceremonies. 
I have heen treated uniformly with tlie most marked attention, 
by all the members of the royal family, and am in great favor 
with the old queen. There is a singular mixture of state and 
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familaut> in hai\f of fl e ci rf icLe Ti i^ h e be^ f i 
in^'tince se\enl court balls £\en bi the lojdl f ii ly \t 
those given by tl e ling the tommoii people ire admitted is 
spectdtora And lows of e its aie erected foe them on each 
aide of the great saloon m which th (.iinpany dance Here 
then jou see the nobility aod visitors of tie coiif m full 
court dres eg, dancing in the centre of the saloon ^hile on 
each aide are long hanks of buily facea welged togethei men 
ivomeE and clill en anl s^iamg and cuitsevmg is it a 
tlieatie As the couit dances aie not always the mo^t dig 
nified o le widd thmk this opportunity cf seeing loyaltj 
cutting capers v,o Id be enough to dest o> the illusion with 
which it IS surrounded llieip i-, on. lorapmg daice called 
the Q-rindfather tomething m the stjle of Si) Raje de 
Coverlif which generally mnds up tfie balls and of which the 
princes anl pimres^es are extremely fond In this I lia\e 
Been the court era of all ages ciperng ip anl down the saloon 
to the infinite amusement of tte populace, and in conformity 
to the vagaries of the dance, I have been obliged to romp 
about with one of the princesses as if she liad been a boarding 
school girl. * * * * 

I wish I could give you a good account of my literary 
labors, but I have nothing to report. I am merely seeing and 
hearing, and my mind seems in too crowded and confused a 
state to produce any thing. I am getting very familiar with 
the German language ; and tliere is a lady here who is so 
kind as to give me lessons every day in Italian [Mra. Foster], 
which language I had nearly forgotten, but which I am fast 
regaming. Another lady is superintending my French [Miss 
Emily Foster], ao that if I am not acqmring ideaa, I am at 
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least acquiring a variety of modes of expressing tliem wlien 
they do come. » * i"' s 

Give my love to Mr. Van Wart and to all the dear young 
folks. How 1 long to see tliera all once more. I shall have 
a world to talk about, when I once more resume my corner 
on tlie sofa. * » « * 

[To Pder Iroing.'\ 

Dresden, Miireh 10, lf28. 

Ml DC IK BroniLS 

"^ h t T t e 1 ne 1 ifriel to pi=! li -without wilting 
to lou I tin give no excuse ior it but thp wietihed anl 
unsatisfoctoij on° of continual procnstination and too n uch 
diitiaction and dis'.ipatica of mmd rut I know \ou to be 
indulgent m these case and i ot to con idei i cnsual cireer 
of dissipation among tlie ari/rnif sms I ! ave been pasoiiig 
a \eiy agreeable a \eiv idle but I tinst alter ill a very 
profitalle \\ inter m D esden for though I fiie done 
nothing with my pen, and have be n tossed aboi t on t) e 
stream of society \et I console m^selt with tlie idea thai; I 
haie lived into i gre^t di.^! of an usui^ and chaiicteristic 
niformation which after all is perhaps the best way ot sliidv 
ing the woild I haii» been most hospitably jpce ved and even 
cares'ied m this little capital and hai e experienced nothuig 
but the most maiked kindness fiom. the king downwards 
My lettption iideed it couit las been pecidiarh fiatteiini' 
anl every biaiiLh of the rojil family ha'S taken oclaioii to 
slow me paitiLulai attention whenever I made my appeal 
ance I wish yoi were here with me to =tudy this little 
court it IS just the thin^ that 'Kould dehght jou It is one 
of the most foimal mid cere nomous in Europe keepmg up 
all the old observances that have been laid aside in othei 
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courts. The king is an excellent old gentleman, between 
seventy and eighty, but a staunch stickler for the old school. 
He has two brotters, Prince Max and Prince Antoine, and 
the trio are such figures as you see m the prints of Frederick 
the Great. Prince Max is one of the most amiable old 
gentlemen I hive ever met witli his countenance md man 
nei peculiarly benei olent he his tw o son Predenck 
and Joki (the former wU one di) inherit the tlione) ind 
two daughtera the younj; st of Mhom is tie pies iit Qieeii 
of Spiin Piiice Antoine the other brotl ei (f the i mg 
1 a brisk h\elv little gentlem'm leii lel ^ iii" but withal 
as great t hunter as Nimrod and as fond of danctnc; it K nq 
David He married i sibtei of th? Empetoi of Aiistiia in 
old lady thit is a complete p ctuie of the dames oi th old 
school Princr Antoine his ab^iys shown a gieat fanfj foi 
me nd I behe^ I owe much, of m> stanlnt; in the oM 
genflemiUb fwcr flora dancing Frei J i bilks T hii c 
dined with the 1 ing, ind been it a number uf b ill and iriiees 
given by the dffeient members of the loval family, as it 
these balls e\en one must be in umform oi court diesi they 
are ^erj sh^wy 

Among the othci in titutitns w! irh tie l>ms; keeps up 
13 a grand hunting establishment m tl t old style As t! 19 
IS the onlj pl-ice in Bmope where anv tlun,^ of tl e kinl is 
mamtimed in the ancient manner I hv. e been \ erj much 
infTcsted by it The 1 mg his his foiest misteis his chas 
seur= [iqneura jager &i Lc Theie tre laige forests ip 
propiiafed to the chise, Mhere deei and bo irb are pieserved 
and the country abounds with game. I have followed tlie king 
twice to the boar hunt ; the last time we bad a fine run of 
upwards of two hours. Tlie king was followed by a numerous 
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my last woil?. Tlie colonel, however, "wlio is a green-room 
veteran, and lias written for tbe London theatres, was so 
much of. a martinet in his managerial discipline, that the 
piece absolutely fell through from being too much managed. 
In the mean time a, few of the colonel's theatrical subjects con- 
spired to play him a trie)?, and get up a piece ■without his knowl- 
edge. We pitched upon the little comedy of Three Weeks 
after Marriage, which I altered and an-aiiged so as to leave 
out two or three aupei-fliious characters. I played the part 
of Sir Charles Rackett ; Miss Poster, Lady Eackett ; Miss 
Flora Poster D' litj Mro Poster Mrs Druggett and 
a young officer by the nan e of Corkr-m, the part of Mr 
Druggett You c nnot m ag ne the imusLmt-ut thi'- little 
theatri al plot furnish d u' "We releir'Jed in M-s Po'^ters 
drawing ro n anl as the whole wa'* to be kept i profo nd 
BPcret fiid IS Mrs Foitei s diivingioon i a ^leit place of 
le ort, ind as epecallv oui dramtic soveieign Colonel 
L viu'! w 14 almost an nmate of the family we were m con 
tmucd r ik of d scovery and had to gather together like a 
set of conopiratois We howe^ei earned om plot into 
eieeution iiore succe itully than co imonlr falls to the lot 
of conspiiator The colonel had oidtred a dtess reheaisal 
of hia Ittle opeia tie scpnei^ was all [rep led tie tl eatre 
lighted up a few amateurs admitted tl e colonel lool h a 
seat before the curtain to diect tie lehearsal The curtain 
ro e and out Mali ed Mr and Mrs Br ggett in pioper cos 
turn:' Tie 1 ttl colo id \sas perfectly astomshed and did 
not recover 1 mself before the fiist act was iinishpd it was 
a perfect explosion to him. We afterwards performed the 
little comedy before a full audience of the English resident 
in Dresden, and of several of Hie nobility tjiat understood 
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English, and it went off witli great spirit and success. We 
are now on the point of playing The WoTider, whicli I have 
altered and shortened to suit the strength of the companj','and 
to prune off objectionable parts In this, I play the pirt of 
Don Felii to Mim Foster a V olinte She jkyo chirmmgly 
tl e piit of Colonel Briton I h1^ e had to titer into i Bnt oh 
captiin of 1 man uf wa to alapt t to t! e turn of the actoi 
who 1^ to phv it \iz Captain Monci of the N-«t brother 
of the Bntish Miiutei I ha'ie livelt lather long on thi'. 
sibjeft becauop I knew yiu leh h matt n of the 1 nd 

Wliilii Washington was thus passing bis winteir 
moat agreeably, and iiviiig into a knowledge of men 
and manners, wliicli lie hoped to tarn to literary ac- 
count, the brother, to whom bis letter was addressed, 
was still struggling with new difficulties connected 
with the steamboats. " Prospects are not flattering," 
writes the urtrepining Peter from Havre, to his sister 
in America (Mrs. Paris) ; " but this is a round rolling 
world, and it will be hard indeed if a gleam of sun- 
shine will not at last fall on the spot on which I am 
stationed." The conclusion of Washington's letter 
shows that in the midst of all his enjoyments, he was 
never forgetful of his fraternal loyalty. 

I enclose you a first iind second of exchange for one hun- 
dred pounds sterling, which I beg you to use as frankly as I 
should do. I am sorry to find the steamboat does not answer, 
and I really think it is losing time and trouble to prosecute the 
matter any further. * * * 
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At all events, don't suffer yourself to be discouraged. I 
will join you some time in tlie course of thia year, and tlicn 
between us we will make tlie pot boil briskly 

In a previous letter in August, he had written to 
Peter, when he eeemed to he losing his last chanoo 
in fortune's wlieel : 

I am glad to find that you (ire in good spirits. Never fear 
about tlie future. Our means will be gradually accumidating, 
and when a mau has a little money in hand, he can hold up his 
head and command fortune. Opportunities of profit always in- 
crease in proportion to means. One good thing is in your 
favor ; you know how to enjoy life on a little, and I'll engage 
that that little at least shall not be wanting. Whatever I can 
do towards your comfort or prosperity is hut a scanty return for 
tlie favora and obligations you have heaped «pon me since 
childhood. Yours has been a life of practical generosity, of 
active benevolence and kindness, and it woiild be hard indeed 
if you did not reap some trifling harvest from the good seed 
you have so liberally sown. All that I can do is feebly to 
follow the generous example you have set. When you were 
in prosperity, you made it a common lot between us ; so it 
shall remain as far as our situations and pursuits permit. Let 
there he one main end in view, whicb. I trust we shall accom- 
plish before any great length of time — the securing for each of 
lis a little annual certainty wherewith to buy bread and cheese, 
then we can trust to fortune for the oil and ivine. 
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[To a R. Leslie.} 

Dbesdeb MaroL 5 ^23 

I HAVK just b p ez d w tl 1 fit of 1 tte vrtns; ifte 
having nearly forgotten 1 ow to u e n j pe o I tal e tl e 
earliest stage of the u lla t to sc Ible to jo 1 1 id 1 oped 
to receivfi a gvatult u^ lett from j o hefo e this b t o a e 
one of those close codgera who never pay more than the law 
compela them. I am extremely sorry to hear from Newton 
that he haa been so 111, though I am by no means surprised at 
it, as he played all kinds of vagaries with a constitution natu- 
rally delicate. I trust this fit of illnras will teach him the ne- 
cessity of daily and regular attention to exercise and diet : 
which all the advice in the world will not heat into a young 

There is more tone lost by these daily attempts to gain 
time than by any thing else ; and he who will .endeavor to 
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cheat his health out of an hour or two a day in extra fasting, 
or extra apphcation, will in the end havv; to pay ilays and 
■weeks for tiiose hours. 

How often I Imve wished for you and Newton during tlie 
last eight or nine months, in the course of which I have been 
continually mingling in scenes fall of cliaraotet and picture. 

The place where I am now passing my time is a complete 
study. The court of this little kingdom, of Saxony is, perhaps, 
the most ceremonious and old-fashioned m Europe, and one 
finds here customs and observances in full vigor tliat have long 
since faded away in other courts. 

The king is a capital character himself! A complete old 
gentleman of the ancient school, and very tenacious in keeping 
up the old stj'le. He has treated me with the most marked 
kindness, and every memher of the royal family has shown me 
great civility What w ould greatly delight yoii 1^ the roj al 
Jitmtmg establishment which the kmg maintains at a vast es 
penae hemg his hohbj He has vast foipsts stocked with 
game and a, complete forest police fore t master'* chasseur'! 
[iqueur jagers &,c,&,l The chiim of the thing 1= thit "dl 
this IS kept up m the old '■t}le and to go out hunting with 
]um yo t m ^ht fmcy your-elf in one of those scenes of old tunes 
which we read of m poetry and romance. I have followed 
him thrice to the hoar hunt. The last we had extremely good 
sport.. The boar gave us a chase of upwards of two hours, and 
was not overpowered until it had killed one dog, and desper- 
ately wounded several others. It was a very cold winter day, 
with much snow on the ground ; but as the hunting was in a 
thick pine forest and the day was sunny, we did not feel the 
cold. The king and all his hunting retinue were clad in an 

Vol.. IT,— r (10) 
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old-fasliioiied limiting uniform of green, with green caps. The 
sight of the old monarch and liis retinue galloping through the 
alleys of the forest, the jagers dashing singly about in all direc- 
tions, cheering the hounds; the shouts; the blast of honia ; the 
cry of hounds ringing through the forest, altogether made one 
of the most animating scenes I ever hehekl. 

I have become very intimate with one of the king's forest 
masters, who lives in a picturesque old hunting lodge witli 
towers, formerly a convent, and who has vindertaken to show 
me all the economy of the hunting establishment. Wliat glo- 
rious groupings, and what admirable studies for figures and 
faces I have seen among these hunters. 

By this time your painting of " Autolycus " must be nearly 
iinished. I long to have a description of it from Newton. Do 
tell me sometliing about it yourself. Have you thought of a 
subject for your next ? and have you entirely abandoned the 
scene of Shakespeare being brought up for deer-stealing? I 
think it would be a subject that you would treat with peculiar 
felicity, and you could not have one of a more general nature, 
since Shakespeare and his scanty biography are known in all 
parts of the world. Upon my soul, the more I think of it, the 
more I am convinced it is a subject that you might make a 
mastei-piece of; it is one you should paint at least as large as 
your " May Day," and introduce a great number of figures, 
Do think of it. You might make a great impression by such 
a picture. 

I have done nothing with my pen smce I left you, abso- 
lutely nothing ! I have been gazing about, rather idly perhaps, 
but yet among fine scenes of striking character, and I can only 
hope that some of them may stick to my mind, and furnish me 
with malerials in some future fit of scribbling. 
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I have been fighting ray way into the German language, 
and am regaining my Italian, and for want of more profitable 
employment have turned pZaj actor. 

"VVe have been getting' up private theatricals here at the 
house of an English lady, I have already enacted Sir Cliarles 
Eackett in "Three "Weeks al^er Marriage," ■with great ap- 
plause ; and I am on tiie point of playing Don Felix in " The 
Wonder." I had no idea of this fund of dramatic talent lurk- 
ing within me ; and I now console myself that if the worst 
comes to the worst I can turn stroller, and pick up a decent 
maintenance among tlie bams in England. I verily believe 
nature intended me to be a vagabond. 

P. S. I hope you intend to make some designs for Brace- 
bridge HaU. I would rather liave tlie work illustrated by you 
than by any one else. 

I continue the sketch of bis life at Dresden, with 
some further extracts from his. note-boolc, beginning 
three days after the date of the letter to Leslie, just 
given. 

March 19(7*. — Evening at Mrs. Foster's. Rehearsal, and 
then to the soiree of Count Lusbourg, the Bavarian minister. 

March 23rf. — Malte alterations in play. 'lAth. — Walk 
along tlie Elbe with Mrs. and Miss Foster — m evening a party 
at Mrs. Foster's. 2hih. — At home writing letters — ^in evening 
reiiearsal of " The Wonder." 2Qth, 'I'lth, 2Bth, 2m, 3U(, re- 
jiearsal. 

April Isl. — Write letters all the morning — little Madame do 
Bergh * makes au April fool of me. 2rf.— In evening, dre^ed 

* Wife of the Danish minister. 
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reheareal of " Tlie 'Wonder " at Mrs. Foster's. 3d. [Thursday.'] 
— ^My birth-daj — at one o'clock drive into the country with tlie 
Fosters and Col. Liviits ; * * return before dark. In the 
eyenuig a small party at Mrs. Foster's to keep my birtli-day. 
Tlie Miss Fosters prepare a surprise by getting up tableaux of 
scenes in the Sketch Book and Bracebridge Hall and Knicker- 
bocker. The picture by Leslie of DutcK courtship admirably 
represented by Madame de Bergh and Capt. Motier, Annette 
Delarbre by tlie young Countess Hernenbern, Mad. Foster, 
and Capt, Morier. Boar's Head Tavern, Easteheap, by Mrs. 
Foster, Miss Flora Foster, and Capt. Morier — conclude the 
evening by waltzing. 

Friday, ilh. — Busy al! day getting dress for the character 
of Don Feli.f — Mrs. Foster assists in new trimming a very 
liandsome velvet dress, and makes a new scarf — in the evening 
we performed the play of " The Wonder, a AToman keeps a 
Secret," with great alteration. 

Don Felix, Me. Ieving. 

Col. BriUm, Capt. Moeiee. 

Dmi Pedro, Mk. Pigott. 

Lissardo, Col. Livrus. 

Donna. Violante, Mjss Fostkk. 

Isabella, MiSS Floua Fo3tee, 

Marguerite, Mrs. Fostee. 

Among the audience were the Austrian Ambassador, Count 
and Countess PalEfy, Count and Countess Luxbourg, Count Eu- 
migny, Chevaher Campaaano, Countess .Loos and daughters, 
Mons. and Madame de Bergh, tlie Lowensteins, Maisburg, 
Miss FitEthem, Countess Lubinski, &c., &c., &c. 
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April 8, 1823. — At one o'clock went to n court held hy the 
Ejrig and Queen of Bavaria — was presented hj the Bavarian 
minister, Count Liixbourg — king and queen very affable — a 
good, hearty-looking man — plain and downright — the queen 
thin, interesting — very affable — four princesses present — one 
is twin-sister to Princess John, and wonderfully like her. 

April 10th. — * * Go to Ponio to hear decision about 
my having fired a pistol out of mj window. The legal penalty 
twenty dollara and forfeiture. I am let off for two dollars 
eight groschen flne, and two dollara some gioschen cost, and 
the pistol returned to me. Very lenient on the part of Mr. 
Rarow, the President. 

[The pistol ivas a small one, boiTowed of Colonel 
Livius, to be used in playing Don Felix ia " The Won- 
der," in the mock drunken scene. Finding it loaded, 
he opened a pane of one of the windows, and fired it off; 
making himself uuconsciotisly amenable to the law.] 

April lliS.— Read Italian witli Mrs. Foster— dine there 
—after dinner read them some MSS. 

I2th. — * * Go to the Foster's, and pass the evening 
reading from scrap books, and telling ghost stories imtil eleven 
o'clock. 

Sunday, lith. — At ten o'clock prayers at Mr. Morier's, read 
by the Rev. Mr. Austin — go at twelve o'clock to couii — at the 
king's and Prince Antoine's — the latter just returned from 
Vienna — asked me if I thought of him sometimes — king joked 
me about the pistol — * * * go to the Lowensiein's and pass 
the evening there until near eleven — Mademoiselle Annette 
very curious about ray early history. 
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17 th. — * * Determine to quit Dresden soon. * * 
Italian lesson at Mrs. F.'s — dine there — converse at dinner 
about Egraont — Emily makes some excellent observations — 
after dinner E. looking over letters, &g. — Flora drawing — Mrs. 
F., I, and children playing together. * * 

18(/i. — * * Mrs. F. calls on me ia carriage and carries 
me home — take French lesson — I leave my book to be 
■written in. 

20iS. — * * Half past two go to Mrs. F. and read Italian 
till dinner — dine there — return and dress for court- — concert in 
the qiieen's apartments at si — Wei er played some of his own 
music on piano 

'Sunday iprd 11th. — (jo to Ml F. — read Italian till two 
— dine theie early as theie is a couit ball at six — return home 
to dies'f — at six go to ball giA en by Prince Max in Prince 
Piederick^ ipirtments — tlie King -ind Queen of Bavaria and 
tf Saxonj theie — dancp with E ind F. Foster — Queen of 
Saxony flent the master of ceremonies to bring me to ber — 
said she had not seen me for a century — that she had just ro- 
ceired my works from Paris, and made many compliments on 
it — said sbe expected I -would write something about Dresden, 
&e., and about the chassa [a purpose entertained by him, but 
never fulfilled]. — King of Bavaria told me be knew Franklin 
in Paris, and after Franklin's departure be had bought a iiorse 
and cabriolet which belonged to him — returned home about ten 
or half past. 

Zath. — * * * Went to Baron Lowenstein's — found 
Baroness and Miss Annette — Madame de Bergh soon came in 
— bad singing from Mad, de Bergh and Miss Pigott. * * 
read Jean Paul early in the evening — very pleasant evening^ — ■ 
returned home in very good spirits. 



ijbyGoogle 



JEt. 40.] Oe WASHINGTON IRVING. 151 

Thursday, May 1, l-il", — Wilk m ^losie <juiUn fiom liiif 
past fife till seven o'clock — beiiitiful sunshmy muniing — 1> idij 
singing — partridges bursting on tlie Tvmg — Inies — aquiirela — 
clouds and breeze come up towaid seven — tike Gteimin le-,aon 
from seven till nine— walk m gi }s^e gaiten fiom lialf pa°t 
twelve till half past two — call at Foster's — read Italian — 
dine — pass evening tliere talking of battles — "Waterloo, Blen- 
lieini, &c. 

May 2d. — Morning walked in Prince AiiLoiiie's garden 
from six to seven — Grerman lessons from seven to nine — went 
to Mrs. Foster's — read Italian till dinner time. — * * After 
dinner drove out in carriage with the ladies. — * * * "What 
a snug little world this might be made, leaving out seas, des- 
erts, and other unprofitable parts — doing away with distance — 
distance does not prevent enemies from getting by the ears, 
but friends from embracing. 

May ith. — Early up — finish lines to Miss F, on birth-day — 
send tliem and get note of thanks from Mrs. F. — * * Dine 
there — pleasant dinner. 

As it was but rarely that Mr. Ii-viiig kindled into 
poetry, the reader may not object to see this further 
specimen of Iiis rhymes, which I preface witii tlie 
note transmitting the effusion, 

DiiiSDEN, Hay 4, 1S33. 

My dear Mrs. Foster : 

I will be with you at two to-day, to be ready for dinner at 
whatever time it may be served. I liad declined an invitation 
that I might dine with you, as I recollected it was Miss Fos- 
ter's birth-day. I send you a few lines which I have scribbled 
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on the occasion. If you think tliem In any way wortliy of (iie 
subject and that they would give lier any pleasuie, slip them 
into her scrap-book ; if not, slip them igto the stove, tliat con- 
venient altar, and sacrifice them, as a burnt-offering to appease 
the Muses. I have no confidence in my rhymes. 
God bless you, 

ours truly, 
Washington Irviko. 

TO MIS8 lillltY FOSTEIl ON IIEE BIETH-UAY. 

'Twaa now the freshneas of the year 
When fields woca green and grove? were gay, 

When Mra were soft and skies were clear. 
And all thinga bloomed in lovely May — 

Blest montli, when nctnro in her prime 

Bestows her fairrat gifts on earth — 
This was the time, the genial time, 

She destined for lier faTorile's birth. 

And emblems delicate slie chose. 

Thy gentle virtues to heapeak — 
The lilj and the pale, pale rose 

She faintly mingled in thy eheek. 

The aaure of her noontide sky 

With dewy gleams of morn combining. 
She took to form thy Epenking eye 

With heaten's own blue serenely shining. 

She bade the dawning's transient blusli. 

The light and narratli of day vevaaliug, 
At times thy pallid beauty flush 

With sudden glows of thought and fueling. 
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But oh '. the innate worth refined 

She treasured in thy gentle breast; 
The generous ^fta of heart and mind, 

Tliej best can tell who know thee beat. 

Bloom on — bloom on — fieuk nature's child 

Her favoritfi flower, her apotleas one, 
Still may she keep thee pare, unaoiled, 

Still fresh, thoiigh ever alioiio upon. 

About a fortnight after the date of this effusion, 
Mr. Irving set o\it on a tour to the Riesen Gebirge, 
or Giant Mountains, a chain of mountains that sep- 
arate Silesia from Bohemia, in company with a 
young English officer, Mr. John Cockhum, of the 
artillery. He returned to Dresden on the 26th of 
June, after an absence of five weeks. " Breakfast at 
Mrs, Foster's — then to Hotel — pack up &c. — Little 
Fosters come to see me off," is the record of May 20 
in his diary, when he is about to start on his journey. 

I give some extracts from his lettei's to Mrs. Foster 
during his absence, for which I am indebted to the 
kindness of her daughter, Mi-s. Emily Fuller, whose 
epistle, transmitting tliem, the reader has already seen. 
The first of the extracts which follow, would appear 
to have been scribbled at the ruins of the convent 
of Oiiweiii, to which he had driven out from his hotel 
at Zittau. 

Mfiy 21, 1823. 

1 do not remember whether you mentioned having been at 
the milled convent wiiere t am scrawling this, though, aa you 
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are all such explorers of glens and visitora of ruins, you can. 
hardly have missed it, Tlie whole way from Zittau hither is 
fall of fine scenery ; we came through after five o'clock. I 
don't know wlien I have been more delighted with fine 
scenery, excepting perhaps at Tharai;^t, hut then I had such 
companions to help me to enjoy it. The valley that leads up 
to the ruin put me in mind of English scenery, as indeed many 
of the places in this part of Saxony do. The cottages are so 
aurroimded by garden and grass plat, so buried in trees, and 
the moss-covered roofs almost mingling and blending with the 
surrounding vegetation, the whole landscape is completely 
rustic. Tlie orchards were all iii blossom, and as the day was 
very warm, the good people were seated in the shade of the 
trees spinning near the rills of water that trickled along the 
green award. But I must stop scribbling, for I see Oockbum 
is finishing his sketch. He has made a couple of very pretty 
ones, one of a part of the noble old ruin, another a peep from 
it, between the rocky depths of the valley to the fine plain 
that stretches beyond, sprinkled witli cottages, with Zittau 
glittering in the distance. 

Zittau.'-— 'We have had a lovely walk home from Oiiwein. 
Wo stopped so long on the way that the moon was out in all 
her splendor long before we reached Zittau, so I sauntered 
along, pursuing that chain of speculation, we were all amusing 
ourselves with the other evening, wlien leaning over the bal- 
cony that looks into your garden and gazing at the stars. I 
like to enter a strange town by moonlight ; if the houses are 
high and spacious it makes every thing look splendid and 
stately. The fine white light it sheds freshens up the colors 
of the buildings and makes tjiem all look clean, and then the 
broad masses of light, the deep shadows, throw every thing 
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into such grand proportions, that you seem, to be wandering 
among palaces. Sack was tlio case even, witli little Zittau, as I 
stioUed under its arched gateway and up the principal street. 

rpiEDLABB, May 23, 1&2S, 

We have ransacked tke castle of Wallenstein, and I have 
seen his sword, and a drum with his name on it, and Lis por- 
trait. I was all in a glow while looking at these things and 
thought it was with the recollection of tl s g e'^t n an b t t 
was with the recollection of the glow ^ poetry n \vl cl 
Schiller has embalmed him. I'd ratlier Save co cevel ^nl 
written that noble poem than have acl eve! "WTllen terns 
greatest victory. I have been to the ^ ot f o b ch I p e 
sume Emily took her sketch of tlie ca. le I 1 of u 1 e 11 
excuse my apparent familiarity in iisii g he 1 ea ft I an e 
instead of the fonnal one of Miss Foste Were I nt g to 
any one but yourself I should not do it I w o ild } ave g ven 
any thing at the time to have heard her n 1 er o vn del gl tf 1 
way talk about Schiller's play and the scenei el e peferred 
Cockhum has just finished a very slight and hasty but pretty 
and correct sketch. 

.A.t the picturesque old city of Prague, whieli he 
revisited, Iiis travelling companion fell ill "with the 
scarlet fever, and he had to confine himself to the 
house and nurse him. The following letters to Mrs. 
Foster were addressed to her from his sick room. 



I thank you a thousand times, my dear Mrs. Foster, for 
your letter of "Wednesday ; I cannot tell you how interesting 
it was to me, placing the dear little circle of the Pavilion so 
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completely before my pyea. I was so iiiiimtieut to read it that 
I coult} not wait till 1 got lo my lodgings which are distant 
from the post office ; yet I could not read it in the bustle and 
confusion of the streets. I tiied to get admitted to tlie "Wallen- 
stein garden ; it was closed, so I scrambled np to the grassy 
ramparts and read it in quiet, with old Prsgue and the Moldau 
at my feet, I iiave since read it over half a dozen times, for 
whenever I read it, it seems to bring me among you all again. 
I am scribbling in poor Cockburn's room, who is quite ill witli 
a fever and sore throat. "Wo have called in a physician, wlio 
appears to be one of the Langsams ; he has prescribed ,a num- 
ber of doses, but I trust nature will fight her own battle agaiist 
the disease and the doctoi All Prague is m an uproar with 
a religious ffite The great t,tieet below my window is swarm- 
mg with crowds of pnests, buigerschaft m regimentals, tlie 
diflerent trad^ crafts, and mystenes, with banners and garlands 
of flowers, and peasant men and women in a variety of color 
and costume, until the whole street looks like one great moving 
Sowei-bed Just opp<Kite the hotel la a temporary altar 
erected, to which there la *i grand procession, and the air re- 
sounds with music fiom a variety of bands attending different 
corps, which, minglmg with the rmgmg of bells and thp cliaunt- 
mg of pnests ind school children, make the oddest confusion of 
sound J on cin imagine A few days since we had a grand 
ceiemony ot the kmd at wliich all the artillery assisted, and 
therp was a piocessun on the fine bridge which bestrides the 
Moldau It had a noble effect, aiid looked like a conquering 
army entermg old Prague There is something very striking 
and inteiesting to me about the old city. It has more of a 
continental look thin Drp«den ; the latter, in fact, seems to 
haiebeen altered ind irpiired, and pulled do^vn and built up 
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again, uiitil it liaa become qitlte & deceut Ixlmg (.omn ou 
place, haadsome town; like a distiEuided "ioldier tarn d down 
into. a sober, respectable citizen ; but old Prague stdl ieeps its 
warrior look, and swaggers about with his old lustj corflet and 
helm, though both sadly battered. There seems to me to be 
an air of style and fashion about the fit-st people of Prigue "ind 
a good deal of beauty in the fashionable cirtle" Thii perhaps 
is owing to my contemplating it from a dist-mee and my imag 
ination lending it tints occasionally. Both actors and audience 
seen from the pit of a theatre look better than nhen seen from 
the boxes and behind the scenes. I like to coutemilate =ociety 
in this way occasionally, and to dress it up by the light of fancy 



to my own taste ; when I get i 
lose its charm, and then there i: 
obliged to take an active part i 



I the midst of it it is too apt to 
the trouble and ennui of being 
1 the Ihrce f but to be a spec- 



tator is amusing. I am gla(J, therefore, I brought no letter to 
Prague. I shall leave it witji a favorable idea of its society 
and maainers from knowing nothing accurate of either, an^ 
witli a firm belief that every pretty woman I have seen is an 
angel, as I am apt to think every pretty woman till I have 
found her out. 

* * * I am impatient to Jiear from you, my friend. How 
glad I shall be, when I have seen, what 1 want to see of strange 
lands and strange place' and begin to trea 1 back my st^ps in 
the traces of old fnend=hips I am tirei of being among 
strangers; my eye bLgmi to be sited with see ng and my 
ear with hearing but I ha^e pie cribed to myself ce tain 
places to see, as certam books are prescnbed to studj and I 
see them, as we often leil for i forn tt on hut not for enter 
tainment. It seen i to me it i i ps as f T im tl e least fitted 
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being for this -vvaiitlering life, into wliiuh chance fiutl cir- 
cumstance have thrown me. I Iiave strong domestic feelings 
and inchnations, and feel sometimes quite dreary and desolate 
whea they get uppermost. The excitement of variety and 
gay society soon subsides with me and leaves a sad vacancy, 

=r,A T fool >ia if T ™iT!l,l BV,.1oiiY> in iha wnvrlo /if Snl.illpv ■ " TtflH 



i ought to be ofi like your bird, but i teei i shall not be able to 
keep clear of the cage. I wish I liked you all only lialF as 
much as I do. Yours ever, 

W. I. 

PcjlGcTB, Juno i;i., 

I have just got your iettcr, my dear Mrs. Foster.'^ I thank 
you a thousand and a thousand times for the very kind solicitude 
you espre^ about me, you who have so many dear, delighted 
things at home to occupy heart and soul, to trouble yourself 
about a wanderer like me. * * * * There are really 
delightful walI(S in the vicinity of this place. T often wish for 

* The licart ia dead ; Ilia ivorld is empty. 
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yoa all hero, that I might show you some charming strolls ; 
there are several small islands in the Moldau, that are laid 
out ia walks ; one that particularly delights me is called, I 
flunk, " der Grosse Venedig." It ia covered witli trees, and 
has the most beautiful shady avenues and rambling foot paths, 
that ■wind among groves and tJiIcljets, along tlie banlcs of the 
MoMau. * * * » 

Will you tell Emily and Flora, that their kind wishes are 
more gratifying to me thaa I can expre^ ? Good heavens I 
what would I give to ho with you all this evening at the 
strawberry supper you speak of 

* * * * Tlie evening is coming on ; I sliall amuse 
myself in picturing you all seated, I suppose in the little 
saloon, and recalling the many evenings of homefelt enjoy- 
ment I have passed among you ; they are the sweetest 
moments that I have passed in Dresden. * * * I would 
not give one such evening spent in. varied, animated, intelli- 
gent, but unforced and unostentatious conversation, with 
now and then, but too rarely, a song, and now and then a 
recollection from some favorite author or -a choice morsel from 
a scrap-book, given with beaming looks and beaming eyes — I 
would not give one such evening for all the routs and assemblies 
of tbe fashionable world. * * * * I am sick of fashion- 
able life, and faaliionahie partie" I have never let myself into 
the current foi a time but I have been ultimately cist ev 
hausted and spnitleas on the shoie "What a sacnfice oi the 
nobler and hettei feelmgs there is m ihi'5 1 md of mteicouise 
"We crowd t>gethi.r mto citieo -md hung down om mmls to 
tlie routine of viiits and formalities and TJsociate ourselves 
witJi littleness and insipiditj and 'aj unto the worm thou 
art my brothei and m} sister We subject ourselves to the 
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A few days after tlie date of this extract, Mr. 
Irving returned by the way of Toplitz to Dresden, 
where he remained until the 13th of July, when he 
took his final departure for Paris, travelling part of the 
way in company with his friends, the Fosters, who 
were on their return to England, 

Tliey had made tlieir house absolutely a home to mo [Iw 
writes to Peter] during my residence in DresiScn. I travelled 
in aa open carriage with Mrs. Foster; the two Misa Fosters 
and lier two little hoys followed on in a post chaise with tlieir 
German tutor. 

The commencement of our tour was most auspicious, but 
after leaving Leipsic, as we approached tjie Harta regions, we 
met with one of the most tremendous squalls of wind, dust, 
rain, hail, thunder and lightning I ever experienced. 

I extract the particulars of this travelling incident 
from some scarcely legible pencilled memoranda. 

Mrs, Foster gets on the box with me — fine and wairo — 
country begins to grow more varied — see a storm gathering 
ahead — it advances rapidly — I see that it is a thunder-gust and 
likely to be a severe one — get Mrs. Foster into carriage — make 
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the carriage all fast and ready — inoimt the dicky with box coat 

and a fur mantle ahout my legs, and umbrella — gust comes on 

with, a liun'icatie of wind raising clouds of dust — the earth 

tl p t th _t] 1 d b tl dist— tl 

h I tm pi tl k 1 d d 1 1—^ t m m 

ajid t bl — h 1 dly d w (1 e— 

b g t — 1 wtl lU 1 — h 1— 

I ! 1 ts— t m a. — I bl bi t f 

1 d tl — mb II b 1 d h 1 d fi t 

^11 mg fi Id— m tl fi at—! t f It a 

—Id If m 111 — i tl rr wjll b 11 w 

— tt tllrsbm gljl — 1 til jun p 

£f d t t 1 Id th — th y turn d d g 1 

b k— t 7 t k I tl ra qui t— t! y t t — d g 

g ft tl d t p b 1 t d t 1 — E 1 

b k — i t — 1 t il pi I g t tl 

Id t— 1 t t IJj— h m 1 Ittl— d hU 

tl K t jit— 1 tl m tl d t 1 

1 1 1 alf 1 ff— fi d tl 1 p tl sn li t y 

1 d t— d km t 1 k ft il g 1 

d tbijdfll- bkt fe — 

th t 1 dj — fi d tl m 11 d h d t tl k 

1 t g I r t J 1 urt— tl y w Ik t tl — tl 

riage is with much trouble rigbted and dragged up the bank 
backward by two horses and six or eight men — get safe to tlie 
inn — a new pole is made — we all change our clothes, and after 
a repast of cold tongue and wine, set off in good spirits — the 
ladies give their hats, which were quite wet, to a pretty maid 
servant at the inn — and likewise a shawl — she will be the belle 
of the neighborhood. 
Vol. II.— (11) 
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Thig storm was "the overture to a long series of bad 
weather" [lie writes to Peter], that lasted during oiir tour. 
Still there ■were intervals of beautiful sunshine which we en- 
joyed the more from contrast. Wo iiccomplished a tour 
through the Harfz mountains, wliicli surpassed my espectationa ; 
Hot from their height, but from the magnificence of the forest 
scenery, which reminded me of our American forests. We 
then passed through the Golden arc or golden meadow, which 
lies between the Harta and the Kyffhauser mountains, and con- 
tinued on to Hesse. I was delighted with the beauty of this 
last country, of which, some how or other, I had no expecta- 
tion. In about ten days from our leaving Dresden, we arrived 
at the beautiful little city of Cassel, the capita! of Hesse, where 
■we remained a couple of days to repose from the fatigues of 
travelling, and to have a little pleasant time together before ■we 
parted, as I liad intended maldug the best of ray way for Paris 
from that place. When it came to the last evening, however, 
it seemed hard to part thus in the midst of a tour, so the next 
morning I resumed my seat in the carriage, determined to see 
my fair companions safely on board the steamboat at Eotter- 
dam. We had better weather during the remaining part of 
the journey, and passed through some lovely country ; a part 
of what was formerly Westphalia. At Rotterdam the Fosters 
embarked. I accompanied tliem down to the Brille and then 
bade them adieu as if I had been taldng leave of my own 
family ; for they had been for nearly eight months past more 
like relatives than friends to me. 

I now made the best of my way for Paris, travelling day 
and night, excepting a short stay of a night and part of a day 
at Antwerp. I arrived here the day before yesterday [August 
3], and have taken lodgings in the Hotel dc Yorck, Boulevard 
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Monimartre. I filiall now put myself m train for literary occu- 
pation, as it is high time for me to do something, liaviog been 
so long unsettled. I am rejoiced to he once more eo near to 
you. Do let me Iniow how you are coming on, and how tlie 

boat <answers. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



"ly /Tli. IRVING had been so long idle with his pen 
that on his aiTivsil at Paris he began to feel 
strongly the necessity of exertion. " When I once get 
going again with my pen," he writes to Peter, " I mean 
to keep on steadily, nntJl I can scrape together enough 
from all my literary property to produce a I'cgular in- 
come, however moderate. We shall then be independ- 
ent of the world and ita chances." The getting under 
way, however, was the great difficulty. The most 
likely thing for him to prepare speedily for the press 
was his unfinished story of Bnckthome and his Friends, 
which, as we have seen, ho had laid aside at the sug- 
gestion of Leslie, as tho groundwoi-k of a novel ; but it 
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had remained iiiitonclied, and he had never heen able 
to I'esxinie it. His memorandnin book, as he styles the 
miscellaneous registry, exhibits him at this time as 
awaking I'or several mornings in succession with " a 
strange horror on his mind — a dread of futurs evil — 
of failure in future literary attempts — a dismal fore- 
boding that he could not drive off by any eflort of 
reason." In a letter to Peter written seventeen days 
after h^ arrival, he speaks of being "wretchedly out 
of spirits." 

I htive, in fact [lie says], at times a kind of horror on me, 
particularly when I wake in the momings, that incapaoitatea 
me for almost any tiling. It is now passing away, and in a 
day or two I hope I shall be quite over it. It Iiaa prevented 
me from pursuing any thing like literary occupation. I sra 
aware [he continues] that this is all an affair of the nerves, a 
kind of reaction in consequence of coming to a state of repose 
after so long moving about, and produced also by the ansious 
feeling on resuming literaiy pursuits. I feel like a sailor who 
has once more to put to sea, and is reluctant to quit the quiet 
security of the shore. 

If I can only keep the public in good humor with me [he 
concludes], until I have thrown off two or three things more, I 
shall be able to secure a comfortable little independence, and 
then bread and cheese is secure, and perhaps a seat in the pit 
into the bargain. 

He had written to Peter in a previous letter, depre- 
cating the practice of too rigid an economy on his part : 
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I iiQ ifiaid jou deny yourself the litllo enjoyments and 
amiiBemeiits in your reacli. In. economizing too closely, one 
economizes awaj tlie flavor of existence. I am a little for the 
philosophy of our friend Dur-tee-dog, who, when hardest 
J mchcd ilw n 'i made out to afford his seat in tlie pit at the 

UlK'^tlP 

A fortnight later (Sept. 4), recurring to some liints 
of Peter about Germany, he writes : 
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rative to recommend them, which is very evanescent ; some- 
thing, if I dare to use the phrase, of classic merit, !, e. depead- 
ing upon style, &c., which gives a production some chance for 
duration beyond the mere whim and fashion of the day. I 
have my mind tolerably well supplied with German localities, 
manners, characters, &c., and when I once get to work, I trust 
I shall be able to spin them out very fluently. I have some 
ideas and subjects that I think will take if properly executed. 
At present I am busy on a sUglit literary job which I hope will 
put some money in ray pocket without coating much time or 
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trouble, or committing my name. Wlien that is done, and tlie 
inventing fit comes over me again, I will strike nt something 



Tlie slight literary job here alluded to was an alter 
ation of La Jeunesse de Kichelieu, a I'reneli play by 
M. Duval, wliieli bad been acted in Paris about thirty 
years before. It was one that Payne bad already done 
in the rough, and be was now engaged hi retouching 
and heightening a very ill-chosen plot, which he hoped, 
if thoroughly cast, to make effective in representation. 
He bad been tempted at this time, while he could not 
get going in any leading occupation of the pen, which 
he could hope to make available for the London mar- 
ket, to accept the proposition of Payne to assist him in 
his pursuits and divide the profits of their joint dra- 
matic manufacture, with the understanding that his 
agency was to be kept secret. Payne at this time had 
fitted up a cottage at Versailles in handsome style 
which he did not occupy, but was living, as Kr. Irving 
found him on the 13th of August, "in a sky parlor at 
the Palais Eoyal," where he employed himself in re- 
modelling pieces from the French stage, and adapting 
them to English representation. 

Soon after this dramatic agreement, Mr. Irving 
made a visit to his brother Peter, upon which he had 
long set his heart, and carrying with him some speci- 
mens of his " litei'aiy jobs," with a view, I imagine, of 
engaging his cooperation and cutting out occupation 
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for him. During this aljsenee, Payne rented some 
apartments in Paris, and liaving transferred to tliem 
his furniture from Versailles, re-let tliem to Mr. Irving 
on liis return, resei'ving a small room for himself. In 
a letter to Peter, dated the day of his retiu'n, October 
3, Mr. Irving thus speaks of lodgings lie was to occupy 
for an almost unbroken period of more than, a year : 

X am ju^t aljoul moving to my new quarters, No. 89 Eiie 
Riclielieu. I am greatly pleased with tliem. It is in one of 
the best private hotels in Paris ; every thing about the estab- 
lishiaent is particularly genteel and well regulated. My apart- 
ments consist of bed-room, sitting-room, and dinmg'room, with 
use of kitchen aad appurtenances and a cellar. Payne haa fur- 
nished them very handsomely. They have a warm sonthera 
exposure, and look into a very spacious and handsome court, 
and being newly finished and fitted up are very complete. 
You would be quite charmed with them. I shall have a bed 
for jou whenever you choo^^e to piy Pans a visit I shall hve 
\ery much at home ha\mg au excellent femme dc menage to 
cooh &c &c The hotel is near the Eue Feydeiii, between 
the old opeia hou=e and the Bo devards one of the most central 
sjot? in Pans A my room h preitv high up and separated 
by the court from the itieet I am not mcoc m Ic 1 by noise, 
and h-ive plenty of dayhght and sunshine 

A more important advantage is specified in a later 
description of his bachelor "nest" to his sister, Mi-e. 
Paris ; " The great national library, one of the very 
best in tlie world, is within five muiutes' walk of my 
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lodgings, and I liave tlie privilege of Iiaving any "books 
from it I please." 

Soon after his occupation of his new lodgings he 
sends Peter this picture of himself and Payne at their 
joint lahor. 

Payne is busy upon Azendai, making a Ivteiil translation 
I am looking over it as lie translate'!, and makmg notes wheie 
thei'e must be alterations, songs, clioruse'^, &!■ It will have to 
be qnite re-written, as the dialogue is flimsy and pointless , stiU 
tlie construction will answer, and tliat is the main point. 

Ten days later he writes to Peter : " Payne sets off 
privately for London on AVednesday, to treat with 
Kemble aboot Eichelieu, and Belles and Bailiffs ; " 
another adaptation from the French in which, under 
the title of Married and Single, he had altered some 
scenes. He adds : " I shall send with him the rough 
copy of Azendai that it may be shewn to Bishop, and 
the proper directions procured for the music." 

It was to avoid aiTest for his theatrical entangle- 
ments in London that Payne left " privately." The 
author of " Home, sweet Home " had made handsomely 
by the suecesB of some of his pieces, yet it was seldom 
that he was long free from pecuniary perplexity. He 
speaks with bitter jocularity in one of his letters, of the 
hard tug he had had with hfe since he grew too portly 
for the stage and began " to fatten on trouble and star- 
vation." His first letter does not disclose a very aus- 
picious beginning to the dramatic speculation. 
Vor,. I!.— 8 
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LosDos, Nov, 7, 1S2S, 

My deab Irtikg : 

I was detained at Dieppe ten days waiting for a boat. At 
last I got oitt in the storm which made so many wrecks, and 
was in a gale all Monday night and part of Tuesday, sixteen 
hours and a half. The same night I went to the play at 
Brighton, and had the iiappiness of finding I had just missed 
dai-i, which had had a very considerable run some nights be- 
fore. I got here on Wednesday, day before last, too late to do 
any thing, and having rode all the way outside in a terrible 
rain, was stiff, and stupid, and tired. However, I packed off 
my tilings (Richelieu, and Married and Single) instantly to 
Charles Kemble. Yesterday I delivered all your letters, in- 
quired for your music, got my passport signed by Smith, dined 
with Leslie and Newton, got a lodging under tlie name of Hay- 
ward (which I am every minute forgetting), and, heartily 
weary, found my bed was over a livery stable, where the 
hackney coaclies entered every hour, and in which every horse 
liad a violent cough. I feel as if I had not slept for a month. 

Now for business. I saw Charles to-day and was very well 
received by the Committee,* but when I asked what they had 
to say about my pieces, they had not seen them ! I caused a 
himt, and at last the parcel was found unopened. So much for 
the necessity of having come over. Charles took them home. 
My description of Azendai, and my disclosure of your confiden- 
tial communication seemed to excite him. He asked me to his 
box to-night and to dinner either to day or to-morrow ; but 
there will be no cliance of specific arrangements till after Mon- 
day, I fear. I shall hand him Azendai to-night. If I had the 
lioulier, I could make a market of it. Pray send it to me im- 

* The Committee of Management. 
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mediately. I mean the printed copy. Notliing £ 
but the horses. I could not speak of terms at a first intei'yiew. 
No news of your music at Birchell's ; and they have no room 
for Abul Hassan f this season, unless, as eome one observed, 
horses could be put in it J ! M * * * 

I think I shall dine with Miller to-day and CharleB to-mor- 
row. I am to go to a private box this evening to see the 
Horses. If you can think of any opportunity for a grand 
equestrian spectacle, it might do. 1 am almost afraid they will 
inast on bringing Richelieu in on horseback. Charles eays he 
thinks you ought to produce better comic pieces than any one 
he knows, judging from the story of the Unkno'wn Gentleman 
whose other half only is seea. 

* * Newton and Leslie are very anxious to see you. 
They talk of you with a sort of affectionate idolatry. * * I 
have just received my passport to return, from the French am- 
bassador, so "all's right." You will bear from me again on 
Monday. 

About eighteen days after tlie date of this letter, 
Mr. Irving transmitted to Payne tlic manuscript of 
Charles II. or the Meny Monarch, a piece in tliree acts 
altered from La Jeunesse de Henry V., and of which 
he speaks to Peter as being rather of a light kind and 
dependent on good genteel acting. Payne -writes on 
its receipt : " I consider it one of the hest pieces of the 
bind I ever read ; there is a never diminishing vein of 
wit running through it, which coming in aid of situ- 
ations eminently dramatic, gives it a claim to rank 
with the hest works in the language." 

I A (lemiBn opera wliiiili Mr. Ii'viiig had translateil nt DrcB(3ei:. 
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January "itlth^ — Payne writes to Mr. Irving that ]ie 
had at length finished " the long pending uegotia- 
tion respecting this piece and Richelien, and sold 
them to Covent Garden, for two hundred guineas 
down," wliieh he considered " a good sum," and ho 
adds, " the eopyriglits may double it." 

As Mr. living's letters to Payne are missing, I 
cannot say how far he was satisfied witli this result 
of his theatrical epeculations, but perhaps it may 
not be without interest to trace the further fortunes 
of the pieces tlius bargained for, which went to their 
ordeal at different dates. 

Charles II. was produced May 37, 1S24, and 
met with tlie most decided success, " Hie piece wilt 
grow upon the public on representation," writes 
Payne to Mr, Irving, " and I am convinced become a 
stock piece. The points all told amazingly. My 
notion about Copp's always trying a song, and never 
being able to get it out, was very effective in repre- 
sentation." Tlie conception and execution of this 
song, which Payne jestingly speaks of as m?/ notion, 
were his coadjutor's, done, as he once told me, to hit 
the English taste for broad fun. Some time later, 
after a series of successful representations, Payne 
writes in regard to this song : " Charles Lamb tells 
me he can't get Copp's song out of his head, and is 
very anxious for the rest of it. He says the hiatus 
keeps him awake o' nights." 

Kote. — The following brief eitract froiu the play presents the rucy old 
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Payne disposed of tlie copyright for lifty guineas, 
after Mr. Irving had assisted him in praniug the piece, 
and I'edncing it to two acts. As the latter had stipu- 
Jated for the concealment of his name, the only allusion 
I'ayne could permit jiimscif in the preface, wi^ an 
intimation that the manuscript had been revised by 
a literary friend, to whom he was " indebted for in- 
valuable touches." 

Kichelien was not brought out until February, 
1826 ; its appearance having been delayed imder 
various pretexts. First, nothing could be done until 
after the Christmas holidays ; then tliere arose a 
difficulty about the cast, Charles ICemble inclining to 
one character, and Payne insisting it would be tlie 
ruin of the piece if he did not take another ; then 
he wished that part which was liichelieu, to be 
written up, and Dubois, Richeliexi's secretary, who 
was too prominent to be written down ; and so, from 
one cause or another, it was not produced until the 
commencement of tlie .year 1826, when Mr. Irving 
was at Madrid. The note of preparation began to be 

Captain in his Srst abortive effort at being delivered of " the only song" he 

" In the time of tliQ Hump, 
As old Admiral Trump, 
"With hig broom swept the chops of the ehannel ; 
And Lis crew of Big Breeches, 

Those Dutcli sons of 

Marff. — [Putting her hand on his 7}ioulh] Oh, Uncle, Uncle, don't ang 
that horrible rough song." 
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sounded in December, 1825. It was read in the 
greenroom by Ciiarlcs Ivemble about tiie middle of 
this montli, and one of the persons who was to act in 
it wrote Mr. Pajiic that all present were deeply 
affected, and that it was considered as one of the best 
plays which had been heard for some years. It was 
played a few :iights and then witlidrawn, exception 
being taken to the plot. " I went to see it last night," 
writes a literary friend to Mr. Irving. " It is very 
well got np ; the dresses are beautifnl, and the effect 
is more tliat produced by a piece at the Fran^ais, than 
any thing I have seen. Tlie dialogue is particularly 
well done, and the laughter all in the dress circle. 
It is thought highly of, and only wants a little cor- 
rection to be the best thing we have seen of the age," 
It was put to press in New Yorh, by a Mr. Murden, 
a publisher of plays, at the close of 1826, with the 
following dedication by Payne, 

[To Washington Tnintj.] 
Mr DEAK Ikvikg : 

It is about twenty years since I first had the pleasure of 
knowing you ; and it is not very often that people are found 
better friends nt tlie later part of so long an acquaintance than 
at the beginning. Such, however, has been ttie case with us ; 
and the admiration whieli I felt for you wJien I was a boy, h.ts 
been succeeded by gratitude for steady and intrepid kindness 
now that I am no longer one, 

Althougli I have iiad better opportiuiities to Icnow you than 
the world, by whom you are valued so higJiIy, I should not 
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liave ventured to make ;i public disjiky of our nequuintance- 
sliip Uiidei' any other circumstances than those by which it 
is drawn forth at present. I am under obhgations lo yoit be- 
yond the t'ommou kindnesses between friends of long stiuiding, 
wliich it is fitting I should acknowledge. In the little comedy 
of Cliarles the Second I have referred to the assistance joii 
gave me, ivitliout venturing to violato your injunction with re- 
gard to the concealment of your name. But that iiid has been 
repeated to such an extent in the present work, as to render it 
imperative upon me to offer you my tlianks publicly, and lo 
beg you will suffer me to dedicate it to one from whose pen it 
has received its highest value. I only regret it is not in my 
power to make a more adequate return for the many encour- 
agements amid discomfort, whicli you have so frequently and 
so spontaneously bestowed upon, 

My dear Irving, 
Your sincere and grate fid friend, 

John Howard Payne. 

PiBIB, Ko. SD ElTE Ot! RiaiELIBU. 

March 15, 1827, "WG liava tliia final allusion to 
Eichelieu, in a letter of Ebenezer to his brother "Wash- 
ington : " I have not been able to make any thing out 
of your friend Payne'a drama of Kichelieu. The 
publisher tried hard to get it performed at one of our 
theati*ea,biit could not succeed; the managers were 
afraid to attempt it, alleging that it was deticient in 
iiioident, particularly in the latter scenes. The pub- 
lisher had one thousand copies printed at his own ex- 
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pense, seven Imaclred of -whicli are in my hands. The 
otlier three hundred he lias to repay him his expenses." 
- Tliis is the last trace I get of Eichelieu. Whatever 
its merit as a composition, the plot was object: onahle, 
and the play much better suited to the closet than 
the stage. 
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CHAPTER X. 



"1 TAYING glanced at this theatrical episode in the 
-" — *- aiitlior's life, I now resume the regular conrae 
of my naiTative, going back to a peiiod shortly suc- 
ceeding Payne's departure for London, and just aftei- 
Peter had left Havre for Paris, to become a member 
of Ilia bachelor establishment. At this time, Nov. 
8, 1823, Murray applies the following spnr to his 
lagging pen. 

Jfov. Sih — " Mr. H. p'ayne tells me he is a fellow- 
lodger with you at Paris, and as he is expected 
quickly to return, I cannot refrain from sending com- 
pliments to you, and of adding an inquiry as to your 
literary occupations, and what your publisher may 
be allowed to expect from you in the course of the 
winter. I am perfectly ready for you,' and the sooner 
you. talie the field the better." Thus stimulated, he 
Vol. II.— S* (12) 
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felt increased iinpiifienec to raatnre soma of the literary 
plans he Iiad been revolving. " "Wrote a little at 
Historj- of an Author," * is one paesagc in his memo- 
randum hook." "Tried to commence work on Ger- 
many, but could not do any thing," is another. Then 
follows : " Toward twelve o'elock, an idea of a plan 
dawned on me — made it out a little, and minuted 
down heads of it. Felt more encouraged — felt as if 
I should make something out of it." This was a plan, 
as he once told me, to mingle up the legendary super- 
stitions of Germany, in the form of tales, with local 
descriptions and a little of the cream of travelling 
incidents, but he added, " tliere was a rawness about 
every attempt fo bring it into shape. It needed time 
to mellow in my mind." At a later date, Dee. 17, 1 
evolve from the scarcely legible leaves of his peneiiled 
memorandum this passage : " Woke early — felt de- 
pressed and desponding — suddenly a thought struck 
nie liow to arrange the MSS- on liand, so as to make 
two volumes of Sketch Book— that quite enlivened 
me. At breakfast commimicated it to Peter, who 
was highly pleased with it." Under this animating 
impulse, lie writes to Murray, Dec. 22, telling him lie 
should " probably liave two volumes of the Sketch 
Book ready for hini in the spring," and his note-book 
shows Iiim at work the next day on ;m article on 

" This was tlie tUlo selected for the novel izi vWwh he wus iiitcndinj; to 
eipand Buckthorne and his Fricuds, as before mentioned ; Bbicti purpose, 
however, he never fulfilled. 
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" French and English animosity and character," prob- 
ably intended for the new Sketch ]Jook, A few of 
the succeeding days are given to the story of "Wo!- 
fert Webber, the rongh draft of wiiich he finished 
January 3, and then, after a Jittle retonching and 
altering with a feeling of exhaustion, " and heavy and 
clogged in his faculties by cold," lie drops the pen. 

A few more leaves gleaned from his memorandum 
book, give U3 some other glimpses and anecdotes 
of his life during tliis sojourn in Paris, which precedes 
the publication of the Tales of a Traveller. 

Friday Nov 28;/r, 1823 — Diued at Beaiivillicrs, in company 
wicli Talina and othPr= Talma was in fine spirits ; very frank, 
nattiral, and communicative He speaks English well, and ap- 
peared to lil,e the Engksli cliaiacter. He thinks tlie English 
are a noble people, but the French are more amiable and agree- 
able to In p amoHg The mleUigent Enghsh are disposed to 
do gtsuproiis action=^ but the corahion people are not so liberal 
as tlie same chss amo))g the Frencli. TJie common English 
have bitter national prejudices IF a French prisoner escaped 
ill England, llie common people were against liim. When the 
fight was gouig on round F.itis, tlie Austrian and other prison- 
era were brought in wounded and passed along the boulevards ; 
the people pitied them, and gave them money, bread, &c. He 
spoke of two French prisoners that escaped in England, and 
made their way to a seaport to get over to France. All their 
money, however, was exhausted, and they Iiad not wherewithal 
to hire a boat. Seeing a banker's name over a door, they went 
in, stated their case frankly, and asked for a little pecuniary 
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assistance, promising to refund. Trie at once gftve them one 
liundred pounds. Tliey offered a bill or receipt. He declined. 
"Jf you be not men of iionor,'' saidlie, "such paper would be 
of no use, and if you are men of honor, there is no need of it." 
Tliis was related to Tulma by one of tlie parties obliged. 

He recollects seeing Franklin during tlie revolution. 

Saturday, Nov. 29(/i. — Reduced Azendai to two acts and 
sent it to Payne, to whom I also write — went to manege and 
took exercise on horseback — dined at liome — passed tlie even- 
ing at Mr. Storrow's [an American family residing in Paris, 
with whom he waa very intimate]. 

Dee. 1st. — Went out to call on the Harveys — overtaken 
by a violent shower in the Eue de la Pais: — stop in a shop — 
Lady Louisa Harvey and her daiigUtera drive up — hand her 
out — get into tlie carriage witb the young ladies — gossip witli 
them for half an hour — promise to dine with them on Wednes- 
day — iliey set me down at my lodgings — dine at home — go to 
Galignani's, and from thence to Mr. Storrow's, where I pass 
tlie evening 

Dec 3t;— Hdlliou:,e.ilKonrae— * * call on Lord John 
Rossell — find him just gomg out — promise to dine with him 
lo-morrovi — * * dme at Admiral Harvey's — Admiral tells 
me of his serimg m the United States in 1776, when a mid- 
shipman — cast away in tlie Liverpool, in month of February, 
on Eockaway beach — kindness of the people to them — Quaker 
family of the Hicks, and another family in particular — re- 
mained quartered on them several weeks — part of the time in 
tents — always hospitably and kindly treated — when tlicy came 
to pay off and expected to have a great denl above allowance 
to pay for, the good people -would take nothing but the King's 
allowance, and told them they were people in distress — would 
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not take any thing out of their pockets — first niglit of tlieir 
going ashore and landing in boats swamped — people came down 
in wagons — took them tip liome, diangcd and dried tlieir 
clollies, and gave them supper-r-lie has never forgot it. 

Dec. ith. — Kenney breakfasted with me — much talk about 
tlie theatres — incredible t}ie rivalships and feuds between the 
actors — Eean is impatient of having any one in same piece 
that has a good part — asked EUiston last season r How long, 

sir, am 1 to act with that d d Jesuitical bug r, Young? 

— Kenney told story of young empty officer who brought ac- 
counts of battle of Waterloo — invited to Holland House — in 
great spirits, imagining lie should make his way famously by 
giving account of the battle — talked largely at table — Lady 
Holland, as Luttrell said, kept eyeing him with a look that 

seemed to say, I'll be d d if you are ever in this house again 

— after breakfast, as the day was mild and did not raia, went 
to Galignani's, then to Louvre — * * returned and dressed 
for dinner — dined iele-d-iele with Lord John Russell at his 
lodgings, Bains de TivoU — talked of Moore. 

Moore lias abandoned liis gi'eat poem — tlie Loves of the 

Angels was an episode of it which he enlarged. Its want of 

d ur ged him — Lady Donegal wrote to him, It botli 

1 pi nd disappoints mc — this was a sore blow — Lord 

L d wl o had read and liked it, just then arrived down 

n tl u t y but neglected to writ* Moore for some day.s on 
tl Ij t — Moore took this as a tacit disapprobation, and was 
very much disheartened. 

Wednesday, January llh. — Call this morning at Galigna- 
ni's — agree to correct Salmagundi for iiim.* Get Byron's last 

* Payiio had just wiitten him from LoiiJon (Dct. 2e) : " A great fuss 
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cantos of Don Juan— *" * Pass evening at, lioiiie dozing and 
rending part of nintk canto of Don Juan, which I do not luucli 

Thursday, 8Ui. — Call on Villaniii, who has been confined 
some lime with the gout — find there Lord John Russell, Capt. 
Medwin, a fnend of Lord Byron, and nuthor of tlie "Wandering 
Jew — diaaerfation by Villarail on craniology — [he was a de- 
termined craniologist]. — Capt. Medwin says Byron is very 
abstemious, and baa reduced himself quite tliin — is in excellent 
health. 

Friday, Uk. — Dined at Midime do Qunndt Hotel Mira- 
hean, a German lady — blue jtockmg — mpt Iheu Dr. Gall — 
middle-sized old gent, witli bild held — In r hushv eath side — 
louud forehead — wrinkled — drj bio\\ni h Chinese complexion 
— black eyes. 

Junuary 12(/(, 1824. — Go in evening to Theatre Fran^ais — 
!&ole des Vieillards — Talma and Mile. Mars admirable, 

14?/(. — Very cold weather — ^feel symptoms of having caught 
cold — great hoarseness — stiShess of the muscles of the throat — 
after Ijreakfast send copy of Salmjigundi to Gatignaiii— go there 
— return him Don Juan — read papers. 

\5th. — Dined afcGrattan's* — present. Lady Vavasour, Miss 
Pollard, Mr. Horace SmitJi, &c. — Horace Smith pleasant, but 
a cold, witty man, 

Fridmj, lGi7(.— Called at Lady Gran ard's— found Lady L. 
Harvey and Miss Harvey there — sat some time talking with 
Lady G., Lady Adeline, and Lady Caroline Forbes, who were 

liaa been matle liere by Te^ in republishing Salmagundi under your 
3iaino. I will send jou a copy." 

" Author of Higiiways and Byways. 
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amusing themselves wiih tlio whimsicalities of ili'iir little black 
pug Gipsy, d.iiigliter of Jumper, ilecensetl 

Saturdai/, ^Ith. — After breakfast reail Gresset's Vm--vert, 
or History of ii Parrot — excellent — full of wit and waggtiy, and 
delightfully versilii^d. 

Sunday, IMh. — This aioming the hoys came out of school 
for the fkiiy — read the moniiiig service to them, and pointed 
out the beauty and solcmuify of tlie prayers. 

["The boya" were sons of his Bister, Mrs. Van 
Wart, who were being educated at a public scliool 
in Paris.] 

January '22d, 1824. — Eead in Don Carlos — call at Galig- 
naiii's — read papers and return home, and lie on sofii all day 
leading Don Carlos — send books to tlie King's Library, and get 
out History of Normandy — dine at General Airey's— very 
pleasant dinner — General Airey's stoiy of Irishman, who asked 
tlie other why lie did not go to some public amusement : " "VVhy, 
my wife has been dead but a month," " Well, what of that, 
she'll never be deader." 

January 25lh. — At breakfast a letter is handed me by post 
from Miss , a strange rhapsodical letter — the girl evi- 
dently deranged — requesting a lock of my liair, &e. 

January 2.&h. — Read the Wanderer, a poem by Capt. 
Medwin — lias many beautiful passages — called on Capt. M. — 
promised to dine with him to-morrow — he is cousin to Mr. 
Shelley — character of Julian in the Wanderer, Shelley's. * * 
Mr. Foy called, at two — sat for my hkeness. 

JiiHuary 30tk. — Visit from Mr. Goodtkh of Conn, — brought 
letters from John T. Irving — received letter from Payne, en- 



ijbyGoogle 



18i LIFE ASD LETTERS [ISa*. 

closing fifty pounds to pny cci'Lain bills — ho lias conchukd bar- 
gain witii managers — Iwo hundred guineas — [for Riclidieii mid 
Charles II., as stated in the preceding ciiapter]. 

Febrmnj Ist. — * * Drove -with Gapt. Jledwin in liia 
cabriolet to Bois do Boulogne — long talk about Lord Byrou — 
lie writes at fits — has intervals when lie cannot write, coiitinu- 
iiig two and three weeks — does not revise nor correct much — 
writes sometimes iu bed — rises at twelve — sometimes two — 
eats a crust in a cup of tea with egg — rides out at four — when 
in writing mood writes at any lime — if persons are present often 
writes and talks— does not seclude and deny himself— never 
speaks ill of Lady Byron — when her father died ho wrote a 
most affectionate and moving letter — wished a reconciliation — 
1 pi b t Id f} 1 hia sister — when 

Id lyl If yltmis t wine — when he 

1 mj y 1 1 1 f ly-~-g w y 1 rge sums — reads 

m sc 11 ly 11 tl 1 w k — 1 much— does not 

t 1) — t les tl 1 ss — \ g od Grecian — un- 

d t I It 1 11— ! 1 t y i, 1 live t-o the sub- 

J t 1 t — I 11 t lory, but not for 

dt — ptl J — 1 til I meet strangers 

wl I 1 1 — J tl > pcit gieat things, 

11 1 t m t 

Fcbmary 3d. — Last night and this cionnng read St, Ro- 
nan's Well — evening to opera — Tanciedi — sat m Di G.'s box 
— ^Past^a Tesed in course of evening by a duet being called for 
which had been omitted. Pasta being indisposed — Miss G. 
says Pasta is very pleasant — not well mfoimed, but of good 
natural talent — feels strongly w!iat slie plays, and is often over- 
powered by her characters, particularly the few first repre- 
sentations — does not seem to l>o happy — her husband gambles 
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— wlien Pasfii sits hy lier at music tlie tears will stream down 
lier tlieeks — is a little liigli-tempered and Ciipricious, but ami- 
able — lias n fine little girl about Btveii — anecdote of Miss G. — 
her English servant beiug sent for a coiffeur went for a con- 

Juihruary Ith. — Read miseellaiiGously and look ovtr MSS., 
but cannot write. 

February ^th. — This moniii)*:^ finished correcting Salman 
gimdi — write to L&^lJe. 

I give the letter in wliicli he mentions that he is 
trjing to get some manuscripts in order for a conple 
more volumes of the Sketch Book : a plan afterward 
relinquished for " Tlie Tales of a Traveller," as we 
shall see by some further quotations from his mem- 
oj^andum hook, and tlie letter to Hurray, which is to 
follow. 

[To Charles R. Ledk.] 

My dkah Lil:smk: 

It is a Jong while since 1 have heard from either you or 
Kewtou. How are you both, and what aro you doing? I 
see among the pictures to be exhibited at the British Gallery 
a "Don Quixote" by Newton, which, I presume is the httle 
]nctnre made from poor Ogilvie, which I have before heard of. 
Do you not intend to liave any thing ready for the next Eshi- 
hition 7 I long to see you again to have some good long talivS 
with yoii. I wish yon wero here at present, I think yoii 
would do nic good. I am trying to get some manuscripts in 
order for a couple more volumes of the Slietch Booli, but 1 
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have been visited by a fit of sterility for this month past that 
throws me ail aback, and tliscou rages nie as to the hope- of get- 
ling ready for a spring appearance. I have a Duttli sloiy 
written, ■which I have shown, to friend Foy, for 1 hke to consult 
brother artists. He tliinks it equal lo any of my others. I 
think you would liko it. I have determined also to inlrodiice 
my History of an Author, breaking it iiito parts and dis- 
tributing it through the two volumes. It had grown stale with 
me, and I never could grt into tlie vein sufficient to taiiy it on 
and fliiish it ab i =epirate work. Betides, the time that has 
elapsed without my either publisbiug or writing, obligeb me to 
make the most of w hat I have in hand and can soonest turn to 
account. I h i^ e a few other articles sketched oiif, of minor 
importance. If I could only get myself into a brisk writing 
mood, I couid soon iurnish the materials for two volumes ; and 
if these were well received and paid well, I should then have 
leisure and means to pursue the literary plans I have in view. 
But I am at this moment in a, sad, heartless mood, and nothing 
seems to present to louse me out of it. Write to me, I beg of 
you, and say something to stimulate and cheer me up. Do 
Dot say any thing of the foregoing literary confidings lo any 

1 am sorry to see Salmagmidi is published at London, 
witli all its faults upon its liead. I have corrected a copy lor 
Galignani, whom I foimd bent upon putting it to press. My 
corrections consist almost entirely in expunging words, and 
here and there an offensive sentence. I have a set of your il- 
lustrations of my works ; tliey are admirable. I wish you had 
made others for Bracebrijge Hall, or that you would still do 
so. I still think your Dutch Fireside worthy of being 
painted by yon as a cabinet picture. It is admirable. The 
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engraving from Sewfon's portrait of me is thoiiglit iiii exoclk'iit 
likeness by my brother anJ by otliers liere, 

I see Mr. For very frequently, nud the more 1 see of him 
the better I like him. I Ihnnk yon for making me .icquaiiiteil 
Willi him. I am very much incommodod by visits and invita- 
tion?, for in spite of eveiy exertion I find it impossible to keep 
dear of Bociety entirely without tlowiiright churlishness and 
incivility. 

Do let me lit f j o i ir Le I e s boon as you 

can spare a mome t to tl j e I i I tet from you 

■will be of service to n e as ^ t fro ><■ Hs often been, 
when ia one of 1 i tp 1 moods Gey best remem- 

brances to your s 1 N o 1 _ liira. 

Yours ever, 

W. 1. 

1 resume with some Iea\e% fr^m Li'i iii(.moriiidiim 
book, bcgiimiiig eight dajs \itei thi. letti^i luat gi\ui. 

/tS. IGf/^— Awake lerv caih fill f unea y llioia;hta 
— light my lamp ami real ii ord"! to li pel them— it break- 
fast talk of Itahan story — dutern le to try it — .,0 to Foy 
— converse with him on the auljett — le iclatts in inecdote 
or two which excite me — return home an I commence — Med- 
win calls and sits for some time — recon mence at Inlf pi'^t two 
— write lil! four on introduct on — dine n itli Petti 

Fab. Vjth, — Wake very early — get up it ii\ < tlotk and 
write till eight at introductory piit of Italian tale — after 
breakfast resume my pea inl urile ill day it lie Italian 
story — finish the intiodiictio i and t ramenct 1h tali — write 
twenty-eight page^ thi-i diy — tleaii ind neat wiiting 
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Feb. I8?7i.— Slept ill last niglit,— rise imrefreshetl— while 
breakfast things ore removing, scrawl llie stoiy of flie Bold 
Dragoon — after breakfast resume llie Italian story— rewrite 
what I wrote yesterday, and add eight or nine pages— leel 
haggard from want of rest last night. 

Feb. 19i/i. — "Wake very early in the morning, and try in 
vain to sleep again — after hreaklast resiime the story of the 
Mysterious Picture — Capt. Jledwin calls, but I continue writing 
— finish the story by lialf past three, having written twenty- 
three pages since half past nine — dine at Dr. Maelanghlin's — 
present several gentlemen whom I knew by sight, but not 
by name, except Col. Thornton — Thornton spealis of the hand- 
some manner in which General Jaclisoa sent back ■watches 
and epaulettes that had been taken from officers at New Or- 
leans — speaks of the custom in war, not to fire upon individ- 
uals — even if reconnoitring parties advance too near, when 
no actual engagement is going on, they are hailed and desired 
to keep back, 

Feb. 20):/i.— Slept ill last night— after breakfast this mora- 
iug, resume and rewrite the stories of the Aunt and ihe 
Bold Dragoon — twenty-three pages — at four o'clock go to 
Galignani's — Galignani proposes niy editing an edition of 
British Classics — promise to think of it — he is about publishing 
Knickerbocker — dined at Medwin's with Mr. Jciikinson and 
Mr. Mills — I was oppressed by torpor and heaviness. 

Feb. 22(1. — Rewrite tlie story of my XTnele and the Mar- 
quis — fourteen pages. 

Feb. 23^— This morning write introduction to Robber 
tales — twelve pages — interrupted by various circumstances — 
Galignani and Didot call to engage me as editor of their edition 
of Britisli Classics — refer them to Peter. 
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Feb. 24f/i.— Wakeful at nlglit— wrile five pages— stoiy 
of Popkins— iill the worse lot writing— went witli Peter to 
Gtilignaiii's— talked of tlie editing of British auLliors— liiey 
offered 20,000 francs— stated my terms. 

Feh. 25th. — Awoke early — felt greatly relieved by llie 
balii and sleep of last night — wrote in bed on llie Eoblier story, 
viz. : tlie adveiititro of Pojikins — ten pages before break- 
fast — after breakfast wrote the concluding adventure of tlie 
attaek of the escort— ten pages. 

March &li. — Passed last niglit on sofa — Irving * belter this 
morning — pjiysician pronounces his malady the measles — write 
at various parts of the Sportmau's tales — dine at home with 
Peter — in the evening go to a small party at Lady Tliomond'a 
— met there the Granards, Alcoclra, &;e. — talking with Col. 
AlcocK-, I maintain : until nations are generous they will never 
Ijo wise ; true policy is generous policy ; all bitterness, sel- 
fishness, &c., may gain small ends, Ijnt loses great ones — it 
may appear chivalrous, but it is true ; expedients may answer 
for the moment — they gain a point, but they do not establish 
a principle — there is a return of the poisoned chalice. 

Sundaij Ti/i.— -Eewrite part of Italian story tlii.9 moining 
— Mr. Hills calls — drive out in his cabriolet — return homo 
eaily — fiud Irving very restless witli delirium. 

Monday 8th. — Passed last iiiglit in Irving's room, who 
was very restless — this day write at the Italian story — dine 
at home — doctor calls — (Jouhts whether Irving's complaint 
is not tho smallpos — pass the niglit in Irving's room. 

Tuesday ^l.h. — Irving very much brokeii out — has no 

* Irving Van Wart, bis nephew, whom he had taken from echool to his 
quarters, that be might give him his personal attention duiing an illness. 
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delirium to-day — doctor calls at noon — proiioimcea complaint 
Biiiallpox — conflncint — opens pustules witli hands — I write 
this moining at Italian stoiy — dine at liome — Irving betler 
towards evening — pass the night in liis room — finiah Italian 

March 10th. — Irving seems hetter tins morning — very 
little fever — no delirium — this day I rearrange plan of author 
— dine at home — In evening Irving has more fever and a 
little delirium, hut soon falls asleep and awakes more com- 
posed — pass the night in his room — lie sleeps very well. 

March lllJi. — "Write from five o'clock this morning at 
autlior — Irving quite comfortable — Jlr. GalJgnani calls this 
morning about tny editing suite of English authors — we cannot 
agree about the first condition— via. : an adviince of £100 
— he goes off to consult Didut. 

March I'Uk. — Galignani called to-day and acceded to 
my terms. 

March lillt. — Write prospectus and terms for collection 
of British Literature — Galignani calls and agrees to my terms 
— 250 francs a volume — 2,500 francs in advance. 

He asked an advance because he did not ■wish to 
put Ilia name, which wm his capital, to a doubtful 
enterprise without some certain remunci-ation. 

March loih.—WTits introduction to Wolfert "Webber- 
received a present of books from Galignani and Baudry, for 
my correction of Salmagundi and Knickerbocker, consist- 
ing of thirty-three vols., octavo, elegantly hound, of choice 
French authors r Racine, La Fontaine, Mollere, &c. 
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March 17^.— Write n little this raornmg at Bucktliorao 
story — merely arranging it. 

March 22d. — "Wrote this morning at Goldsniitli'a Life — 
[for the collection of British Literature he had just agreed to 
edit] — at two o'clock went to a wedding, &;c., — return home 
and find letter from Ifurray full of kindness and friendly pro- 
fession — offers 1,200 guineas for my new work in two vols., 
without seeing it till in print. 

March 25ih.- — "Write tu Murray requiring £1,500. 

I give the letter which shows that he had now 
abandoned hia project of a second Sketeli Book. 

[To John- Muri-ai/.l 

PiniB, Maicli 2S, 1S24. 
MydearSfr: 

Your letter of the 18th was a very gratifying one, as it so 
satisfactorily accounted for a silence which quite perplexed me. 
I do not regret Jiaving turned aside from my idea of preparing 
two more volumes of the Sketch Book, as I tliink I have run 
into a plan and thrown off writings whieh will he more novel 
and attractive. I have the materials for two volumes nearly 
prepared, but there will yet be a little re-writing and filling up 
necessary. I hope, however, to lay the work before you in the 
course of six weeks. I think tlie title will he Tales of a Trav 
eller, by Geoffrey Crayon, Gent. Your offer of twelve hun- 
dred guineas without seeing the MS. is, I confess, a libera! 
one, and made in your own gentlemanlike manner, but I would 
ratlier you would see the MS. and make it fifteen hundred. 
Don't tliiak me greedy ader money; but in fact I have need 
of all I can get just now, as I can do five poimds' worth of good 
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Willi every pound I can spare, ajid since tl:e world won't let 
me live as 1 please, I find it very expensive to livo witli the 
world. 

Those who have seen various parts of what I have pre- 
pared, tliink the work will be tlie best tiling I have written, 
and that it will be very successful with the puhlic. An author 
is not, perliaps, the best judge of liis productions, otherwise I 
might tlirow ray own opinion into the scale. 

I sliall go on to fiiiisli the work as soon as possible, and 
shall bring it over fo England before long, as I can write upon 
it while there, and indeed while it is printing. 

I write in excessive haste to save the mail, wliich is nearly 



Present my moat kind remembrances to Mrs. Hurray, and 
believe me, Dear Sir, 

Very sincerely. Your friend, 

"W-AsoiKOTON Irving. 
I am writing with a bewildered head and feverish Jiand, 
having returned at almost daylight from, a fancy ball at the 
Britisli ambassador's. The most magnificent thmg I have ever 
seen, and which must diiazle all Paris. 
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OHAPTEK XI. 



rpWO months after the date of the letter to Mur- 
ray, given at the close of the preceding chapter, 
leaving Peter in his bachelor quarters at No. 89 Rue 
Richelieu, Mr. Irving took his work over to England, 
and in a letter dated London, May 31, 1894, thus 
addresses that brother : 

Mt deab Brother : 

I arrived here safe and sound on Friday evening, afier a 
very pleasant journey. I saw Murray on Saturday, and ar- 
ranged the business in two rainutes. He beliaved like a gen- 
tleman. Told me he liad not replied to my last letter, because 
he was in daily expectation of my arrival. Tliat lie agreed to 
VoL.n.— 9 (13) 
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my terms without seeing tl:e MSS. That it could be put lo 
press tlie moment I was ready, and slioulil be printed, as fast or 
as slowly aa I pleased. In a word, every thing went as 
smoothly and pleasantly as heart could wish. 

* * * I got in time on Friday evening to see tlie 
fcecond lepresentitiou of CI irles II It ucceeds verj well, 
though the critics attatk the langui j<. The fict is, the first 
act IS eztremely hpa^ j m conseiiuence of be ng extremely ill 
played * * * The second act gops oIT f tmouslj *ind so 
does the grpater pait ot the third jii (onsec[ueiice of the ex- 
cellent acting of Fiwcett in Co|ip He makes it one of the 
best things I ever saw lum do I shall issi-^t Piijne in prmi- 
mg the piece to daj anl I hive lu doubt it will ha^c a good 
run. Payne intends putting it to press immediately. 

Leslie has completely established his reputation by his 
Saricho ill the apartment of the Duchess. It is a lovely paint- 
ing ; one of the most charming things I liave seen in modem 
a.rt. It is decidedly the crack picture of .the exhibition, and is 
greatly talked of. Lord Egremont is the owner of it. He Jias 
taken Leslie by the hand for this year or two past in a gener- 

* * * Newton's Dr. Purceaugnac is far beyond ray ex- 
pectations, and does him great crediL P"or composition and 
execution it is far the best thing he has done ; and he has 
managed the subject so as to obviate the objections we appre- 
hended. He is getting reputation as fast us could be wished, 

I am rejoiced that I got my work ready before coming 
here, ot I should have been full of perplexity and annoyance, 
as I am kept in a continual whirl. Moore is in town. I was 
with him a great part of the day before yesterday ; yesterday 
he passed in the country ; to-day we dine together. 
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I write in extreme haste, just to give yon the main points 
of information. I will write fuller at more leisure. 

Colonel Aspinwall tells me he has copious particulars about 
Kidd to give mp. 

Affectionately your brother, 

William Spencer has just invited me to take up 
ters at his lodging?, No. 4 Mount St., Grosvenor Squii 
dress to me there. 



William Spencer, here mentioned, was tlie author 
of those exquisite lines familial- to every reader of 
jjoetiy, heginnirig : " Too late I stayed — forgive the 
crime." Besides the literary characters mentioned in 
this letter, his memorandum book presents the follow- 
ing glimpses of Rogers, and specimens of his table talk. 
Byron, it will he remembered, had died at Misso- 
longhi, in April, and his executors had insisted upon 
the total destruction of the Memoirs ^^''^sented to 
Moore. 

Sunday, May 30 (A,— Breakfasted with Rogers in company . 
with Newton, Leslie, and Proctor, the poet. Rogers said tliat 
when Lord Byron and Lacty Caroline Lamb quarrelled, Lord 
Byron told him when men and women fell out the one that 
keeps the ground longest wins. Lady Caroline gave in two 
minutes before me. Lady Caroline took all Lord Byron's 
letters, made a funeral pyre of them, put his miniature on th.e 
top, had a number of young girls to dance round, singing a kind 
of incantation, and burnt tliem ; but mark you, they were only 
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copies, and wliat made the ridieiilousness complete was, tliat 
there was no one present, to be taken in by it but herself, and 
she was in the secret. 

He said when Lord and Lady Byron separated, Byron told 
all Ilia friends, and Rogers among the number, that he alone 
was to blame. 

Rogers thinks Murray the great loser by the burning of the 
MSS., as he houglit a post obit work not to be available until 
the death of a man younger than himself; of course he ran a 
great risk; unexpectedly the death of tbat person maltes the 
MSS. available in the course of a year, but he is deprived of his 
bargain. 

Rogers says Moore does not recollect the MSS., and he says 
be does not beKeve he read it ; as while in Paris he was bo 
continually engaged he had not time to read even his billet- 
Rogers suspected lie himself is handled harshly in the Me- 
moir, as Moore did not show it to him. 



A few days later, bis inemorandum book contains 
tbia furtlicr specimen of the table talk of tbe poet, 
who, it will be remembered, was one of tbe men 
most sought after in high society in England. 

Saturday, June 5th. — Called on Rogers. H g e e i 
amusing instance of the sincerity of diimer tat on He 
was invited by Lady J. to dine with her on a certa n day He 
endeavored to excuse himself, as he was about to lei e to n. 
oil a country excursion. Sbe would take no excuse ; he must 
come ; would be glad to have him on. any terms ; would take 
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lier chance, &c., &c. He accordingly promised to come if he 
should, return from tlie country in time. He was asked hy 

Lady B P to come oa the same day ■ he made the 

same excuse. She would not hsten to it; he had disappointed 
her so often, he must come ; she would expect him, &c., &c. 

The Duchess of S told him that when he retwrned to 

town he must come and dine with her; she was always at 
home end would always be glad to see him, &c., &c., &c. 

He returned to town on the day designated in the invita- 
tions i made a morning call on Lady J , " Well," cried 

she, ''you are coming to dine; tliat's so good of you ; that's 
so friendly I " 

" I will come with pleasure," replied Rogers, " if your table 
is not made up ; otherwise make 110 stranger of me ; I can 
dine elsewhere ; Lady B P has asked me, &c., &,c. 

" Why, really ; to treat you as a friend, we are expecting a 
great many; our table is full, and if you could dine with Lady 
B ; you see I make no ceremony," &c., &c. 

Eogcrs took his le.ave good-humoredly, and went to 
Lady B . 

" Ah I you are coming to say yes ; jou mean to dine with 
us to-day; that's so good of yott, I'll never forget it," &c., &c. 

" "Why, indeed, I have come to accept, hut yet don't put 
yourself to inconvenience; I can dine elsewhere." 

" Why, really, we have issued invitations for as many as 
our table wiU hold, hut L. has not replied ; if you conld see 
him, and know whether he cornea or not. If he does not come 
and you would take his place we would he so obliged," &c., &c. 

Rogers had now his dernier resort, the Duchess of S , 

who was always at home, and was always glad to see him, and 
would always take it as a fevor if he would come sims cere- 
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monie. Hh nccordinglv LiUei on >ei Iiut '^liP neytr said ■\ 
■ word about 111 (.onmg tj dmiiei In fine tli laiff many 
invitations ate liia iii i t t a coffee li ia(, ii I =] e t t d ill 
evening at a theatre 

Sunday June Sth — Galled on R gers and accompanied 
him to his brothers it Paddmgtm — Rogers stopping to speak 
with various persons on tlip waj — the Duke this— Sir Hirry 
that — stopped to heir music — ob=eived that he hked to hear 
music in wirm weiither — pas? the White Cond lit house — spec 
ulates upon the chiracters and concerns of people ■whom we 
meet — tells ancecdotes of Lord Bjron when le saw lim at 
Pisa in Italy — bs "isters at dmner and several nephews — n 
evening thick fos; i-ame uj — leiuriied by (.oacli— pi tt\ ^\Olnn 
in it — Rogers facetious. 

A few days after the date of this record, he writes 
to Peter in a letter dated Manor Honae, Lyndlinrst, 
June 10, 1824 : 

I passed about nine days in town, in a complete hurry. To 
attend to any literary concerns was impossible. Payne copied 
part of my MS. and got other parts copied by others, excepting 
about fifty pages whicJi are to be sent to me here. I shall be 
able to forward all by the fifteenth via Liverpool. I left Lon- 
. don on Monday last with Mills, and got here tlie same day to 
dinner. I have been here three days, tlie weather beautiful, 
and have taken advantage of it to see the neighborhood. The 
scenery about here is very fine ; a great deal of wild forest 
land, 1 am delighted with the manor house and its inhabit- 
ants. Mr. Compton * is .... a complete specimen of an En- 

* Brother-in-law of Frank Mills, an Oxford sdiolar with whom he had 
become aequMnted at Paris, and whom he aecompamed on this yiat. 
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gliah country gentleman. His whole ealabliahment is perfect 
in its kind, and quite a study. * * I shall stay here itntil 
the Hth, when I go to Bath to meet Moore (whom I saw a 
great deal of in London). It will be tlie time of the musical 
lestiFal. I shall pass a couple of days at Bath and then go on 
to Briimmy. 

I shall wait a few days longer before I put my woik to 
press in London, as I wish the Ameriyun edition to have a 
little chance for a start. 

From this place Mr, Irving proceeded to Bath, 
where he iiad engaged to meet Moore, and on tho 
17th, we have this record in his memorandum book. 

Thursday, June 17i/*.— Breakfasted with Moore— rambled 
together about Bath — called at Catalani's, who was not up — 
left Bath at eleven in post chaise with Moore for his cottage — 
drove through very pleasant country — Moore told me entertain- 
ing story of his becoming acquainted with a lady who had just 
buried her husband — arrived at the cottage between twelve 
and one — very pleasantly situated and a delightfully arranged 
little retreat — we rambled about the fields and to Bowood, the 
seat of Lord Lansdowne, a princely mansion of stone, with col- 
umns in front — fine park around — found Lord Lansdowne at 
home, who received us very kindly — walked over the grounds 
with us — pretty waterfall — wished us to stay to dinner — ac- 
companied us part of the way back — begged me to call on him 
when I came to town — returned to the cottage to dinner — 
pleasant dinner — in the evening a delightful walk — passed the 
evening at the rectory — rector ill abed — large family of sons 
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aad daughters — very pleasant — returned lioine about half past 
nine, and went to my room at ten, but remained reading Lord 
Byron's MS. Memoirs till half past twelve. 



Not the menioii-s, of course, wbieli liad been dc- 
sti'oyed, and which he had ah'eady read. 

Moore's diary of this date has the following : 

June 1 lih. — Took Irving after dinner to show him to the 
Starliey's, but he was sleepy and did not open his mouth ; the 
Hame at Elwyn's dinner, Not strong as a lion, but delightfid 
as a domestic animal. 

Elwyn's dinner was at Bath, on tho 16th, and was 
given to a number of guests of both sexes. The mod- 
est American, a stranger to all probably but Moore, 
was not apt to "come out" on such occasions. In- 
deed, it was only in the easy familiarity of domestic 
life, that he could be seen to the greatest advantage. 
It was here that the riches of his conversation were 
most apparent. His forte in this respect, was his 
humor ; much of which, however, was of a kind 
of which language can give no idea ; it was not more 
in what he said, than in the way he said it ; the play 
of feature, the eye, the tone, the gesture. There was 
a natural, e^y, delightful sportiveuess about his con- 
versation when under no restraints of form or cere- 
mony, a mixture of wit, whim, fun and drollery, of 
which few could resist the fascination. His vivacity, 
however, was apt to desert him when he moat needed 
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it, and especiaUy when among strangers, where he 
was conscious of particular or critical observation. 
Moore,, on the otlier hand, was always a sprightly and 
reliable conversationalist, and ever ready to extract 
enjoyment from the flying moment, wherever passed. 
He seemed ever to rise in the morning, as Mr. L'ving 
once remarked of him, with the words of the song on 
his lips : 

" Saj what shall be Our sport tiMiay." 

continue w th th u nun \i dn n 1 ooJv 

June 18ih. — R)=p it seien — read morp cf Lord Bjron 
while dressing — pleasant bteikfist — after Ireakftst adj inied 
to Moore's studj v,\ ere I prtpaied a despatth for Muin} of 
part of the MS of bti nge Stor e^ — clined a Utile after two 
tliat I might get to [! lank] in time for tjie coach — after d nner 
set off with Moore Mrs Mtoii. anl Mi Branneg'n accom 
paiiying us patt of the ^\^y — 1 ad t, veij jfea=ant will v, th 
Moore Ikrough L r 1 Linsdowne s giounds to Mr [blink] 
where we found the coach had just passed — stopped there and 
took tea while they sent for a chaise — Bowles cburcli and par- 
sonage in sight — had a pleasant gossipping cup of tea and then 
took an affectionate leave of that chaiming fellow Moore — a 
hrilliajit in head and lieart. 

From Birmingham, where he went from Moore's, 
to mate a visit of a few days to his sister's family, he 
writes to Peter, July 29 : "I have furnished Murray 
with MSS. of part of the first vohime, but have re- 

voL. t:.— 9* 
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ceived no proof sheet as yet ; " and nine days later, 
■we have the following letter addressed to this brother 
at Havi-e, where he had probably gone to look after 
his steamboat interest, as we may infer from the close 
of the epistle. The letter touches on vai-ious literary 
matters, and is dated, as will be seen, from the resi- 
dence of his Dresden friends, the Fosters, where he 
was now on a visit. 

Beicbhill. nGM Bedfobd, July 7, I3M. 

My tear Bhothek ; 

1 arrived liere from town last night on a visit to my kind 
Dresden friends, the Fosters, wko have welcomed me as to my 
own home. I shall stay here seven or eight days at least. 

I went from Birmingham to town to put the printers in 
motion, as I received no proof sheets. It was well 1 did, as 1 
found Murray had intended keeping the work back till Novem- 
ber. On finding the danger of being anticipated by an Amer- 
ican edition, he changed hb plan and has advertised it for the 
first of August and set the press liard at work. I now receive 
proof sheets daBy and can push the publication as briskly as I 
please ; but I do not wish to huiry it too quickly. I fancy it 
will appear about the tentli of August. I shall take care to 
forward sheets to America. There is no danger of the work's 
being pirated in America, under any circumstances. The pub- 
lic would set their faces against it. I am told much disappro- 
bation bas been expressed at the letters of Oldstyle having 
been got up and published without my knowledge and consent. 
I have ptomised Murray to prepare a corrected edition of 
Salmagundi for him, with additions, such as you and I bad 
talked of: and have written to Paulding to hasten the essays 
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he is to contribute. I have mater 1 gl f my p f h 

job lying by me in half-formed sk 1 1 I I Id i 

wise have probably made no use f I wi!] ] f 

me scarce any trouble, and will p } h d 1} M y 

is anxious to get the work out of h I d f 1 !■ b k 

sellers, and to have my writings c ) 1 H h d ri d 

the work as in the press, with corr ns d 1 n by 

way of deterring other bookseller m p hi h m 1 

Campbell has promised to give mo some particulars for his 
biography, and I will get hints from Rogers when I go nest 
to town. 

I am sorry not to have met you at Birmingham ; though, 
if you are passing your time pleasantly in Normandy, I shall 
feel satisfied. Do not, however, suffer yourself to he bothered 
about steamboat concerns. If it yields you gratification and 
amusement, well and good ; otherwise I am convinced I can 
cut out agreeable occupation for both of us, enough to employ 
our time and fill our pocke'ts. 

Five days later, July 13, lie writes from tlio same 
place to Peter 

'■ I shall leave here on Thursday next for London, but 
shall leave it almost immediately on a hasty excursion to York- 
shire ; which performed, I shall thmk of getting over to France 
as soon as possible, and if you are still at Havre, will come 
that way. I wish to get back to Paris, and get to wori; again. 

I told you in my last, that I am to [jrepare an improved 
* Tbis project was afterwards dropped. 
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and enlarged ei3ition of Salmag\uidi for Mtirray, I shidl get 
materials for Eogers' and Campbell's biographies in London, 
and then, if I can get a quiet lOom at Auteuil for the month 
of August, I think I can get a profitable little lot of work 
done. I feel the impulse strong on me to i;eep my pen 
moving, and am resolved not to flag nor fiilter until I have 
secm'ed plenty of the needful to make life easy. 

It was to " make life easy," to place himself aliovc 
the necessity of continued exertion, and out of the 
reach of embaiTassment, that he proposed at this time 
to avail himself of every chance of proiitahle literary 
occupation. " I am anxious, at present, by ever^- 
exertion," Je the language of another letter to Peter, 
" to attain sufficient to malte us both independent lor 
the rest of our lives, and I thmk by making the most 
of time and opportunity, we may easily effect it." 

The last entry in his memorandtim book, gives us 
a fiu^her allusion to Eogers, whose biogi-aphy and 
that of Campbell he was intending to prepare for the 
collection of British Literature, for which Galignani 
had engaged his pen, though lie never got beyond a 
brief life of Goldsmitli, in an undertaking which soon 
fell to the ground. 

Called at Rogers'—found Kenney and Rogers' brotlier 
breakfasting with him — sat and chatted till twelve — went with 
Kenney to Leslie's. — Dined with Rogers Uie-a-Ute — he was 
very critical and censorious on Moore and others — told a good 
story of the French Alibes — before the French Revolution, 
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at the houses of the principal noblemen there would be a plate 
left for some chance Abbe — and the first that arrived took it 
— about dinner time you would see the Abbes [illegible] pick- 
ing their way from the top of one stone to another — ringing 
or rapping at the poii-cocher, and in<juiring — y-a-t-il de place f 
Non, Monsieur; then he would tillup onward. — On one oc- 
casion at the commencement of the revolution, there was a 
party dining — tlie cart went by carrying criminals to tlie 
guillotine — all tlie company ran to the windows — the Abb6 
being a sliort man tried to peep on tiptoe, but in vain, so 
iie went down to the port-cocher. — As the vehicle went by, 
one of the victims wJio knew the Abb6, bowed to him — the 
Abbe returned the salutation — " "What ! you are liia friend — you 
are one of them — away with him" — the poor Abbe was hoisted 
into the cart and Imrried to the guillotine.— The company 
having satisfied their cnriosity, returaed to tlie table — the 
Abba's place was vacant — Mais ou esi Mr. VAbU 9 Alas I the 
poor Abbe was already headless. 

Jiily SOik, lie writes to Peter from London : 

I had hoped by tlijs time to be on my way for France, 
but tlie work has been thrown back this last week, by finding 
the MSS. not sufdcieiit to furnish matter for two octavo vol- 
umes, so I am obliged to supply a couple of sheets for each 
volume. 

The first volume I help out by introduction, and by intro- 
ducing passages into Buckthorne's Life. 

I have just scribbled oiT anotiier robber tale for tlie second, 
which will nearly supply the needful, and I think will increase 
the effect of the third part. It makes me feel more confident 
of the series of Banditti tales. 
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TliP niomenl, I hrive corrftcted tlie Inst proof sheet, I 
shall start. 

Having risen early on the morning of August 13, 
and con-ected proof slieets till nine, and received Mur- 
ray's drafts for the Tales of a Traveller at six, nine, and 
twelve months, for 500 guineas each ; he left London 
at two o'clock in coach for Brighton, erossed thenee 
the next day to Dieppe, and the day following had 
engaged lodgings at Auteuil, a few iniles from Paris, 
where as we have seen, he was hoping to do a profit- 
able lot of work. 

It was at Brighton, on his way, that he addressed 
to Moore this, as the poet tenns it in his diary, " very 
amusing letter," for a copy of winch I am indebted 
to the courtesy of the poet's biographer, Lord John, 
now Earl Russell. 

[To Thomas Moore.} 

BBiciiTON, August 14, 18M. 
Mj boat is on tlie shore 

If 1 1 gdbll Blj 

1 p f i Iv g f B II d agg 1 my If 

f L 1 \ d ^ I If f h 1 gl 

flj 1 1 7 t 1 i 1 ml 1 1 d 1 

yglslllb Tiii-.l!l I 

d d by TV 1 111 1 

1 ss lb p 11 

I 1 1 d 1 f gg g 1 g Id d 

g dih 1 dtadbjldli byl 
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delays of the press, Yesteiclay I aLsolutely broke away, with- 
out waiting for the last slieets. They are to be sent after me 
here by mail to be corrected this morning, or else 'they must 
take their chance. From the time I first started pen in hand 
on this work, it has been nothing but hard driving with me. 

I have not been able to get to Tmibiidge to see the Done- 
gals, wliich I really and greatly regret. Indeed I have seen 
nobody except a friend or two, who had the kindness to hunt 
nie out. Among tl e^e wis Mi fctory anfl I ate a dinner there 
that it took roe a week to d gest having been obliged to swal- 
low so mneh hiid favored nonien e from i loud-talking baronet 
whose name thank God I forget, liut who maintained Byron 
was not a man of (.ounge and theiefoie his poetry was not 
readabk I was really afraid 1 e w iild bring John Story to 
the same way of thmkmg 

I wont a few ei enmgs "ince to lee Kenney's new piece, 
the Alciid It went off lameh and the Alcaid is rather a 
bore, and come^ neii to be generally t! ought so. Poor Ken- 
ney came to my room nest evening, and I cotdd not have be- 
lieved that one night could have mined a man so completely. 
I swear to you I thought at first it was a flimsy suit of clotlies 
had left some bedside and walked into my room without wait> 
ing for the owner to get up ; or that it was one of those frames 
on wliich clothiera stretch coats at their shop doors ; until I 
perceived a thin fiice sticking edgeways out of the coOar of the 
coat like tiie axe In a buntJle of fasces. He was so thin, and 
pale, and nervous, and exhausted — he made a dozen difficulties 
ill getting over a spot in tlie carpet, and never would have ac- 
complished it if he had not lifted himself over by the points of 
his shirt collar. 
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I 3aw Rogers just as I was leaving town. He told me he 
had seen you, and that tlie elirisiening was soon to take place. 

I had not time to ask Rogers any particulars about you, 
and indeed he is not exactly the man from whom I would ask 
news about luy friends. I dined tSte d-lete with him some time 
since, and he served up his friends as he served up his fsh, 
with a squeeze of lemon over each. It was very piquant, hut 
it rather set lay teeth on edge, 

J hope you are working at Lord Byron's life. Sheridan's 
can keep without disadvantage, but now is the time to work at 
Lord B. so as to hring it out hefore the interest shall have died 
away, or that- others shall have usurped the public mind with 
respect to him. 

I met Mrs. Brannegan one evening at the opera, and on 
parting inquired her address. I was too hiisy to call for a day 
or two, and made my call tlie very day slie had departed. 

Farewell, my dear Moore. Let me hear from you, if but a 
line ; particularly if my work pleases you, but don't say a 
word against it. I am easily put out of humor with what I do. 
Give as much love to Mrs. Moore as it is respectable in a hus- 
band to countenance, and tell her I have ordered a copy of my 
work to be sent to her, 

Washington Irfixo. 

T!ie following is Moore's reply : 

1824, 

Mr DEAR Irviko : 

I lake the opportunity of a' packet to Paris to tell you that 
your book is delightful. I never can answer for what the pub- 
lic will like, but if they do not devour tliia with tlieir best ap- 
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petite, then is good writing, good fun, good sense, and all 
other goods of aiif.horaliip thrown away upon tliem. I had to 
listen to. Lord Laiisdowne the other evening reading over 
whole pages of Bucktlioriie which I already knew by heart, 
hut which he seemed so pleased witJi that it would have been 
a sin to stop him. Luttrell also lias been warm in your praises, 
and altogether your muse, I think, treads upon velvet. 

Wo have had Bowood swarming with aristocracy and wit, 
and I have been gallanting tjie fair Genoese, Madilo. Durazso, 
to mass [at Wardour] and other gayeties. Lord Bath's also 
has been among my visiting places, and upon the whole I have 
been quite as idle as I oiight not to have been. 

Your lively letter from Brighton was far loo sprightly to 
Le kept under cork, and accordingly it effervesced out at Bo- 
wood, much to poor Kenney's e.tposine and the delight of 
every one. I never read anything so good even in your boolcs. 
Tliat " injidus scurra" Keimey (as I could collect from Rogers), 
showed me up for the dinner I made my good-natured friend in 
Cleveland Row give yoix all. It teas an officious tiick of me, 
I own. 

"We Jiad little Russell christened while Lord John was 
here, and I am afraid ho will he a chip of the old block, for he 
was laughing at the parson all the time of the operation. 
God bless you, my dear Irving, 

Ever heartily yours, 

TliOSlAS MOOEE. 

Bessy likes you ratlicr too well to make lier praise of your 
book worth much, but she is enchanted. 
Vol. II.— (14) 
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The dinner here alluded to, is touched upon in 
Mr. Irving's diary in tliis way : " Dined at Mr. 
Moore's, near the park — with Kenney, Moore, Newton, 
and Fitzroy Stanhope — sat long at table— talk about 
Scroope Davies — from thence went to Mrs. Story's to 
Slipper — all the party dull and heavy." In conversa- 
tion I have heard him allude to Kenney's annoyance 
at an incessant interchange of anecdotes about " Scroope 
Davies," that was kept up between Moore and Fitaroy 
Stanhope, whom Moore included at the last moment in 
the dinner, at first intended only for Kenney, Newton, 
and Irving, which would have made " a good en- 
semhle." Mtzroy Stanhope, was a stranger to all but 
Moore, and did not fit in to the party. He was de- 
cidedly de trap for the "unrestrained flow of soul" 
which Kenney and the other two had promised 
themselves. " You have spoiled tlie dinner," said 
Mr. Irving to Moore, when he told him of the inno- 
vation ; " he is a stranger to us all and wiU not be of 
accord." " Never you fear," said Moore, " we'll spread 
him over the scale, like a false note in music." But I 
was right, said Mr. Irving, in relating the anecdote ; 
" it spoiled the dinner." " Oh ! " said Kenney to him 
on their way to Mrs. Story's, "it was notliing but 
Scroope Davies this, and Scroope Davies that ; they 
killed me witli their Scroope Davies." It was prob- 
ably after this infliction that Kenney related the 
anecdote, which I q^uote from Moore's diary, and which 
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may have had a Bignifieaiiee which Moore knew how 
to interpret, when ho wrote his letter to Mr. Irving. 

Kenney mentioned to-day CharlciS Lamb 'a lieing once bored 
Ijy a lady praisiDg to him such a " charming man ! " &c,, kc^ 
ending with ; " I know him, bless him ! '' on wliich Lamb said, 
" "Well, I don't, but damn him at a hazard ! " 

Kenney was no doubt ready witli a similar chance 
imprecation upon Scroope Davies, specimens of whose 
wit formed the bnrden of the feast. 

In a letter received by Mr. Irving soon after from 
Newton is tliis passage : " When yon see Kenney give 
my best regai-ds to him. I hope he has recovered 
entirely from Scroope Davies ; his friend Stanhope is 
looking remarkably well." 
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CflAPTER XII. 



rriHE Tales of a Traveller was published in London, 
-*- on the 25th of Angnst, in two octavo vohimes, 
and at a price fixed by Murray wluch occasioned 
some murmurs, though it sold rapidly. In New York, 
it was published in four parts ; the first part, consist- 
ing of Strange Stories, by a Nervous Gentleman, 
August 24 ; the second part, Buckthonie and his 
Friends, Sept. 7 ; the third part. The Italian Banditti, 
Sept. 25 ; and the fourth, Tlic Money Diggers, 
October 9 ; this l^t, nearly seven weeks later than the 
appeai-ance of the entire volumes in London. 

The reputation of the author waa fully kept up by 
the work, but it did not excite so much surprise, and 
consequently obtain as much popularity with the pub- 
lie, as his previous productions: "wherein," says 
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iNewton, in a letter dated October 7, 1824 ; " you will 
only find the lot of all popular writers when they give 
the world a work, however well executed, but re- 
Bemblihg in its nature what they have already done ; 
the better, the worse for them." Newton thought he 
never did anything better than Tlie Bold Dragoon ; 
" the dance of the furniture is capital indeed ;" " Buek- 
thorne, too," he says, " and all the Money Digging 
part told amazingly well," but, he adds " the young 
Italian seemed to be as much, a favorite as any, I 
heard Hallam quoting it the other day, as one of the 
finest specimens of your writing." 

[To Mrs. Catharine Paris.] 

I'iRia, Sept. 20, 1324. 

My dear Sister : 

* * * I returned a few weeks since from. England 
wliere I went to publish my last work. * * It lias been a 
great comfort to me that for nearly a year past I have had 
Peter with me. I trust we shall continue for the future to- 
gether. * * 

Since my recent return from England, I have been residing 
at a very pleasant village [Auteuil] in the neighborhood of 
Paris, that I might be quiet and might keep clear of the 
crowd and dissipation of the metropolis. Peter remains at the 
apartments in Paris, but comes out on Saturday afternoon and 
stays until Sunday morning with me ; and I sleep occasionally 
in town. In this way we manage to live very plea.santly, and 
■what makes it particularly agreeable to me is that I am per- 
fectly tranquil, and freed from the ueees.-iity of receiving and 
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paying visits and going into society, whicli of late years lias 
beiin a perfect liarassment to nic. 

Long before this readies you, you will liave had lay laat 
work, (lie Tales of a Traveller. I am happy to hear that ifc 
sells rapjdly in England. I do not know how it may please 
you, as it is written in a, different mood from my late wodts. 
Much of it was written rapidly. For my own part-, I think 
there are in it some of the best things I lia^e ever written. 
They may not be so highly finished as some of my former 
writings, but they are touched off with a freer spirit, and are 
more trite to life ; for they are the transcripts of scenes that I 
have witnessed. 

Odober 5th. — I have suffered this letter to lie by me, and 
will add a little more to.it before I send it off. We have had 
much bustle in Paris of late, between the death of one king and 
the succession of anotlier. I have become a little callous to 
public sights, but have, notwitlistaading, been to see the funeral 
of the late king, and the entrance into Paris of the present one. 
Charles X. begins his reign in a very conciliating manner, and 
is really popular. The Bourbons Jiave gained great accession 
of power within a few years. 

But to descend from kings to humbler personages. Peter 
and myself intend setting off in a few days on a ten days' tour 
to Orleans, Tours, and some of the finest parts of Touraine, the 
centre and garden of France. After tliis we shall go into 
winter quarters at our apartments in Paris. * * * 

October 2itk. — We have just returned to Paris from a nine 
days' excursion along the Loire and through some of the love- 
liest scenery of Touraine. ■ * '■* The weather, for the greater 
part of the time, was serone and delightful, with that golden 
autumnal tint that gives such a richness to fine scenery. I 
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never have been more interested hy a tour ; we liave been 
througli scenes full of historical interest, and have visited towns 
and castlea famous in story, as well as striking and |)icturesque 
in themselves. "Wpadp fwl yn 

ing and gratifying m 
old castle belongin 
romantic piles fro 
it commands, that 1 1 a 
of a richly-wooded 1 
valley, through v,\ h 

quiet majesty ;ivIJab fill b y m 11(1 

the Indre winds al ng 
niider the very terrac 
cream - colore d ste -wlllglmja Ii p d 

since its constru n, i aa d f ! ss 

The towers axe n 1 1) p u q d 1 ] 

avenues, and the h g b 1 1 

proud aud lordly all g g n g 

o(dy lias a suit ol apartments m toleraljle lepair, and witli fui. 
niture tarnished and neglected. The rest of the castle is used 
partly as store rooms and granaries for the estate, and the cow- 
cierge (or overseer) and his ftimily reside in the centre. The 
duke visits the estate once or twice a year, but the duches, 
whose health is delicate, has not been at it for several years. 
The fortunes of the French nobility have been so scanty of late 
years, that even tliose who liave conserved or regained their 
paternal estates cannot afford to repair thciu or to keep up the 
necessary houseliold establishment. The Duke of Duras, whose 
fortune has been improved since the restoration of the Bour- 
bons, talks much of repairing this beauliful chateau, but I fear 
it will eventually share the fate of most of the other French 
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We are now settled in town for the winter ; though, the 
weather just now is so mild and delightful that I cannot but re- 
gret the country. You would be amused if you could look in 
^pon our bachelor establishment. The mode of living here is so 
different from that in America that it is difficult to give a eoi- 
rect idea of it. * * * My apartment is up several pairs of 
stairs, what you would think the garret in America, yet it con- 
sists of several rooms opening into each other, excellently weL' 
fitted up and finished, and very prettily furnished. T have my 
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kitchen included in tlie iingeot mychinTieis -inl the main 
door of tlie suite of room's ■nluihojcu foni'i little xnte-eham- 
ber on the landing place of the great sta rcasc i% as it were, 
the street door to my premises and excl ides tl e world, 

I have a French servant woman ^] o is my cook, butler, 
vakt-de-chambre, and footman who keeps everything in the 
neatest order, and cliatters even faster tlwn she work'!. 

Tlius we manage to h\e very comfortably, and liave our 
separate rooms, where we can occupy ourselves as we please 
without interfering with each other ; and need not meet except 
at meal times. The great national Kbrary (one of the very 
best in the world) is within five minutes' walk of ray lodgmga, 
and I have tlie privilege of having any hooka from it I please. 
I should enjoy myself completely here, if tlie world wouJd let 
me be quiet; the chief drawback on my comfort is the contin- 
ued interruption of society, which, in a great metropohs like 
tliis, is a serious grievance to any one wlio has acquired a little 
notoriety. I endeavor as much aa possible to keep clear of the 
whirl, and to be master of my time and of myself; but with all 
my exertions I find it impossible to avoid being carried away 
occasionally by the current. 

The author, however, was doomed to more aerioiiB 
annojancee than the interniptions of society ; annoy- 
ances which touched too deeply his sensitive nature. 

The Tales of a Traveller, which in his view, as we 
have seen in tbe letter jnst quoted, contained some of 
the best things he had ever written, found little favor 
with 6ome of the British critics ; and in his own country, 
which felt a generoua pride in his extended reputation, 

Vol. IL— 10 
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it had hardiy proceeded to the publication of the first 
aiid second parts, before he was told there were some 
" violent demonstrations of hostility" on the part of 
the press. 

A leaf in his note-book gives tlie following dis- 
closure : 

Noverfihcr 23rf. — "Went to Galigiiani's — mot my evil genius 
there, who told me the critics were attacking me like the devil 
in England — returned home for a short time but could not re- 
m ain — do wuhearte d. 

Tlie lettei's which foUoM", though varying in tone 
iind ehai'acter, are all more or less colored by tlie same 
" downhearted " feeling. 

The first is addressed to a nephew, now the Eev. 
Pierre Paris Irving, a clergyman of the Episcopal 
chnrcli, who, at the early age of eighteen, had ventnred 
into print in some contributions to a little pei'iodical, 
called The Fly, which ran through five numbers and 
expired. 

MYDEARPiElUUi: 

I Lave long intended to answer your letter, but I am so 
much occupied at one time and interrupted at another, that I 
am compelled to be a very irregular correspondent. I liave 
been much gratified by the good accomits I hear of you from 
various quarters, and have been pleased with the little periodi- 
cal work whi<*l) you sent uie, which gave proof of very promis- 
ing talenl. T am Fuiiy, liowever, to find you venturing into 
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print at so uarly an age, as 1 (.■onsidui' it extremely" disadvan- 
tageous. I would have you study assiduously for several years 
to come, ■without suffering yourself, either by your own inclina- 
tions or the suggestions of your friends, to be persuaded to coin- 
Let me impress this most 
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inhia aftei years. The aiticle jou wrole m the penodical 
work, for instance, was very clever as to composition, and was 
all that could be expected from a writer of your age ; biit tlien 
you showed yourself ignorant of music, tliough you undertook 
to satirize a musical performance ; at a riper age you would 
not have committed this error. Tlie composition you were 
ridiculing must have been one of the sublime productions of 
Handel or Haydn, and the performer, whose gesticulation you 
describe so extravagantly, must have been t)ie leader of the 
band, w^ho by look and sign has to regulate t!ie performance of 
the whole band, keep them all in time, and direct their style of 
playitig, according to the expression of the miisic. 1 mention 
this only to let you see how readily one is betrayed into error 
by writing, or rather publishing, at an early and uninformed 
age. 

I hope, however, your literary vein has been but a tran- 
sient one, and that you are preparing to establish your fortune 
and reputation on a better basis than literary success. I hope 
none of those whose interests and happiness are dear to me will 
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be induced to follow my footsteps, and wander into tlie seduc- 
tive but treacIiero\is patlis of literature. Tliere is no life more 
precarious in its profits and fallacious in ita enjoyments thaa 
that of an author. I speak from an ex])erience which may be 
considered a, favoralDle and prosperous one ; snd I would ear- 
nestly dissuade all those with wliom my voice has any effect 
from trusting their forftmes to the pen. For my part, I look 
forward with impatience to the time, when a niodei-ate compe- 
tency will place me above the necessity of writing for the press. 
I have long since discovered that it is indeed "vanily and 
vexation of spirit." 

I trust you will take a wiser and surer course. If you 
have entered upon the profession of the law, fit yourself for the 
exercise of it hy profound and extensive st idv do not rest sat- 
isfied with the mere technicalities of it but tnter widely into 
the noble studies connected with it, D ciplme joirself well■ 
conside^ what you have learned at college as merelj piepara 
tory to a wider range of inquiry. M ilio i our elf an excellent 
scholar, and store your mind with gejjeial j ct ac(,ui itdj ac 
quired and well-digested information Do not meddle much 
with worlta of the imagination. ^ our mngmation needs 
no feeding; indeed it is a mental qiahtv that always takes 
care of itself; and is too apt to mtei'V le with the o hers 
Strengthen your judgment ; cultivate Inbits of tlose thinking 
and in all your reading let kkowli oar be the grfat object 
I feel myself called upon to urge th(be mattei'* because 
from some passages in your letter, it would seem tint some idle 
writing of mine had caught your fanc^ ind luiI tntd i dciri, 
to follow my footsteps. If you think my path has been a 
flowery one, you are greatly mistaken it has too often la ii 
among thorns and brambles, and been darkened by care nnd 
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dfspondpncv Mim iinl uni) a time have I resetted that 
at nvf eailj outset in life I had not been impenouslj hoiincl 
down to some regulir ^nd usefiil mode of hfe, and been thor- 
oughly inured to liabits of buainesa , and I have ft thousand 
timeo regretted ■with bittenre s that eier I was led awa^ by ray 
imagimtLOn Behe^ e me the man who earns his bread by the 
S'weat of his blow eita oftener a sweeter moi-sel, howe\er 
coarse, than he who piocures 3t hy the labor of his brains. 

1 1\ isli to imprpai theae matters upon you, because you are 
tlie eldest of youi fathers familj. The oldest son should con- 
sider himself the second father of tho family. I am anxious to 
hear of your making a valuable practical man of business, wliat- 
ever profession or mode of life you adopt ; and that by your ex- 
ample and your attentions you may guide and instruct your brotli- 
ew. Our country is a glorious one for merit to make its way 
ni, and wherever talents are properly matured, aad are sup- 
ported by honorable principles and amiable manners, they are 
sure to succeed. As for the talk about modest merit being 
neglected, it is too often a cant, by wbich indolent and irresolute 
men seek to lay their want of success at tbe door of the public. 
Modest merit ia too apt to be inactive, or negligent, or unin- 
structed merit. Well-matured and weli- disciplined talent is 
always sure of a market, provided it exerts itself; bnt it must 
not cower at home and expect to be sought for. There is a 
good deal of cant, too, in. the whining about the success of for- 
ward and impudent men, while men of retiring worth are 
passed over with neglect. But it happens often that those for- 
ward men have that valuable quality of promptness and activ- 
ity, without which worth is a mere inoperative property. 

A barking dog is often more useful than a sleeping lion. 
Endeavor to make your talents convertible to ready use. 
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prompt fur tlie occasion, and adapted to tlie ordinary purposes 
of life ; cultivate sLrcngtJi rather tlian gracefulness ; in our 
country it is the useful, not the ornamental, that is in demand. 

I will now advert to another thing which is very near to 
my heart, iwid a constant cause of solicitude. There is a large 
family connection of you growing up. I wish to urge the cul- 
tivation of a common union of interest and affection among you. 
The good of one sliould be considered the good of tlio whole. 
You sliould stand hy each other in word and deed ; " In evil re- 
port and in good report ; " discarding every petty spirit of jeal- 
ou y piomofing each others happmess, ind buildmg up each 
others pro'ipenty In this way jou maj contribute wcndpi 
fully to each others' le^pectibihtj and success in life Eh 
deavor ilso to make the name i ou beai one that shall be 
synonjmoua wit! honor Bincenty and peifect f-uth Whateirr 
be your dealings, public or private, let no temporary advan- 
tage, however flattering, entice you away from the .strict line 
-of open probity. However great the immediate sacrifice, frank 
and open truth filways gains in tjie end. * * * 

Give my best love to iJic family, and believe me ever, 
Your affectionate uncle, 

Wasiiikgtox Irtikg. 

[To a R. Leslie.] 

PACia, Vmh Kichelicu, No. BS, Dec. Sth, 1S24. 

Mr DEAB Leslie ; 

I have been for a long time intending to write to you, but 
my spirit has been so inert as not to be able to summon up 
a page full of ideas. However, as Brockedoii. is on the point 
of starting, and will take a letter free of cost, I will scrawl a 
line, if it is only in testimony of constant recollection. 
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Tie " Childe " has given me a mere inkling of his northern, 
visit, just enough to tantalize curiosity. I wish you would give 
me a few anecdotes on the suhject. You must have had 
a rare time ; and I envy above evcrytliing your residence at 
Abhotsford. I am told, the Great Unknown was ahsolutely 
besieged by a legion of " panthers," that you really surrounded 
him ; one taking a point-blank elevation of him in full front, 
another in profile, another in rear ; happy to sketch a likeness 
■whichever side presented. 

To you the visit must have been peculiarly interesting and 
advantageous ; for knowing your taste and turn of mind, I 
am sure you would find Scott full of precious matter, and 
would derive a world of valuable hints from your conversation 
with hini. I long to hear something of your visit at Abbots- 
ford, and would give anything for a good long talk with you 
on the subject. 

I wish your " Sancho" were here in the exhibition. I 
slioiJd like to hear what the Frenchmen would say to it ; it 
is so iniinitely better than anything which they think good, 
that I doubt whether they would know how to appreciate it. 
Tliere are two of Lawrence's paintings here, but the French 
pass by without noticing them. The only remark I heard 
made, was from two Frenchmen, on Lawrence's head of the 
late Due de Richelieu. One looked at it with a screw of the 
mouth, " Pas mal," said he ; " some affectation, something of 
coloring," and so they passed on. 

Have you begun your new picture for Lord Egremont? 
Brockedon speaks with great emphasis of your ' Autolycus.' 
I do not know whether you have done anytliing to it since 
I saw it, or whether he means the picture in its half-finished 
state. I certainly thmk your head of ' Autolycus' one of your 
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t f 1 a t and expression. But, in fact, you 
have now 1> t t i3asl b Idly at wimtever you conceive ; you 
have the p f 1 ig whatever you attempt,' and the 

certainty of ha u wh t r you achieve appreciated by the 

When you see Newton, remember me affectionately to him. 
Let me know what he is doing, and how he is doing it. I 
often look back with fondness and regret on the times we lived 
together in Londoo, in a delightful community of thought and 
feeling ; struggling ouv way onward in the world, but cheering 
and encouraging each otiier. I find nothing to supply the 
place of that heartfelt fellowsliip. I trust that you and Newton 
liave a long career of increasing success and popularity before 
you. Of my own fate I sometimes fee! a doubt. I am isolated 
in English literature, without any of the usual aids and in- 
fluences by which an author's popularity is maintained and 
promoted. I have no iiterary coterie to cry me up ; no 
partial reviewer to pat me on the ba«k ; the very review of 
my publisher is hostde to everything American. I liave 
nothing to depend on hut the justice and courtesy of the 
publicf and how long the public may continue to favor the 
writings of a stranger, or how soon it may be prejudiced by 
the scribblers of the press, is with me a matter of extreme un- 
certainty. I have one proud reflection, Jiowever, to sustain 
myself with— that I have never in any way sought to sue the 
prmses nor deprecate tlie censures of reviewers, but have left 
my- works to rise or fall by their own deserts. If the public 
will keep with me a little longer, until I can secure a bare 
competency, I feel as if I shall be disposed to throw by the 
pen, or only to use it as a mere recreation. | Do write to me 
soon. I long to hear from you. How often do I miss you 
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ill moments when I feel cast down and out of heart ; and Iiow 
often at times when some of the odd scenes of hfe present 
themselves, which we used to enjoy so heartily together. 

Remember me most particularly to your sister. It is with 
the greatest concern that I have heard of the afflicting loss 
which hoth of you have sustained ; and I only forbear to dwell 
oa it because 1 know that in cases of the kind, all consolation 
by letter is mere idle formality. God bless you, my dear LesKe, 
Believe me, most constantly and affectionately yours, 

W. I. 

P. S, — My brother is with me, and desires to be particu- 
larly remembered to you. 

Three days later, be wrote as follows : 
[Tb Henry Brevoort.^ 

PiKiB, KuE KionELiEu, Ko. 89 Doc, 11. 18S4. 

* * * I cannot tell you what pleasure I have received 
from long chats with Lyncli * ab t 1 1 t m d Id asso- 

ciates. His animated and descvi; t n nn 1 j t II N w 
York before me, and made me lo t 1 1 I 

do not know wliethev it be the f f Ij mp aa n d 

associations, or whetlier it be really w 11 f 1 d b t 1 
a charm about that little spot of el tltl tfl y d 
its environs, that has a perfect ^ 11 n > g t n 

The bay, the rivers and their w Id d ^ Ij 1 t! 

haunts of my boyhood, both on 1 d nl w t 1 lut ly 
have a witchery over my mind. I tl nk Q d f y bavin 

* Dominiek Ljncli, of Ncm" York. 
Vol. it.— 10* (15) 
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been bom in so beautiful a place among such beautiful scenery ; 
I am convinceii I owe a vast deal of what is good and pleasant 
in my nature to the circumstance. 

I feel continually indebted to your kindness for ilie interest 
you have taken in my affairs, and in the success of my works 
in America. I begin to feel extremely anxious to secure a 
little mcome from my literary property, that shall put me be- 
yond the danger of recun'ing penury; and shall render me in- 
dependent of the necessity of laboring for tiie presa I should 
like to write occaaionaDy for my amusement, and to have the 
power of throwing my writings either into my portfolio, or into 
tlie fire. I enjoy the fii-st conception and first sketchings down 
of my ideas, but the correcting and preparing them for the 
press is irksome, and publishing s dete tal le 

My last woik has a good r u n Engl nl -md has been ex- 
tremely well spoken of by son e of tl e wo thies of literature 
though it has met w tl 1 dli g f th p Tl 

feet is, I have kept my If Iff 11 1 h p lit 

ture that I have no alh m g th nhl 1 rs f th j n da 
cal press ; and some ftlmh tk pq ag tm 

for having treated tl Ittl 1 ly my w t gs 

However, as I do, not d t S "^ ! 1 I t f 

the reach of attack. If my w t tl ytl g th y 

will outlive temporary criticism ; if not, they are not worth 
caring about. tSome parts of my last work were written rather 
hastily ; yet I am convinced that a great part of it was written 
in a free*'and happier vein than almost any of my former writ- 
ings. * * * I fimcy much of what I value myself upon in 
writing, escapes the observation of the great mass of my readers, 
who ave intent more upon the story than the way in which it is 
told. Por my part, I consider a story merely as a frame on 
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which to stretch my materials. It ia tlie play of thought, 
and sentiment, and language ; the weaving in of cliaracters, 
lightly, yet expressively delineated ; the familiar and falthfiil ex- 
hibition of scenes in common life ; and the half-concealed vein 
of humor that is often playing through the whole ; — these are 
among what I aim at, and upon which I felicitate myself in pro- 
portion as I think I succeed. I have preferred adopting the 
mode of sketches and short tales rather than long works, be- 
cause I choose to take a line of writmg peculiar to myself, 
rather than fall into the manner or school of any other writer ; 
and there is a constant activity of thought and a nicety of execu- 
tion required in writings of the kind, more than the world ap- 
pears to imagine. It is comparatively easy to swell a story to 
any size when you have once the scheme and the characters in 
your mind ; the mere interest of the story, too, carries the reader 
on through pages and pages of careless writing, and the author 
may often be dull for half a volume at a time, if he has some 
striking scene at the end of it ; but in these shorter writings, 
every page must have its merit. The author must be continually 
piquant ; woe to him if he makes an awkward sentence or writes 
a stupid page ; the critics are sure to pounce upon it. Yet if he 
succeed, the veiy variety and piquancy of his writings — nay, their 
very brevity, make them frequently recurred to, and when the 
mere interest of the story is exhausted, he begins to get credit 
for his touclies of pathos or humor ; his points of wit or turns of 
language. I give these as some of the reasons that have in- 
duced me to keep on thus far in the way I had opened for myself ; 
because I find by recent letters from E. T. that you are join- 
ing in the oft-repeated advice that I should write a novel. I 
believe the works that I have written will he ofteuer re read 
than any novel of the size that I could have written, It is true 
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other writera Lave crowded into the eame branch of literature, 
and I now begin to find myself elbowed by men who have fol- 
lowed my footsteps ; but at any rate I have had the merit of 
adopting a line for myself, instead of following others. 

Thi'ee days after tlie date of this letter, liis diary 
has this recoixi : 

" Dec. lUh. — Eeceived letter from E'ew York, 
signed ' a friend,' enclosing scurrilonB newspaper tirade 
against me." Repetitions of sncli " friendship" left no 
doubt of its malignant origin, and the ill-will displayed 
by its continaance, combined with the sei-vices of his 
" evil genius" at Galignani's, to which allusion has been 
already made, will help to interpret the extracts which 
follow from his diaiy, closing his record of the year, 

Dtc. 28;A.— Returned home— find letter to Peter from 
Beasley, enclosing American paper [no doubt containing 
another attack]. 29fA. — A restless, sleepless night, full of 
ancomfortahle thoughts — woke before four — studied Spanish 
sifter breakfast-— took lesson from eleven to twelve — went to 
Galignani's — read a very favorable critique on French transla- 
tion of Tales of a Traveller — two French translatioits have 
appeared — called at Mr. West's [William E. West, the Amer- 
ican artist] — Mrs. Patterson sitting for her picture. — Lynch 
there — stayed till half past three — walked in Palais Royal — 
returned home — dined with Peter — studied Spanish in the 
evening— a triste day, though laughed a good deal both at 
West's and at dinner — a merry head may sometimes go with 
a heavy heart. 30(ft.— Rather low in spirits — but frequent 



ijbyGoogle 



,«T. 41.] OF WASHINGTON IKVING. 229 

gleams of resolution and self-promises of better things. 31s(, — 
Retire to bed at eleven — this has been a dismal day of depres- 
sion, and closes a year, part of ■which has been full of sanguine 
hope, of social enjoyment, peace of mind, and health of body; 
and tbe latter part saddened by disappointments and distrust 
of the world and of myself; by sleepless nigJits and joyless 
days. May the coming year prove more thoroughly pro- 
pitious I 
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"TpEELINGS of depression contiimed to weigh upon 
-»- bis mind, as will appear from some of the ex- 
tracts from his diaiy, which follow : 



Feb. hth, 1825. — A good night— mind excited — thinking 
over project of an American work — Spanish lesson — called 
at West's — Mr. Lynch and Miss Caton sitting. 

Feb. Qtk. — Read Spanisli all the moniing — Caldcron's play 
of Las Manos Blancas — talked with Peter ahout Cervantes' life 
— [a theme for his pen which had been suggested by Murray 
and which was afterward adopted by Lockhart]. 

Feb, 10(A. — Called at West's — found the daughter-in-law and 
granddaughters of Lafayette there — accompanied tlie Storrows 
to see West's pictures, 

Feb. 14ift.— Studied Spanish all tlio iii or ii i ug— Latin— 
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* * went with LyncK to Pasta's — foimd her by her firesidD 
-sLniply dressed—simple in her manner?. 

Feb. I6th. — Awake with low spirits, as is too frequently 
the case of late — read in Calderon — study Spanish during the 
morning — a misty, chUly day~feel great depression all the 
day — caEed on West — had much conyersatioa about Lord 
Byron, whom he describes as amiable, kind, and affectionate — 
dined at home with Peter. — In evening took Sam. Storrow to 
Gaiete. 

Fek llt/i. — Slept well; tliougb awalte several times — did 
not read — still I awoke very much depressed — that continual 
want of confidence either in myself or the public — cheerless 
prospects — Spanish lesson — studied Spanisli— Latin. 

Feh. 19(S.— Dined at GaJignani's— Sir Bgerton Brydges 
and Mr. Underwood, and Peter— Sir E. said Medwin showed 
him the MS. of his recollections [of Byron], but withdrew 
them before he had time to revise them — received letter from 
proprietor of European Magazine, requesting me to sit for 
portrait to be engiaved, and for biographical particulars. 

i'eft. 'Zith. — Dined at Lord Northland's — Present 

Col. Thornton, attached to the embassy— Col. Thornton com- 
manded the troops which crossed tjie river at New Orleans- 
speaks highly of conduct of Jackson in his correspondence with 
British — letters courteous— sent hack watches, epaulettes, &c., 
of officers kUled— epaulettes of one officer had been cut off, 
— apologized for not sending them — said diligent search siiould 
be made, and if found, they should ' be sent and the offender 



March Uh. — Dined with Peter at Mr. Storrow's — saw Peter 
and Mr. S. off in malle-poste for Calais. [Peter, from whom he 
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was now to be separated for some months, was proceeding to 
his sister's at Birminghiim.] 

March iith. — Eeeeived letter from Puter— Medwin has 
arrived — have not met Tititi. 

March IQih. — Medwin fareakfiisted witli nie — thinks of 
writing an answer to Hobhouse — talked of Spanish literature 
— speaks of a play by Calderoii called sometimes SI Emhozado 
and at other times El Ca-polado. — Lord Byron thought of 
writing something on it — Medwin promised to procure me a 
MS. he had written on the subject. Went with him to 
"West's — he pronoimced the likenesses of Lord Byron and the 
Guiccioli admirable. 

March IDf/i. — Wrote letter to P. Irving — dozed — felt sad 
and heavy. 

March 2%d. — Re-write two cliapters of Virgin tale. 

March 2ith. — Called on Medwin — he gave nie his note 
concerning El Emhozado — * * * Have thought this day 
of plan for dramatic work on story of El Emhozado. 

March 2hih. — Called at West's — sketched there a part of 
plan of Emhozado. 28th. — Tried to sketch plot of Bmboaado, 
hut could not bring my mind to the task. 29th. — Wrote 
letters to E. I. [iiis brother Ebenezer], and Pierre [his nephew 
PieiTC Palis Irving,- the eldest EOn of Ebenezer]. 

I give this last letter from a copy placed in my 
liands by the party to whom it is addressed. The 
i-eader will remember that in a previous letter, to the 
same juvenile correspondent, his uncle had ratber re- 
buked liis preiQaturo literary outbreak. In this com- 
munication, he touches, among other things, on the 
snbject of If 
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[To PieiTB Paris Irvinij.'\ 

Pinis, MircL 2fl, 1825. 
Mr DEAR PlEKBE : 

I am very much giatified by your letter ; it is Ml of good 
sense and good feeling. Yon have taken the observations of 
my former letter, however, mucli too strongly, if you have suf- 
fered them to produce any thing like mortification. They were 
rather meant to warn you for the future, not to censure you for 
the past ; I had felt ia my own case, how insensibly a young 
man gets beguiled away by the imagination, and wanders from 
the safe« Jea(efl. path of life, to lose himself in the mazes of Uter- 
ature. Scarcely any author ever set forth with the intention 
or sunnise of becoming such ; he becomes so by degrees ; and 
Ih n 1 fit arylf t m 11 f th h 

d torn 1 11 I jdt, fth tjgtt 

Up tl wl 1 I gl d tl t y h nt d f 

y tr f tl t g h \ IJ tl h t 

d p p p t! If 1 1 t f y te. 1 f 

h n t ad pt d 1 w y d btf 1 f j If 

YwH llpbUyh tlm flvi dpd 

tl nd nd Ig g y IT ta t aad tal f t h 
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of the man of business and the moneyed influence of the man of 

wealth. There ia no citv in the world which presents a fairer 
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scope for lioi rible pi lat on to tl e ntelli^ent and enlightened 
mercliant, than New "iorli Its vT^t ind iipidly increasing 
prosperity tke wide extent of its commeri al connections ind 
commercial influence its mwlliplied internal ind external rela 
tions, point it out a the great metropoha of North Aniencm 
trade. What must be the impoitance and power of uch a citj 
in a Confederated Union like ours mliat mu t be the inipor 
tance of its leading citizens both in matter 1 commprce nnd 
of politics; its merchants mist be con e like the merchaitsof 
the old commercial republic of Ei ope — men fit t ei tertain 
and to confer with piinces 

I am glai yo i do not reliuq uh TOur tud p On th nn 
ttary, task jfur=elf to become a Yilud.ble max it all pouts 
Make yourself d hgent and e^act in business mfoim i omself 
well in all mittera conneited with it Jon t pi y the gentlemin 
merchant, but while ra the cjunting ho ise apjl} ^tur elf a 
closely and punctually as if j ou were a hired tieik in! depend 
ing upon joui giod conduct for your place 'Vi' hen >ou hive 
leisure, do not waste it in idle aoi,iety by idle I mean 'wl at is 
termed fashionable ociety Of all places I was ever in New 
York is one where more time is wastel at that piecious pci ud 
of life when the seed f knowledge aie to be ''own, and the 
habits formed tl at ire to deteimine tl e chartcfer and f rtuaes 
of after life I speik this from sad experience How mni 
an hour of hard labor and laid studr hive 1 hi 1 to sub| ct 
myself to, to atone in a sligl t degree for the hoirawhioh I 
suffered society to cht,at me out of ~\ oang people enter into 
society in Ameiica at an ige that they ire cocped up in «(.] ools 
in Europe. Do not waste your evenings in parties of pleasure ; 
devote as much as possible to valuable reading. Take care 
not to lose what you learned at college. Keep tip your knowl- 



ijbyGoogle 



JE^.a.] OF WASIIINGTOK IRVING. 235 

p.dge of the learned languages, and endeavor to advance in 
them. Read Listory regularly and attentively. As your time 
for reading will Ije limited, do not ■waste it on any reading but 
such aa will go toward informing your mind, and improving 
your taste. Do not read for mere amusement. Do not seek 
to feed the imigmation tl at w 11 always extract food for itself 
out of the afenie^t studies Do not read for the purpose of 
mere conversation the popuhr worka of the day, reviews, mag- 
aarnes, &c Be content to appeal ignoiant of those topics 
rather than real t!u gh feii of appearmg ignorant The 1 ter 
ature of tie day is ilwajs the most ^jt|,«07((, the most imme 
diately interest ng hit is generally tian lent it soon passes 
away and leaves no general knowledge no pe7 maneni topic in 
the mind ; and then it i' '0 copmns if one yitld hia attentiDn 
to contemporary literature, he la o^ erwhelmed w ith it Mako 
yourself, on the other hand well acpdinted with the Taliuhle 
standard authors, which have stood the te=t of time they will 
always he in fashion , ind m hecommg intimately icquimted 
with them, you become intimately acquainted with the princi 
pies of knowledge anl good taste It is hke itudymg the 
paintings and statues of old ma tera Eead such woite as are 
connected with the moral and political history of England for 
they are all full of appl cation tc our own national character 
' and history, and they tend to awalten calm and deep thinlung 
and to produce that en'arged and independent mode of consid 
ering subjects that becomes a freeman. 

I suppose you know sometliing of modern languages; French 
and Spanish are the most important to an American merchant. 
French, in fact, is the great medium of general conversation 
throughout the world, and should be completely mastered. It 
is one of the moat difficult, unless taken up at an early age, on 
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T b r l^ ^ f its liis- 

y p p h p about it, 

T m A m fi nee, with 

old Oaatilian pride and punctilio ; the chivalrous heroism ; the 
immaculate virtue ; the suhlimated notions of honor and cour- 
tesy, all contrast finely with the sensual amours, the self-indiil- 
genees, the unprincipled and crafty intrigues, which so often 
form the groundwork of Italian story. 

"With all the charms of Italian literature, the greater part 
of its helles-Uttres is unfit for youthful reading, particularly for 
female reading ; it depicts a most immoral and despicable state 
of society ; it breathes profligacy. The Italian language is rich 
in historical works. As far as I can judge from my own read- 
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ing, file literatures the most fiec fiom licentiou iilss m morals 
are tlie Spanish nnd ttf German The Spinivn beciuse the 
greater part was written it a time mhen lomantic notions pre 
vailed in Spain of manlj honor and female virtue and th* 
German, hecause almost all its Idle'' letties ha^e been produced 
within the last fiftv years under the restraints of modem de 
cency. I don't 1 now mj dranntisti ■who have written so 
much, and whoie wriings Aie &u free frjm tin} thing that 
would' call up a blush on the most sensifno cheek as old Cal 
deron among the Spamaidi and bchdler among the GennanB 
and I do not know any that have shown a freer scope of im 
agination and finer sallies of language 

But I am I'unnmg awaj into a land of disoPitation when I 
only meant to make an incidental lemiik on llip oulject of Ian 
guages Make jourself well icquamted with the French and 
Spani&h as fhe^ maj be va-.M to )ou a? a meichant I a;;am 
repeat demote as much if }ouj time as you cin spaie fiom 
husmess and healthfil exeic 'e fo (he ptoring vora mud with 
valual le informat on such as w 11 make von a useful man and 
■vn important membci ot a busv community Do not be mi 
pit ent to entei into lociety and make 1 figure in drawing 
rooms A man c^n seldom flgurt to an\ pirpose until he has 
ncquire 1 tht, knowlpdge and ej-pciience of i eiia and as to the 
trifling d stinotion that a clever j oung man semetimes giiUb it 
IS transient often dhuioub to hinisplf and nevei l n lien a to 
any ■valuable anf permanent lesult 

There la a set of jou now growing up, ■who, if jou are true 
to yourselves and to one another, cannot fail to make a flourish- 
ing and most respectable family coimection. I trust you will 
have a more easy time and more steadfast fortunes than the set 
■who have preceded you, and who are gradually moving off of 
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tte scene as joii enter upoa it. Our lives have been checkered. 
* * * But whatever we liave had of prosperity, and of re- 
spectahility in tiie eyes of our fellow citizens, I ascribe in a great 
measure to a principle of mutual interest and mutual a 
that has prevailed among us. It has been one of the g 
sweeteners of our hours of success, and the greatest comforters 
of our days of adveraity. It is one that grapples me to brothers 
with the tenderest of ties, whenever I remember all that they 
have been to me ; and that fills my heart with love and my 
eyes with tears whenever I think of your uncle William, whose 
character and conduct should be held up as an example to the 
family. * * * * 

Give my love to your motlier and all the family. 
Your affectionate uncle, 

Washington Irving. 

In July of this year, Mr. Irving, still at Paris, re- 
ceived overtures froQi Constable for a Life of "Washing- 
ton, while at the same time Mun-ay hoped seriously 
that he had not been idle, and that lie would allow 
him to look for a communication from him " on the 
subject of an original work," ■which he was " happy 
to say the public wonld be mu<;h delighted to receive." 
But ho was not at all anxious to undertake any- 
thing for publication at tliis period of his career. He 
had in faot become distrustful of the continuance of 
public favor, -and under the discouragement of some 
ill-natured flings from the American press, and the 
persevering malevolence of the anonymous individual, 
who was assiduous in forwarding them, lie had lost 
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heart in his vocation, and lacked the needed stimulus 
to exertion. His old , friend and literaiy assoelatej to 
whom he had given expression to his doubts and mis- 
givings, rebukes the cloudy humor in the following 
eharacteristie fashion. 

It gives me some little dissatisfaction to perceive [writea 
Paulding, Sept. 3] that you suffer yourself to be infiuenced in 
tLe pursuit of a gi'eat object by the squibs and crackers of criti' 
cism. For my part I liave not, hke you, been sufficiently 
praised to feel much tbe want of it ; 1 am a hardened sinner, 
and if I know myself, care very little about the decisions of 
tribunals whose judgments can eventually have little influence 
on the opinions of posterity. "Whatever little rubs of this kind 
you may receive, place them to the account of the spleen and 
envy of unsuccessful rivals, who not being able to raise them- 
selves to you, seek to bring you down to them. As to the, 
voice of your own country, it ia entirely in your favoi". She is 
proud of you, and the most obscure recesses of tlie land, even 
old Sleepy Hollow, are becoming almost classical, ia conse- 
quence of the notice you have taken of them. Old Knicker- 
bocker will last forever, as the great popular work of this 
country, quoted by wa^ for its humor, and referred to by his- 
torians for its aecuracy. You know I am rather a cynic than 
a flatterer, and you ought to know that of all men I would not 
flatter you. Your works continue to be regularly called for 
and sold, now that the moment of novelty is passed, and this is 
the best indication of a substantial reputation. 

It was not, however, " the sqnihs and crackers of 
criticism?' that most disturbed the susceptibility of 
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the author, but he had seen attaeba upon himself, as 
he says in a letter some years later to Brevoort, " ou 
points independent of mere literaiy merit, and on points 
where," he adds, " I know myself to be free from 
fault. To me," he continiies, " it is always ten 
times more gratifying to be liked than to be admired ; 
and I confess to you, though I am a little too proud 
to confess it to the world, the idea that the kindness of 
my countrymen toward me was witliering, caused me 
for a long time the most dreary depression of spirits, 
and disheartened me from jnaking any literaiy exer- 
tions." 

It was unfortunate for the easily disheai-tened. 
author, that he was tempted, duiing this period of in- 
action of the pen, to seek other paths to independence 
for himself and Peter. The latter, on the 4th of March, 
after a term of suifering and confinement in their 
quartera at Paris, had soiight his sister's roof at Bir- 
miflgham, for quiet and relief from an obstinate malady, 
which was to cling to him with intermitting tenacity 
for tho remaining thirteen years of his life. " I am 
glad to hear the Baron [his brother-in-law, Van "Wart] 
is making arrangements for the shipments," writes 
Washington to him, May 14 ; "I feel confident that a 
few well managed operations of the kind will produce 
all that is neeessaiy to make you feel comfortable and 
independent," In the next letter, he informs him of his 
having made, under the sanguine representations of a 
Mend, an investment " in the Bolivar copper mine." 
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" I think it probable," ia his cheering language to 
Pctei", " I sball bold my shares as a permanent invest- 
ment, for if the anticipations of ■ ■■ - and arc but 

half realized, my fifty shares will give me a very pretty 
little EUDi annually." This letter concludes : " I have 
not changed ■ apartments, iior shall I for the present. 
I would rather see how our affairs turn out. If the 
ueta we have spread catch any fish," &c. Alas for 
the adventurous investments t which proved only a 
source of anxiety and loss. 

In August, Peter, now at Havre, was already 
suffering apprehensions of disappointment in regard 
to his " late shipments," and Washington, fearing to 
be straitened by the very means he had taken to oc- 
cupy the mind and cheer the spirit of his brother in his 
illness, was beginning to " feel power and coufidenee to 
write," and had made up his " mind to go to work." 
" I think we must manage to see the vintage at Bor- 
deaux," he writes to Peter, August 26, " though for 
the present I have given up the idea of my Spanish 
tour, and am determined not to nialie it until I have 
wielded the pen a little, and at least earned the cost 
of the expedition." 

On the 22d of September, the two brothers left 
Paris, and on the 30th reached Bordeaux, where, 
under the auspices of their hospitable friend, Mr. Gues- 
tier of Chateau Margaux, they saw the vintage. 

" I enjoyed my stay at Medoc," he aays in a letter to Mrs. 
Vor,. ir.— 1! (U) 
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Foster, " wliere I might be all day hy myself if I pleased in 
one wing of a great Frencli ciiateau, or galloping at rsindom 
about those vast heaths, called the Landes, which hs-i some- 
thing grand in their space and silence' 

I close tbe history of this year with a few extracts 
from bis diary ivhile in this city, ivhere lio I'eniaincd 
four months. 

October 31»(. — Dined at Mr Johnsons with the G leatiers 
— before dinner, Mr, Guestiei mentioned the content'* of a 
letter from Beasley from. London, containing the di-.a=troiis 
intelligeixGe of the failure of Samuel "Williams — pTi'ied a le-^t- 
less night — my mind haunted hy apprehensions oi p\ il [He 
feared that his own fortunes and the fortunes of relatives ■\\eie 
entangled in tliis calamity,] 

Nqv. l^i.— Tried to write this moining but tlie nevs of 
Mr. Williams' failure had incapacitated, rae — m evening tolerably 
tranquil in mind, though full of doubts. 

Nov. 2m.— In bed this morning thought oi a plan of a 
miscellany — talked over the name at breakfast with Peter — 
the plan developed in the progress of conversation — both felt 
cheered and animated by it — write late at night on Essays — 
go to bed after twelve — some time befoie I can get to sleep — 
make notes, &c. 

Nov. 25ih. — Awoke early — made notes for Essays — Mem.; 
last night dreamt of being in a large old house — found it giving 
way above — escaped and saw it falling to ruins — it took fire — 
thought all my property and especially my manuscripts were 
in it — rushed toward the house eselaiming I am now not worth 
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a sixpence — found one room of the house uninjured, and my 
brother, E. I., in it arranging papers, wiping books, &c. — told 
me tliat he had just managed to save everytliing that belonged 
to us by putting them into tliis one room that remained un- 
injured. 

This dream was doubtless occasioned by my letter to E. I. 
written yesterday, requesting him in case of difRculty to place 
my literary property, &c., in the hands of Brevoort, or J. T. I. 
[John T. Irving]. 

Nov. 2%th. — Awoke early — mind busy — made notes in 
memorandum book — after breakfast wrote at my Essay — naval 
remarks — walked out at three o'clock — called on Mr. Strobel 
and looked for lodgings — dined at (n6Ze-rf'AiJ(e~napped — went 
to Cafe — read newspapers — took coffee — returned home and 
wrote until past twelve o'clock — ever since I have resumed my 
pen, my spirits have revived and my mind is rising into tone. 

Nov. 21th. — Did not get asleep until near two — woke at 
four — made notes for American Essays — after hreakfest wrote 
a little. 

Nov. 28th.. — Write this morning at Essay on Manners- 
paid off bill at Hotel do Prance, and moved to lodgings No 
24 Eue Roland — second floor — two rooms at fifty francs p 
month. 

Nov. 23(/(.— Slept well last night — write at the American 
Essays. 

Nov. 3Qih. — Slept well — mind tranquil — write this morn- 
ing at Essay on treatment of strangers in America. 

Dec. 1st. — "Write a little at Essays — subject, national 
prejudices. 

Sec. 3d. — A night of broken sleep, tiiough not of uneasy 
thoughts — write at Essay? till one. 
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D c ^Ih — A ni^ht of hrokpn akep and uneasy thoughts — 
cliPT,mt Iwa« it Welle 1 i^lio isns making out an account — 
ner^oiis in the morning but excitahie — scribble 1 i little on 
Eosays — ouhject, theitres — made minutes foi Essay on effect 
of natural sceueiy on charvtei — sjet extremely excitPil— Mr 
Guffi!tiei came la and =.1.1 some litlle tthJp— found afteiuaids 
that I could not wnte 

Dec lOiJi — Full )f exLitement, and anxious to sketch ll.ssay 
on American scenerj but harassed by noises in the houses 
until I had to §i out m despair and urite lu Mr Gucstiei a 

Ds -^Uth —Chu'itmi':— Fir ■•f n e tne r^=t m 

deed e\er sini^e I ht\e lesumed mv pen my m nrt hi be n 
tranqml I sleep better and feel pleasanter 

Safurdaj/ Dee 6\&t — Write letters — walk out— fin rcfl 
V, either — all the woild buying honlons — dine 1 it home — 
ifterwirds walked out with Mr Johnstm, iccompanjmg him 
thiough Boutiques of iowiows-— e^eraag at Mrs Johnstons — 
pliy cheas — in the lught, mditary musi:, in the street — ser 
enading the commandant, who h\ es oppo'Jite So closes the 
J ear — tranquil in mind though doubtful of fortune and full of 
unceitaaties — a yen ^erj httlp of which I would w Ibngly Ine 
over agiin, though some paits have been toleiabh 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



TT was "during this period, while Imsjing liiniself on 
-*- tliese American Essays, none of which have ever 
appeared in print or been preserved, that he addressed 
the following letter to Mr. Alexander H. Everett, 
Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States at Mad- 
rid, -whom he had met in Paris in the summer of 1825. 

[To Alexander 11. EvmU?^ 

Cop.DSAff:!, Jan. IS, 18SQ. 
My TEAR SlE . 

."When writing to you a dny or two since I felt disposed to 
maliS a request, but a scruple of diffidence and delicacy witb- 
lield me. Perhaps I gave that sci-uple too great importance, 
so I will at once make my request, and if there is the least 
difficulty or objection to complying with it, do not hesitate 
frankly to say so. You mentioned last summer that should 
you come to Spain, you would attach me to the embassy, by 
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way of a protection. Now being so near Spain, nnd having a 
atrong inclination to visit it, I may be indiici-'d to do so in the 
course of the spring, should circumataticea permit. This -will 
depend entirely upon letters which I am waiting here to re- 
ceive, and which will determine my movements. Could I 
come into Spain at once I would do ko, but it is out of my 
power. As I may eater Spain by the Mediterranean Sea, and 
make a tout before visiting Madrid, it would be perhaps an ad- 
vantage and protection to me in the present state of the coun- 
try, to be able at any time to announce myself as attached to 
Ike embassy. May I therefore consider myself as an attache, 
and can I be. so attached while at a distance, and before coming 
to Madrid. I am quite ignorant whether there are any forms 
necessary, or whether it does not rest with the minister by his 
mere word, expressed or written, to attach whom he pleases to 
his mission. At any rate, as this is a mere matter of travelling 
accommodation, I do not wish any trouble to be taken about it, 
nor that it should cause any departure from common usage and 
etiquette. So, as I said before, if Uiere is tlie least shadow of 
objection, do not hesitate to say so, and there let the matter 
end. "With kind remembrances to Mrs. Everett and your 
niece, I am, my dear Sir, 

Very truly your friend, 

"WASHixGroN Irtikg. 

Ill the interval between the date of this letter and 
that whidi is to succeed, his diaiy gives the following 
insight into iiis literary occupation. 

January Vlth. — Wrote comparison of pntriot and dema- 
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Monday, January l^i/t.-^Ue touched and altered story of 
French Emigre. 

Thursday, Jamuary 19(7(.-— "Wrote all tlie morning at Essay 
on American Rural Life. 

January 20(A. — Wrote all day at Essay on Union. 

2\si. — Finished Essay on Union. 

22d. — Wrote at Essay oa Public Prosperity. 

2'id. — Continued Essay on Public Prosperity. 

24(;(.— Wrote a little at Probity of Dealings, but was fid- 
gety and could not get on. 

2bth. — Finished Essay on Probity. 

26th. — ^Wrote at Essay on National Character — made but 
little progress. 

"ilth. — Teased myself all the morning trying to write on 
Naval Essay — got out of all mood and went out. 

28^i. — Tried to write on Essays, hut gave up in despair. 

29(/(. — Wrote all day at Essay on Navy, and iinislied it at 
five oclock. 

Monday, 30(7i. — Added some passages to Essay on Navy — 
received letter from Mr. Everett, attaching me to embassy at 
Madrid, enclosing passport^ and proposing my translating voy- 
age of Columbus. 

31s(.— Wrote letter to Mr. Everett — re-wrote part of 
Essay on Education of Youth. 

The letter of Sir. Everett, proposed a translation of 
Navan-ete's Voyages of Columbus, wliieh were about 
to appear, and suggested the probability of his receiv- 
ing £1,500 or £1,000 for it. It found him, as we see, 
engaged upon another literary theme, which lie did 
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not propose to abandon in embracing this, though such 
was the result. The allusion to Murray at the close of 
the letter I now give, will be undei'stood when the 
reader is infonned that Mtin-ay was about setting up 
a newspaper, for which, as Mr. li'ving was informed by 
one of Ills correspondents, he had already deposited 
£40,000 in the Bank of England. 

[To Alexander JI. Evei-eU, U. S- Mimsier at Madrid.'] 

My bear Sir : 

I feel very much 
Tjeeii so prompt in. f na; b an h g ifi d 

in lieing attached to a g a a y ud d 

filled. I must return my auk f y "Ui 

dertaking you have sugg don T ydaf 

animates me ; it is ju h kmd f en p ym n I d w 

at present for my spa e 1 on s I wjU hank y 
secure it for me. la nmday Lndn a 

propositions made to Mu and, n d 

them, to some othe n n p hst I d ub -vi I 

shall be able to get as n a y u upp o ns n 

as there is always aanf mp nadpic b e 
that as it may, there is something in the job itself that interests 
and pleases me, and will assist to compensate me for my trouble. 
I feel the more emboldened to take hold of the thing from my 
brother's having promised to aaaiat me in it, so as to enable me 
to execute it speedily aud yet not negligently, and at the same 
time without suffering it to interfere entirely with other pur- 
suits. My brother is but slightly acquainted witii the Spanisli 
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language, sufSciently, liowever, to render me great service oc- 
casionally, and he will improve in the language if he exercises 
it. We stall leave this for Madrid as soon as possible, and 
shall come ou by diligence. 

* * * You will perceive by the papers the failure of 
Constable and Co. at Edinburgh, and Hurst, Eobifison, and 
Co. at London. These are severe shocks in the trading world 
of literature. Pray Heaven Murray may stand unmoved and 
not go into the Gazette, instead of jjublishiiig one. 

The invocation with which this letter concludes, 
■was well-nigh prophetic. A year later, Hurray ex- 
plains some remissness to Mr. Irving as follows : 

" One cause of my not wnting to yon during one 

whole year was my " entanglement," as Lady G 

says, with a newspaper, which ahsorbed my money, 
and distracted and depressed my mind ; hut I have cut 
the knot of evil, which I could not remedy, and am 
now, " by the blessing of God," again returned to 
" reason and tlie shop." 

Three days after the date of this letter to Mr. 
Everett, Mr. Irving finished the Essay on the Educa- 
tion of Youth, on which he was engaged at the time, 
and which, like the others recorded in his diary, was 
" water split upon the ground," and the next day he 
writes as follows : 

[To C. R. Leslie.] 
Mt i)eab Leslie ; 

* * * There is a very interesting work printing at 
Madrid, "The Voyage of Columbus," compiled from liis papers 

Vol. it.— 11* 
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by the famous Bishop Las Casas, and in part composed of esi- 
tracts from Columbus's journal. It is in Spanish, and I have 
undertaken to translate it into English ; Mr, Everett, our min- 
ister at Madrid, having secured it for me. I wish yon to make 
aji arrangement with Murray at once for the purchase of the 
translation, or, if he will not hny it, with Longman or Colbnm. 
I am told it will make about two octavo volumes. Mr, Everett 
thinks I ought to get fifteen hundred or a thoiisand guineas for 
it, I shall be content with the last sum. I sliould have writ- 
ten to Murray on the subject, but I have had such repeated 
instances of his inattention to letters, and have been put so 
much back thereby, that I won't trust to correspondence any 
more, either with hira or any other bookseller. As tlie case 
admits of no delay, I wish you to see Mm at once. You. had 
better drop him a line, letting him know you have a literary 
proposition to make on my part, and requesting him to appoint 
an hour when you can find him at home, Wliichever lookseller 
you make an arrangement witk, get Mm to announce the work at 
once 09 preparing for piMieation hy me. Let me hear from you 
as soon as possible ; direct to me, " Legation des Etats Unis 
d'Am^riqtie, a Madrid." I set off for. Madrid in the course of 
three or four days. My brother accompanies me. Mr. Ever- 
ett has attached me to the Legation, which will be of service 
to me in traveJhng and residing in Spain. I am sorry to in- 
flict suck a job upon you, but the case is urgent-, and so are my 
necessities. If I can be of any use to yon in Spain in return, 
either in finding you a part of Don Quixote's armor, or the 
very helmet of Mambrlno, command me. 

To this Leslie replies : 
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J.mm GnOVK, Feb. 23, 1629. 

My deak InviNG : 

A week elapsed after I receiveJ your letter before 1 could 
obtain a-sigiit of Murray, althoiigli I called on Mm and left a 
note requesting him to let me know when I might. He says 
it is impossible for liim to judge of the value of Columljus'a 
Voyage until he sees it. It might be very interesting or it 
might be very dry ; he, therefore, cannot make any arrange- 
ment until it is done, and that you alone can be the only judge 
at present whether or not it ia worth doing. He had told Mr, 
Eogers (whom I saw a day or two since) that you had written 
to him on the subject, and Rogers said to me he thought it 
would be more advisable for you not to make any bargain 
until you had done it ; as you would then stand a better chance. 
In consequence of this opinion, I think I had better not apply 
to any of the other booksellers until I hear from you again ; 
and the truth is, they are all just now in so great a panic, occa- 
sioned by the recent iailiires here, tliat it is no time to get 
them to undertake anything. Murray says he does not know 
whom to trust among them. He would gladly, he says, re- 
ceive anything from you of original matter, which he consid- 
ers certain of success, whatever it might be ; but with regard 
to The Voyage of Columbus, he cannot form any opinion at 
present. Let me know as soon as possible what I am to do 
farther for you in this business, and it shall lie done without a 
moment's delay. 

Eight days before the date of this letter Mr. Irving 
had reached Madrid, and two days after hia arrival he 
had hired apartments under the roof of the American 
consul, O. Kich, Esq., to use the language of his pref- 
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ace to Columbus, " one of the most indefatigable tib- 
liograpbers in Europe, who, for several years, bad 
made particular researches after every document rela- 
tive to the early history of America. In his extensive 
and curious library," continues the preface, -' I found 
one of the best collections extant of Spanish colonial 
history, containing many documents for which I might 
search elsewhere in vain." Such was his situation 
when, soon after his arrival, the publication of M. Na- 
vari'cte made its appearance, which he found, to quote 
again his own words, " to contain many documents 
hitherto unknown, which threw additional light on the 
discovery of the New World ; " but " the whole " pre- 
senting " rather a mass of rich materials for history 
than a history itself. And, invaluable as such stores " 
might be " to the laborious inquirer," the sight of 
" disconnected papers and official documents " had the 
effect to make him hesitate in his intended translation ; 
and on the 25th of the following month, I find 
by his note-book that he had abandoned the idea, and 
was already engaged in mailing reseai'ches, examining 
manuscripts, and taking notes for a regular Life, which 
he trusted would he more acceptable to others, as it 
was undoubtedly a more satisfactory occupation to 
himself. 

From this date until the 1st of September, laying 
aside his " American Essays," which he never resumed, 
he labored unremittingly at his t^k, with the exception 
of an excursion of a few days in August to Segovia. 
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Sometimes lie would write all day and until twelve at 
niglit ; in one instance bis not«-boob shows him to have 
wi-itten from five in the moiiiiug until eight at flight, 
stopping only for meals. 

It was during this interval of intense literary activ- 
ity that, in passing through Madrid in a youthful tour 
in Europe, the writer of the present memoir came un- 
expectedly upon Mr. Irving, whom he had supposed to 
be still in France. I found him in the midst of hooks 
and manuscripts, fuU of the subject on which he was 
engaged, and in excellent spirits, though once, in a 
long walk which we took together on the Prado, he ad- 
verted with deep feeling to the cloiid which had been 
thrown over him by the persevering malignity with 
which all sort of disagreeable tilings had been forward- 
ed to him from America by some secret enemy. He 
felt this the more keenly, perhaps, from the total ab- 
sence of everything of the kind in his o^vn nature. 
He could not, I am satisfied, have harbored malice 
toward his worst enemy. Alluding to this inexplicable 
persecution, one of his coiTespondents remarks : " Even 
you have enemies, and who then can escape ? " 

My stay in Madrid was sliort, as I had already 
passed some time in other parts of Spain, and was now 
on my way to Paris, On the ninth of August, six 
weeks after I parted with Mr. Irving, it appears by 
his note-book that his attention was diverted to the 
Conquest of Granada, at which he commenced at once, 
and on which he worked incessantly, with the excep- 
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tion of an excursion of four daje to the Escurial in Oc- 
tober, until the ISth of November, when, having com- 
pleted a rough sketch of the work, he threw it aside to 
resume his Colimibus ; and on the 22d of December he 
wrote to Murray, informing him, rather prematurely, 
as the sequel shows, of the work being nearly ready 
for the press. 

Six weeks previous to this date, Lieutenant Alexan- 
der Slidell (afterwards Mackenzie), of the United States 
Navy, arrived in Madrid, and during his stay furnished 
for the appendix of Mr. Irving's work what the author 
styli^, in the revised edition of 1850, " the very mas- 
terly paper on the route of Columbus." It was after 
his departure from Madrid that he met with t]ie rob- 
bery, of which lie gives such a gi'aphie account in his 
Year in Spain, an interesting work, of which Mr. 
Irving wrote a review for the London Quarterly in 
1S31. 

Tlie record of December 30 in tlie author's note- 
book is as follows: "All day at Columbus," and the 
closing record of the year is : 

Columbus — gu out — return home and write a little, but 
sleepy and go to bed — and so ends the year 1S26, which lias 
been a year of tlie hardest application and toil of the pen I 
ha^t 'ver passed. I feel more satisfied, however, with the 
manner m which I have passed it than 1 have been with that 
of manv gayer years, and close this year of my life in better 
kum r w th myself than I have often done. 
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CHAPTER XV. 



r I iHE labors of tlie author on Columbua were by no 
-^ means so neai- their completion as lie had sup- 
posed when he wrote to Mnrray. A few extracts from 
his letters to myself, to whom he was thinking of com- 
mitting the superintendence of its publication in Lon- 
don, when he supposed he was finishing his task, will 
serve to throw light on this portion of his literary his- 
tory : 

[r/i> Pierre Munro Irving^ 

January 18th, 1827. * * * I had hoped by tliis time 
to have had Columbus ready for tlie press, but there are points 
continually rising to be inquired into and discussed, ■which cause 
delay ; and I played traant to my main work for two or three 
months and rambled into another, which is all sketched out in 
the rough, so that -Columbus has yet to receive the finishing 
touches. I received a letter from Murray the day before yes- 
terday on the subject of Columbus. He is e 
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to receive it as soon as possible, that he may put it immediately 
to press. I liave felt very much worried and perplexed how 
to manage, as I should have to get the work copied here to 
send out to America, and tliat would cause great delay. Your 
letter from Paris has arrived in the very critical moment to pat 
me at my ease ; I must get you to Buperinteiid the publication 
of my work in London, correcting the proofeiieets, &c. As 
you will he ahle to decipher my handwriting, and from your 
knowledge of languages will be able to see the quotations in 
Spanish, Italian, &c., are printed correctly, I need not lose time 
in getting it copied here. You will send out proofsheets to 
E. Irving as fast as they are printed, for the work to be re- 
printed in America. Thus you see you will really be of vast 
service to me, and the task I impose on you will give you a 
curious peep into some departments of htei-aiy life in London. 
* * ** This arrangement will enable me to forward my 
work by piecemeal as I get it ready, and will greatly expedite 
its publication, while it will make me fee! easy as to the man- 
ner in which t w 11 be brought out n Londo wl hi 1 o Id 
not have done lal I con ratted t to tl e je ntenlenceof 
strangers. It I! [ robably be a nonth j et hefo ell e any 
of it ready to for varl a d as the e a e always p eparat ons to 
be made witl pr ters Lc I th nlc tl at there s likel I ood 
of its going to press unt 1 t, me t me n Ma oh f so o n I 
will write tt ou a^a I oweve si orOy and v i j o t to 
leave Paris until you hear fiom me. 

MiEtiiD, Ftb, 22, IKI. 
■" * In my last I wisJied you to attend to the correcting 
of the preofsheets of my work on Columbus while printing in 
England, and e.fpected by this time to have had a considerable 
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]artoit!eini scupt m tii9 ji ntet hands I 1 ave been d s 
aj.p mtcl 1 liaie been obliged to ■wilt for i, aghtof docu 
ments ind tbcn t) makt c us d r W alterat on= Iflnd the 
fiiiisliii g off of a ■work of tl e kind imtlving "o manj point? 
fore gn to mj uiuil com e of r ad ug and purs uts, lequ res 
time and care and above 1 1 I hnd it ueTt to in po'Sible to 
proc ire copieri i tk 'i place I have been foi foui or £i c 
WLPks pabt pndea^oiiig to get n anuicript tjpptl ind J fiye 
not J et succeeded m gett ng twentj page" This dplaj is e\ 
tremely nl =ome to me as I viih to get the i orl offof iiy 
hands and leal e Madrid, and mdeei to make a lapil toui inl 
leave Spain as soon as possible. 

"VVlule these obstacles occiir to delay the forwarding my 
manuscript to England, I do not wisli, in case you should have 
received my previous letter, U> interfere with any of your trav- 
elUng plans. Follow your own inclinations. Let me hear 
from you, where you are and what are your plans, and if I can 
get my work copied and sent off soon, I may yet require yonr 
aid while in England ; but tiiat must depend entirely upon 
your movements and convenience, « * * 

I Jiave been working very hard at the History of Colum- 
bus, and have bad to re-write many parts that I liad thought 
finisbed, ill consequence of procuring better sources of informa- 
tion, which threw new light upon various points. It is a kind 
of work that will not hear hurrying; many questions have 
been started connected with it which have been perplexed by 
tedious controversies, and which must all he looked into. I 
had no idea of what a complete labyrinth 1 ha,d entangled my- 
self in when I took hold of the work. 
Vol. 11.— (IT) 
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In a eufasequent letter, March 20tli, lie gives up all 
idea of forwarding the manuscript to mo : 

I have repeatedly [he says] made efforts to hurry forward, 
hut have every time lost ground by making en'ora or omis- 
sions, wHch obliged me afterwards to go over the same ground 
again. * * I have now got a copying machine, and will 
be able to strike off copies of the remainder of xny work as fast 
as I mate corrected transcripts of the chapters. Still I find 
time nms away iasensibly, and week slips after week without 
my bringing my labors to a close. 

It was at a period when he ha.d given up all 
thoughts of expediting the publication of his Life of 
Columbus tliat Mr. Irving addressed the following let- 
ter to Brevoort, from whom he had just heard in ex- 
planation of a long and to him linaceonntable silence. 
Ihe American reader may be interested in its mention 
of Cooper, Halleek, Bryant, and Paidding— names, all 
but the last, which had grown into fame since he left 
his native land : 

My DiiAii Bhevooet : 

Your letter of the 1st January was one of the most accept- 
able that I ever received. * * * The letter you sent to 
me to the care of Mr. "Welles never reached me, and for up- 
wards of two years T had no reply to tlie letters and messages 
wbicli T sent you. * * "' 

Various circumstances had contributed to render my mind 
morbid and susceptible on this point [Brevoort's long silence] ; 
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and I mu'it LDTifcsB tint fir a timi, 1 g it t j raiuh c n--e 
quence to the atlacks I tnd seen upon nijatlFiii tlie piew, uiid 
to anonymoua kttera wlucli I received from some m ilevolent 
person seeking to persuade me that I wai 111 i mairaei List 
off by my countij men I am conscious that my long ahbence 
from Siome h-ia ^ubjeetpd me to unfavotahle lepresentationa, 
and has been u'Jed to mj di^adi antage A man, hoivever, must 
have firmness enough to pursue his plans when justified by his 
own conscience, without being diverted from them by the idle 
atirmises and misconceptions of ollieis If my chaiactei and 
conduct are worth mqmimg into, they \(il! ultimately be uudei 
stood and apprecl^tpd accordmg to their ments , nor can anj 
thing I could Biy or do m contradiction place them an loti 
above or faelow tliLir real standard With the world, theie 
fore, let these matters take their course, I shall not comt it 
nor rail at it , but with cheri'^hed fiiends like youiaelf, my A'lr 
Brevoort, the pretsnt feelmg 13 all importdnt to mo Do not 
let yourself be persuaded, therefore, that time 01 distance ha"" 
estranged me m thought 01 feeling from my native countn , my 
native place, or the friendi of my jouth The fact 1% that the 
longer I lemaii from home the gipater charm it has 111 mj 
eyes, and all the coloring that the imagination once gave to 
distant Europe now gathers about the SLenps of my natne 
country. I look torward to my retwin as to tte only t\ent of 
any very desirable kind that maj yet be m store for me I do 
not know whether it is the case with othei wanderers, but w ith 
me, the various shifting scenes through which I have passed in 
Europe have pushed each other out of place successively and 
alternately faded away from my mind, while the scenes and 
friends of my youth alone remain fixed in my memory and my 
s with tlieir original strengtii and freshness. Had cir- 
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oTirastaiice!, gone with me a I it one time anticipated, I should 
befjii tliii ha\e returned home hut I have been disappointed 
and deli^ed, and disheaitened I have suffered my pen for a 
time to he idlp diatrusting botl myself and thp woild About 
eighteen months "met I w ts aroused from a stite of morbid 
apathy hj the failure of Mr William and the ippiehen&ioa 
that I should be involved in the dlatreai.e'^ of the 1i nes I 
again took up my pen though with a reluctant h'md but t}ie 
exercise of it gradually brought me mto a moie ht-ilthfal t nr 
of spirits. Since my arriiil n Spun (about fifteen months 
sijice), I have princ pally been emploved on. my Lite ol Colum 
bus, in executing wl ich 1 1 a^ p studied a iJ liljr rr d with a pa 
tience and assiduity f jr which I "Inll never get the credit I 
am now advancing toward the conclusion of my work. How 
it will please the public I cannot anticipate, I have lost confi- 
dence in the favorable disposition of my countrymen, and look 
forward to cold scrutiny and stern criticism, and tliis is a line 
ofwrifmg in which I have not hitlierto ascertained my own 
powers. Coiild I afford it, I should like to write and to lay 
my writings aside when finBhed. There is (in independent de- 
light in study and in the creative exercise of the pen ; we live 
in a world of dreams, but puljlication lets in the noisy rabble 
of the world, and there is an end to our dreaming, * * * 

Sin e ny rival in Spain, I have been completely im- 
m d n H Spanisli literature. My residence under tlie roof 
f M R 1 tl American consul, lias been particularly favor- 
hi t m J u uits ; he is a diligent collector of rare works, 
and 3 a tl e t valuable works in print and manuscript of 
tl e Sj an h t rs. * * 

I 1 fl Pa 1 considerable time before the arrival of Mr. 
O p a ] et extremely that I missed him. I have a 
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great desire to make his acquaintance, for I am delighted with 
his novels ; at least with those wHcli I have read. Hia Mohe- 
gans, which I am told is his best, I have yet to read. His 
naval scenes and characters in the Pilot are admirable. I am 
fond of the sea, and have seen a little of nautical life, and am 
therefore more able to appreciate them. I have been chai-med, 
likewise, with what I have seen of the writings of Bryant and 
Halleck. Are you acquainted with them ? I should like to 
know Eoinetiimg about them personally ; their vein of thinking 
is quite above that of ordinary men and ordinary poets, and 
they are masters of the magic of poetical language. 

I have not heard for some time past from Paulding. His 
last letters were full of kind feeling and interesting anecdotes; 
I am too glad to find that he is settled in the old homestead of 
the Kemble family, that scene of so many happy hours. As to 
his retired mode of life, I fancy it is the happiest when a man 
has a family for his world, books at his elbow and his pen as 
an amusement. I have not seen two or three of his late publi- 
cations. All of, those that I have met with bear Ms usual 
stamp of originality, his vein of curious and beautiful thought, 
Ms turns of picturesque language, mingled with the faults that 
arise from hasty and negligent composition. Early habit and 
associations have given a charm to his writings in my eyes ; I 
always find in them passages that strike on some chord of old 
I'emembrance. * «* * 

P. S. I have written much of this letter in an open and 
garrulous vein about my private feelings. I trust you will re- 
ceive it with indulgence, and show it to no one. I never had 
any reserve with you and I write 1o you as I used to talk, 
without caring to disguise any error or weakness. 
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In one of the last letters wliieh Mr. Irving had re- 
ceived from liis old friend and fellow laborer, Paulding, 
after mentioning the death of hia fatiier-in-law, Mr. 
Kenibie, and his transfer from Washington to the city 
of New York, with the appointment of Jifavj Agent, 
writes : " In the division of the estate, the old honso 
which we have so often haunted in Whitehall street 
has lallen to my share. Here I have set up my tent, 
and, if living in a great house constitutes a great man, 
after the fashion of New York, a great man am I, at 
your service." 

It appears by his note-book that Mr. Irving contin- 
ued to labor at Colnmbus with little or no intermission 
up to the close of July, when he addressed the follow- 
ing letter to Murray, wliicli I give from a copy retained 
among his papers : 





[To John Aiurray.] 


- ])EA- 


llAmro, July S3, 1321 
sSm: 


11 


1 1 gtl 1 ded my H t ry f C 1 b 



I t mtLdntnk m mtf t,pb 

h t d t m ght b 1 t t t s, t ii 1 

t II t n. tt d p t f tl m pt t J 

fdClApwilAm n ItLi^ hwU 

til m tt -w tl y jny n II t 

m 1 ftl Mb I uld nt t ntnd p th 1 ty 
of an English courier. The rest i^ ill be forw arde J by the first 
opportunity. The first volume will end -wiiii the last chapter 
of the tentli book, forming seven hundred and lifty-six manu- 
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script pages besides i pieface of a fen pages The second i nl 
ume may [ ossil Ij bo a I tie hrgci co itiu mg 1 elides thn vp 
mammg eiglit booki a number of illustrations wii ch I have 
endeai ored to make as mteiestmg and enteit'iining as poss ble 
and a few impoitint documents The latter eigl t look con 
tarn tlie third voyage of Coli m' u=! the troubles of 1 im^s If ■in 1 
his brothers in tlie inland of Hi'^pamol^ witli the natnes ai ! 
the rebels 1ik being sent to Spam iii cl a ns h s fjurth ^(j 
age, in tlie course of which I have brought forward many par- 
ticulai's of his smgulai and disastrous Toyage along the coast 
of Veragaaa or Isthmus of Panama ; the transactions m the 
island of Jamaica, wlieie he lived for a year m the wrecks of 
his stranded ships, &c, &c, eo that the latter part of the work 
is full of incident and interest. I have woven into my work 
many curious particulars not hitherto known concerning Colum- 
bus, and I think I have thrown light upon some parts of his 
character which have not been brought out by liis former biog- 
raphers. I have labored hard to make the work complete 
and accurate as to all the information extant relative to the 
subject, while I have sought to execute it in such a manner as 
would render it agreeable to the general reader. Considering 
its magnitude and tl t I 1 1 t m I houlJ not be will 

ing to part with th j. j ght d th thousand guineas 
As I mentioned in n f my 1 tt 1 r, I am willing to 

publish it on shares Tl n 1 f d as I once undei- 

stood from Sir "Walt St, t ^ I it the number of 

copies in an edition, and the retail price to be placed upon them ; 
to multiply the number of copies by the price of each, and 
divide the gross amount by six. For this sixth part, the pub- 
lisher to give his notes to the author. If this meets with your 
approbation, all the incidental arrangements can be made with 
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Col. AEpinwall. I should like, however, to have au advance 
of two or tliree hundred guineas oa the work as a matter of 
private accommodation, my funds being all in America, from 
whence I find botli loss and trouble in procuring them. 

Should you undertake the present work, the sooner it is 
put to press the tetter, as I have other writings in preparation 
which I skould soon be able to furnish. I hope you will let 
me hear from you as soon as possible. 

With kindest remembrances to Mrs. Murray and the family, 
I am, my dear Sir, 

Very truly your friend, 

"Washington Ikvjng. 

[To John Murroy.} 

MiORiD, August mi, 1827. 

Mt dear Sir: 

I send you the residue of the manuscript of tlie main body 
of my history. The first volume will end with tlie last 
chapter of Book 10. By the nest opportunity wliicb presents, 
I will send you the illustrations, which will make between one 
and two hundred pages, and the documents, wliieli will com- 
plete tlie volume and will probably make it a little larger than 
the fir.st. The illustrations are to bo printed in the same type 
with the body of the work. The documents may be printed 
smaller. I am waiting with great anziety to hear from you. 
Any corrections or alterations that may be suggested in ray 
work, by competent persons, if transmitted to me by post, 1 
shall be able immediately to attend to, as I retain a copy of 
the work to serve in case of accidents. 

I am unable to find any satisfactory portr.iit of Columbus. 
All that I see n.re either portraits of his son, Don Diego, or 
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vary essentially from the description given of his coimtenan.ce. 
I shall send a chart by the nest opportunity, on which his route 
in his first voyage is marked ; Navarrete has given him a 
different landing place in the new world from that hitherto 
nasigned, but I ara in favor of the old landing place, and I trust 
I sliall give satisfiictory reasons for the opinion. 

With kindest regards to Mrs. Murray and the rest of your 
family, 1 am my dfiar Sir, 

Very ftuthfully youi:-, 

Washington Irvtng. 

I close the history of tliis yeai' witli a foiv extracts 
from the author's note-book, beginning with the day 
succeeding the date of the foregoing letter. 

Aug\ist 2Qth. — At American copy of Columbus. 
2211. — Dine witli Smith [John Adams Smith, the American 
Secretary of Legation] and Longfellow, 

This was Henry W, Longfellow, the now eelel^rated 
American poet, then a youth of twenty-one, who had 
received the offer of a professorahip of modem lan- 
guages in BowdoJn College, Maine, for which he was 
preparing himself by a residence in the different capi- 
tals in Europe. I had parted with him at Paris eariy 
in the year. His sojourn in Madrid had commenced 
witli the 6tli of March ; Mr. Irving, in a letter to me 
of the 8th, having this mention of him : '^ Mr. Longfel- 
low arrived safe and cheerily the day before yesterday, 
having met with no robbers." I cannot refrain from 
Vol. 11.-12 
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giving here tlie poet's own beautiful allusion to tliis 
meeting with Mr. Irving in Spain. In an address 
before the Massachusetts Historical Society, on occasion 
of tlie author's decease, after alluding to his early ad- 
miration of the Sketch Bool<, published when he was a 
school boy, he says : 

Many years aft -w I I h 1 tl jl f t ^ M 

Irving in Spam, df dtl th hmlldl 1 

repeated in the m Th sa pi i f 1 1 tl m 

touches of sentime tth mpt tmph dht 

I admired still mor th t h f 11 1 1 y j aJ nay 

of all that mean a fim hi tht gn 

to another as so much taken from one's self — 

" And trembling, hears in every breeze. 
The laurels of Miltiades." 

At this time Mr. Irving was at Madrid, engaged upon his 
Life of Columhus ; and if the work itself did not bear ample 
testimony to his zealous and conscientioiia labor, I could do so 
from personal observation. He seemed to he always at work. 
" Sit down," he would say, " I will talk %vith. you in a moment, 
but I must first fiaish this sentence.'' 

One summer morning, passing his house at the early hour 
of six, I saw his study wmdow already wide open. On my 
mentioning it to him afterwards, he said : " Yes, I am always 
at my work as early as six." Since then, I have often remem- 
bered that sunny morning and that open window, so suggestive 
of hia sunny ^temperament and his open heart, and equally so of 
his patient and persistent toil ; and have recalled those striking 
words of Dante : 
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" Se™endo in piuma. 
In fama ncii si vicii, nb aitto coltre; 

Seoza h, qutil, cbi sua. vita consmna, 
Colal Testi^D in terra, di se lascia 

Qu!il fummo in aere ed in. acqua la Bcljiuma. 

" Seated upon down, 
Or iti bis bed, man cometh. not Co fame ; 

Withoulen wbich, whoso his life consumes, 
Sueh vestjge of bimself oa earth shall leave 

As amolte in air and in the water foam." 

I return to tlie diary ; 

August 30ih. — "Write letters of introduction for Mr. Long- 
fellow, to Eumigny, Bottiger, Lowensteiii, Sir Walter Scott, 
Mr. Philips, Sotlieby. 

September 8th. — All day writing at Don Rodericlt, and till 
eleven at night. 

17/A.— King's Library — memorandums about Fernando 
Gonzalez — evening at Mr. D'Oubril's — [the Eussiaii Minister, at 
whose house he became very intimate]. 

19(A. — King's Library all the morning — eTeiiIng at Mr. 
Rich's — paid $30 for copying. 

27tk. — At Jesuit's Library — Mem. for Oid — at niglit 
Amerigo Vespucci. 

30iA, — Abderahman — evening at Mr. Rich's. 

October ls(.— Received letter from Longfellow — write at 
Abderahman. 

5(A. — Librarj' — Jesuits'' — Cid—evening at Mr, D'Oubril's 
— first lesson. 

&th. — King's Library — Cid — receive letter from Col. As- 
pinwall, informing me of his arrangement with Murray for 
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History of Colmnbijs — 3,000 gnineas — [that is — Murray elected 
to pay the 3,000 guineas rather than publiijh on shares]. 

Aspinwall writes : " Murray says of the worli, it is 
beautiful, beautiful — the best thing he has evei- writ- 
ten ; " and informs his coiTespondent that the terms 
upon which he had aonduded to become the purchaser 
of the copyright were as follows : 



£300 down. 
450 in not!! at 6 n 
400 " 9 



nths from January 1, 1828. 



£,3,150. 

The periods of payment were protracted to a year be- 
yond the period witliin which the payments for his for- 
mer works were made, hie wish being to regulate his 
payments in some measiire according to the prospect 
of reimbursement from ealea. 

iNewton writes to him from London the same day, 
October 8, in a letter received on the 22d : 

I hope you are satisfied with the pecuniaiy arrangement 
the eolonel has made ; he seems to have been very wary, and 
to have gained great credit with Murray as a sharp bargainer, 
who, on the other hand, is delighted with his bargain, so much 
so as to malre the sincerity of his encomiums on the worthy 
colonel's shrewdness doubtful. You will he glad to hear that 
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Southey, to whom the manuscript was first shown, pronoiinced 
the most unqiialified praise of it, both as to matter and man- 
ner ; there seems to he no doubt, from what I hear, that this 
work will greatly raise your same ia literature. 

I resume iny extracts from the author's note-book : 

Octohm- 10(7i.— King's Library— Cid— afternoon Wilkie, 
the painter calls on me — just arrived— visit him with. Peter in 
the evening — afterward go to D'Oubril'a. 

Thursday Wth, — Morning go to Museum with Mr. Willcie 
— Peter and Dolgorouki [Prince Deroetri Ivanovitch Dol- 
gorouki, attached to.tlie Russian Embassy]. 

Swnday liih. — Dine at Mr. Bosanquet's — Britisli charg^ 
d'affaires — present Lord Mahon [the historian], son of Earl of 
Stanhope, and his brother Hon. Mr. Stanhope — Mr. Wilkie, 
Prince Dolgorouki — evening at Mr. D'Oubi'il'a with Willfic — 
pass evening with the children. 

Monday 15lh. — Write to Murray, sending corrections til 
MSS. — Go to Bull light with Wilkie and Peter — evening at 
WilMe'a. 

Friday I'dth. — At seven o'clock in the morning set off in 
Diligence with Peter for Escurial — ^in company with Lord 
Mahon, and his brother Mr. Stanhope, of the British Legation 
— arrived at Escurial at half past eleven, and put up at Fleur 
de Lys, where we found Wilkie — Prince Dolgoroulti of the 
Enssian legation, joined us in the course of the day, having 
come too late for the dihgence and followed in a calesin — 
visited the church, vault, &c. — Anniversary of the death of 
Queen Blargaret — cofEn with crown and pall, &c., in the centre 
of the chapel — in the evening the" Infanta, wife of Don Carlos, 
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goes down, into the I'antlieon which ia illuminated — meet 
Marquis of wlio introduces me to the prior, a fat, pleasant- 
faced man — get permission for WOkio to go all over the Es- 
curial at all times. 

Thursday 25;A.— Leave Madrid at seven o'clock with Lord 
MahoH, Mr. Wilkie, and Peter, for Toledo — in a coach ■with 
tdz mules — arrive at Aranjuez at two o'clock — seven leagues — 
put up at Posada of Andalusia — visit Palace, Gardens, &c. 

October 2&th. — Leave Aranjuea at seven o'clock — * * 
arrive, at Toledo at two o'clock — seven leagues. 

October 2'Jih. — Visit various pails of town — church and 
convent of Capuchins — * * see young monk confessing to 
old one — ^Wilkie much sti-uck with it. 

[This visit to Toledo, in tlie illustrations to the Le- 
gend of Don Roderick, is erroneously stated to have 
been in 1826.] 

In the latter part of this yeai', Mr. Irving wonld 
seem from, his memorandnm hook to have been engaged 
in taking notes for a suite of works he had projected, 
illustrative of the domination of the Arabs in Spain, 
and also for a Conquest of Mexico, a theme upon which 
he had been brooding, but which was destined to em- 
ploy the pen of another gifted American. 

December 30, 21, 33, 23, 24, the record is : " His- 
tory of the Koors and Montezuma." The last record 
of the year is as follows : 

Monday, Dec. 31si. — Almanaor — call at Mr. Roberts and get 
$100 — evening at Mr. D'Oubril's till near twelve o'clock — 
return home about twelve. 
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So ends the year 1827 — tranquilly — It lias been a year of 
labor, but much more comfortable than most I have passed in 
Europe, and. leaves me In a. state of moderate hope as to the 
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rni T T T Me 

Antoinette BoUiilei, which aie to follow m thib 
and one or two succeeding chapters, and which give 
some interesting glimpses of tlie aiithor's sojoiira in 
Spain, have been collected since his death. Prince Dol- 
gorouki, at the date of these letters, wae a yoimg at- 
iaehe of the Eiissian legation at Madrid, and Mademoi- 
selle Bolviller, a niece of Madame D'Onbril, foiined an 
intelligent and cherished inmate of the domestic circle 
of Mr. D'Onbril, the Russian minister, whose house be- 
came a frequent and favorite resort of Mr, Irving dur- 
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ing his prolonged etay in tlie Spanish capital. The let- 
ters to the latter were procured two years since through 
the agency of a niece of tlie author travelling in Eu- 
rope. The lady to whom they were addressed, and 
who kindly furnished the copies, was then about retir- 
ing for life to the seclusion of an Italian convent. Tor 
those of Piince Dolgoroubi, who had withdrawn from 
diplomatic life, and whose present residence was un- 
known to nie, I am indebted to the friendly interven- 
tion of Count Adam Gurowski, who most obligingly 
forwarded my application, and ensm'ed its reaching the 
party for whom it was destined. 

The first letter to Prince Dolgorouki is addressed 
to him at Bai-celona, to which city lie had accompanied 
tlie Russian embassy during a temporary absence tliere 
of the Spanish court, 

[To Prince Demetri Ivanovitch Dolgorould.'\ 

It is very kind in you, my dear Dolgorouki , to write me 
so long a letter, when your time must be so much occupied, 
and you have so many correspondents. I am extremely sorry 
to find your absence so prolonged, and begin to fear I shall 
see but little of you before my departure for Andalusia. I 
misa you sadly here, particularly at the soirees where you 
were so kind as to seek me out in my solitude amidst the 
crowd, cheering me sometimes witli a hon-mot and sometimes 
with ft btm-hon. I wouH have you know that since your de- 
parture I have become oae of the most dissipated men upon 
town; continually at soirees and tertuUia^ ; and amongst 

Vol. IL— 12* (IS) 
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others ha\ t 1 il in a y y t tl D 1 

of Benave t ft li t ] t y f Ij t y 

AU this i t! d mg i M lam D b il wl m d t 

think I ougtt ttm t t dwlthy 

I find ia 1 w w til I m b t pintl ss b 1 

at these gay mbl g Id t 1 II t th t 

of talking t p pi wl I t t t 1 m 

diffident of my ki Id f tl F 1 1 g th t I ca 

not force mj If t t m mmgl 1 ty I m 

therefore, alt d m h 1 1 ly p m th wd 

aiid instead of making new aciiuaintauces, am apt to lose those 
■which I have already made , as tte sdence and BhyneFS which 
arise fiom leal difSdence aie alwiys pione to be misimdei 

To compensate for these ftPiile 'oirees, I have now and 
then, though at present not oiten a domestic evening d youi 
Embassy, an'3, what is the summit of my dehglit, oc(.asioiialli 
a dinner entiiely en. famille The^e aie the happiest hours 
I pass m Madiid I have then all the sweetness of the family 
circle, undduted by an inundation of strangers I only legret 
my awkward and embarrassed mode of speakmg French which 
shackles my tongue, limits mf to common place, and must 
render me but a poor addition to the society I feel in con 
sequpncp the more sensible of the kindnesa of this excellent 
family which oveilooks all my imperfection-., and shows so 
much attention to one who can contribute ao little to the 
general amusement I would not give one of these hours ot 
cilm domestic mtercouiie foi all the splendor of tlie most bnl 
liint roul It 13 at these times tliat the admirable qualities 
of Madame D Oubnl and Mademoiselle Antoinette appear iii 
their most otriking and amiable light The beautiful childien. 
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too, with theii' engaging maimera and amusing ways, make it 
like a fairj land to me, aiid I would not exchange the pleasant 
laughing blue eyes of the little Inez for those of the brightest 
belle in Madrid. 

You may pass your time gayly in Barcelona, my dear 
Dolgorouki ; but were I situated as you are, in this lovely 
family, I should look upon an absence from it as a perfect exile. 
I have seen so much of the coldness and heartlessuess of the 
■world at large, that I feel more strongly the value of an in- 
timacy of tKe kind, and the greatest conceni I feel at my ap- 
proaching departure is that I must talie leave of this family, 
perhaps forever. 

Last evening at your house, we had one of the most lovely 
tableaus: I ever beheld. It was the conception of Mmillo, 

represented by Madame A . Mademoiselle Antoinette 

arranged the tableau with her usual good taste, and the effect 
was enchanting. It was more like a vision of something spir- 
itual and celestial than a representation of anything merely 
mortal ; or rather it was woman as in my romantic days I 
have been apt to imagine her, approaching to the angelic na- 
ture. I have frequently admired Madame A as a mere 

beautiftil woman when I have seen her dressed up in the fan- 
tastic finery of the mode ; but here I beheld her elevated into 
a representative of divine purity and grace, exceeding even 
the beau ideal of the painter, for she even surpassed in beauty 
the picture of MurilJo. I felt as if I could have knelt down 
and worshipped her. Heavens ! what power women would 
have over us, if they knew how to sustaiix the attractions which 
nature has bestowed upon them, and which we are so ready 
to .assist by our imaginations. -For my part, I am superstitious 
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in my admiration of them, and like to walk in a perpetual 
delusion, deckiog them out as divinities ; I tliank no one to 
undeceive me, and to prove that they are mere mortals. 

I shall feel quite sorry when I meet Madame A 

again, to find her once more returned from the clouds, a mere 
fashionable lady. We had afterwards a tableau of a Sybil 

by Mademoiselle F , for which the noble traits of ter 

countenance were admirably calculated. Sbe has a most 
august, distinguished demeanor, especially wlien thus placed in. 
ail advantageous point of view. She looks fit to be a Queen 
on earth, but Madame A to be the Queen of Heaven. 

Wilkie has filled up his picture and is now glazing it. By 
the time you return it will probably be finished. It is beauti- 
ful, and has the rich, mellow effect of an old painting. His 
health has somewhat improved of late, in consequence of some 
remedies he has been trying, and he appears to apply himself 
to his art with less fatigue and exhaustion. He will he 
rejoiced to see you again in Madrid, for this is not a place to 
find many who take the interest that you do in his pursuits. 
Notwithstanding every exertion and interest, he has not been 
able as yet to get a sight of the Flemish paintings here. He 
has just received letters, however, which I hope may have the 
desired efieet ; one is from Mr. Peel to the Secretary of State, 
another is from the Duke of Wellington to the Duke de Infan- 
tado, expressly soliciting that Mr. Wilkie may have access to 
these objects of art. It at least shows the interest taken in 
the matter by the most distinguished characters in England ; 
while it is a reproach upon the state of the arts in Spain, that an 
artist of the standing of Mr. Wilkie should be obliged to make 
use of such powerful iufl.uence to gain a sight of what ought 
to he open to all the world. 
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I have forgotten to thank you for the curious document 
from the archives of Barcelona, the letter and copy of verses 
of King Pedro el Ceremonioso. He was a singuiajr character, 
and an authentic document of the kind concerning him is higJily 
interesting. How fidl of interest everytliing is connected with 
the old times of Spain. I am more and more delighted with the 
old literature of the country, its chronicles, plays and romances. 
It has the wild vigor and luxuriance of the forests of my 
native country, which, however savage and entangled, are 
more captivating to my imagination than the finest parks and 
cultivated woodlands. 

As I live in the nelglihorliood of the Library of the Jesuits' 
College of St. Isidoro, I pass most of my morning there. 
You cannot think what a delight I feel in passing tlirough its 
galleries filled with old, parchment-bound books. It is a per- 
fect .wilderness of curiosity to me. "What a deep-felt quiet 
luxury there is m delvmg mto tl e i cli ore of the e old neglected 
■volumes How the e ho ir« of unmterrupted intellectual en 
joyment so tranqi 1 and independent npiy one tor th /^nm 
and disappojiitment too often espeiienced m the intercourse 
of Bocetj how the) sene to hnng back the f ehngs into a 
harmonioiB tone, after being jarred and put all out of tune by 
the collisions with the world. 

But I am spinning out this letter into an unreasonable 
length, and indulging in mere general fancies, while you are no 
doubt looking for the news which a letter ought to contain. 
For this I must refer you to the letters of Madame D'Oubril, 
and the rest of the family, who see, and Jtnow, and can more 
charmingly relate what is passing in the world, than myself. 
I delivered your message to Mademoiselle Antoinette, who 
received it as graciously as you could wish. She is full of 
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occupation, h-i^ving tlie care f tiie^e nuinetoua s ire'": upon 
her mind ; ^rr^ngmg tal leai 2 Ln so tliat it s liili It t 
haye a few m meiits conyersat 1 witli her exce^ t at the el^e 
of the evening belore the carea of tht, tea in} 1p and the 
tableau cominence 

* * * Farewell, my dear Dolgorouki. Give my kindest 
remembrances to Mr. D'Oubril, whom I shall be most happy 
to see once more in his own dehglitful &mily circle, wliich 
owes so much of its worth to hia own goodness. 

Believe me ever, yours faithfully, 

"Washington Ihying. 

P. S. I had ne'irlv cl 1 i} letter without apologizing 
to you for writing in English 1 t leiUy I djie not trust myself 
in the French language for fear of mak ng i thousand errors. 
As you have been studjinj, Ena;li h tl 1 v^ill serve as a lesson 
for you. 

His eoiTcspondent had returned from Barcelona to 
lladrid, when the following note was addressed to 
hira : 

No tlate, but aujipoaed fo bo 
Fcbnisiy 19, 182S. 

My deae DoLQOEouKi : 

The invitation to the ball this evening is too kind and flat- 
tering a mark of attention on the part of the Duchess of Bena- 
vente not to be accepted with the most grateful acknowledg- 
ments. I trace it, however, to the good offices of Madame 
D'Oubril, who is coostantly giving me some new proof of her 

It is whimsical tkat I have been dreaming half the night of 
my passion, the divine little Marie and her costume ; and 
vas at your house to see the children in their 
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dresses, when Madame D'Oubril told me I was invited to the 
ball. The only inconsistency in the dream wa^, that the hall 
■was to he at the Prince Partanna's. 

I have just teceiTed news that my work on Columbus was 
to be published on tlie lltli of this month. It is reviewed (by 
anticipation) in one of the London papers, whicli says that it 
will give me a "prodigious increase of fame." If one half of 
this be true, I stall be content, but I still tremble in awful ex- 
pectation. Yours ever, 

Washington Ievisg. 

P. S. As you read Enghsh better tban I write French, I 
make no other excuse for writing in my own language. 

The Life and Voyages of Columbus, tlie work here 
alluded to, was published by Murray in four large vol- 
umes. He was much found faiilt with for the price, 
the size, and tlie gross typographical errors with wliicb 
it abounded. He had assured Mr, Aspinwall that he 
would have the correction of the proofs done by some 
competent person ; hut Mr. Irving had given no direc- 
tions on the subject, and he was very badly represented 
on the occasion, 

The first American edition of two thousand copies, 
in three octavo volumes, was sold to the Messrs. Car- 
vill, tije principal booksellere of New York, after hav- 
ing been fii-st offered by Ebenezer Irving to Messrs. 
Carey, Lea & Carey, of Philadelphia. 

E. I. [writes Peter to Washington] offered the edition to 
Messrs. Carey in sheets, three volumes at $2 per volume, at 40 
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per ceat, dascouiit, or in boards at 33^. They replied that 
they would wish to sell it to the trade at those diseounts, and 
that the terms he proposed were out of all bounds, and would 
not permit them even to make him. an offer. He showed the 
letter to Brevoort, and on consultation they considered it 
necessary to seek another publisher, Brevoort applied to 
Messrs. Carvill, wKoni he knew, and who agreed to give seven 
thousand dollars for the two thousand copies in sheets, one 
thousand dollars on delivery, the remamder iu four, six, and 
nine montts, giving you a profit on tlie edition of about three 
thousand dollars. Messrs. Carvill are the first booksellers in 
New YorJi. 

Mr. Carey came on to New York about the beginning of 
February, and after considerable conversation oflered a profit 
of two thousand five liundred dollars, and wiien he fijund that 
it would not procure it manifested a disposition to aiigment the 
profier, but was informed that it was too late. 

The price at which tlie book is to be published is two dol- 
lars and a quarter per volume or six dollars aiid three cjuar- 
ters for the three volumes.* 

• In a letter to the author mitteti about tbis time, Carey makes a prop- 
ortion to him respecting an; future publications; and nbout the last of 
March, 1828, put the question to hia brother and agent, Ebenezcr, what he 
would asii for the right of publishing the four previous works, History of 
New York, Sketch Book, BpRcebridge Hall, and Tales of a Traveller, for 
Bcven or ten years. 

The result was an arrangement soon after with that house for a seven 
years' lease of the copyiight of these works at sjx hundreiJ dollai-s.per 
annum, payable scnii-auiiually, and to take the stock on hand at sixty-live 
cents per copy. 
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Having glanced foi- a moment at these mercantile 
arrangements respecting the publication of Columbus, 
which were left entirely to the control of his brother 
Ebenezer, I now introduce a letter to Brevoort, which 
gives a further insight into the authoi-'s feelings on 
oft'ering to the world a work which told the history of 
one of the most stupendous and memorable events in 
the annals of manldnd, and was to be pronounced more 
honorable to the literature of his own country than any 
that had yet appeared in it. In the estimation of an 
eminent American critic, Mr. Alexander H. Everett, 
tlien Minister at Madrid, but soon to exchange that 
diplomatic situation for the editorship of the North 
American Keview, he had already secured and would 
permanently retain, in our literary annals, the brilliant 
position of the hai'binger and founder of the American 
school of polite learning ; but he naturally felt anxious 
as to his reception in this new department of literature, 
in which Moore, in his Life of Sheridan, and Scott, in 
his Napoleon, works but recently published, were con- 
sidered to have failed. 

Mabeid, Fi>b. 23, 1825. 

My DEAR Brevoort : 

I have received two letters from you, tho last dated Dec, 
19, and both full of the most interesting domestic intelligence. 
I feel under the greatest obligations to yon for tlie kind interest 
you have taken in my History of Columbus. I find by the 
London papers i; was lo be published by Murray on the 11 tb 
inst. T am, therefore, at this moment undergoing dissection 
from the coarse Kands of the London critics. A comfortable 
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it tl Lk llh lllg 

m m g tl It tl 1 iL t w 11 I f 

mas rv tra iftfUtwUbintpbljly, 
wlitmyh tptd t pp fmmyli g 

d It m li fl tl t ust b mp U f t t 11 

truth -w til pi b% I m m t f 1 w- 

my w try Wl t m y t tl 

t J I t 1 t f 1 th t I i 1 g 1 J bj my 

countrymen, with an. altered mien [Then alluding to the ma- 
lignant attacks that had bpen forwarded to lum, as has befoie 
been stated, from Ameiican jjaper'^, on points independent of 
mere litei-ary merit, and m which he felt tliat great injustice 
was done hiia, he adds :] 

I have never sought, nor will I ever seek to ymdicate my- 
self from aspersions. My writings, my character and life must 
aU speak for themselves, and I must abide by the' average opin- 
ion which will ultimately be awarded. I confess it will give 
me satisfaction if my present work, by its success, replies to 
some of the cavilling tliat has been indulged against me ; but 
1 fear I can never regain that delightful confidence which I 
once enjoyed of, not tlie good opinion, but the gooclrv>ill of my 
countrymen, * * * 

I am sorry to find by your letters tliat you have liad your 
share of the rubs and cares of the times , I had hoped you 
were safe in port and out of the reach of stonns and disasters ; 
but so it is ; we are none of us completely sheltered from mis- 
fortune. If we do not put to sea, the sea overflows its bounds 
and drowns us on the land. For my own part, with all my 
exertions, I seem always to keep about up to my chin in 
troubled water, while the world, I suppose, thinks I am sailing 
smoothly, with wind and tide in my lavor. 
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lu a few days I shall leave Madrid on a touv throiigJi the 
southern parts of Spain, a journey which I have long been an- 
ticipating, tut which my Hterary occupations have hitherto 
prevented me from undertaking. I am grieved, however, that 
my brother Peter cannot accompany me as he had proposed. 
His health for upwards of two months past has been extremely 
disordered ; being troubled by a return of almost incessant 
headaches, which render a rough journey of the kind highJy 
imprudent. He intends to return by easy travelling to France, 
and will be accompanied by my nephew Theodore, who lately 
arrived here Tl a sal d sappontme tt p and tl rows 
a cloud ufon ny t pat n of pleas re fron tl is to u I 
shall, however Lave agreeable tr ell ng o j in on'3 n tl e 
Secretary of tl p Ru an E nbas v ind the P ia= an C n J 
General, two mt mate fr end of m ne ^n 1 1 hall 1 « lette "s 
t th p pip tl ty b 11 G d & 

fi m M & !m tJ S t y f St, t wh h 11 n t 
k ywymtl It fJteo g g 

'Bt hbjtf ty mtmldt 

tgratljl mtylml hp fbg 

joined in the South by ITilkie, the painter, who has been pass- 
ing the winter in Madrid, and is an old acquaintance and friend. 
You doubtless know his merit, and must be aware how inter- 
esting it would be to have such a companion. "VVe have al- 
ready made excm-sions togetlier to the Escurial and to Toledo, 
in the course of which I have found my own observations on 
the people and the coimtry quickened by the sagacious remarks 
of such a practised observer. Wilkie remains here for some 
time yet to finish a picture he has just commenced, but talfe of 
coming to Seville in the month of April, when I shall most 
probably be there. * * * 
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On the 1st of Mavcli, 1828, Mr. Irvhig set off in the 
diligence for Cordova, in companj with Mr. Gassier, 
Kuseian Oonsul-Greneral, and Mr. Stoffregen, Secretary 
of the Enssian EmbasBy, the two intimate friends re- 
ferred to in the foregoing letter, to make a tour through 
tile most beautiful, romantic, and historical part of 
Andalusia. His brother Peter had originally intended 
to accompany him on this tonr, as we have seen, but 
he found his health too feeble and uncertain for the 
rough exposures to wliieh he wonld be subject in travel 
in Spain, and he therefore left Madrid to proceed by 
slow journeys to Paris, the same day that Washington 
started for the south of Spain. " It seemed," says 
"WasMngtonjin a letter to his sister, Mi-s. Paris, "on tak- 
ing leave of him at Madrid, as if I had parted with 
half of myself." 

At Cordova, where they ari'ived on tlie ith, they 
made arrangements for horses to take them to Grana- 
da ; and, as a story was ailoat of eleven robbers, mount- 
ed, on the Eambla road, they engaged an escort of four 
men. As they were about to start, the diligence 
brought a reinforcement to their party in tlie person of 
an English clergyman, a Mi". Tomlinson, and an Amer- 
ican, who proposed to join them ; and for these an ad- 
ditional escort was secured — Bautiste Serrano de Ecija, 
a stout man with a iierco eye. " "Would have to pay 
him high — fij-st-rate fellow — knows all the robbers — 
has been a robber Jiiinself," ivhispered the landlord to 
Mr. Irving. 
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A description of his journey from Cordova to Gra- 
nada, and of liis first visit to tlie Alliambra, tlie scene 
of his future elysifin abode, will be tomid in the follow- 
ing letter : 

[To Mademoiselle Antoinette Bollvilhr^ 

Ghahada, Uucli IB, 1S9S. 

I promised, my dear Mademoiselle Bollviller, to write to 
you itt the oourse of our tour, hut when I made such a promise 
I had little idea of the difficulty of performing it while trarel- 
llng ill Spain. One is exhausted by incessant fatigue, and put 
out of all tune by the squalid miseries of the Spanish posadas. 
I am now so surrounded by dirt and villany of all kinds that I 
am almost ashamed to despatch a letter to your pure hands 
from so scoundrel a place. 

Our journey has hitherto been auspicious, that is to say, 
we have escaped being robbed, though we have been in dens 
as perilous as that of Daniel and the lions ; our greatest risk, 
howeve]', has, I am convinced, been from our own escort, 
which for part of the way has been composed of half-reformed 
robbers, rethed from business, but who seemed to have a great 
hankering after their old trade. 

I am greatly pleased with my fellow travellers. Stoffregen, 
having never before been so far to the south, is in continual 
transport with the luxurious indications of a soutiiern climate, 
and when he gets among orange groves, banging full of golden 
fruit, and hedges of aloe, myrtle, and the Indian fig, he seems 
like one intoxicated. It is true his happiness is subject to con- 
tinual interruptions, being in a state miHtaiit with landlords, 
iDuleteers, waiters, and all the vagabond rabble of the posadas. 
He is a little too sensitive to the miseries of Spanish travelling, 
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wMcli, indeed, are sufficient to try the patience of Job ; so that, 
between the delights of the country and climate and tlie abom- 
.inations of the inns and their inhabitants, he is kept in a con- 
stant fever either of pleasure or vexation. As to Gessler, he 
has excited my frequent wonder, and has convinced me of the 
truth of certain fairy tales which I had hitherto mistaken for 
fairy tales. He haa two magic gifts with him : a leathern 
bottle curioTisly wrought, which is never empty, though contin- 
nally in use ; and a sack, equal in the incredible amount of its 
contents to the pocket of Peter Schlemil's mysterious friend. 
From this sack, whenever we were in want of a repast on the 

journey, he drew forth hams, sausages, fowls, conserves, and 
above all a pie in which was a monstrous fish, equal to that 
which swallowed Jonah. I have had uncomfortable doubts as 
to the manner in which Giessler had come by these miraculous 
gifts, and watched to see whether, like Peter Schlemi!, he had 
been selling his shadow, but I was glad to find he had still 
shadow enough for the substance of two ordinary men. I have 
never, however, partaken of the contents of this magic bottle 
and sack without privately making the sign of the cross, by 
which means I. have hitherto escaped all injury. 

Our journey through La Mancha was cold and uninterest- 
mg, excepting when we passed through the scenes of some of 
the exploits of Don Qui\ote. We were repaid, however, by a 
night amidst tlie scenery of the Sierra Morena, seen by the 
hglit of the full moon I do not know how this scenery would 
appeal in the da> time but by moonlight it is wonderfully wild 
and romantic especially alter passing the summit of the Sierra. 

4s the daj dawn&d we entered the stern and savage defiles of 
the Despeiia Perros, wlm h equals the wild landscapes of Sal- 
vator Eosa. For some time we continued winding along the 
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brinks of precipices, OYerhung ■with cragged and fantsistic 
rocks ; and after a succession of sncb rude and sterile scenes 
•we swept down to Carolina, and found ourselves in another 
climate. The orange trees, the aloes and myrtle hegan to 
make their appearance ; we felt the warm temperature of the 
sweet South, and begaa to breathe the balmy air of Andalusia. 
At Andujar we were dehghted with the neatness and cleanli- 
ness of the houses, the patios planted with orange and citron 
trees and refreshed by fountains ; we passed a charming even- 
ing on the banks of the famous Guadalquivir, enjoying the 
mild balmy air of a southern evening, and rejoicing in the cer- 
tainty that we were at length in this land of promise. 

While at Cordova we made excursions on horseback among 
the heights of the Sierra Morena which rise beliind the city, 
■visiting the celebrated hermitage and the convent of St. Geron- 
imo. The mountains were clothed with aromatic shrubs, and 
with flowers wMch in otlier countries are the forced produc- 
tions of gardens and hothouses. From these heights the eye 
revels over a delicious landscape ; a broad green valley fertil- 
ized by the windings of the sinning Guadalquivir, and bounded 
by long lines of mountains famous in the hardy predatory wars 
of the Moora nnd Christians The snowy sum nit of tl e Siena 
Nevada Ues like i bnlhmt cloud m tie d stance marking the 
situation of Granada the citj tf lomaniic Instoiy Every 
mountain summ t in tl s country 'spreads befoie y i a mass of 
history, fillel ivith places renownnd toi "ome wild an^l heroic 
achievement 

But Gianada heJhs'HT) i Granada i th k \;hi mst la^e 
been our delight w! en xfter pas= ng the f n o bi Ige f 
Pinos, the scene of many ^ bloodj encounter letween Moor 
and Christian, and remaikabl? for having been the place wheie 
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Columbus was overtaken bj tlip messpnger of Isabella wIlpii 
about to abaadon Spaia in despair we turned a promontory of 
the aiid mountains of Elvira, and Grinida, witli ita tower'i its 
Alhambra, and its snowy moimtani'i, Lui-st upon our sight 
The evening sim slione gloriously upon iti red towers as we 
approached it, and gave a mellow tone to tlie rich scenerj of 
the vega. It was like the magic glow which poetry and ro 
mance have shed over this end anting plapc 

F 1 d y p t w h 1 tly 1 1 

t mg tl tj 1 tfi 1 t tl A\} mh d 

G hf h m t t d th ^m Th m I 

tempi t th pi 11 J dm t w k d 

f tl 1 t 1 b ta d d 1 t ta t f tl M nsk 
h Tl d h t 3y t d 11 th f g 

m gl g witl tl f h It! 1 m g d f f 

ta d f w t tl t 1 1 tl 1 I ki I ty 

d fi TO t tl 1 1 d all p t tl f 1 

m untai b d 11 th 1 1 est ry f th 

valley of the Dajro and the magnificent expanse of tie vega ; it 
is impossible to contemplate this delicious alDode and not feel an 
admiration of the genius and the poetical spirit of those wlio first 
devised this earthly paradise. There is an intoxication of heart 
and soni ia looking over such scenery at this genial season. 
All nature is just teemirig with new life and putting on the first 
delicate verdure and bloom of spring. The almond trees are in 
blossom, the fig trees are beginning to sprout ; everything is 
in the tender bud, the young leaf, or the half-open flower. The 
beauty of the season is but half developed, so that while there 
is enough to yield present delight, there is the flattering prom- 
ise of still fiirther enjoyment. Good heavens ! afl;er passing 
two years amidst the stmbumt wastes of Castile, to be let 
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loose to rove at large over this fragrant and lovely land I what 
a fulness of pure and healthful pleasure guslieg into the heart ; 
and how do we look hack with distaste upon the pale and arti- 
ficial life of the city, and wonder how we could have con- 
demned ourselves to its formal and frivolous routine ! 



I think I told you tliat I woidd write you a letter from the 
Alhamhi-a ; I have escaped from the noise and dirt of the po- 
sada, and have come here partly to perform my promise, partly 
to enjoy a little tranquillity It is now near the hour of simset 
of a warm day, the sun is still shining upon the towers whicJi 
overlook this court, and a beautiful, mellow light is spread ahout 
its colonnades and marble halls. The fountain is immediately 
before me, ever memorable from the tragic fate of the gallant 
Abencerrages. I have just, diluted my ink with its waters i 
and here I sit quietly inditing a gossiping letter on the place 
that has heea the scene of an atrocious massacre. "We talk of 
realizing past scenes when we tread in the traces of renowned 
historical events, but I find it impossible to get into the vein of 
feehug consonant to such a place. The verity of the present 
checks and chills the imagination in its picturings of the past. 
I have been trying to conjure up images of Boabdil passing in 
regal splendor through these courts; of his beautiful queen; of 
the Abencerrages, the Gromares, and the other Moorish cava- 
liers who once filled these halls with the ghtter of arms and the 
splendor of oriental luxury , but I am contumally awakened 
from my reveries by the jargon of an Andalusian peasant who 
is setting out rose bu^lie'?, and the song of a pretty Andalusian 
girl who shows the Alhamhra, and who is chanting a little ro- 
VoL. 11.-13 (19) 
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mance tliat has probably been hindel lownf i ^ lei ti n t 
generation since tJ e time of the Mooi-s 

For the g eater pirt of this diy I ha\e been occuj ed ex 
pkring the neglected parts cf the Alhambra and the t wers 
wbii.1 he n ruin I ]n^ e been m r[uest of tl e portal bj 
which the unlmtunate King Boabd 1 "allied forth wlien he de 
Bcended to the vega to surrender the lieys to Ferdinind. and 
I abellT He de cended outsile of the c ty wills by tl e same 
load b\ which, tie Ij-nid Cardinal of Spam ascended at the 
bead of a band of cavaliers to take posse '*ijn of the '^.ihimbii 
Boabdil asked of the sovereign, as a melancholy boon, that no 
one might be permitted to enter the Alhambra by the portal at 
which he had sallied forth. This prayer was granted ; tbo 
portal was walled up, and has continued so to the present day. 
I foimd this interesting anecdote in an old chronicle, but no 
one here knew anything of it or of the condemned portal. I 
set a poor devil at work, however, who inherits a hovel in the 
ruins ; and to my great joy he has found out the gateway for 
me. He inquired of some old people upward of eighty years 
of age, who had passed their lives in the Alhambra, and they 
pointed out the gateway which had been walled up ever since 
their recollection ; and one remembered to have heard his parents 
say it was the gate by which thfe Moorish king had departed, 
when he took his last leave of the Alhambra. This gateway is 
in ft mined tower thai hits b^ea blown up by the French. 
With the keen relish of !mtif[uar'ian research, I traced the 
whole route of the Moorisb inonarch down to the vega,, to a 
small chapel dedicated to St. Sebastian, but which in former 
times was a mosque. Here an -inscription on the wall desig- 
nated it as the place where the unfortunate Boabdil met the 
Cathohc sovereigns and surrendered to them his throne. 
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Beside the satisfaction of haTing settled this point of in- 
quiry, I leceiyed from my poor devil guide many most curious 
particulars of the superstitions whicli circulate among tlie poor 
people inhabitiBg the Alhambra respecting its old, mouldering 
towers, I have noted dowa these amusing little anecdotes, 
and he has promised to furnish me with others. They gen- 
erally relate to the Moors and the treasures they have hnried 
in the Alhambra, and the apparitions of their troubled spirits 
about the towers and the ruins where their gold lies hidden. 
When I have more time and paper I may recount you some of 
these traditions, as I know you have a great relish for the mar- 
vellous it present t! e °rai 11 et ihe old halls be? n to 
daiken aiound me and the bit is fi ttmg ib ut the co t in 
place of the buds ■nhich were lately chifjmg here I have 
performed my promise and have wntten to jiu fiom the halls 
of the ALhambia How unwoithj u. my scril blmg if the 
place butdepeid upou it 1 ■ilf of the pietenled day dieims 
oft ivellers about telebritpl pi tees aie quietly dreamt m com 
foitable quarter^ fai fiom the s pups tley celebrite The 
piesent letter I will finish by lamp light at ti e posadi I vill 
gather you a fljwer howe\ei from the Gi.urt of the Lion'^ 
ind enclose 1 in the letter to atone f 1 the want of flow era m 
mj style And "o farewell at j re ei t ti the Vlhimbra and all 
its tragical and poetical associations. 

Posada. — As Stofiregen has been writing to Madame 
D'Oubril and to Dolgorouki, I refer you to his letters for more 
particular accounts of our excursions both on horseback and on 
foot about this place and its romantic environs ; particularly our 
dinner at the country palace of the worthy archbishop, situated 
among tho mountains, where, during our repast, we were re- 
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gnlcl bj ttp s uiil f ) iirf 11 a d th icrfini f oi nge 
and ition trpss "^^ "■ « 

Gi\e my most kmi rememhiances to M and Madame 
D Oulail aiii! to all their amiable family How often and often 
do I fhml of J on all, and wish mjself passing & social hoor 
M ith J o I. I bpg a to be slow m forming attachment ind ac 
qu nflj, an mterest m people jiid fpar it will hp a long time 
bef le I meet witli a lamilj to fiU up the loi) 1 feel sinre I 
took leave of you all I hope tho dear 1 tile T^omen round the 
table in the outer saloon hai e felt the want ceaaionaity of 
then; most deyoted admirer inl tl tl tl p 1 ne bttk Mire 
sometimes tlinika of ma 

Tell Dolgorouki to be a good boy and to take care if 
Wilkie, and I will write him a letter in the next budget. Fare- 
well, my dear Mademoiselle Antoinette. I feel a pleasiu'e in 
scribbling this letter to you ; it is like having a Jong couversa- 
tjou and being sociable, which one has little opportunity of 
being in the slip-slop soirees of Madrid. If you wiite me a 
reply, I beg you to let it be in French ; for if you midertake it 
in English, I fear you will make it a task, and either write very 
brief or defer it too long a time. God bless you. 
Your friend, 

WASHiNaTON Ikving. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 



[To Prince Dolgorouki] 

M4XiOA,MflrdiSJ,18Z8. 

Yoi!s letter, dated the 5tli and 8th of tMs month, my dear 
Dolgotoiiki, has given me some of tbe pleasantest moments I 
have experienced since I left Madrid, It was a complete 
Tableau defamille, presenting hefore me Uiat amiable, domestic 
circle which, for two jears past, it has been my greatest delight 
to mingle "with. I feel most sensibly also the kindness of my 
good friend, Mademoiselle Constance, in adding her note of 
remembrance ; but the precious lines from my dear, dear, dear 
little Marie, was a happiness beyond all hope. I have fancied 
the little woman leaning with her whole body over the table, 
her ringlets hanging all round her charming face as she achieved 
that prodigious manuscript, every letter of which was almost 
as big as herself. 

You reproach me for not having written to you or "Wilkie. 
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My dear friend, you have no idea what little time or mood 
our mode of travelling leaves for letter writlrig. Every day is 
passed in incessant action and fatigue ; on horseback or on 
foot, scrambling among rocks and precipices, we have scarcely 
ever the conveniences necessary to letter writing, and when 
not in motion, we are generally so exhausted a,s to need ah- 
solnte repose. The present letter I -write merely as an apology 
for a longer and more particular one, which I will write 
when I have more leism-e and more composure of mind. 

"We an-ived here yesterday, after nine days' hard travelling 
from Granada, in course of which we visited the rains of Berja, 
passed through some of the most interesting parts of the Alpu- 
jarras, aaid along the skirts of the mountains that border the 
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5an was also to 

me a source of constant delight, for I have been so much accna- 
tomed in early life to all that concerns the sea, that to hear it 
roar and to look upon its broad blue expanse bring up a 
thoiiaand tender associations. 

Our road at times wound along the face of vast promon- 
tories, where we rode along a path formed Hke a cornice, from 
whence we looked down upon the surf beating upon the rocks, 
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3. The sight of the Mediten-ane 
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at an immense distance below iis. I liave always heard Anda- 
lusia cited for the beauty and richness of the country, but from 
all that I have as yet seen, tlie wild and melancholy grandeur 
of its naked mountains predominates in my recollection over 
the soil fertility of its vegas. 

"We are now enjoying the most delicious weatlier, with 
cloudless days and lovely moonlight nights — a rich valley sur- 
rounded hy majestic mountains on the one side, and on the 
other a picturescjue port with the blue Mediterranean spreading 
out beyond it. 

The spring is here putting forth all its sweetness; we are 
among orajiges and citrons, the fig, the palm tree, the vine, 
the olive, the aloe, the Indian fig, and all other poetical plants 
of the voluptuous South. The senses of one long accustomed 
to the North, revel with a degi'ee of intoxication in such a 
chmate, and among such scenery. The air breathes balm and 
odors, for even among the rudest mountains, every weed you 
tread on sends out its perfume. But enough of Andalusia. 
I have hut little time for writing at this moment, and am wast- 
ing it in mere genei'al espressioiis of delight. 

You interest me by your account of Willcie'a new picture, 
but you do not glveiiie sufficiently clearly your opinion of it. 
1 hope he continues in the intention of coming to Seville, and 
that I shall meet him there about the middle of April, about 
which time I expect to arrive there. I wish he could make 
up his mind to pass a few more months in Spain ; I think he 
could pass them botli agreeably and profitably at Seville. I 
do not Imow whether I shall have time to write to him hy this 
post. If I do not, I beg you to remember me to him most 
affectionately. I am glad you visit him frequently, for you 
are able to appreciate as well the sterliag worth of his private 
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character, as the rate excellence of liia talents ; and in hia 
present state of health, when so much time hangs heavy on 
his hands, the visits of an intelligent friend are invyluable. 

I notice all your vaimtinga of the new tableau of the For- 

narina, by Mademoiselle P ; but with all due ackuowledg- 

nent of tl e picturesque capabilities of that lady's countenance, 
wl ch I long since discovered in the course of my solitary 
I erambulat ons about the saloons of Madrid, I cannot credit 
the poss 1 ility of the tableau c srapai ing with that of the celes 

talA The latter has e^en usen m my estima,tion by 

the second exhibition I pretend not to dispute judgment 
T\ th yo m respect to mammite pictuies, but ts to these Iv ing 
tahl a I will yield m critical discernment to irone of jour 
connoiaseurs ; and I would not give the assumption by 

Madame A for aE the tableaux that E'lpbael ever pointed 

So ado e ^ our Lady of the Pillai in v. elcome , but if a\ c: 1 

1 ea that Madame A is elevated into a saint, I will make 

a p Ig age to her slirine. 

Apr I 2d. — You give me the sinc«rest pleasure by your 
■warn a d ippareiitly judicious eulogium of the new picture of 
W 11 e. Everything you observe concerning him is Kighly inter- 
eating, and it delights me to find you so capable of entering into 
Uie peculiarities of his style of art, as well as the quiet, but deep 
excellence of Jiis character. There is truth and wisdom in all 
that "Willde paints, and all that lie says. He is one in whose 
conversation, as well as in his productions, you may study the 
pluloaophy of liis art, or rather those precious principles of 
philosophy which repudiate all art. 1 would not give an hour's 
conversation with "Wilkie about paintings, in his earnest but 
precise and logical manner, for all the enthusiastic and raptu- 
rous declamations of the common nm of amateurs and artists. 



ijbyGoogle 



JEl.44.] OF WASHINGTOK IRVIKG. 29T 

They fill one's miad merely with flowers, Imt lionest 'Willdc 
sows in it the true seeds of knowledge. 

I have left this letter open is hopes of heing able to add 
considerably more to it, but it is now too late, and I must hurry 
to a conclusion. Is there any chance of your coming to Seville 
in the course of the spring or summer ? I shall remain there 
some time, and if you have any intention of visiting that place 
within the year, I wish yoii would manage to do it while I am 

Indeed, my dear Dolgorouki, I feel grievously my separa- 
tion from you all, and I know I shall feel it still more sensibly 
when the hurry and variety of travelling is over, and I come 
to be soberly settled at Seville. Do let me hear from you, and 
do not get out of patience with me for not being a very indus- 
trious correspondent. I am a sad delinijuent in many matters, 
and need great indulgence and charity from my friends ; but I 
trust you know by this time, I am a man of exceeding good 
intentions, though one of tliose unfortunate men who are rather 
slow in carrying their intentions into action. 

Very truly yours, 

Washington Irvisq. 

[7b M.-hmni^ell Boh dki, Madrid.'] 

Malaga, April 2, 1S3S. 
I am 2;leid iii"^ deai llatlemniaellp Antoinette, that you 
wrote to me in Bngliah, notwithatandmg I liad enti'eated the 
contrary. I have been so accustomed to converse with you in 
that language that when 1 read vour letter it seemed as if you 
were talking with me, and even if a little error of idiom should 
now and then occur it is rather agreeable than otherwise, and 
Vol. If.— 18* 
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gives a naivste to your style. I am only vexed at tliat malig- 
aaat spirit, the prince, that he should Imrry yon to a conclusion 
when you were writing so charmingly. 1 beg that when you 
write again you will have a supply of honions at hand to send 
to him from time to time, to beguile his impatience. Still I 
must not complain of him ; for he has been a good boy, aad has 
written to me twice without receiving a line from me. If I 
can meet with a white mouse with green eyes, in the course of 
my travels, I will imdoubtedly send it to Hm, even though it 
should be the very mouse po^eased by the renowned collector 
of curiosities Prince Bonbommin Bonbobbin Bonbobbinnett. 

"We have hitherto had a most laborious, fatiguing, but wild, 
romantic, and delightful tour. I can hardly imagine that I am 
travelling in one of the old and civihaed countries of Europe. 
Nothing in the sivage parts of my o^ti country and among its 
native savages could be more original and wild than some of 
our moimtain scramblings among the mountains of the Alpn- 

I took a last look at Granada from the height on the road 
of Padul, where the unfortunate King Boabdil wept as he was 
about to lose sight of his late capital forei ei It still bears the 
poetical name of e? smpiro del Muio and they pietend to show 
in a rock the print oi the hoota of Bodbdils lorse ivhcn he 
stood as his rider gazed uith teaif 1 eyes upon Granada The 
view is from amidst and 1 11 ~\ on hai e a meie peep at a 
part of the vega, and jou see Granad-i ghttei u^ beyond with 
the red tower of the Alhambri sirrounded bj tufted gro\es 
As you turn from fhi scene to pursue the route of the unfoi 
tunate king, a diearj w I'^te of naked and '^unhumt mounta ns 
extends before you. Poor Boahdil miv hai e contemplated it 
as emblematical of I It H^ bid f u wd 1 'i back up i Jl 
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that was sweet and pleasant in life, and a stein, and rugged, 
and joyless fiiturity lay before liim. Tlie A)p«jarras quite 
equalled my expectationa. Tliey present eingnlai contrasts of 
the wild^t and moat savage sterility, with lovely valleys re- 
dundant m fertility and of tlie freshest verdure. The fields of 
grwn were in their young vegetation, and spread alieeta of 
emerald green to relieve the eye from the aridity of the moun- 
tains. The villages peeped out from among groves of oranges, 
citrons, figs, and almonds, and the very roclcs were covered 
with the luxuriance of southern plants of poetical renown, 
which struck their roots into every crevice. The mountains 
also, notwithstanding their nakedness, have a heauty from their 
rich and varied tints, for they are composed frequently of the 
finest marble. 

In the course of our progress through the mountains, after 
leaving the beautiful village of Lanjaron, wo fell in with a sin- 
gular chai-acter, just at the foot of one of the wildest and most 
solitary passes. He had all the air of one of those predatory 
rovers who hover like hawks among the Spanisli mountains to 
pounce upon the traveller. He was mounted on a young and 
active mule that bounded among the rocks like a goat. He 
wore the Andalusian hat and jaclcet, and pantaloons bordered 
by silver lace ; a cartridge belt of crimson velvet slung over 
one shoulder and passing under the other arm ; two carabines 
slung behind his saddle, pistols in front, a cutlass by his side, a 
long Spanish knife in the pocket of hi''' vett, m a sheith oma 
mented with silver. He wot i complete 'juhjett for Wdkie « 
pencil. He joined us and kept with us for the rest of the 
morning, through some savage defiles of the mount-una We 
were somewhat puzzled to make out his character, or to know 
whether he were hiiiidit, =oldd.lo fontrabindi'^t'J ci implv 



iubyCoogle 



30 




LIFE 


A*ir 


< LETTERS 




L1328. 


I Ik 


of tlo 


ffh t 




1 eyfrely 




li 1 


dth 


A dalu 


p pen 




of nve t g i icfa as faat 


a 1 


gue 


Id wag 


Stoffi 




n tool a V ol 


t dalke 


to h9 


hoi 


duct 


1 denea 




aud as«e 1 


1 1 b t a sol t ry 


C02 t 


defend 


3 1 se m 


e^ to tl k 


e had f lie 





vey in^aie comjan} We took a repast to^etl er n a httle 
venta n a deej go ge of tl e oq ta ns ind f om fu tl er co 
verbal on w th oiur ne v c mride J conce ved a hette o^ n on 
of h n ad ons de ed 1 m one of the ■vcnu ng Fanft ona com 
mon to thia j t of Spain He toll 13 he v s concen ed n. tl 
mines of Berja whither ive weve travelling, and offered to con- 
duct ua by a more dirisct route through the monntains, which 
would save its at least half a day's travelling. After consult- 
ing with our muleteers who we foimd knew thia man, and con- 
firmed the truth of what he said, Gessler and myself concluded 
to follow the route he pointed out. I found afterward that 
Stoffregen assented to this change of route with the utmost re- 
pugnance, and on subsequent reflection he was right, for though 
the man turned out to be an honest person, and the route really 
was the shortest and best, yet it was extremely imprudent in 
us to put ourselves so completely under the guidance of an utter 
stranger in those wild regions, so infested by desperate charac- 
ters. The change of route, however, procured us some curious 
variety of scenery. Our way for the most of the day lay up 
the dry bed of a river, which in times of rain must swell to a 
great size, but was now sJirunk to an insignificant stream. It 
was bordered by arid mountains ; tliere were neither villages 
nor hamlefs; the whole country was sohlary and savage. 
Toward sunset we arrived at the village of Cadiar, sirrrounded 
by olive orchards, with a small vega, through which ran the 
river bordered with wijlowa. Here we put up at one of the 
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most wretchod posadas I ever met -with in Spain. Our caba- 
Hero andante introduced us to a family of liis relations, tlic priTi- 
cipal persons of the place, who lived in a spacious and well- 
furnisb.ed mansion, and who pressed us to take up our lodgings 
with them for tlie night, but we preferred the independence of 
our miserable posada. The next morning we resumed our 
journey, and the caballsro andante sent a guide with ws to 
show 113 the way tiirough some of tte intricate parts of the 
mountains, and lent us one of his carabines aa an additional se- 
cnrity. He turned out to he a sergeant of a company of Dou- 
aniers. It was in this day's joiirney that we passed through 
some scenes, the extraordinary rudeness and savage sublimity of 
which I eliaU. never forget. Those who would know the Alpu- 
jarras in their true wildness must explore such lonely passes. 
'We were at one time on the dizzy verge of vast precipices, with 
ah fmbliQ t's spread before us ; at other times we 
t 11 d tl gl d p b rancos and ramblas, with red rocks 
of mm h gl t b 1 tely impending over ns. Our mule- 

t i ^ ( p oc eded warily and tool: every precau- 

t t gl d ira t ttack, for it is in these savage and soh- 
t ry d fil th t th t 11 r is exposed to most danger. After 
em g t f f these passes, which would liave fur- 

nldfi bjtftle pencil of Salvator Rosa, we came 
to an open part of the country where the sternness of the 
mountains was softened by the verdure of a small valley. The 
bed of the river passed at the foot of a height on which was a 
Moorish-looking village with flat roofed houses, with vines, fig 
trees, and oranges growing about them. Here we halted, made 
OUT table of a rock in the dry bed of the river, and with the aid 
of Gessler's magic bottle and sack, made a sumptuous repast. 
I have somehow or other got betrayed into these details, 
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and have bepn t^o nt; on as e 1 1 1 h s f I 1 1 1 i v si ini ot 
paper to fill up iiiJ i ■) eai of lei lire before mt After all tlip^e 
descriptions wlicli tic meie scinty outhnea of magmicent 
scenes whiih dwell m my lecoUection can affoid but little safi 
fectioa in perusal but we are apt to be tedious when leKting 
tilings which hive delightei us 

In my letter to the prince I have fpoken ot the giandpni 
of the scenery along the Mediterranean coast Heie the sea 
lends its sublimity to the prospect I had supposed onr road 
would lie along the heach but on the contrary it contmuilly 
wound among the mountain climbing and dBSCPniling frightful 
precipices, and at times oyerhangmi; the rocks beaten bv the 
surf. It was m piring 1o look out from the b^som ot these 
rugged mountains to the blu^ and plaiil Ijosom of the Me liter 
ranean, and as we role to watch the aids that weie ghhngat 
a great distance sime of them evident]} bounl hke ouispIvpi, 
to Malaga, '-lometimes we behell the fishermen away below 
us on the sandy beach, drawing their ne1a, and could just heai 
their voices aa they shouted and sung at their labor. 

In the lont!liP'it and most savage parts of these scenes the 
cro^ by the roadside gives an inexpressible touch of horror. 
It is generally in some turn or angle of the road where the 
murderer could lie in wait, or on the brow of some hill where 
he could see from afar the app oacl of the unfortunate traveller. 
As the most beautiful scenes of lat re ler ve tenfold interest 
by anything that indicates tl e chee f 1 ie& dence of man, so 
the wildest and most awful ce es de \e tenfold hoiTor from 
these mementos of human or e nd pa^s on The cross stuck 
in the fissure of a rock by tlie roadside in a mountain pass of 
a deep broken barranco, spreads a character of ferocity over the 
whole scene. 
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Our mode of travelling in these parts has in it something 
that partakes of the iiide nature of the country. Our muleteers 
have the air of veritable brigands, and doubtless now and then 
indulge in the profession as a gentleman occasionally lays by 
his hiunanity and indulges ia the pleasures of the chase. Our 
repasts are in the true brigand style ; sometimes at a brook 
among the rocks by tlie roadside, sometimes on the sea shore 
under the shade of a fisherman's hovel, sometimes on the brow 
of a mountain. Yoii cannot conceive the luxury of these re- 
pasts in the open air, in wild and picturesque places ; and liow 
charmingly the magic leather bottle of Giessle diffuies an en- 
chantment over the scene. But I must not confine my eulo 
giiiro solely to the bottle and the sack of Gessler tl ough so po- 
tent in their effects during our journey. In st 1 kew se bear 
testimony to his inexhaustible good liumor \ 1 ch notl g can 
sour or destroy. I never met with a more genial, kind, accom- 
modating fellow traveller. Under every fatigue, cross purpose, 
or annoyance to whicli one is subject in a journey of this kind, 
he never utters an impatient word to Lis companions, but has 
always some pleasant observation with ^vliich to beguile the 
vexation of the moment 

Stoffregen is more sen'^itn e to the ii no\ in e t ih rci 1 
and the ivreichedness of the mn, but kis impatience is o 
undei tie control of an excellent bent and admuable gcd 
breeding, that it anno) i himself more tl an others The ^klme 
delicate sensibility tiiat lajs him bo open to peily ^(xation= 
renders him also extrj,mely su ceptible of agreeable in press on^ 
and he is m confimitl transporlo w th the beaitiful objects 
around ui in the more smooth parts of oi r toi i 

I lii\p been intempted repeated!^ while M itn't] Iptter 
by II it 1 ind haie been 1 hged io ^ <. t ml i il p \i it 
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and thus the time is exhausted by mere ceremony, ■wh.icK I had 
intended to devote to my friends, 1 have received a charming 
letter from the discreet princess and two parts of a letter firom 
that little Queen of the Fairies, Marie, heside most kind notes 
from my amiable friend Mademoiselle Constance. I fear I 
shall not be able to reply to tliem by this post. The evening 
is advanced. I have farewell visits to pay, and everything to 
pack up and anange for an early departure ia the morning. 
Should I not write, I heg yoii to plead my apology to them all. 
They know 1 love them all too well to neglect them wilfully. 

To-morrow we set off on our journey to Gibraltar by the 
mountains of Eoada. I was for some time fearful that I should 
have liad to perform this part of the tour alone, for Mr. Gess- 
ler and Mr. Stoffregen, deterred by the reports of tlie nigged 
nature of these mountains, had determined to go by sea coast, 
and I could not prevail upon myself to give up Ronda and its 
wild aerraaia. They have, however, kindly resolved to accom- 
pany me, and I trust will eventually feel repaid by the noble 
scenery of the mountains, and the singular charactori sties of the 
people who inhabit them. 

"We have been greatly pleased with our sojourn at Malaga. 
It is a finely situated place, in a fertile valley surrounded by 
mountains, and open to the Mediterranean. We have bad 
beautiful moonlight nights, and you can have no idea of the 
cluirming appearance of one of these southern Mediterranean 
porta by moonlight. 

Farewell. * * Remember me most particularly and 
kindly to Mrs. and Mr. D'Oubril and to each member of their 
amiable family, and may God bless you ail. 
Your friend, 

Washington Ibvimg. 
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TTo Alexander IT. Everett.^ 

Ml DLAE Sib 

1 ■ttioie to JO aome tine m e fiDiii Gianada at which 
city I parsed ten i ly constantly employ fd in. examining its 
antiquities ■wid in ridiEE; about its beautiful environ On leav 
mg Granadi we took the loute for the mines of Adia, yarj 
ing occasionally from the common ioa,d and pa&smg through 
some of the wildest aad grandest scenery of the Alpujarra 
mount^dins The towns ind \illigea in the vicmitv of the 
mines present an appeaiauce of prospenty and mciease un 
usual in '^pain They are little apots of the coiintiy where 
die rust is rubbed off -md one can see what it might he icn 
dered with proper management 

From Adia we kept along the seaboard to Malaga, o ir 
load ocea=ionilly wmdmg into the interior wheie the coast 
was precipitous or nihere there ■\\ere long promontories but 
simetimes passing along the very piofiles of tlie miuntams 
■where they ov^rhing the sea, the lurf hicaJiing far below us 
against the rorkj feet of the cliffii T! e srenpry almg this 
coast 13 uncommonly giind but stem and melanch Iv ind the 
loid ascends ind descends such broken and rocky pisses of the 
mountains that tlie tra^eUmg lo exces ively kborious As fei\ 
strangers also pass throiigh these parts, there are no accommoda- 
tions to he met with at tlie posadas. You must forage through 
the village to collect materials for a repast, and you may esteem 
yourself fortunate at night if you can have a private room to 
sleep in and a mattress spread on the earthen floor. The Span- 
ish travellers generally, who pass through these mountains, are 
of hardy and simple habits. They wrap themselves in their 
Vol. 11.— (20) 



ijbyGoogle 



30g LIFE AND LETTERS [182B, 

cloaks, and lie on the n n ts of th n 1 d 1 tl 

a saddle or a pair f alto jtw fo a i How 

We passed se\ e al liys it Malaga where we expe lenced 
great attention and ho p tahty from out consul Mr Battell to 
whom you had giTen n e a lette I wis mu h please 1 witl 
him; he appears to 1 e a frink am^llc anl oily n id 
I wish lie had a more proht. Ue po t He des red me vheu 
I should write to you to n er 1 er f m to yo erj pa t c ilirlj 

From Malaga e took the c rcu tou? route to & 1 alta 1 y 
the mountains of Ronda ■«! o g wh h e encountered tl e only 
bad aUi eh m t w tl n the co i= f o to Po 
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W m n 1 f u days at Gihraltar, overwhelmed by hos- 
j al } wl 1 n he pa of the military messes of the Biitish 
g n 1 j lal and tpmpe'^tuoiis stjle of the 

Id 1 1 f 1 ffi E confiupd to the roeK, inhere tlieie 
a f o f g n ral 'JociPtv, piolong the conviviality 

of the table. Sir George Don, ths Govenioi of Gibialtai, 
is a fine compoimd of the veteian soldier, the keen sport'iman, 
and the old English countiy gentleman He keeps up atnct 
order in. the garrison, all the mihtaiy woiks are admirably 
perfected and maiatained ; he has turned the slopes and shirts 
of this once sterile and glanng looK, into a delicious oiiental 
garden, while at his little countiy letreat of St Eo>al, about 
two leagues distant, he lays by the military and puts on the 
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farmer, cultivates fields of his own, and by hia advice and 
example improves the agriculture of the Spanish farmers, 
BO that the whole neighborhood has acijuired additional 
beauty and fertility imder his influence. 

At Gibraltar, I met with an old fnend and intimate in Mr. 
McCallj* the American vice-consul, and with a new friend, but 
one of the most obliging, hospitable, warm-hearted men I ever 
knew, in our countryman Mr. Sprague. 

At Cadiz, I remained but a part of two days. It is a 
beautiful city— one of the most beautiful I have ever seen, 
but one is continually reminded that all the outward gayety 
and splendor of its snow-white and spacious mansions cover 
internal poverty, ruin, and wretchedness. I heard notliing 
while there but repinings at past prosperity ajid present 
distress. Mr. Burton, our consul, to whom you gave me a 
letter, was unremitting in his kind attentions; you had like- 
wise givea Mr. Gessler a letter to him, and you could not have 
done him a greater service. Mr. Burton has in consequence 
given him the right hand of good fellowship, and will m fact be 
a right hand to him ; for he is experienced in the ofBcial duties 
of a consulate, and in tlie mode of dealing with cjptains and 
sailoi-s; all which would be wonderfully peiplesing m the 
commencement to honest Giessler, who is more accustomed 
to courts and camps than to seaports. At Cadiz I left my fellow 
travellers for a few days, they intending to remain there for a 
short time, and I being impatient to get to Seville. I embarked 
at Cadiz on a steamboat at seven o'clock in the morning, and at 

* Dick MoCall, as he was familiarlj' called among his guy companions, 
when be formed one of the Lads of Kilkenny, and wae dubbed a kiiighl at 
the Old Hall near Newark. See vol. i., chap. xi. 
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a t f T lock t a 1 ^ I f 

plea an oj ^e 

I ll^ e th IB g ve J u a b ef utl ne of one f t o t 

terest ng tour lee d "i e pre e nun 

once of T s mg the south of Sj a n befo e j-ou left l c untry 
I would adv se yo o lo y all nei a d I am suie you 
■w 11 be del gl te both, tl 1 e count y an 1 tl e people 

Take ll e And 1 l. a is ■/ 1! proper a w ince a d tl ey are 
a alfflu-able ace d I k ow you ir no o e vho rega la 
any people w tl nat on 1 o p p ilar ] ej 1 ce F o all 1 t 
I 1 are see too t e da gera of t a ell ng a e mucl e a 
gerated Yo ci awaj asce t n wlat pa ts of o o e 
are reallj dan^e o is nl sncl f m yo ofR al c atacter 
yo can \ u e g~nda s ib sc rt wl o e t e mo t 
dipaded bj the rob erg A coupe ■« ild be mfiic ent anl 
they would be serviceable m a Tanety of ways on the journey. 
In all our route from Granada by Adra and along the Mediter- 
ranean coast to Malaga, we had only one escopeta, a common 
guide of the country all that coiat bemg conaideied safe 

In the moimtdmi of Rmda we had i genda me on 
horseback and anothei on foot It is probable that b; nes-t 
yeaJT sucli arrangements w 11 lie im£e is will render the most 
desirable i ointa of ^djlu'Jia peiiectly access ble to female trav 
eller? in which I'ai.e the la lies could accompany j on A hh 
gence is to be establ shed la connection with the hnp between 
Madrid and Cordj\a It s to rim fiom Andijar to Granada 
A dihgence has recentlj been established betweei Glan^da 
and Malaga and was to arrive foi the fiist tin e at Malaga the 
very day 1 left that city. From Malaga, the road to Gibraltar 
along the seacoast is easy, and requires but two days ; ladies can 
travel it comfortably on mules or horses with saddles hke arm- 
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chairs. Fiom Gibriltar ilip roil to Cidia i3 likewise very 
practicalile tor ladie= inil i= one of the sife'-t in Spain We 
took no escoit on that load , pirt of it he= through mountains 
beautifully wooded It aiforila a plpafijnt specinipn of moun 
tain travelling ■without the hardihips of the other sierras for 
you can alwij s i ut up at good inns From Cadiz the steam 
boat takes you to Qe\ lUe ■aid here j ou meet tlie d ligence to 
take you bock to Madiid It would be % toui -with which Mrs 
El erett would be paibcuLrly interested, and Miss Louisa might 
find materials to fall hei letters to lier friends with ■wonderful 
details I haie been fortunate enough, to meet 'w ith Wilkie 
heie, aad promise myself much gratification in iisiting the 
masterpiece* of Murillo in company ■with him 

There appears to be much to be seen in this city, and the 
whole character of the place is peculiar, retaining a strong in- 
fusion of the old Moresco. I am apprehensive it will be 



T P h wi h h 

day after bis arrival at Seville, wliieli he considered 
the end of his tour : 

Wilkie is here, and will remain here a few days longer, 
when lie returns to Madrid, and thence proceeds to Paris. 
He has sketched out on canvas liia defence of i 
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which lie has iotroduced an excelleat likeness of Palafox. 
Tlie Prince Dolgorouki writes to me in the highest terms of this 
picture. My stay in Seville is uncertain. I have not seen the 
libraries. I shall probably remain here some weeks till I caai 
get tiie work we talked of in order for the press. 

The work here aliuded to was the Conquest of 
Granada, which he had brought with hhn in an un- 
finished state from Madrid. " If I continue in mo- 
tion," he adds, " I shall lose the fall season. I think 
a little close application and hard work will soon get all 
in train." He also anticipated the necessity of consid- 
erable emendations in the second edition of Columbus, 
from some English publications which Murray had 
sent him, and some curtailments to reduce the volume 
of the work. 

Instead of tho few weeks which he speaks of as the 
probable limit of liis stay in Seville, we shall find his 
sojoui-n in that beautiful city and its vicinity prolonged 
to more than a year. 
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CHAPTER Syill, 



T INTRODUCE a few extracts from his diaiy : 

Friday, April 18(A.— Went with Willde anil Mr. , 

and a young gentleman of Lima to see the church of La Oari- 
dad — nohle painting of Moses strildng the rock — opposite, the 
miracle of the loaves and fishes. 

Went into cliapel of St. Thomas — saw St. Tliomas, by 

, line painting — much admired hy Wiltie. [The artist 

for whose name Mr. IrTing, when making his record, was evi- 
dently at a loss, was Znrbaran, who preceded MurUlo ; the 
painting, St. Thomas Aquinas. I have heard him speak of the 
impression it produced on Wilkie, who stood gashing at it for a 
long while in deep admiration, ?.iid then gave vent to his sur- 
prise at the early perfection of Spanish art : " And this they 
had before Murillo,"] 

I, April lid. — Sat to Wilkie this morning for a 
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sketch of my portrait — go witli him and Sig. — — to the 
library of the city — small colkction— old friar very kind and 
attentive — likenesses of Muriilo and Velasquez painted by 



Wednesday, 23(;.— "Write letter to Mr. Everett — call oit 
Wilkie, who finishes my portrait — dine with Gessler and Stoff- 
regen at Mra. Stalker's [an English boarding house]. 

I give the letter to Mr. Everett, wliieli is in answer 
to one referring to a notice of Colninbus from the Lon- 
don Times, and announcing his intention of preparing 
a review of tlie work for the North American, in which 
it appeared in the anceeeding January. 

[To Mr. Alexander 11. Everett] 

My DiiAR Sje : 

* * * I am mucli obliged to you for the kind interest 
yon express in my literary concerns, and am happy to find you 
intend to review my work, as I am sure it will meet with a 
fair and able criticism from your pen. Mr. Rich has enclosed 
me the review from the Times, I rather derive encoiuagement 
from it than otherwise. The great fault found by the critic is, 
that my work contains but little novelty of fact, the mam body 
of information being already in esistence in the works of Las 
Casas, Herrera, and Fernando Colon. He ought to have 
added Peter Martyr and the Curate de loa Palacios. This is 
only to say what I have said myself in my preface, that the in- 
formation relative to Columbus was scattered through a variety 
of works, and substantiates my assertion that a history combin- 
ing all that had been related hy different historians as well as 
the minor but very interesting facts existing in various docu- 
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ments recently discovered, was a desideratum in literature. 
What general reader will hunt up the various works I have 
mentioneci,- to obtain from them fuU information respecting Co- 
lumbus and his voyages ? yet unless he read them all he -will 
be but partially informed on the subject. 

The English reader hitherto has derived his information on 
this head almost exclusively from the notice of Columbus in 
Dr. Robertson's history ; this, though admirably executed, is 
but a general outline. It occupies one hundred and twenty or 
thirty pages. I found a faithful narration of all that was likely 
to be interesting to the reader, particularly the American 
reader, would occupy at least one thousand. No one is more 
likely to be well informed on this subject than yourself, and I 
recollect in a conversation with you at the time I undBrtook 
the work you expressed your surprise that no complete history 
of Columbus was in existence. 

If, therefore, as this critic says, my work is " elegantly and 
agreeably written," so as to form to those who learn the his- 
tory of Columbus from it for the first time, " a most delightfal 
production," I have in a great measure attained my end. 

X have received much encouragement from various private 
letters, expressmg the opinions of my correspondents them- 
selves, and of others of note, particularly of Sir James Mackin- 
tosh, who has been very flattering in his euloginms. 

As to Miffray, he sends me a verbal message by Mr. Rich, 
requestmg altoratious and corrections, instead of writing pai- 
tioulaily to me on the subject. I have always foreseen that 
there would be many corrections required in the second edition, 
and would have been glad to have had any errors I Iiad com- 
mitted clearly pointed out that I might amend them. 
Vol. II.— 14 
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* * * I lia e lid foe the present at 
Seville, and will th el e 1 e n ch obi ge \ to you if yoa will 
forward to me the boola sea 1 y Mr M n-ay, as I wish to 
make the necessary cor ect ons as soon is [ ossibe. 

I will thank yo to f r vaid them by the first diligence, 
directed to me to the ca e of Do M guel "VValsli, the British 
Consul. If you w 11 1 ave the goodness o put the seal of the 
legation on them t w 11 make tl e parcel more respected, as 
books are articles of v olent so-p c on a th a country. 

* * * In per E,mg mj vorli., should you observe any 
faults which I migl t an end n tl e seco d edition, I would take 
it as an especial favor f you v uld j o t them out. My COK- 
rectiona will chiefly be ntu ed to rro s n facts to repetitions 
or inaccur 1 g &, I h d t tmg p 
any part ot I k t 1 gh It g Hy H 
lost to alt mpt t k 1 I tt tl 1 1 U d 
its impress n n tl p H 

I havt ted tl 1 f tl I 1 d 1 t d 

letter of i t d t t tl 1 f H t 11 1 w th t 

it is neces ytl n p ifmthkgbf I 

can inspe tth h ml yxtL p I 

wish very Ito m mdmtsp t[l]l 

ing the se d d t f w 1 C tl t 

venience t t t; ^ m 1 

of the kind 

Mr. "W Ik 1 S 11 t tl a 1 f 

Madrid, wh 1 p p t w k 1 tl t 

tinue on t P 

I hav 1 h t t 1 t g m f tl m t 

pieces of th &p h p t th 1 m H 1 t 

paintings f 11 f th t d f tl t 
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apply to art generally. You will find a conversation witli him 
on his return extremely gratifying, and he will feel a pleasure 
in conversing with yon, for lie entertains a very high opinion 
of you, as well as a grateful sense of the kind service-s you have 
rendered him. 

Present my kindest remembrances to Mis. Everett ai:d 
Miss Louisa, and believe me, my dear Sir, 

Very truly yours, 

Washin&ton Ieting. 

Mr. Irving parted witli Wilkie on tlxe 24tli of April, 
and soon after changed his lodgings from the Fonda 
de la Kejua to Mrs. Stalter'a, where he remained 
during the months of May and June. Here he formed 
the acijiiaintance of John ]? alder Hall, a young English- 
man in delicate health, of whom mention will be made 



The letters which follow wore addressed from these 
quarters. 

[To Mr. Alexander II. Evereii.l 

Mt DEAR Sir: 

* * * I eaanot tell you how gratified I am by the very 
favorable opinion you have expressed of my work. To tell 
you the truth, I stood m great awe of your opinion. I knew you 
to be more competent tlian most men U} judge in the matter, and 
that you had a terribly keen searching eye in literature as well as 
politics. I can only say that since I read your letter my mind has 
been relieved from a thousand doubts and anxieties, and I have 
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enjoyed a tranquillity as to tlie ultimate success of my work, 
lyhicli none of the previous letters I had received from my 
friends has been able to produce. 

I shaU immediately set about the corrections for tlie second 
edition, which I pereeive will be by no means so important as 
I had apprehended. 

The hints of lionest Rich will be of great service, and I 
shall feel greatly indebted to you if you will point out any 
that may occur to you in looking over the volumes in the 
caurse of yoiir critical examination. 

As to visiting the archives liere, if it is a matter of such 
difficulty on the part of tlie government, I would not wish yon 
to press it. I had supposed a simple application would have 
been sufficient. There are some documents concerning Colum- 
bus of which Mr. Navarrete lias obtained copies, wliicli lie in- 
tends to publlsli in his third volume, and of which I have never 
been able to obtain a full sight at Madrid. I should have 
wished to get a sight of these, as I fear the third volume of 
Mr. Na,vavrete will be as long in making its appearance as 
the Jewish Messiah. It is not, however, a matter of much 



The documents are probably of greater importance in the 
eyes of Mr. Navarrete than they would be in the eyes of the 
public, and I believe I have already either ascertained or di- 
vined the substance of them. When Mr. Eich returns, he will 
probably be able to procure me a copy of Navarrete's third 
volume, if it is actually in the press. » » * 

My teak Dolookouki: 

* * * You talk in your letters of the possibility of 
your paying Seville a visit. I fear you will defer it till after ray 
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dep rture Tlie -weithei w 11 s^lh 1 1 too liot to admit of your 
tniLlImg 'JO tai to tlie SJuth inA I qup^tiou my remaining 
litre until tin. cool autumnal months Notfiing would give me 
greater pleaiuie than to iamble about 8e^ ille and its vicinity, 
m comp\ny witli \o\\ It 1m i j^lace lull of interest, both as 
it relitea to worl s of ait, and to the charir tcr of the place itself 
and its inhabitants 

The AndihiSiians ire furthei remoTed from tlie rest of 
Euiopeans m then charaeieiistic tlnn any of tlie people of 
bpam that I hix e seea Tliey belong more to Africa in 
many of then traits and habitudes ; and when I am mingling 
among tliem in some of their old country towns, I can scarcely 
persuade myself that the expulsion of the Moors lias been 
a ythmg m tl 1 

'^tilgh dlt 1 tfgt 

C til f 1 1 w t d f w 1 i m b ill 



th t f tl f wtl 


t t pt h d 


d fttl dtrpfh 


m h 


t m nd b t th fi Id 


yd t n, 


p d mj If tl t I w 


E p d 


t 11 g I t f 


1 dt 


11 Id f h y tl 


tm 1 b 


t mly 1 it 


d 1 tg ea 


t t T J m I th 


d th t th 


b tlttl k t tl 11 tl 


g TJ y 


t p t g f It 1 whi h 1 


b dmir d 



1 t 11 d d t d 1 w tt 1 t by T 
Eoisseui', or would-be connoisseur, who haa made the grand tour. 
A celebrated Italian painting is like the belle of a metropolis, 
■who is so much admired and talked about that the ii 
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tion gi owa w earj of lier 'ilie scorns lo grow stale and 

commoa botli to ev<, and eii, but one of these Spanish 

mast ei pieces, in an ohscme convent Heldom visited hy the 

foot of a traveller, is lile a beauty in a country village, fresh 

and sweet from being raiely seen and staled at. For my 

part, I feel leas interest in great belles or great paintings, which 

all the world know and admire, than I do in those out of the way 

beauties which one seems to have discovered. Indeed I carry 

this so far that I bave two or three delicious little Murillos which 

I have found out in obscure and almost remote chapels or con- 

t d wl h I m 1 p t mj If I carry on a kind 

ft w tl th f g th i ^h ^^'^ alone ; and I 

nn t t II 1 h t d hghtf 1 m m I I pass in their com- 

p y 1 d by tl d f il 1 g so private and 

t d Tl m t paint d f rth from its native 

hpl t Itldptwna public gallery, 

t 1 h If t harm w i d to those renowned 

Viigins who are viaited by all tlie rabble rout of travellers, 

tk y t ! d f my y 

M y 21 t—\ t 11 m ) t lyi U E ^1 1 

g y Wy t dj g ( b d pp t t 

llj 1 t 1 uffi t b t\ J 1 

tf ttlm Afwwk teady ppl t 11 p 1 

y mpl tj 8, IthJgag dIhUb 

d 1 ght d wh t w m t t h f m d m f m 

m m cat 1 tw us If I h 11 acq 3ufE t 

fl J tf F 1 t sp k t th as 1 jl su I 
Iw ^ f 1 1 1 1 d I d t p U th t I tl k 



p d m t ? D tl f t dy E 
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aiid now and then take an oxtva lesion nicrftly as an. act of 
friendsliip. 

You say you are in a state of warfare with Mademoiselle 
Antoinette ; do aot expect any aid or connivance on my part. 
I am her most faithful ally, and shall certainly take her part if 
you date to advance heyond the Pruth. In the mean time, 
until I see hostilities actually commenced, I remain as ever, 
your assured friend, 

Washingiok Ieving. 

[To Mademoiselle BolvUleT, Madrid,'\ 

SE5II.LE, May 28, 1628. 

I have suffered some time to elapse, my dear MademoiseUe 
Antoinette, without replyin t j 1 ning letter, but I 

have had a long arrearage ot 1 tt t p y ff to correspondents 
in Europe and America, anl > 1 hy e yet unanswered. 
Oil J this continually accumul tmg d ht f orrespondence ! It 
grows while we sleep, and r& fa. t as we can pay it off. 

Would that I had the turn 1 tast f 1 tter writing of our 
friend the prince, to whom t m p feet delight ; who, 
hke an industrious spider, t tl t 1 ttle dark room and 

spin out a web of pleasai t f f m his own brain ; or 

rather, to make a more gr p n, hke a honey bee 

goes hnmming about the w Id 1 wl he has visited every 
flowerj returns buzz — buzz — 1 izz t 1 1 ttle hive, and works 
all that he has collected int pith eycomb of a letter. 
For my part, I know no greater deUght than to receive letters ; 
but the replying to them is a grievous tax upon my negligent 
nature. I sometimes think one of the great blessings wo shall 
enjoy in heaven, will be to receive letters by every post and 
never be obliged to reply to them. 
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Do not think, howeTer, that what 1 have said apphcs to my 
correspondence with you ; or with that truly good boy, the 
prince. With me it is in letter writing as in conversation, I 
must feel a particular interest in a person to be able to acquit 
myself with any degree of attention and animation in either ; 
but there are those with whom it is a real pleasure, both to con- 
verse and correspond. It is the number of uninteresting persons 
with wliom one must keep up correspondence and conversation of 
mere civility that makes a toil of the common intercourse of life. 

You. tell me you have been at a bull fight, and that you 
have renounced all amuseEients of the kind forever. I should 
be much mistaken in the opinion I kive formed of you, could 
you really relish those barbarous spectacles. Depend upon it, 
it IS neither the better nor the bia'ver part^ of lur mtiiie that 
1^ gratified by them There ippears t me ■» mixture of cow 
ardice and ferocity m lookm^, on m selfash lecuiiti inl 
enjoying the peiili and sufferings if others Tlie diTin ty 
that dwells ■Kithm us has nothing to lo with jleaiurcs 
of the kmd, they belong to our earthly our gross ind s ivage 
nature I have sunk consideiably m m.) own estimation smi,e 
I ha've found I couH denve gntih<,at on from thpse sights I 
sh nil have been grieve! to find you aa had in thio leapect is 
mjself 

I am sorry to hear that you are to pass your summer in 
Madrid and not to visit Aranjuez or La Granja. "What a pity 
that the diplomatic circle should be doomed to the sterile mo- 
notony of that city of thp desei t « 1 at a residence this Sei die 
might be made for a comf 1 Such a heavenly climate and 
delightful heighborho D 1 '-u h fine iides such pleasant coun 
try retreats, such wafei excuroions on the Guadalquivir ' I 
have visited some lovely places in the vicmity -ind wlipnever 
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I find any situation peculiarly dehciout I am sure to find that 
it has been a &vorite resort of tho e i oble fellows, the Moors. 

I made an Picurs on a few dij o since down the Guadal- 
quivir to an old on\ent called S Juan de Alfaraolie, which 
is built among the rums of i Moorioh c'istle and I dined at a 
country seat m the neigl borhood whith had been the retreat 
of some Moon h family "iou cinnct imagine scenery more 
soft, graceful, lux iiiant and beautiful These retreats are built 
along the iida if a nJge of hilL overlooliing the fertile valley 
of the Guadalquivir and the serpentine windings of that river, 
witli Seville and iti? toweia rising )t i d stance, and the Eonda 
mountains bounding the landscape Bit consider all this ridge 
of hills and the valley immediately below j ou a perfect garden, 
filled with oringei ctroiis figs gnpes pomegranates ; hedged 
by the aloe a id the I idiin fig m blossom the whole country 
covered with flower'^ such is in othei cormtries are raised in 
hothouses but here groTimg wild for the very weeds are 
flowers and aromatic pKnte Fancj all tliis lovely landscape 
rendered fresli and swept by recent showers, the soft air loaded 
with fragiance and the hum of bee'i on every side, and the 
songs of thousands of nighfingalps reminding you of spring time 
and the seaion of flowers 

In thtse country seati one confmualli meeLs with tlio rel- 
ics of Moorish labor and Mooi sh ta=te channels cut into 
the sides of thp ii Ih through the living rock, in search of 
choice springs of coR ml delicate water and basins and foun- 
tains to collect it and to cool the courts and halls of the man- 

Tlie pleasfintest excursion, however, that I !iavo made from 
Seville was to Alcala de la Guadayra. It is situated on the 
Vol. II.— 14* (21) 
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Guadayra, a beautiful little winding stream that throws itself 
into the Guadiilijuivjr near to Seville. At Alcala tliere are 
noble remains of an immense Moorish castle, the towers and 
■walls in fine preseryation. 

Nothing can be more charming than tlie windings of the 
little river among bants hanging with gardens and orchards of 
all idnds of delicate southern fruits, and tufted with flowers and 
aromatic plants. The nightingales throng tliis lovely little 
valley as numerously as they do the gavdens of Aranjuea. 
Every bend of the river presents a new landscape, for it is 
beset by old Moorish mills of tjie most picturesque forms; eacii 
mill having an embattled tower— a memento of the valiajit 
tenure by which those gallant fellows, the Moore, held tills 
earthly paradise, having to be ready at all times for war, and 
as it were to work with one hand and fight with the other. It 
13 impossible to travel about Andalusia and not imbibe a kind 
feeling for those Moors. They deserved this beautiful country. 
They won it bravely ; they enjoyed it generously and kindly. 
No lover ever dehghted more to cherish and adorn a mistress, 
to heighten and illustrate lier channs, and to vindicate and de- 
fend hei' against all the world than did the Moors to embellish, 
enrich, elevate, and defend tjieir beloved Spain, Everywhere 
I meet traces of their sagacity, courage, urbanity, high poetical 
feeling, and elegant taste. The noblest institutions in this part 
of Spain, the best inventions for comfortable and agreeable 
living, and all those habitudes and customs which throw a 
peculiar and oriental charm over the Andalusian mode of living 
may be traced to the Moors. Wlienever I entet tliese beau- 
tiful marble patios, set out with sjiiubs and flowers, refreshed 
by fountains, sheltered with awnings from the sun ; where the 
air is cool at noonday, the ear delighted in' sultry summer by 
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the sound of faUing water; where, in a word, a little paradise 
is shut lip withiu the walls of home ; I think on the poor 
Moors, the inventors of all these delights. I am at times 
almost ready to join in sentiment with a worthy friend and 
countiyman of mine whom I met in Malaga, who swears the 
Moora are the only people that ever deserved the country, and 
praya to heaven tliey may come over from Africa and conc[uer 
it again. 

You promise to give me tlie news of the gay world of 
Madrid. I slxall he delighted to receive it from you, but you 
need not go out of the walls of your own house to find subjects 
full of interest for me. Let me have all the news you can of 
your domestic circle ; you have a world within yourselves ; at 
least it was aU the world to me while at Madrid. Stoffcegen, 
I presume, is lilie Siuhad when lie returned from his voyages, 
ho has so much to relate. The prince talks something of 
coming to Seville. Is there any prohabihty of it ? I should 
mark the day of his arrival with a white stone, and would he 
delighted to he his dee rone. 

Tell me everything about the children. I suppose the dis- 
creet princess will soon consider it an indignity to be ranked 
among the numher. I am told she is growing with might and 
main, and is determined not to stop until she is a woman out- 
right, I would give all the money in my pocket to he with 
those dear little women at the ronnd table in the saloon, or on 
the grassplot in the garden, to tell tbem some marvellous tales. 

Give my kind remembrances to Mr. and Madame D'Oubril 
and to all the household, large and small. I hope Mademoiselle 
Constance keeps her little flock in order, and that Madame 
Agnes has as great command as ever over the little sons. Tell 
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my little Marie I kiss her hand and hold myself her loyal and 
devoted knight. If she wishes at any time Ihe head of a giant 
or the tail of a fiery dragon, she haa hut to call upon me. My 
arm and my court sword are always at Sier command. 
"With tlie greatest regard, your fi-iead, 

Washington Ikving. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 



ON the first of July, Mr. Irving removed with Jolm 
Nalder Hall, the young Englishman in delicate 
health, who had been his fellow lodger at Mra. Stalker's, 
to a cottage in the vicinity of Seville, where he passed 
six weeks, occupied iipon tlie Conquest of Granada and 
a second edition of Columbus. This cottage was en- 
closed by a high wall, and at sunset the keeper shut 
the gates and locked them in for the night. Occi^ion- 
ally the gates were closed also upon some suspicious 
looking horsemen, who would come and go mysteriously, 
and to whom the keeper would appear to be giving har- 
bor for the night. 

The record in his diary of the second day's sojourn, 
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would seem to mark their lonely abode for an 
vicinity. 

Wednesdai/, July 2d. — At Casa de CerfL — write at Granada 
— evening go out witli Hail who rides while I walk — make a 
toiir by the river Guadayra — old Moorisli mill — bridge near by, 
with cross on it of murdered traveller. 

It was from this cottage, in which they hoped to get 
through the hot season hetter than they slioiild at 
Seville, that the following letters were addressed. 

In the second, which has more or less bearing upon 
his personal and literary life, will be found a descrip- 
tion of these new qnai-tere, for which he had exchanged 
his English boarding house in Seville, and an allusion 
to the companion who shared them witli him. 

[To Mr. Alexander II. Everett.] 

SETitLE, July 11,1928. 
My deab SiH : 

* * * I am so much out of the world liere tliat I hear 
notkiug. A newspaper three or four weeks okl is full of in- 
telligence to me, and quite fresh in its contents. 

I have corrected my work on Columbus for a second 
edition, as far as I have the means of doing so. Mr. Rich 
■writes me word that Mr. Navarrete says his third volume will 
contain some curious matt«r for my second edition. * * I 
am told his work will not appear until September, and I pre- 
sume we may allow a still more remote date in consequence of 
the ciistomaiy delays in this country. I caanot defer the pub- 
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lication of the second edition for sucii an indefinite period. I 
believe the most material facts Mr. Navarrete alludes to are 
drawn from the papers of the pleito, between the heirs of 
Christopher Columbus ajid the Spanish crown. Sliould you 
tave occasion, to see Mr. Salmon in the course of your ofBcial 
transactions, I should take it as a Idndness if you would pro- 
cure me an order to inspect the papers and documents "in the 
pleito between the Admiral Don Diego Colon and the fiscal of 
the crown, and any other •papers thai may relate to the history 
of Christopher Columbm." The part of the request underlined 
you may omit should it cause any difficulty. I believe an 
order will readily be granted for any specific documents. The 
difficulty only is with respect to general requests to search tlie 
archives. I find great kindness and attention here among the 
people of the cathedra! and its librarians. In the course of my 
rummaging, I have come by chance iipon a work on Cosmog- 
raphy, &c, by the Cardinal Pedro Aliaco, which is cited by 
Las Casas as having been several times in his hands, and full 
of margmal notes by Columbus and hio biothei, the Adel^n 
tido I found the precise ■work, wifh all the maigmal note?, 
mostly m Latin remarkably neatly written It is (luious in 
Ihe extieme as containing leHtions &,c ui Columbus, of 
various things bearing upon his theory ind written prior to 
the discovery. None of the people of the library knew of its 
being the handwriting of Columbus ; or, indeed, seemed to at- 
tach any particular value to the book until I made them sen- 
sible of it. What a prize this would have been for friend Rich. 
[To Mademoiselle Bolvtller, Madrid.'] 

Skyille, Jul j 20, 18SS. 

I ought to make you many excuses, my dear Mademoiselle 
Antoinette, for suifering so long a time to elapse without 
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writing, but the we^tlier set in pxcec Jiiiglv hot ^nl3 foi ■> fn e 
seemed to mcapacitat me for e\ cr; meiita! eteition and 1 
afterwards became unsettled m tII my customary habits by a 
change of residence Iiavmg taken up my quarters in* a cottige 
about half a league from Seville I itall now endeavor to get 
myself "en tram From what I have written to jou about 
scenes in Andalusia I find jou have taken aa idea that 
this is a most lovely and most wonderful country but i ou 
must recollect I only speal of j irticulai places The general 
appearance of Andaluann plains, for a gieat pirt of the ^eir 
is cheerless and lunburnt fiom the heat of the climate and the 
want of trees that prevalent defect m Spam li 'ceaery TJie 
cottage in which I am residing looks- out o^ ^ in> immense 
plain, called tlie "Tablada," whi^i isj nom completely parched, 
and the air from it as warm as the vapor of a furnace. No 
trees are to be seen, except at a great distance a few planta- 
tions of ohves — those Wretched groves, which to my eye make 
a landscape still more arid. The great comfort of the cottage 
is a little gai'den behind it full of orange and citron trees, with 
a porch overhung with grape vines and jessamines. I have 
taken up my quarters here with a young English gentleman, 
who is in a critical state of health from having broken a blood 
vessel. The place suits me from its uninterrupted quiet. The 
mornings and evenings are cool from the pre\ alence of the sei 
breezes, and the nights are delicious I pass my time here 
therefore, completely undisturbed, lining no visits eithei to 
pay or to receive ; with a horse to ride about the plain for e"^ 
ercise, or to take me to Seville when I wi h to\i= t the libnij 
It is a long time since I have been 1,0 tranquil so completely 
insulated, so freed from the noises and distia^tiona of the town 
and I cannot tell you how much I reh'.h it There is a quiet 
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and deep enjoyment in sitting out in the air in the still serenity 
of the country, and passing one of these haJmy summer nights 
in gazing at the stars. They have the purity and splendor in 
this clear atmosphere which I haye witnessed nowhere else 
save in my own country. Though within only two miles of 
Seville, the landscape is as solitaiy as it would be at fifty miles' 
distance from a town in any other country ; and notHng re- 
minds one of the vicinity at night hut the deep chimes of the 
cathedral beHs, which are rich and melocUous in theli' tones, 
and have a magnificent sound as heard across the plain. 
"When I get for a time in the country, even in this comfortless 
and melancholy country of Spain, I feel such a ti-anquillity of 
the spirits, such a cessation of all those a^tations and petty 
cares that perplex me in town, that I wonder at having passed 
so much of my life in scenes in which I take so little relish, 
and to which I feel myself so little adapted. We are great 
cheats to ourselves, and defraud ourselves out of a great por- 
tion of this our petty term of existence,, filling it up with idle 
ceremonies and irksome occupations and unnecessary cares. 
By dint of passing our time in the distractions of a continual 
succession of society, we lose all intimacy with what ought to 
he our best and most cherished society, ourselves. And by 
fixing om- attention on the vapid amusements and paltry splen- 
dors of a town, we lose all perceptions of tlie serene and ele- 
vatmg pleasures and the magnificent spectacles presented us by 
nature. What sovrie in Madrid could repay me for a calm, 
delicious evening passed here among the old ti-ees of the gar- 
den, in untroubled thought or unbroken reverie— or what 
splendor of ballroom, or court itself, can eqnal the glory of 
sunset, or the serene magnificence of the moon and atai-s shin- 
ing so clearly above me. * * * 
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2lsL — I liaTO been dwelling most extravagantly, you will 
think, upon tho charms of country life, and yet the deep chimes 
of the cathedral bells which throw such a solemn charm over 
the solitary plain in the eyeninga, seem to claim some testi- 
mony in favor of that noble building. If ever you come to Se- 
Tille, be sure to visit its glorious cathedral. That, however, 
you win be sure to do ; your good taste will not suffer you to 
keep away, but visit it more than once ; visit it in the even- 
ings, when the last rays of the sun, or rather the last glimmer 
of the daylight, ia shining through its painted windows. 
Visit it at night, when its various chapels are partially hghted 
up, ils immense aisles are dimly illuminated by their rows of 
silver lamps, and when mass ia preparing amidst gleams of 
gold and clouds of incense at its high altar. Visit it at those 
times, and, if possible, go alone, or with as few gay ladies and 
gentlemen as possible, for they are the worst kind of compan- 
ions for a cathedral. I do not think altogether 1 have ever 
been eq^ually delighted with any building of the Idnd. It is so 
majestic, ample, and complete ; so sumptuous in all its appoint- 
ments, and noble iiiid august in its ceremonies. It is near the 
house where I lodged when in Seville, and was my daily re- 
sort. Indeed, I often visited it more thaB. once in the course 
of the day. It is delightful to me to have a grand and solemn 
bull fth 1 dn to me ma city It ii a resoit -nhere 
on g t 1 f tl and nonsense, and littleness ol the 

Tmd cm cill up m some degree 
1 tly) a glow of sfli mu and poeticil 
t 1 ffi It f all sentiments to Iip summoned up 



cathedial, particulaily towards the 
are deeper and the hght of the 
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painted windows move dim and vagiie, lias the effect upon me 
of a walk in one of our great American forests. I cannot 
compare the scenes, hut their sublime and soUtary features pro- 
duce the same dilation of the heart and swelling of the spirit, 
the same aspiring and longing after something exalted and in- 
definite ; something — I know not what, Intt something which I 
feel this world cannot give me. When my eye follows up 
these great clustering columns mitil lost in the ohscuiity of the 
1 fty nd p ■ ult I f 1 3 I h d In gazing up 

along th t nil f m 1 ty t s that h t 1 for ages, 

d t tl m 1 1 tJ t pm t b a h ] h tower out 

f th 1 wi f t nto tl d p blu 1 y — my tl ighta and 
f 1 OS m 1 p w tl t! m 1 1 tl y e p nd and ai'e 

It tl nm tj I fa 1 I am n ng t 'cry long 
t des h I tt n 1 am p n n ut tl ght f tlie want 

f facts t It B 1 1 1 a 1 m t g is 1 n the chit- 

chat of a circle of acquaintances to l m n ite which are 
the lively and interesting materials for a lette jou must ex- 
cuse, therefore, my prosing. Give my love to all my dear little 
friends of the round table, from tlie discreet princess down to 
the little bine-eyed boy. Tell la jjetite Marie that I still remain 
true to her, though surronnded by all the beauties of Seville, 
and that I swpar (but tWs she must keep between ourselves) 
that there is not a httle' woman to compare with her in all 
Andalu-ua. With my kindest remembrances to Mons. and 
Madame D'Oubnl, and to my good friend, Mile. Constance, 
I am, my dear fiicnd, very truly yours, 

Washington Ibvinc, 
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Seville, . I Lily 21, ]828. 

My deab DoLGOROUKi : 

I fiuil if one -would not be forgotten by one's friends it is 
n saytkjp 1 ptl^ti 1 twHt novelty 

c If 1 gftg Id tlmltf sunburnt 
A dal an pi t y ur d 1 by tl b tl f a dip!o- 
Btlf dtlgytj dg, pf ptl? What can 
I till fS 11 tl ty I tl aid til mnd times? 

I know notliiug of its inhabitant';, foi I hv/e not min^leil with 
them. As to tlie famed beauty of its women, I am inclined to 
set it down aa one of those traditioml fhmgs tliit haa com 
menced in fact, and. been handed down fiom age fo agp, and 
from ti'aYcller to traveUei, tliough it has long since become a 
falsehood. There are beautiiul -women in bei ille as (txod be 
praised for all His meicies) theio art, m all other great cities, 
but do not, my worthy ind inquinng friend, do not come to 
Seville as I did, expecting a peifect beauty to be '^taring you 
in the face at every turn, or jou will bo awfullj disappomted 
Alla,g lly]kd wflby 

f m d h 1 f 1 d p f 1 

dp 1 m f dvid 1 Tl g 1 y f 

fmlf as ddfbloo lfl=s 

pi I ¥1 d I fa. f &i h 

wm fmh 1t1 Ifi dl 

wl 1 ! ! h h d k d flasli g y s, 1 1 dl 

p h wl 1 in 1 f g 

versation. As I have but few opportunities of judging of them 
in this way, I can only criticise them with the eye of a saun- 
tering observer. It is like judging of a fountain when it is not 
in play, or a liie when it lies dormant and neither flames nor 
sparkles. After all it is tlie divinity within which makes the 
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divinity witkoTit ; and I have been more fascinated by a woman 
of talent and intelligence, though deficient in personal charms, 
than I have been by the most regular beauty. 

I presume youi secretaryship * muUipliea your .labors, and 
with your usual Duende habits keeps you in a continual bustle. 
You repine at times at the futility of the gay and great world 
about you. The world is pretty much what we malte it ; and 
it will be filled up with nullities and trifles if we suffer them 
to occupy our attention. My dear Prince — I ask pardon — my 
dear Dolgorould — you have everything before you, and heaven 
has given you talents to sliape and _ mould this gay chaos to 
your own purposes if you will but set about it rightly. Fix 
your atteation on noble objects and noble purposes, and sacrifice 
all temporary and trivial things to their attainment. Consider 
everything not as to its present importance and effect, but with 
relation to what it is to produce some time hence. If a pur- 
suit — whether it is to lead to a valuable accomplishment, to 
add to your stock of serviceable knowledge, to increase your 
intellectual means, and give future dignity to your name. In 
society, let what is merely amusing occupy but the waste mo- 
ments of your leisure and the mere surface of yoin thoughts ; 
cultivate such intimacies only as may ripen into lasting ftiend- 
ships, or furnish your memory with valuable recollections. 
Above all, mark one line iu which to ezcel, and bend all your 
thoughts and exertions to rise to eminence or rather to advance 
towards perfection in that line. In this way you will find your 
views gradually converging towards one point, instead of being 
distracted by a thousand objects. You will be surprised how 

* Tlie Prince, before an AHachi, was now Secretary of Legation to tlie 
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soon you will become disenfengled from the thousiind petty 
^Eires, and petty pleasures, and petty troubles that are now 
spun round you like spiders' webs, and you will be smrprised 
also to find how full of really great objects the world is around 
you, but which you were prevented from seeing by the in- 
truding trifles at the end of your nose. 

Have you heard from Wilkie since his arrival in London ? 
I am extremely anxious to know how he finds himself afler his 
return in his own native country, and how his late paintings 
are relished by his countrymen. I saw lately the portrait he 
made of a little girl after his return to Madrid ; it was sent 
here to be forwarded to London, "When I recollect how slowly 
he used to work and how laboriously to finish, I am astonished 
to peiceive the facility with which he has adopted so opposits 
1 manner I think he has gamed gieitly in the freedom cf 
his pencil and the geiiei il eflect of his pimtnig' 

You on e oflernd me i Spanish work entitled I tl mk 
SI OTigen de las Indtas I am ju=t now engit.el n or e re 
searches in which I vnah to consult it, but cannot piocure it m 
this place If j ou ha\ e an opporfmntj I wi h you would send 
it to me, iMid I will return it when I have done with it. 

I regret extremely that there is no likelihood of your visit- 
ing Seville while I am here. * * * The chances of my 
return to Madrid are very slight, yet I cannot endure the idea 
that I am to leave Spain without seeing anything more of any 
of your household. But to return to Madrid would interfere 
with all my plans, and throw me again into the midst of 
friendly connections from which it would cost me painful exer- 
tions again to tear myself. * * * 

Farewell, my dear Dolgoiouki. Your friend, 

Washington Irving. 
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[7b Mr. Alexander U. Everett'] 

Sbhile.JqIjSI, 1S28. 

My dear Sib :- 

* * * I feel much obliged to you for your kindneas in 
repeating to me tlio favorable things which have been said of 
mj work I am almost entirely out of the way of hearing any 
thmg here There 13 one lact m nn histor> wliicli 1 have not 
seen pomted out, but wliicli I IhmU places tlie character of 
Columbus and his enteijiiisea m a different hght fiom that m 
which I had pieviously conteraphted them it 13 his advanced 
age Muiioz, and I tknk Eolieitson, had mide Hm bom 
about 1445 or 6 I make lum about ten years older ; a fact 
establuiied by the authority of the caiate of Loa Pilacios, his 
fnead md boat, ind corroborated by various othei circum- 
stances m h!3 life and his letters It ii= singulai that the pas- 
sage m tlie manuscript of the curate of Los Palacios should have 
been overlooked by the historians who had it in their liands. 
I think all the actions of Columbus, hia perseverance, his forti- 
tude, liis undaunted enterprises, receive wonderful additional 
force from his advanced age. 

I find Mr. Sparks is in London, prosecuting his n 
and endeavoring to bargain with Murray for his 
ence, &;c., of "Washington, though, according to Aspinwall, 
Murray fights rather shy ; being deterred by the size of the 
work. He cannot fiiil to make a valuable speculation as well 
as a very interesting work of it. 

I observe from your letter that Murray has not written to 
you on the subject of your work. I do not wonder at it. He is 
the most negligent man in his correspondence (for a man of busi- 
ness) that I ever had any dealings with. I have felt extremely 
vexed at times, until I found that he was so to everybody. 
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The work of Mi. Everett, here alluded to, was 
entitled " Amei'ica ; or, A General Survey of the Po- 
litical Sitnatioii of the several Powers of the Western 
Continent, with Conjectures upon their future Pros- 
pect-s," which Mtirray liad engaged to publish, and 
which was published by him before the close of the 
year. 

The arrangement with Messrs. Carey, Lea & Carey 
of PhUadelpliia, alluded to in the following let- 
ter, was an assignment of the right of publishing 
four of his works — Knickerbocker's History of I^ew 
York, the Sketch Book, Bracehridge Hall, and the 
Tales of a Ti-aveller, for seven years at $600 a year — 
an arrangement already referred to on a previous 



[To Peter Irving^ 

Setille^ August % 1S2S. 

My Dear BiiOTUER : 

* * * I liave been hard at work, notwithstanding the 
heat of the weather. The corrections of Columhus have cost 
me more time and labor than I had anticipated, for when I 
once begin to alter and correct, I know not when to finish. I 
have completed them, however, and shall send off tbe books by 
the first opportunity, 

I am working at the Chronicle of Agapida, and am getting 
tlie part that I have finished copied ; but this last is slow busi- 
ness, and will cause some delay. I tiust, however, to get it 
ready for the fall season. My chief fear of the work is that 
there will be found to be too much in it of the same kind of 
thing — that it may prove monotonous, and in some parts 
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lieaTy. I shall work it up, however, as niiicli as possible, and 
endeavor to ligliten it where it is weighty, * * * 

The letters from E. Irving are very satisfactory. I am 
glad he has made the arrangement with Carey,, as it will proba- 
bly be more profitable, and it will certainly relieve him from a 
vast deal of trouble. The works also will be put into wider 
and more active circulation. As to money matters, I feel quite 
easy at present in respect to them. I have no great care to 
make much money; my only wish is to be placed out of the 
reach of embarrassment, and I feel confident now that we shall 
neither of us have any further perplexity or tvo"u'-;lo on this 

Nine d&ys after the date of the preceding letter, 
Mr. Irving eet out in a calesa, on a rough journey to 
Palos, fourteen leagues distant, whence the little squad- 
ron of Oolumhus made sail for the new world. He 
gave to tlie public an interesting sketch of this visit 
in tlie Appendix to the second edition of Colnmbns, 
and the reader will also find some allusion to it in the 
following letter to Mr. Everett, which is in reply to 
one from that gentleman, enclosing a letter from Mr. 
Salmon, tlie Secretary of State, announcing tlie king's 
pennission for him to inspect Uie archives of the 
Indias, and giving him an extract from a critique on 
Columbus, which he was preparing for tlie North 
Amencan Review. 

Vol. II.— 15 (22) 
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[To Mi: Alexander H. Everett^ 

Sbtille, Aoguat 20, IS2& 

My DEAR Sir: 

Yoiw letter of tlie 12th inst. has made rae most deeply and 
irreti'ievably jom- debtor. I thank yon a thousand timea for 
your persevering liindnesa in procimng me the royal permission 
to inspect the archives of the Indiaa ; and I cannot but feel 
gratified by the very handsome manner in which it wag com- 
municated to you by the prime minister. I believe the keeper 
of the archives had not received tlie order, but the moment he 
read tlie letter of Mr. Salmon, he put everything at my dispo- 
sition, and he and his colleagues have shown me the most par- 
ticular and unremitted attentions whenever I have visited the 
archives since. I find nothing relative to Columhus that has 
not been published by Navarrete, excepting the documents in 
the lawsuit between the heirs of Columbus and the Fiscal, 
from which I have made some minutes. 

You are the best judge of the propriety of presenting a 
copy of my work to the king, and I will thank you to do as 
you think proper in the business. I should have felt diffident 
of snch a thing, as savoring of the vanity of authorship, had 
the idea originated with myself, but 1 have no hesitation wlien 
aanctaoned by your advice. I beg you will also express to Mr. 
Salmon how mucli I feel indebted to hira for his repeated cour- 

The extract from your critique on Columbus is so exceed- 
ingly flattering, tliat it qnite agitates me. If I thought I could 
really merit the eztent of your encomiums ! yet they are opin- 
ions which you are deliberately giving to tlie press, and I know 
you do not commit your judgment lightly or rashly. * * * 

I regi-et that I shall be deprived for a considerable time of 
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the benefit of your general criticisto. on. niv wi'itings, for I per- 
ceive there must be much, in your critique that would he ex- 
tremely Yaluable to me, in the daily exercise of my pen. The 
high eulogium witli wMcii it concludes is extremely exhilarat- 
ing to cheer me forwaid, but your particular remarks and occa- 
sional censures would let mc know where to put down my 
feet. * * * 

Last week I made a journey to Palos, to visit the place 
f wh C 1 mb said hfit ig f discovery. 

Tl J y tl I d I 1 1 t p t p with the 

u, 1 1 f Sp 1 p =iad b 1 1 as t ly giatiiied. 
1 1 d 1 tt t f tl d d t f th P na ns, a most 

p t 11 d pi t 11 tl ra Ij tw I years of 

g Ie.3thfil, 1 -fil, d ict H t t d me with 

g t h sj tality d qautd thi fmly conaec- 

t d p 1 m t y ] 1 bl in the his- 

f y f th p U Th P f m ly 1 11 numerous 

1 pp lly fl h g 1 th t of Colum- 

b I as t d 11 gl 1 h d p p Uj t Moguer, 

1 thbth pd by m mb f the family, 

d th f t 3, 1 fill d th p t f t t nd dignity 

of the little city. I visited Palos, the convent of La Rabida, 
the cKurch at which Columbus read the order for the caravals, 
the church where he watched and prayed all night aiter his 
retiirn, according to a vow which he hiid made in a storm at 
sea ; in short, 1 sought everything that had any connection, 
with him and his history. * * * 
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IjMNDING the heat too great at their cottage on 
-*- tlie smibunit " tablada" of Seville, Mr. Irving 
and Mr. Hall removed to a little eotintiy seat about 
three q^uarters of a, mile from the town of St Maiy, 
about eight miles from Cadiz, on the opposite aide 
of the Bay. 

It atands on a lull, [writes Wasliington to his Tirother 
Peter, Sept. 2, the day alter they had taken possession], com- 
maading an extensive prospect of sea and land, with Cadiz and 
its beautiful bay on one aide and the distant mountains of 
Eon da on anotlier. 

The letter continues : 
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I have just sent off to the steamboat Duke of York, which 
saSe immediately for England, a part of the MS. of the Con- 
quest of Grianada, and shall forward the residue as fast as I can 
get it copied — which is in truth hut slowly. I have seat about 
half of the first volume ; a full and favorable sample of the 
work, and have authorized Col, Aspihwall to dispose of it to 
Murray, or to any other leading and respectable bookseller for 
'2,000 guineas, or as near that sum as he can get. I sbould 
have preferred waiting until the whole manuscript was com- 
pletely copied, that I might have given it a careful revision in 
its entire state, but the delays of the copiers are so intolerable 
that I was in danger of losing the seafion, * * * 

I have sent off my corrected editions of Columbiis to Eng- 
land and America, but, in consequence of my visit to PaJos, 
aud my inspection of some documents in the archives of the 
Indias, I shall have to make a few corrections, wliicli I must 
forward by letter. 

I shall remain here until the end of September, peih.ips a 
little longer, and think I may then pay another visit to Seville, 
to look into the arcliives of tlie Indias. Mr. Everett procured 
me the royal permission to inspect the archives of the Indias, 
but it did not arrive until about a week before 1 left Seville, 
when the weather was so hot that it was almost impcesible to 
do anything, 

I shall remain Borne little time longer in Spain, until I can 
get more manuscript in sufficient train to ensure its completion 
hereafter without difficulty — the getting up the work on Gran- 
ada and the correcting of Columbus have hitherto engr(Ksed 
me, and may occupy me some little time longer ; after which 
I will endeavor to arrange other things, so as to be beyond the 
reach of chance or change of mind. I have qiuet and leisure 
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here to work, and with a httle assiduity may make ample pro- 
vision for all future wants ; but when I once leave Spain, I fear 
I shall for a Jong time he unsettled and incapable of working, 
r am haunted bj an inceasaat and increasing desire to viait 
America, and if I once get in motion it is a chance if I come to 
anchor again until I find myself at New York. I will en- 
deavoi, theiefoie, to provide against the possibility of such rest- 



I give a few exti-acts from his diary, commencing 
the third day after he and Mr. Hall had taken posses- 
sion of Cerillo, the country seat about a mile from 
Port St. Maiy, before mentioned, 

Wednesday, Sept. 3d— Rewrite article about Martin 
Alonzo Pinzon in the illustrations of Columbus. 

Saturday 6ft. — Finish articles about Pinzon — write one in 
a letter to Murray — inclose the others in letters to Murray and 
B. I. — evening write introduction to History of Granada. 

Monday 8?L — Go to Cadiz — two and a half hours crossing 
— write to B. I. — send letter via Gibraltar, containing correc- 
tions for Columbus — leave with Mr. Burton [the American 
constd.] MS. of the first half volume of Granada, to be sent to 
B. I. 

WedTiesday 10(A. — Incapable of working — walk out with 
Mr, Hall — ^latter on horseback — ^walk to seaside — bathe uear 
an old tower^— in the aflemoon walk to town. 

Tkwrsday Wth. — Find the persons of Mr. Crowley's house 
are coming out to take refuge in Uie Cerillo, through fear of 
the fever — cross to Cadia to consult witli Mr, Burton what 
course to take, as we must leave the Cerillo, and tlie country is 
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alarmed hy repovts of fever in Gitrall.ar, and cordons are 
drawing in vaiious places. 

Friday 12(A. — Make preparations to return lo Seville — 
learn lliat tlie steamboats are not permitted to come from 
Seville — our retreat in that direction cut off. 

Saturday I3th. — Seeking for a house in tte country. 

M day 15!/ — As. t t k th C cacol at about $15 a 

tl p Hy turn h d— tl this afternoon— [Tliia 

Ittl t t isas si t dist f Port St. Mary, and 

mdd fi VI ftl byanl city of Cadiz — Here 
H 11 w d tin d t fi J 1 1 ] 

Saturday 20i!i. — For several days past busy myself copying 
Conquest of Granada. 

Wednesday 24iA.— Read MS. of various things to Hall — 
cannot work — evening write letter to Mile. Bolviller — give 
account of visit to Palos. 

Sunday 28th. — Begin MS. of Vasco Kimes^— write but 
little. 

Monday 29th. — Write all day at Vasco Nunez. 

October 2d. — Vasco ISTuHez all day — write till 1 o'clock at 
night— [Vasco Nunea de Balboa, one of the companions of 
Columbus.] 

The same day he addresses a letter to Dolgoronki, 
giving some interesting pai-ticnlars respecting Wiikie 
and himself, of which I have space only for the fol- 
lowing extract : 

I have received a long letter from Muri-ay, and a very grati- 
fying one. The first edition of Columbus was nearly eKliausted, 
and he was waiting for my corrected copy to put a new edition 
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to the press Tf 1 t, 11 t d t Ij 

appears to I 

Wakie the k t 1 1 

liave eagtav d ti 

have sent p t f tl 

publication ; f t 

lishera, I -w 11 t II m t 1 t t I fly 

sanguine ab t 1 I h j t fim h d I tl k t 

nothing but t f It 

Geaaler h |pj a. 1 d t 1 

be. He is f ill f th bu. tl f f 1 g 1 us to wh h to 
conduct his bnd wl tl C eat A t t f 11 tl R isa as 
shall h&T-e t m t iJ k I t th m tt d g 1 ns t 
The Pope has already gi^en his holy sanction. It is a snblime 
thing for a man to have to gain the consent of the.se two great 
spiritual and temporal potentates before he can Idss his bride. 
It is really, according to the old saying, " moving heaven and 
earth " to effect his purposes. 

I am staying at a small country seat called the Caracol, just 
outside of Port St. Mary's, and commanding a fine view of the 
bay and city of Cadiz. Here I live qtiite oiit of the world ; my 
principal walk is on the terrace roof of the house, and I rarely 
receive a visit or pay one, but amuse myself reading and scrib- 

\To EheTiezer Irving,'\ 

Poet Si. Mjbt'b, Oct. 10. 1328. 

Mt dear Brother : 

By tjio ship Florida, Capt. Trip, about to sail from Cadiz 
for New York, I send you tlie greater part (if not all) of tlie 
manuscript of my new work. The Conquest of Granada. It 
will make about a thousand pages of the Sketch Book size. 
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1 wi^h you (o sell llie work to Carey, Lea & Carey ; that 
is to say, sell lliem ih<' light of publisliiiig an edition of a cer- 
tain number of copies Tliey offered me terms in a letter ra- 
ceived &ome time since, but ■which I have not at hand. In 
case I published a work like the Sketch Book or Bracebridge 
Hall, they offered specific sums for the right of publishing 3,000 
or 4,000 copies, or for the copyright.* * * * > 

Murray writes me word that he intends to puljlish a popular 
edition of Columbus — that is to say, one in a duodecimo form. 
He seems to be higUy gratified by the success of the work. 
I think it probable an edition of the same size would answer in 
America, However, you had better bargain with Carey for 
the right of publishing that work also. It is not wortli while 
^ving yourself trouble and perplexity for the sake of making a 
little more profit. The works will be profitable enough for my 
wants. Let the booksellers find them advantageous works for 
their trade. The last letter I . have received from Murray is 
tlie best critique X have ever had as to my general reputation 
with the public. He is about to set up a monthly magazine, 
free from any political or paity bias, purely literary and scien- 
tific. He has offered me a thousand pounds a year to conduct 
it, besides paying me liberally for any articles I might con- 
tribute to it. la fiict, the salary and other offers for casual 
writing would ensure me at least seven thousand dollars a year, 
besides what I might make by works published independently. 
I have declined hia offer, principally because I will not bind 

* The American copyright of the Conquest of Granada was sold (0 
Messrs. Cnroj & Co., of Philadelpliia, bj tlie brother to whom this lottei' is 
addressed, for Eve j-eDis, for $4,750, payable in 2, 4, 8, 12, and 18 mouths 
from tlie day of puhlication. 
Vol.. II.— 15* 
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myself to any trndertaking, however lucrative, that would oljlige 
me to 6k my residence out of America. 1 trust after this you 
will believe loe sincere in my inclination and inteation to return 
home. The offer, however, is highly flattering, considering 
that Murtray has the best talent of England at his command. 

The entry in Mr. Irving's meinorandura book, four 
days pi-ior to the date of the foregoing extract, is as 
follows : 

October 12. — Eeceive letter from Murray; offers £1,000 
a year to conduct a montlily magazine, and to pay liberally 
besides for any original articles I may insert ; offers one 
hundred guineas an article for contributions for t!ie Quarterly 
Review. 

The letter just given does not notice this last part 
of Mtirray's proposition, but in a communication to 
Peter, which includes an allusion to tlie entu'e offer, 
he says : " As for the Eeview itself" [the Quarterly], 
" it has always been so hostile to our eountiy, I cannot 
di-aw a pen in its service," 

It is a noteworthy fact in this connection, tliat it 
was afterwards made matter of opprobrium against 
him, that he was a freqxtent contributor to the London 
Quarterly, at a time when that periodical was distin- 
guished for its hostility to the United States. Cut of 
this I may spealt hereafter. 

The following letter, among other mattere of lit- 
erary interest, also touches upon Murray's offer of 100 
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guineas an article for contributions to tlic London 
Quarterly. 

[To Mr. Alexander K JSverett] 

My dkae Sir ; ''^''™ ^°' '""' "*" ^ ' ^^^^ 

* * ■* I have had two letters from Murray lately, in 
whidi he tfems disposed to make up for past neglect. He is 
about putting a new edition of Colambus to press, and is eager 
for all kinds of graphical illustrations, fac-similes, &e., that can 
be piucuied for love or money. Had he written this some time 
since, I could have procured liim something of the kind , now 
it wiU be difficult. He wishes also simdar illustrations for a 
Life of Cervantes that Mr. Lockhait is writing and wishes me 
to employ any competent person to til e fjr similes of lettei-s, 
unpublished poems, drawings of Cervintes lioii°e apartment, 
&G., giving me a carte Uanche as to expense. Do you know 
if anything of the kind is to he had ? 

Murrij his offered me a thousand pounds a 3 par to conduct 
a periodical magizine he it about HPttinfj up to be devoted en- 
tirely to literature and the irt^. without the least mixture of 
politics 01 persomlit) and to pav me libpially beiides for any 
articles I may contribute to it I have declined as I do not 
wish to engage in an'y undertaking that would oblige me to fix 
'my residence out of America ind mdeed I am unwilling to 
sliackle myselt with any periodical labor He aho offers me a 
hundred gmneis an irtitle for contiibutions to tlie Quarterly. 
This is estremely libeial but, unfortunatelv his review has 
been so hostile to our country that I cannot thinl of writing a 
line for it HtI it 1 -tn r fliei-VMse I could haidl> hive resisted 
such a temptation Since mj tour in the old kingdom of 
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Granada, I liave finished and transmitted n work for publicsi- 
tion on the subject of tiie Conquest hy Ferdinand and Isabella. 
I collected materials for it about two years since, having been 
struck with the subject ivhile writing the Life of Columbus. 
My brother assisted me in my researches, but after I had 
roughly thrown it into fonn, I felt distrust on the subject, and 
let it lie. My tour reassured me, and I took it up resolutely 
at SeviJle, and worked it into regular form. Col. Aspinwall, 
to whom I remitted the first part some weeks since, appears 
highly pleased with it, and has put it in Murray's hands, from 
whom I await a reply. It is in the form of a Chronicle, made 
«p from all the old Spanish historians I could lay my hands on, 
colored and tinted by the imagination so as to have a romantic 
air, without destroying tte historical basis or the chronological 
order of events. I fancy it is as near the truth as any of the 
chronicles from wliJch it is digested, and bas the advantage of 
containing the strildng facte and achievements, ti-ue or false, of 
them all. Of course it will have no pretensions as a grave 
historical production, or a work of authority, but I cannot help 
thinking it will present a lively picture of the war, and one 
somewhat characteristic of the times, so much of the materials 
having been drawn from contemporary historians. 

I have been residing for some weeks in the country in the 
neighborhood of Port St. Mary's, and I had intended to pro- 
ceed to Gibraltar, but the fever prevented me. I expect to 
leave this before long to retuni to SeviEe. * * * 

Can you give me any idea how the Presidential election is 
hke to be determined ? I have had no intelligence on the sub- 
ject for a long while. * * * 

In a letter of a Uter date (Dec. 13), Mr. Irvijig 
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writes of the Conquest of Granada to Priiiec Dolgo- 
roulii as follows : 

Tlie work whieli 1 forwarded to England fov publication 
some time since, is on tlie subject of the Conquest of Granada 
by Ferdinand and Isabella. It la a kind of Chronicle, made up 
from all the old clironicles and histories, printed or in manii- 
script, that I could meet witli. I have introduced nothing that 
is not foimded on historical authority, but I have used a little 
freedom of pencil in the coloring, grouping, &c., &:c,, aud have 
brought out characters and incidents in stronger relief than 
tliey are to be met with in the old histories. Notwitlistanding 
these liberties (which are intended to give it a romantic charm), 
I really believe the work will contain a fuller and more ckarac- 
teristic account of that remarkable war than is to be found else- 
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CHAPTER SXI. 



/~\N the third of November, Mr. Irving cai-ried out 
^-^ Ilia intention of returning to Seville, " to make 
researches in the library left by Fernando Coluinbus, 
and in the archives of the Indias," leaving his com- 
panion at the " Caracol," expecting soon to follow him. 
A fortnight later, as appeal's by his diary, Nov. 18, 
he received a letter from his brother Peter, informing 
him that some anonymous person in America was 
about to pnblish an abridgment of his Life of Colum- 
biiB, which, in his view, would be extremely injurious 
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to "both the work and himself: "as," he writes, "he 
must of course garble it, and mangle the style by 
alterations to avoid the law respecting copyright." 

As the history wouM probably come to an abridg- 
ment as a class or school book, Mr, Irving had in- 
tended to make one himself, but liad delayed, fear- 
ing it might prejudice the sale of the larger work, if 
issued too soon ; but now that he found liimself 
menaced with this interference mth his rights and the 
produce of his labors, before the extended history had 
been six months from the press, he set to work at 
once to cai-ry out his purpose, writing immediately 
to his brother Ebenezer, to announce a forthcoming 
epitome by himself. To this course, he was strongly 
urged by his brother Peter, to whom it appeared 
important to his interest, and the I'cpntation of his 
work, that he should prepare an epitome of it to pre- 
vent its being garbled and mangled hi the manner 
threatened. " Gibbon," he reminds him, " abridged 
his Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire ; Gold- 
smitli abridged his Histories of Kome and Greece, 
and the public was thus put in possession of valuable 
school books from the pens of those original authors," 
Then after one or two suggestions as to the reasons 
for the abridgment it might be well to state in the 
preface, to prevent the charge of book making, he 
adds pleasantly : " By the way, your case is similar 
to that of Goldsmith, stated in the preface to a collec- 
tion of his scattei-ed Essays. You recollect liis story 
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of tlie fat voyager, who waa to ftu-nish dices of his 
own bacon, to support liia shipwrecked eompanioiis, and 
insisted on having the first out himself," 

In liis reply, dated Nov. 19, the day sneceeding 
the receipt of this unpalatable news, Washington 
writes : 

Your information of tlie intended piracy upon Columbus 
annoyed me at iirst excessively, for I have ha<:l so much fag- 
ging already willi that work, tliat the idea of attempting an 
abridgment was intoleiable, tspecnlly as I have so much other 
matter to employ my time upon during the short period 1 can 
yet linger in Spain Still I cannot endure the idea that a pal- 
try poacher should carry off the fruits of my labors. I sat 
down, therefore, this mormng, and have already written about 
twenty pages, and now tliink I shall he able to digest the work 
into a very spirited and compact form, that will eventually be 
more profitable than the more bulky one, if not a better piece 
of literature. 

In a subsequent letter to Petei", of November 30, 
he ■writes that he was getting on easily and rapidly, 
with the abridgment ; convinced that it would make 
a most compact, interesting, and entertaining work 
in one volume, of a size to be widely and permanently 
saleable. " I thinlc," he adds, " the literary pirate will 
eventitally prove a benefactor." 

A fortnight later, he wi'ites to the same brother : 

I have fiaished the Abridgment, and shall send it off to 
America by the brig Francis, which sails from Cadia for New 
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Toik about the 22il mot I have had it coiied tl at I niigl t 
forward a copj to Murriy It will make iboit h\i huniied 
pij!;e3 of the Sketrh Bool or four hundred good full pages of 
oidmary punting I finished it in nineteen days — hard worL 
but I thmk it will be all the better for being iviitten off it t 
heat I have no donbt that it will prove a woik of extensive 
and durable aale All the passages anl scenes of atnkmg m 
tPreat are f^^en alnot entire and tlie o hei p^its are com 
pre''sed with clearness and fluency and without losinj;; m Ian 
guige I think thev gam in bpiiit by concioeneis Tl e vessel 
by wiuch it goes to Ameiica na- oiiginally idveiti^ei for the 
15th and to enable me to foiwiid the MS& min ■woman 
itnd child of my acquaintance here that nndeiatood English, 
■volunteered to assist in copying it, =0 that I had it copied 111 
the course of % very feiv days 

I have had ni mtp]lie;pnce f om Co! Aspinwall of any deti 
mte ainiij,ement with Mirra^ foi the Conquest of Gianadi 
Fiom the tenor of hi la.t letter howfver I feel satisfied he 
will get full terms but I 1 e^ to f u tU woil ^ jU lift 1 e 
published until spimg 

The copy of the abridgment for Mun-ay, mentioned 
in this letter, he gave to that publisher without charge, 
■who, it may be stated incidentally, disposed of an edi- 
tion of ten thousand for his Family Libraiy. If 
he failed of reimbursement from the more costly and 
estended liistory, the deficiency ■was no cloiibt made 
np by the gratuitous compendium. 

The same day he writes to Mr. Everett, in reply 
to a letter not in my possession, respecting some points 
in the History of Columbus, as follows ; 

Vol. II — (33) 
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[To Mr. Alexander H. HverelL] 

Sevills, Dec :S, 16SS. 

My tear Sir ; 

I am not certain whetlier I have seen anything of the 
work of Count Napionc on the question of the hirthplace of 
Columbus but I have an idei thit I found tte amoimt of Ha 
arguments ■stated m eome other woik It tppeat'! however, 
tlicit after writug two clisseitatio is on the subject, he left it 
stJl uniecided I examined carefully and painfully every work 
ind document I could tind relative to tJie subject, and it coat 
me several days of hirl and di^ investigation I cime to the 
opinion m favor of Genoa fiom the reisons stited m my illus- 
tralions and from vinous other trivial leasona Ihat I did not 
think it jmportint to =tate I conceived it proper to piy tUa 
IP pect to a question winch hni bpen mj,de a subject of such 
\ olummo IS control kt'y among grave men but having once 
settled my opinion I will take especial care not to un ettle it 
again I have determined nevei fo enter into dispute? upon 
^nv of these contested points They will cont nue to bt con- 
tested until thp day of judgment and there wUl never be 
wanted champions on botli sides m Italy to draw their pens and 
write volumes in the cause on the least provocation. Aa to the 
portrait at the Lonja, it is not likely to be a portrait of Colum- 
bus, but rather of his son Diego. It is too young for the ad- 
miral, and it is painted in a ruff, which article of dress was not 
worn in Spain until somo years after his death, in the reign of 
Charles V. Should Count Massimino send you the work of 
Kapione, I shall feel much obliged to you if you will let me 
have a sight of it. 

I have been indefatigably engaged for three weeks past in 
preparing aa abridgment of Columbus, I foimd that some liter- 



ijbyGoogle 



.ffiT.45.1 OF WASHIMGTOH IRVING. S5S 

ary pirate in America hail fidverliscd an intention to do so, 
wKich would not merely have robbed me of part of the fruits 
of my labors, but would have presented my work in a muti- 
lated and garbled state to my countrymen. * * * 

On the 19tli of December, Mr. Ii"\"ing transmits 
to liis brother Ebenezer, " by Midshipman Farrand, 
who was recently in Seville," a copy of tlie abridg- 
ment for publication in Amei-ica. 

I beg you will have it published as quick as posgtble pie 

writes]. Print a good number ; let it malse a volume of raod- 

t " and full, though clear and legible page, and let the 

p 1 moderate. Profit is of secondary importance. Man- 

g h matter so as to command a circulation, and to drive the 

p ashore. * * * if you have made a bargain with 

b k eller for the publication of the second edition of Co- 

11 y u may modify the bargain so as to include the pub- 

1 i this work, wliich I am confident will ultimately have 

w 1 nd general sale, for it has the maivow of the large 

work, and is abridged, I tliink, both spiritedly and fluently. 

The brother to whom this letter is addressed, it may 
be here stated, made an arrangement with the Carvilla, 
of New York, the purchasers of tlie first edition of 
ColumbuSj by which he disposed to them of the right 
of printing the second edition, and the abridgment for 
five years, for $6,000. 

It was before the transmission of this abridgment, 
■which was to find an undisputed field, and in the midst 
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of the incessant labor of his humed preparation, that 
Mr. Irving received the news of the death of the com- 
panion whom he had left at the " Caracol," and with 
whom he had spent so many months of lonely fellow- 
ship on the tablada of Seville, and outside the walls 
of Port St. Mary. The mournful event di'ew fi-om him 
the following letter, which I give from a copy pre- 
sei-ved among liis papers, and which is endorsed as 

having been addressed to Mre. , the cousin and 

heirofMr. IlalL 

M VI v\i 

Betae this Ipttei reaches vou joii tmU bultk'ss h-ive 
received mtelligencp of the d at! of jour lehtion ind my 
lamentel friend Mr Hill Having lived for ^e\eiil months 
together iii a state cf peifect seclusion in the tountij I had 
become intimately acquainted with the imassiimmi; woitli and 
amiahlenpss of his chardctfr and had eoncen ed i regaid for 
him which it wotald have taken years to foim in the caiual 
ntercoiirie of gnupril "ocietv It his heen a mT,ttei of deep 
affl ction to me tli it I should have been abseat at the t me of 
his death hid I aj-prebended sucb in event is being at hanJ 
nothing should have nducecl me to pirt from him Thi, leii 
dence in the vicinit) of Port St Mary hid agieed extremely 
well with liim Foi three months he liad been free from any 
spnting of blood and was altogether so much bettei than when 
I had first known him that I begin to entertain sanguine 
hopes of his recovery Untortimatelj he mounted his horse 
oae day after the animal had been for several days witliout ex- 
ercise. It was oxtreDioly restive, and reared and plunged, and 
worried Mr. Hall to such a degree as to render bim unwell for 
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two or tliree (lays, and to biiug on a return of the spitting of 
iDlood. He recovered from tliis, and for a fortnight appeared 
to be doing very well. I then took leave of Lim, and came to 
Seville, where he was to rejoin me in the course of a week or 
two. I had looked out for lodgings for him for the winter, and 
was daily expecting his arrival, when I was shocked by the 
news of his death. It appears that he had again impradently 
mounted his horse, which at about a mile's distance from the 
house hecame restive, reared, and fell with him, and rolled upon 
him. He never mentioned this circumstance, but it was related 
after his death to his servant by a Spanish gentleman who was 
present and assisted him to remount. He returned home ex- 
tremely ill. . Another violent attack of spitting, or rather 
vomiting hlood, was brought on, which proved fatal. 

I had repeatedly entreated him to give up his exercise on 
horseback, which I had feaied would be" productive of some 
unfortunate accident , but he felt confident of his horseman- 
ship, and thought the eseruse of service to him. 

It has been some consohtion to me to feel convinced that, 
though I was absent at the time of his death, he was in wont 
of no assistance ; foi he hid with him an excellent and most 
attentive servant, a German of the name of Sebastian Becker, 
who had been with ua ill the summer, and liad become much 
att^hed to Mr. Hall, and w<is much hked by him. There 
were also several English gentlemen m Port St. Mary disposed to 
render him every attention, and a German gentleman, Mr. Bohl 
(distinguished in the literary world), who during the whole time 
of our residence in that neighborhood showed us the most hos- 
pitable civihties. The latter superintended the funeral of Mr. 
Hall, which was extremely private, for such is the bigotry of 
this country, that a Protestant is regarded with hostility even 
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atttdi dcif li He In 1 t > 1 c bulled in tte evening in a field not 
fit fiom tic hju Tie English gentlemen resident mPoit 
St Mary .md the Rus'oan consul of Cadiz &c attended his 
fiineraJ He left £20 aH hi clothes horse Ki. &c to his 
Ber\ ant in recompense foi hii 1 md and deyoted attentions to 
Inm luring 3iis illnp^s His books and paperi w^ro to he sent 
to England ■ind I understand Mi Bohl nndertouk to firward 
tlcm 

I have given jou the e detiils as I [tes nellisfienls 
would be insioua to Icam son eti ng of the piiticuhr of his 
death and because I thought it woi Id he a con&uUtion for them 
to loiow that though he died among strangers he wis not 
neglicted hut was attenled fjillfdly ind 1 mdlj to tlie very- 
last I hd\ e the honor to b<- madam ^ eij rcspectf Uv J our 
ol elient 'tei'vint 

yt AbllJM- TUN iHVrSC 

In alluding to tlie death of tliis amiable and in- 
teresting companion in a letter to Brevoort, of Decem- 
ber 20, fifteen days after tlie date of tlie letter just 
given, Mr. Irving writes : 

He "was intelligent, well bred, and acconiplislieil. His mal- 
ady confined Iiim almost entirely to tlie house. Sometimes he 
rode out a little, and I accompanied him, either on horseback or 
on foot, but most of our time was passed at Lome, I writing, 
he drawing and studying Persian and Arabic. * * * I 
cannot tell you, my dear Brevoort, how moumfnl an event 
this has been to me. It is a long wliile since I have lived 
in such domestic intimacy with any one but my brother. I 
first met with this young gentleman in the house in SeviUe 
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where I am now boarding, and was insensibly interested in his 
precarious situation, and won by the amiablenesa and coi-rect- 
ness of his manaer. I could not have thought that a mere 
stranger in so short a space of time could have taken sucli a 
hold upon my feelings. 

It was tlie spirit of tliis young Englishman that 
t!iG author invoked, and as the anecdote lias already 
found its way into print, I will give it in tlie words in 
which I had it from liis own lips : 

" Hall," s^d Mr. Irving, " was i-atUer sceptical, and prone to 
speculate dubiously about the leihty of a future life T.nd the 
possibility of spectral visitation In one cf tlie-jp moodi dur 
ing a talk about ghosts, lie turned ■iuddenlj towirds me ind 
asked me somewhat abruptly Tihether I would be wjllmg to 
receive a visit from him after death if he ■should go befoie me 
as he was so likely to do? "Why Hall I rephed jou 
aie such a good fellow, and we have li\ ed bO amicably together, 
I don't know why I should fear to welcome your apparition, if 
you are able to come," " Nay," said Hall, " I am serious, and 
I wish you to say you will consent, if the thing is practicable." 
"Well, then," said I, "I am serious too, and I will." "Then," 
said Hall, "It is a compact; and, Irving, if I can solve tlie 
mystery for you, I engage to do it." 

After his death, the horse of Hall was brought to 
him at Seville, and one evening he rode him to their 
old retreat, at Oasa Cera, near that city. Here, sol- 
emnized by the scene and its associations, and recalling 
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their strange compact, lie breathed an appeal for the 
promised preseuee of his departed friend. But, said 
he, he did not come, and though I have made similar in- 
vocations before and since, they were never answered ; 
adding half playfully, half mournfully : " the ghosts 
have never been kind to me," 

It would seem from a letter of Hall, addressed to 
Mr. Irving at Seville, only a week before his death, 
that their residence at the Cai'aeol had not been with- 
out ite romance. " Sebastian," he writes, " had got 
hold of a stoiy of several robbers secreted in a cave, in 
the bank surrounding the Caracol. He has seen sev- 
eral crawl in and out on their hands and knees of the 
holes in the bank. The Capitaz says he fears to in- 
form against them, lest they should have money to 
release them from prison, and then we should all be 
assassinated. "We shall have thieves in the water jars 
next." 

It is a little singular, also, that their residence at 
Casa de Cera, on the tablada of Seville, was proved 
to have been a sort of robber rendezvous, and the 
keeper and his wife, before Mr. Irving left Spain, 
were aiTested for giving harbor to robbers, who were 
traced to their cottage, 

' 20th. — Mr. Irving writes to his brother 



I have just received a letter from Col. Aspinwall. He had 
received the last portion of my ConC[uest of Granada, but bj 
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some accident ■which I cannot comprehend, chapters 34 and 35 
are wanting. This will check the publication until I can sup- 
ply^ them. Unluckily, I have no copy by me, nor anything 
but my ro gli Inft of the worX a id cannot for the life of me 
eonceiTe wliat those chapters tie'it of, otherwise I eoiild sup- 
ply their place I =hall en leavor to devise some mode of get- 
ting out of tlie d lemma but at all events, I wish you to have 
those chapters cop ed imnied ately and forwarded by the first 
packet to Col Thomas Aapmwail American Consul, London. 
This is a mo t unlucky circumstance, as Murray seemed dis- 
posed to n ake 1 barg^m out ind-out for the work. His 
"Elbow Critic [Lockhart, Su Walter Scotts son-in-law] had 
read a coniiJcrabl ] iti n ot tl e MS,, and proaoiiiiced it a 
first rate work. 

Coleridge also had read it, Aspinwall wrote him, and pro- 
nounced it " a chef d'ceuvre of its kind." 

Decemher 21. — Unsettled all day, thinking of sailing for 
England to supply the loss of the MS. of Conquest of Granada. 

Monday 22. — Search all my papers this morning. By the 
merest chance find a memorandum in lead-pencil stating the 
contents of the two missing chapters. Draft one from my 
notes. 

Wednesday 24. — Conclude chapters missing, Send letters 
to Col. Aspinwall, with chapters. 

It turned out that the two missing chapters had 
heen sent in duplicate by his own niistalie to hia 
brother Ebenezer. 

Vol. II.— 18 
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On the SYth of Deceinlier, Mr. Irving received a 
letter from Co!. Aspiiiwall, informing him that he had 
made an arrangement with Miiri'ay, for the pvirchase 
of tlie Chronicles of Granada : 2,000 guineas, at long 
dates. "I have concluded everything with Mr. Mur- 
ray," writes tliat gentleman, Dee. 12. " He gives you 
your own price, "but the notes are to be at eight, twelve, 
sixteen, twenty and twenty-four months, from January 
10, 1829 ; the last note for £500, and all the rest for 
£400 each. The assignment is to be exactly like the last 
in terms, so tliat the property in the copyright will 
remain with you till the notes are paid." 

In noticing this arrangement in a letter to Peter, 
of December 27, Washington writes : 

You see, therefore, that the colonel has gone for the whole, 
and got me the outside price of 2,000 guineas. As to the 
length of the dates it is a matter of minor importance ; be- 
tween tlie old funds lying in the hands of the colonel and what 
I have in the handa of my banker at Madrid, I sliall be able to 
get on until within reach of tiie first instahnent, and shall prob- 
ably have other funds arising, as I sliall have to comply with the 
earnest request of an old literary friend, Allan Cunningham, to 
furnish him with an article for a Christmas work, to be illus- 
trated by Newton, Leslie, Wilkie, &c. He offers me for a 
short sketch and tale, or for either, any sum I may ask, from £50 
to £100. His object is, of coju^ to get my name in the list 
of his contributors. Murray also is very anxious for me to fur- 
nish him with a small popular volume. 
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I close the history of this year of the author's life 
with the following memoranda from his diary, begin- 
ning on the day succeeding the date of the foregoing 
extract. 

Deaenibsr 28(A.— Write a little at Don Eode rick— evening 
at home. 

29ift. — Write a little at Don Roderick— could not work 
freely — went to Clerigo to purchase books. 

30(ft. — Incapahle of working — change my -roata — evening 
at the opera — Crocciato — iutroduced to the Marcliionesa of 
Arco Hcrmoso, daughter of Mr. Bohl. 

Wednesday Zlst. — Call this morning with Mr. and Mrs, 
Hipkins on the Marchioness of Arco Hermoso — malce a long 
visit. The Marchioness relates many village anecdotes of the 
village of Dos Hermanos — return home and make a note of 
two of them — evening at home. 

Thus ends the year — tranquilly. — It has been one of much 
literary application, and, generally speaking, one of the most 
trancjuil in spirit of my whole Ijfe. The literary success of the 
History of Columhua has been greater than I anticipated, and 
gives me hopes that I have executed something wliich may have 
greater duration than I anticipate for my works of mere imagi- 
nation. I look forward without any very sanguine anticipations, 
but without the gloom that has sometimes oppressed me. The 
only future event from which I promise myself any extraordi- 
nary gratification is the return to my native country, which, I 
trust, will now soon take place. 
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CHAPTER XXII. 



npHE period of Mr. Irving's sojourning at Seville, 
-^ -where he had been since the third of Novem- 
ber, was continued through the months of Januaiy, 
February, March and April ; a visit to the Barbary 
States which he had ineditated in the interim, having 
failed of its accomplishment. In pui'suance of the 
purpose ^vilich I keep steadily in view, to make the 
author his own biographer, I intei'mingle some passages 
from his letters and diary, whieh will illustrate in his 
own words his life and literary plans and pursuits 
during these four months. 
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[7(1 PeXer Irving, at Havre^ 

SEnLi-e, Jan, 3 

My deak Brothek : 

I shall endeavor to get up the chroiiiele of tl:e 
soon as possible. The fag at the iibridgmeiit has i-ather tlirowii 
me out of the writing mood for a little while, but the tit ia re- 
viving. * * * 

In my last I mentioned my having received a letter from 
Allen Cunningham, begging me to furnish him with a short 
sketch and tale, or eltlier one, for a yearly miscellany to be 
published next autumn, similar to tlie German almanacs. I 
have not yet replied, for I fear to crowd myaelf with work. 
Yet I remember Cunningham for a worthy, pleasant, clever 
man. Ho is a friend of Wilkie's, and liis miscellany is to be 
illustrated by engravings from Wilkie, Newton & Leslie. I 
sliall endeavor to prepare something for him.* T feel anxious 
to majte the most of my present sunshine, but the very anxiety 
agitates me, and I feel at times a little perplexed what to take 
liold of 

[riAEv.] 

January $d.- — Write part of story of Enchanted Soldier of 
the Alhambra. 

Wednesdar/ Ith. — Finished in a lame way the story of 
Enchanted Soklier. 

Saturday lOth. — Write a little at the tales of the Alhambra 
— write to Prince Dolgorouki and to Don Diego Olemencia. 

My deah Doi.gosocki 

I am very greatly obligetl to you for your attention in for- 
warding me tlie di|)loma of the Eoyal Academy of History, 

* lie sect Cunningham " Tl:e Widow's Ordeal." 

HoseJbyGoOgle 
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and ■will thank you to remit tlie enclosed reply to Don Diego 
CJemencia, the Secretary. * * * i fgel very sensibly tlie 
compliment whicli the Royal Academy has paid me in making 
me a member, and should like to know to what member's 
proposition I am indebted for the measure.* 

I fear my chronicle of the Conquest of Granada will not 
answer the high antidpafiona you appear to entertain of it. I 
have been hazarding a kiiid of experiment in literature, and the 
success is in some degree a matter of chance. The Conquest 
of Granada has hillierto been a fertile theme for tales of 
romance and chivalry ; in tlie account I have given of it, there 
is notliing of love or gallantry, and the chivalry is the chivalry 
of actual life, as it existed at the time, exhibited in rugged and 
daring enterprises and rough, hard fighting, I have depicted 
the war as I found it in the old chronicles, a stem, iron conflict, 
more marked by bigotry than courtesy, and by wild and daring 
exploits of fierce soldiery, than the gallant contests of courteous 
cavaliers. However, the work will soon be published, and 
then you will bo able to judge of its merits ; but do not indulge 
in high expectations nor form any romantic idea of its nature. 

\To Pefer Jrvrng.'] 

Seville, Feb. 1, 1829. 

I am sovvy I cannot give a good account of myself for some 
weeks past. I have done little or nothing. I believe I over- 
worked myself in preparing the Abridgment, a great part of 
which I had also to copy in a hurry to get it ready for a ship 
about sailing. For some time after I was quite out of order, 
and was threatened with a return of the malady that once 
afflicted mc in consequence of a similar fit of vivid excitement 

* Tlio proposition came from Nflvarretc, 
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and application. Spots appeared oti my skin in various places, 
and I thought I should have had to take baths ; hut fortunately 
all have passed away, and I am in good health. I cannot, 
however, get myself fairly and warmly at work. I liare 
sketched two or three light tales, and have written a few of the 
early chapters of Don Roderick, but feehly and msati'rfactor h 
I sliall soon, however, get ia train again. The nind eh}i nd 
flows in these matters like the tide. * * * 

I wish a thousand times you could be h t j iss tl e 
winter witii me. This climate, throughout the giciter j.iit of 
t y a w ull exactly snit yon. There in almost peipUual 
Bun 1 a Fo the last five weeks I have had fire m m) loom 
but th e y little .occasion for it. "We m^l c occasional 

pat to tl countiy; chiefly to St. Juan de Alf irache a 

n nt tu t d on the site of a famous oH Mooi sh nastle 
about tv. o m le? fiom ^\ iHh It li on the brow of a liifl com 
manduig a beautiful view oi the cit) the windings of the 
Guadalquivir and the distint mountains of Ronda, &ic Here 
we dined on the gr,iss m the open iii on the third of January 
The country lool => as freah and green ind tl e an is as soft and 
genial as in the month of May in other countries. On last 
Sunday we had a little jimketing party at a country seat about 
three miles from this, and I cannot tell yon how delicious it 
was to ramble about the fields and gardens. Iii fact, you have 
ill this country for eight months of the year the delightful tem- 
perature of sprhig ; excepting that the sun at midday is apt to 
be too powerful even in the winter. * * * 

I had letters lately from . I am sorry to find he has 

paid two more dividends on my shares of 153. each, which 
makes the cost of tlie shares amount to £30 each. He says 
he has written to you fully on the subject. Do give it a 
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fliought, and decide for me. I am content to losa all that I 
]iave paid, so tliat I can get completely csoneiatecl. These 
demands always produce an indignation and irritation of spirit, 
that no profit can compensate for. * * * 

Tiiia last allusion refei-s to hie unfortunate invest- 
ment in the Bolivar mines, made at Paris in 1825, 
and ■which had ever since remained without productive 
value, while his reeoureea were tasked to meet the 
recurring demands for new assessments. He sub- 
sequently preferred to forfeit the shares rather tban 
suhmit to further exactions of the kind, sinking in 
this adventure, and the " shipments" before glanced at, 
more than the entire profits of the English edition 
of the Life and Voyages of Columbus. 

The following is in reply to a letter of Mr. Everett, 
received on the 10th, giving liim the result of tlie 
Presidential election, in which Andrew Jackson re- 
ceived 178 votes ; John Quincy Adams 83. 

[To Mr. Alexander II. Everdq 



Your statement of tiie relative number of votes for General 
Jackson and Mr, Adams' quite surprises me. It shows liow 
fallacioiia ate all calculations upon the humor of the people, 
since many of our electioneering astrologers were confident in 
their predictions that Mr. Adams would be reelected. I was 
rather sorry when Mr. Adams was first raised to the presi- 
dency, hut I am much more so at his being displaced ; for he 
has made a far better president than I expected^ and I am 
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lotli to see a man saperseded who lias filled hia station worthily. 
These frequent changes in our administration are prejudicial to 
the couiitry ; we ought to he wary of using our power of 
changing our Chief Magistrate when the welfare of the country 
does not require it. In the present election there has, doubt- 
less, been much honest, warm, grateful feeling toward Jackson, 
but I fear much pique, passion, and caprice as it respects Mr. 
Adams, 

Since the old general was to be the mam, however, I am 
well plev.ed upon the whole that he has a great majority, as it 
will, for the reasons you mention, produce a political calm in 
the country, and lull those angiy passions which have been 
exasperated during Mr Adams adniinlstration, by the close 
contest of nearlj baHnced partic As to the old general, with 
all Ins hckory chariJ-teribtic' I suspect he has good stuff in 
Iiim, and ^ill maKe a sagacioiLj, independent, and high-spirited 
president ; and I doubt his making so high-handed a one as 
ma:iy imagine. * * * As I give the old fellow credit for 
some degice of rough chivahy I haye no ilea thft he will jhy 
a petty, persecutu g game wilii his opponents -when tl ci opi o 
aition has been fair anl honorable I do not ajpiehend Uieie 
fore, many chinges of office from meie political pique at d I 
believe that a person like yourself who has flUed his office 
faithfully, ably and respectil h will never be molested *■ "^ 

The London newspaper Ins blundeied with respect to tl 1 
title of my ne-ft work It is cilled A Chionicle of tl e Con 
quest of Gfranada by Fiay Antonio Agipida I 1 avt 
adopted a nom de guerre as allowing me a freer '^cope m touch 
ing up and coloring the snljeit fiom ni\ imagimtjon 

I received recently 1 diploma t.'j correi,poi d ua, meml ci r f 

Y0L.II— 16* (24) 
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the Koyal Academy of History of Matlri.cl ; for wliich, I under- 
stand, I am, indebted to the friendly services of Mr. Navarrete. 
I am quite anxious to see this third volume of voyages, -which, 
I am told, is only waiting for a preface to be published. 

I am glad to hear Don Jorge is likely lo get his little work 
through the press. A Mr. Hackley, who arrived here not long 
since from Madrid, and who knows Don Jorge, gave me a most 
amusing account of his perplexities with the censor, who saw 
libel and treason against the king in the Spanish version of 
Kip Van Winkle. » » * 

F, S. I can say nothing positive as to a return to Madrid, 
but I do not Uiink it probable. I-regret that I did not set off 
some weeks sooner for the capita!, for I have been out of order, 
and the journey would have done me good : but I am now 
getting in train again, and, having my books' and papers about 
me, I do not like to unsettle myself for llie present. I have 
been disappointed in my hopes of being able to make researches 
in the archives of the Indiaa. I find the permission was con- 
fined to the papers relating to Columbus, and the keeper of the 
archives, though extremely civil and friendly, is rigorous in 
obeying the very letter of his instructions. I found it impos- 
sible, tlierefore, to obtain an inspection, of other papers relative 
to the early discoveries, and have not thought it worth while 
to make further applicaLion. 

[feom the DiAEy.] 

February \ith. — Receive letter from Peter, inclosing copy 
of letter from Carey, of Philadelphia, mentioning his liaving 
purchased copy of Granada. 

/, 1 7(A.— Tliis evening arrived thirteen British officers 



ijbyGoogle 



jET.id.] OF WASHINGTON IRVING. g^J 

— nine of them of the Frigate Dartmouth' — among them are 
Lieutenant Washington, &o, 

Wedfi£sday^ 18(A. — Visit eathedral with ofticers — dinner in 
memon- of General Washinglon. 

February 22d. — Saw the oflicera ofF in the steamboat — 
wrote a httle at Don Roderick. 

MareJi 1st. — Wrote all the morning at Don Roderick — 3 — 
Write to Peter, informing hini of my thonghts of going to 
America. 

[To Peter Irvinf/.\ 

My dear BnoTHER ; 

* * * I lia,ve had a partial retuiii of the writing mood, 
and have been laboring at Don Roderick ; but I shall have to 
go over and work up all that I have done, for it is not executed 
to my mind. Still it is a considerable advance in tlie execution 
of the work. I trust in a few days to finish the narrative of 
the invasion and perdition of Spain. You will probably be 
disappointed in the manner in which the work will be exe- 
cuted. I throw out a great deal, and rediice the whole to a 
ciironicle or legend that will take up perhaps but part of a 
volume. I have many reasons for so doing that I cannot de- 
tail in a letter. The original plaii would he too much like a 
transcript of the old chronicle by the Moor Easis, and would 
probably be stigmatized as such ; at the same time the material 
of the chronicle was too coldly extravagant and flimsy to please 
as romance, and could possess no merit as history. It also has 
heen so much harped upon by Scott and Sonthey as not to 
possess novelty with literary persons. A large work, there- 
fore, resting upon such materials, would run a risk of being a 
literary failure. The story condensed into a short chronicle or 
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legend, containing the most striking scenes at full length and 
with full effect, appears to nie more likely to hs suceeseful, and 
may be supported by sueceecling chronicles of Don Pelayo, &c., 
BO that the entire two voUimes will contain a variety, part of 
which will be entirely new (o tlie British public. However, I 
shall judge better of tliis as I proceed. In all my writiaigs I 
have to be governed by a certain tact which I cannot well ex- 
plain. I feel how a thing ought to be done and how I can 
render it effective, and if I go counter to this feeling I am 
hkely to come off lamely; yet I cannot reduce tliis feeling to 
any rule or jnaxim by which I can make my plan compre- 
hended in its essential points by others. As lo tins chronicle 
of Don Eodeiick, it has always been a flimsy kind of story that 
I lid t grasp firmly. It seemed to want substance in my 
hai d I think I now feel it, and have brought it to a Komid, 
8 b tant al form, which I can expand and ornament and render 
att a t * * * 

L nt 1 as just begun, ajid eveiy amusement liere is at an 
end. I shaB remain in Seville to see Holy Week in April, 
which is celebrated here with great splendor. I shall then 
take my departure, find hope that by tliat time I shall have 
some maimacript in such forwardness as to be able to finish a 
work while moving from place to place, so as to have it out in 
the course of the summer. The loss of this winter has put me 
sadly behind my calculations. I have a craving desire to re- 
turn to America, which has been increasing on me for the 
two yeara past, until now it incessantly haunts my mind and 
occupies ah. my dreams. I have s^d nothing positively on the 
subject in ray letters to our friends in America, nor siiall I say 
anything, for eo many circumstances and considerations have 
arisen to prolong my stay in Europe from year to year, that I 
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do not like to state plans which may be frustvatecl. I am now 
resolved to go as soon as I can arrange my papers, so as to have 
materials to worlc upon for some few months witliout the ne- 
cessity of much invention or planning. I Imow that otherwise, 
"on returning liome, 1 shall be so muoli distracted by society, 
&C., that I shall not he ahla to carry on any literary labor that 
requires leisure and calm thinldng. 

I may never have a more favorable time to return home 
than the present year, when I shall have one work just 
launched and another launching, and materials in hand for easy 
arrangement. If T defer it, God knows what may arise to pre- 

" The work just launehed," was the Conquest of 
Granada, and the other " launching," was the Voyages 
of the Companions of Columbus, now in readiness. 
" Tiie materials on hand for easy aiTangement " were 
a Sketch of the Life of Mahomet, prepared while at 
Madrid, and intended as introductory to other writ- 
ings, which he had in contemplation connected with 
the Moorish domination in Spain ; Legends of the 
Conquest of Spain ; Chronicles of Don Peiayo, and 
tlie Bueeessors of Don Peiayo ; Chronicles of the Om- 
miades (or tlie house of Omeya, one of the two lines 
descended from Mahomet), Clironicle of Don Fer- 
nando Gonzalez, Count of Castile ; Don Garcia Fer- 
nandez (his successor) ; the Seven Sons of Lara ; and 
Chronicle of Fernando el Santo (the Conqueror of 
Seville) ; all of which, with the exception of Mahomet 
and the Legends, remained for 0, long time in a crude 
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state in his portfolio, and were afterwards worked 
upon, tliougli he never gave them to the press, except 
some fragments in the Knickerboelier Magazine. We 
shall hereafter find, that as he was divei'ted from 
Columbus to engage npon tlie Conquest of Granada, 
ao lie was led aside awhile from his Life of Washington 
to take hold of these still unpublished chronicles 

[from the diary.] 
March 5lh, Ctk, 1th. — Don Roderick. 8iA.— Write all 
morning at Peiayo. 9rt. — Visit the cathedral library, and 
make notes. Idth. — Write at Peiayo — receive a letter from 
P. I. enclosing one from E. T., and an agreement with Carey 
& Co. 

\To Peter Irvivff, .E'sq,^ 

Sevillb, Moi-ch II, 1820. 

My dear Brother : 

I have youra dated February 24, inclosing the articles of 
agreement of Carey, Lea, & Carey. I am rigbt glad to have 
such spirited, off-haad booksellers to deal with in America aa 
these gentlemen. * * * 

1 sent a copy of tlie abridgment of Columbus to Murray by 
a vessel whicli sailed from this port some time since. He 
probably has it before this time. 

I have along letter from Wilkie, dated 30tli January. He 
eaid he had met with Price * a few days before at a jovia! din- 
ner at Listen's ; he enquired much after you and me. Ilis 
theatre, Wilkie says, ia now the favorite one, and even excels 
Covent Garden in pantomime ; there is a moving picture in one 

' Stephen Price, formerly manager of the Park Theatre, New York. 
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of the pieces, painted by Stanfield, and said to be one of the 
finest works of art ever seen in a theatre. Young Braiiam and 
Listen form the strengtli of Drury Lane. Listoa has twenty 
gnjneaa a night. Wilkie had met Kenney at Mr. Samuel 
Rogers'. Kenney wears well. He had met with Leslie and 
Phillips (the portrait painter) and their whole families, men, 
women, and children, at Petworth, the seat of Lord Egremont. 
Such is the princely style in which that nobleman entertaii^s. 
Leslie is a rising man, both in the esteem of his friends and the 
favor of the public. Newton has lately been elected associate 
of the Royal Academy by a great majority. He is painting a 
picture of Gil Bias receiving in the posada the first visit of the 
Queen of the Philippine Islands. N'e\vton, "Wilkie says, is 
more sought after, for his society, by the great people than any 
one in the profession. The very favorable notice of Columbus 
tjiat appeared in the Literary Gazette, the first notice that was 
published of the work, was written, Wilkie says, by Lockhart. 
Sir Walter Scott has applied to Wilkie, Leslie, and Newton, 
for illustrations for a complete and new edition of the Waverley 
novels. 

[To PcUr Irving, Rouen.'] 

My eeae Bkothkh 

I ha^e this dij lec m.d a eopv ol the Conqiiest of Gra- 
nada «ent to me uia Gil tiltar Murray infoims me that he 
ke?! s l)ick the publication of it in England untd the Catholic 
question H spttled as the pubhc can read, talk, and think of 
nothing else He says he has begun to print Moore's Life of 
Lord Byron ; he adds, " he has executed his task in the most 
masterly manner, and it will be, I feel confident, one of the 
most interesting pieces of biography that ever was written." I 
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heartily rejoice to heir tlii^ for Mooie's Life of Sheridan did 
not seem to give sufficient siti=fiction I ]inow he feds this 
subject tea times aa much is he did the othei Hl? Life of 
Sheridau was always a job that went igamit the giiin with 
him. Murray conchidcs his letter v,ith a painfiil piccf of intel- 
ligence concerning Moore, that he was " in daily apprehension 
of losing liis only daughter." Let me know if you hear any- 
thing on the subject. She was a loTciy little girl, and her 
deatJi would be a tenible blow to both her parents. 

Murray has published the Chronicle in a beautiful style, 
1 observe he has altered the title page. I had put "A Chron- 
icle of the Conquest of Granada by Fray Antonio Agapida." 
He lias inserted my name ; I presume to make the work more 
immediately salable, but it is an unwarrantable liberty, and 
makes me gravely, in my own name, toll many round unttutha. 
I here openly make myself responsible as an author for the ex- 
istence of the manuscript of Agapida, &c., &e. Literary mys- 
tifications are escnsable when given anonymously or under 
feigned names, but are impudent deceptions when sanctioned 
by an author's real name. 

I have just looked into the work. It reads smoothly, and 
I trust will have a good success among the literary ; but T sus- 
pect it will be heavy in the hands of mere readers for amuse- 
ment. The former kind of success is most desirable and most 
advantageous in the long run. Should I find tho Chronicle 
takes, I will be able to follow it up soon with the Livasion, 
&c. * * * 

The Chronicle, however, though regarded by Cole- 
ridge and other critical authoritiea aa a " masterpiece 
of romantic narrative," and pronounced by our own 
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noble poet, "William Ciilleii Bryant, " one of the most 
delightful of bis works," was not destined to acliieve 
a sufficient popularity to encourage him to persevere 
in the same line. 

Two days after tlie date of this letter to Pet«r," 
l-'rinee Dolgorould anived in the diligence from Madrid, 
to whom Mr. Irving had written a fortnight hefore, 
in looking forward to his speedy coming : 

I am quite overjoyed at the prospect of soon meeting with 
you. I shall certainly remain in Seville until you come, and 
shall feel a new delight in revisiting with you all the lions of 
this place. 1 feel so attached to Spain, that the thoughts of 
soon leaving it are extremely painful to me ; and it will be 
gratifying to me to take a farewell view of some of its finest 
scenes in company with one who knows Low to appreciate this 
nohle country and noble people. 

Mr. Everett sent hy him, as Mr. Irving had re- 
qirestcd in a previous letter, the Edinburgh Eeview, 
containing Jeffrey's critique on Columbus, and also, it 
would seem by tlie epistle which follows, the January 
number of the North American, containing the Min- 
ister's own review of the work, 

[To Alexander II. Everdt~\ 

Seviile, Apiil 15, 1S29. 

My deae Sib : 

Prince Dolgorouki has delivered me your letter and the two 
reviews you have had the goodness to send me. I liave read 
with the greatest interest and salisfnction your ample, masterly. 
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and beautiful revie'w of my ■writings, I do not l;now how you 
can imagine ttat there are any passages to wliicli I could take 
objection. You have, indeed, in giving a discriminating piece 
of criticism, pointed out certain errors into which. I have run, 
and deficiencies wliich-are incident to my nature ; it was your 
duty to do so. I am conscious of the truth of your remarks, 
and in making them you enhance the value and the authority 
of the exuberant encomiums you liave passed upon me. A 
mere friendly eulogiiim would have had no weiglit with the 
public, and would have been very unsatisfactory to myself 
Having spoken your mind freely about my defects, I feel the 
more coufldence in your praises, and after making fill due allow- 
ance for the effects of personal intimacy and kindness, I assure 
you it is deeply gratifying (o I'cceivc such praise from such 
hands. 

* * * I feel certain that there must be many incorrect- 
nesses in my writings, for though I labor sometimes carefully 
at parts, I often write very rapidly ; and what I wiite with 
fecility and spirit I am not apt to retouch with any great so- 
licitude. I labor more to bring up careless and feeble parts to 
a tone and keeping with the rest, than nicely to finish what 
appears to me already good. Columbus had more slovenliness 
of style in one stage of its preparation than any work I ever 
wrote ; for I was so anxious about the verity of the naiTative, 
and had to patch it together from so many different materials, 
that I had no time to think of the language. It was not until 
I had completely finished it as to fact*, that I went over the 
whole of it and endeavored to bring up the style. 

I give a few of tlie entries in liis diary between the 
date of the foregoing letter aiid tLat which is to follow : 
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April l&th. — Miserere in tlie cathedral in tlie erening — 
walked in the cathedral with Dolgorouki until half-past eleven. 

nth. — Went with Prince Dolgoroaki to tlie church of St. 
Thomas, to see the painting hy Zurbaran — wrote letter to 
Madame D'Ouhril^ walked about Seville by moonlight with 
Dolgorouki. 

1 8;/,. —Rending of the veil at the cathedral. 

22d. — Sat for likeness to Escacen^i — write letters to the 
little D'Oubrils. 

This last employment, in one naturaliy disinclined 
to letter writing, illustrates liis fondness for eliildren, 
of which, and their fondness for liim, there are many 
indications in the letters addressed to him : 

"The ehUdren desire to be remembered to the 
chocolate merchant, and to assure you that they have 
not forgotten Hempen House, nor the German princess 
with the long nose ; " writes Mv. Tliomas Aspinwal! 
to him at one time, and again at another ; " Madame 
and all the young fry desire their kindest remem- 
brance, Tliey have picked out a tree for you to lie 
under, and tell them stories when you come to High- 
gate next summer," 

In the following letter we find Mr. Irving about to 
take another look at Granada. " I had intended," he 
writes to Mr. Everett, " to visit the African coast ; 
merely Tangiers and Tetuan, for a few days to get a 
peep at the turbaned Infidels in their own towns, but 
I fear I shall have to abandon the intention, as I find 
the Austrians are blockading Tangiers." He was the 
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more desirous to visit Granadsi a second time, as he 
would now see it in all the beauty of its vegetation, 
and when he was tliere before, the spring was not far 
enough advanced " to leave a full idea of the charms 
of the sceneiy," 

[3!) Peter Irving, Rouen.l 

Seville, dptll 2B, 182S. 

My DEAR Brother; 

s s * ijjjg (]^y af(pr to-morrow I set off on horseback 
witli Prince Dolgorouki for Granada, where I me^n to indulge 
my^lf with a Insurious life among tlio groves and fountains 
of the Alhambra. I shall be there in tiie most splendid season, 
with moonlight nights. If I Lave a writing vein there, of 
which I am in hopes, I eliall remain there for a month or sis 
weeks. I beg you, therefore, to continue to write to me to the 
care of Don Miguel "Walsh. 

I liave just received Navarretc's third volume, and will 
look over it to see wliat corrections it wiU he necessary for me 
to make in my History of Columbus. 

I write ill extreme liaste. Let me hear from you often. 
You. have the true art of letter writing, for your letters alwaj's 
present the briglit side of tilings, and put me in good liumor 
and good spirits. 

I will write to you at mote length from Granada. The 
prince and myself travel alone. He came down here in com- 
pany with the French ambassadress and a large party, but de- 
serted them all to remain with me. He is of an amiable tem- 
per and a most affectionate disposition. * » * 
Your affectionate brother. 

"Washikgtok Irving. 
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CHAPTER xxnr. 



60J0UIiN IS THE 



~\ /TE. mVING left Seville on the first of May, in 
_LVX company with the Prince Dolgorouki, and 
after a pleasant journey of five days on horseback, 
of which he has given us some particulars in the Tales 
of the Alhambra, arrived at Granada. On the 12th 
of May, he left the Posada de la Espada, in -which he 
had lodged on his arrival, and took np his residence 
in the Governor's quarters in the Alhambra, who had 
given him permission on the day previous to occupy 
his vacant apartments in that august old jjiie. 

His letters speak with delight of this romantic 
residence 
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You see [lie writes to Peter, May 13] I date my Ifitter 
from the old Moorish palace itself; for yesterdny, by permission 
. of the Governor of the Alhambra, the PrJBce and myself mOTed 
into one of its vacant apartments. You may easily imagine 
how deliglitfully we are lodged with the whole pile at our com- 
mand, to ramble over its halls and courts at all hours of day 
and night without control. The part we inhabit is intended 
for the Governor's quarters, but he prefers at present residing 
down in the city. We have an excellent old dame and her good- 
humored, bright-eyed niece, who have charge of the Alliambra, 
■who arrange our rooms, meals, &c., with the assistance of a tall 
servant boy ; and thus we live quietly, snugly, and without 
any restraint, elevated above the world and its troubles. I 
question if ever poor Chico e! 2ogoyby was as comfortable in 
his palace. 

On the verj evening of hia occupation, he was 
sui'jjrjsed by a visit from his nephew, Edgar Irving, 
son of his brother Ebenezer, a midshipman in the navy, 
who was returning home from a cruise in t!ie Mediter- 
ranean, when he heard of his being there, and left his 
ship at Gibraltar to pay him a visit. His sudden ap- 
pearance in this romantic abode, was, writes his uncle, 
" as if he had dropt from the clouds, or been conveyed 
by some enchantment of tlio palace," On the morning 
of the 16th, the prince set off to continue his tour 
through Andalusia, and the following day his nephew 
took liis departure for Andujar, Cordova, Seville, and 
so back to Gibraltar, leaving him the solitary tenant 
of tlie Alhambra. 
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Tlioiijrli I felt rather lonely and doleful after your depart- 
ure [he writes to hia nephew at Seville], yet I considered it 
fortunate that you departed when you did, for you would have 
found it excessively dismal here ; the weather being wet and 
gloomy, and so cold that for a day or two I had to remain the 
whole of tlie time wrapped in my cloak. For my own part, I 
managed to occupy myself with my pen and papers, but I ap- 
prehend you would have found it a cheerless life to stroll about 
the cold marbk halls even of a palace The return of fine 
weather and sun tune has again restore 1 all tl e charms of thi 
Alhambra I tdko my hreikfa«t m the 'ialoon of the ambass'i 
dow or the murt of the Lions an] m the evenmg when I 
throw by my pen I wander about the olil palace imtil qiiite 
late, with nothing hut bats and owls to keep me company 
Little Dolores, the bnglit-eyed Spanish giil \iho waits upon 
me, cannot compreliend the pleasure I find in these lonesome 
strolls; as notlung would tempt her to ventuie dov^n mio the 
great dreary cotut" and halls of the pal ice ^fte] dirk and 
Matteo Ximenez the nggel historiin who brubhes my clothei 
is sadly afraid I am very meknt.iioly 

To the father he writes : 

I really felt heavy at heart when I hid him farewell, as be 
mounted his horse at the lower gate of the Alhambra, and I 
was for a long time on the top of the tower of G-oiiiares, watch- 
ing him with a spyglass, its I caught glimpses of him at the 
turpings of tlie road across the Vega, until I lost sight of ItJm 
and his tall trudging guide, as they disappeared behind the foot 
of the mountain of Elvira. It reminded me of some of the 
poor Moors, who must have often watched from this tower the 
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march of aimiea in tliat direction, as he departed hy the Bridge 
of Finos and ihe Piiunto dfi Lope, the most famous pass in the 
lime of the Moorish wars. 

Seven days after the departure of the prince, he 
writes to him : 

My dear Dolqorouki : 

I have had great pleasure in receiving your letter from 
Malaga, by wliich I found that you had arrived so far in safety. 

* * For a day or two after the departure of yourself and my 
nephew, I felt somewhat sol ary, eapee illj wl le the weather 
was clouded and rainy ; but I got at work among my books 
and manuscripts, and have become q^u te 1 isy and cheerful. 

* * The evenjiig of the day of yo u departure t! e Duke of 
Gor paid me a visit in the Alhambra * * Tl e next day I 
dmed en famiUe witk the duke there were two ri three geutle- 
men present besides the f imily, ^nd I found the parli estremely 
agreeable I hi^e smce cilkd at llie house m the morning, 
■md found the duches'^ eurromided bj her beautiful cluldren, and 
occupied m leaching ■^omctf them to write The duke has 
many old Lhronicks S^c and some curious manuscupts, wliich 
he lias offered to lenl me, and has undertaktn to procure me 
accesb to the con^entud hbriiie '^o that I ha^t no doubt I 
shall Imd him inl !ii& famd/^in irquaintani ti ictlv to my 
taste 

The day before yesterday the Alhambra was invaded by a 
detachment of British officeis, no less than seven, I dine with 
some of them tO'day, who are ([uartered in a Fonda, just at the 
foot of the hill of the Alhambra. * * * 

The death of the Queen has completely closed the opera for 
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a long time. I shall have, tlieriifore little inducement to tlesceTid 
ioto the city. I have been dowa but once in the course of 
several days. I feel perfectly delighted with the sweetness and 
tranquillity of my quartets, and as they will be daily improving 
in tiieir cbamis as the weather settles aad grows warmer and 
more suimy, I think I shall feel some difficulty in tearing my- 
self away from them. * * * 

Dolores and the Tia send you a thousand expressions, but 
given with such volubility, and in such an Andalusian dialect, 
that I cannot understand half of them, 

I am, my dear Dolgorouki. ever your attached friend, 

■Washington Irving. 

To bis friend Henry Brcvoort, he writes tlie same 
day: 

I have this morning received your most welcome letter of 
the 30th Marcli, which you forwarded to my brother Peter. 
You see I am still lingering in Spain, and I declare to you, I 
feel so much interested by tliis noble country and noble people, 
that, tliough I Lave from time to time made resolutions and 
preparations to leave them, I have as often postponed my de- 
parture. By the date of my letter you will perceive I am 
royally quartered. I came to Granada about three weeks since, 
to pass a little time here during the finest season of the year, 
in company with a young Eusaian prince, the Secretary of the 
Russian Legation ; and the Governor of the Alhambra finding 
us poorly lodged in the town, gave us peimission to tal.e up 
our residence in a comer of tlie old Moorish palace, which had 
been assigned , to him for his quarters, but which he ha 1 not 
taken possession of. Here, then, I am nestled m one if th; 
Toi- H.— ir (35) 
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most remarkable, romantic, and delicious spots iu the world. I 
have the complete range, and I may say, control of the wliolo 
palace, for the only residents beside, myself are a wortliy old 
woman, her niece and nephew, wlio have charge of the build- 
ing, and who make my bed, cook wj meala, and are all kind- 
ness and devotion to me. I breakfiist in the saloon of the am- 
bassadors, or among the flowers and fountains in the court of 
the Lions, and when I am not occupied with my pen, I lounge 
with my book about thfise oriental apartments, or stroll about 
the courts, and gardens, and arcades, by day or night, with no 
one to interrupt me. It absolutely appears to me hke a dream ; 
- or as if I am spell-bound in some faiiy palace. * * * 

I think I shall be tempted to remain heie for lliree or four 
.weeks longer at least. I wish to ejijoy the delights of this 
place during the hot weather, and to have a complete idea how 
those lasowing Moors enjoyed themselves in their marble halls, 
cooled by fountains and running streams. 

I thank you for the information you give me concerning the 
publication of my works. I am not sorry that the publication 
of the second edition of Columbus is retarded, as I may have to 
make a few alterations and corrections, in consequence of having 
just received Mr. Navarrete's (bird volume of documents, con- 
taining some relative to Columbus. For the same reason I am 
willing the Abridgment should be held back. If there is any 
particular reason, however, for hastening tjie publication of the 
latter, let it take place, as the corrections wonld not be very 
material. 

During my sojourn in the Alharabra, I shall have leisure 
and quiet to look over my mannscripts and to get them in order, 
so as to present some otlier work to the public before long. I 
shall also note down the corrections io be made in the History 
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of Columbus, * ''' * Your particulars concerning oiu ati- 
.cient cronies are peculiarly gratifying to me. Indeed, my tlear 
friend, you cannot ijnagiiie how I dote on tlie remembrance of 
old friends and old times. I Imve laughed heartily at your 
accotint of that bulbo\i8 little worthy. Jack Nicholson, Give 
my hearty remembrances to him, and teU Lim I set as much 
store hy him as ever, notwithstanding he does not write me 
sjiy more letters. I am rejoiced to hear that * * * has 
at length come uppermost iji the political wlieeJ. What a 
whirligig world we live in ! and then to have * * * for 
his faitlihil Squire I I think it a pity fat Jack Falsfaff had not 
lived iu these piping times, I'll warrant me he would have had 
the robbing of the exchequer. 

Your account of yourself is particularly encouraging — " that 
yoa might pass yourself off for a fresh bachelor of 35 " — God 
bless us I who knows but I may be the same— though I 
must confess, I think I am begmning to wax old as doth a gar- 
ment, and am, like Jack Nicholson, gradually increasing in the 
belt. However, T begin to grow hardened and sliameless in 
the matter, and have for some time past given up all gallanting, 
and declared myself an absolute old bachelor. 

You seem to be all masking mad in New York. I am 
afraid our good eity is in a bad way as to both morals and 
manners, What tjie cities of the old world take moderately 
and cautiously she gets roaring drunk with. . I must say all 
tliis riotmg and danciijg at the theatres, with public mtsquer- 
ades every night in the week, has a terribly low-lived, disso- 
lute, vulgar look, "VVe are too apt to take our ideas of English 
life fi'om such vulgar sources as Tom and Jerry, and we appear 
to be Tom and Jerrying it to perfection in New York. 

Give my kindest remembrances to your good parents and 
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toall the Kenwick family. It gives me sinceie deliglit to hear 
that Mrs. Benwiek enjoys such good health and good spirits. 
My dear Brevoort, the happiest day of my life .will be ■wlien i 
once more find myself among you all. We will then talk over 
old times, and vaunt as much of our old feats and old frolics as 
did ever Master Shallow and Pat Jack. I have got so entan- 
gled, however, in literary undertakings here in Bu.rope that I 
cannot break away without interrupting all my schemes, and 
sacrificing profits which a httle time, patience, and perseverance 
will eaafole me to realize, and which I trust will secure me a 
moderate independence for the remainder of my existence. This 
alone keeps me from immediately returning. My dearest af- 
fections are entirely centred in my country. 

Your afieetionato friend, 

W. Ikvixg. 

It was on the day of tlie date of tliis letter, tliat 
the Chronicles of Granada, which had appeared in 
New York on the 20th of April, were published in 
London, the work, though ready, having heen kept 
hack by [Murray in consec[uence of the Catholic Eman- 
cipation (juestion, which then occupied the minds and 
attention of everybody. In July, Aspinwall wrote 
him that Murray said it did not sell well, but that 
IJ'ewton was delighted with it, and Coleridge considei'ed 
it the chef ^tnuvre of its kind. Peter, who had set his 
heart upon his sticking to his imaginary chronicler, 
and completing his projected history of Moorish domi- 
nation in Spain, \tnder the guidance of tliat deluai^e 
personage Fray Agapida, wrote him that though 
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BOJiiG disliked the fiction of Agapida, and the dashes 
of comic humor gravely given through him, yet that 
many persons of taste and judgment, whose favorable 
opinion was no sliglit sanction, were delighted with 
the amusing manner by which censure is conveyed by 
the tigoted and ill-directed praises of the old chron- 
icler. The moral and the lesson, he observed, were 
both perfectly given in his view, while the mode of 
effecting the oliject was both original and highly enter- 
taining. 

At the date of the following letter, the author was 
about putting the finishing touches to Tlie Legends of 
the Conquest of Spain, which were bronglit to an end 
"in the Alhambra, Jmie 10, 1S29," though six years 
elapsed before their publication.* 

[2!) Pekr Irving. Rouen!\ 

My dear Bbothi p 

* * * I laip hepii w ml ing 1 r 'imo days pasr upon 
tiio story of the Ima=ion by the Moot', part of wiiat I have 
done I think wiE [leise iDut I cannot help contracting tlie 
mliole into very moderate limits There ire no enfastantial ma- 
terials for an ample clnonicle hke the Conquest of Granada. 
The history of Don Kodencl. as geneniiy admitted by chron- 
iclers, lies witliin a nairow compass lo follow the chronicle 
of the Moor Basis m all its detaila would be to ride the inven- 
tion of another, far it is ju^t as much i fii,t[on as the Gonsalvo 

" The Legends close ns follows : " Written in the Alhamlira, June 10, 
1839." " Finished Don Eo.deiiet," is the entry in his diary of June 11. 
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of Cordova of Florini), anil a greal part of the ficHon is flimsy 
and ill had tasfe. 1 will do ^vliat I am with it, but I liaye an 
iiitenia! feeling in tliese matters which is tyrannical with me, 
and which I vainly strive against ; or if ever I do work against 
it I am sure to come lamely off. I liave picked some parts out 
of the chronicle of the Moor ■whick worked up with materials 
from other writers ore admirable, and will add great riclmesa 
to the usual course of his history. But ilie greater part of hia 
Episodes I have had, on mucli reflection, and after repeated 
trial, to reject. I am anxious before I leave my present quiet 
retreat to put otlier manuscripts in order, so that I may have 
materials to work upon with facihty, even in the midst of dis- 
tractions i but I find it difficult just now to apply myself with 
the vigor and assiduity I could wish. My mind is not suffi- 
ciently quiet and composed. I am full of anxiety to return 



Tlie day preceding the date of tlie letter whieli fol- 
lows, Mr. Irving vacated tlie Governor's apartments in 
the Albamtra, and moved his bed into the little 
chamber looking into the garden of Lindaraxa. 

The arrangement with the Oarvills, referred to in 
the opening exti'act, was the sale of tlie eopyriglit of 
the second edition of Columbus and the abridgment, 
for Ave years, for $6,000. 

[To PeitT Irving, Houen.'] 

My DEAE Brotheh : 

* * * The arrangement made by E. I. with the Car- 
vilis is very satisfactory. I am sorry, however, to find that 
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Carey has published the Conquest of Granada on tho 20t]i of 
A))!'il ■ I repeatedly requested that t!ie work should not be 
pubtiahed in America until he received news that it Lad ac- 
tually been published ia England. By .1 letter received this 
day from Col. Aspinwall, I find that Murray has not yet pub- 
lished it, and probably will not do so until the proroguing of 
Parliament. '^ "^ '" 

* * * Nothing could be more favorable ior study and 
literary occupation than my present abode. I have a room in 
one of tho most retired parts of the old palace. One window 
looks into the little garden of Lindaraxa, a kind of patio, full 
of flowers with a fountain in the centre ; anotlier window loolcs 
down upon the deep valley of the Darro, whicli murmurs far 
below, and in front of the window, on the breast of a mountain 
covered with groves and gardens, extends the old Moorish 
palace of tlie Generalife. I have nothing but the sound of 
water, the humming of bees, and tlie singing of iiiglitingales to 
interrupt the profound silence of my abode; and at night, 
stroll until midnight about the galleries overlooking the gar- 
den and the landscape, which are now delicious at night from 
the brightness of the moon. 

I am determined to hnger here until I get some writings 
under way connected with the place, and that shall bear the 
stamp of real intimacy with the charming scenes described. 

It is a singular good fortune to be thrown into this most ro- 
mantic and historical place, which has such a sway over the im- 
aginations of readers in all parts of the world, and I think it 
worth wliile departing from my original plan and remaining 
here a little while to profit by it. 

I am so delightfully situated that I descend but rarely into 
Granada. I have a very escellent place of resort there, how- 
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ever, in" the house of the- Duke of Gor, He is between thirty 
and forty years of age, extremely prepossessing in liis appear- 
ance, frank, friendly, and simple in his manners ; one of the 
hest informed and most public -spirited men in the place. The 
duchess is perfect amiability, and they have a charming family 
of children. The dake has a curious library, ■which he has 
offered for my use. He has procured me permission also to 
visit when I please the old Jesuit library of the university, 
where I am lei^ to myself with the keys of the bookcases, to 
pass the whole day if I please, rummaging at perfect liberty. 
At the duke's table I have made two or tl rpe very j leasant ac 
quaintances, particularly tl e M^ri is of Sil-vc (Hernando d 1 
Pitlgar), the regular descendant of El ie Jas Hazj/ii'! Hi. I's 
a young man, of pleasant manners aid wjth pleasant counte 
nance, full of good humor I am t) 1 ive the rummag ng of 
the arcliives of his family on Munday nest anl to see the 
grants, &c., given to h s ancestor by the C atholii, so\ ere gns for 
his exploits. The caper ff nfering Granada and ded eating 
the chief mosque to the "V irgin aj pears to have been a reil 
fact, as it is particularly ■specifie 1 m the erant of Charles V 
allowing the descendint cf P ilgii alwiys io s t in the choir 
There are various circumstances conremmg this n aicap 1 ero 
and liis privileges which ire current among (he g od j eople of 
Granada, with whom his memory is held in great regard. ■! 
shall carefully gather them and dress them iip for use. * * * 
The Chronicle of the Conquest of Spain is grave through- 
out ; perhaps in one or two places there is a gleam of humor ; 
but I thought it misplaced in such a subject, and likely to dis- 
please the reader. Nothing has a more trivial or indeed heart- 
less appearance than a jest introduced amidst scenes of real dig- 
nity and distress. * * * 
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[To Prince DoJgrr I ] 

Aluihbba June 15 1629 

My DEAR DoLOOBouKi : 

Your lett«r from Suville was highly gratifying to me * * 
How I regret you could not have remained here some 1 mc 
longer with me. With all your raptuiPS about Grinada jou 
scarcely know anything of its real chirni': The Alh iml n r 
quires warm summer weather to make one seniiible of its pe 
culiar delights, and as to the beauties of the scenerj they aie 
only to he found out hy quiet strolls n all direction'^ buch 
delicious walks as I have found out ' and suth enchintmg 
prospects ! really surpassing anything we hive een together 
And then I tave sucii a chamber ! "Y ou remember the 1 ttle 
suite of rooms locked up, where the Italian art st ■woikel who 
had heen repairing t3:e Alhamhra. It is on apartment built 
either by Charles V, or Philip, and terminates m the open gal 
lery where Chateaubriand wrote his name on the wall. I have 
taken possession of that apartment, and one room is very com- 
fortably fitted up as my bedroom and study. I never had such 
a delicious abode. One of my windows looks into tlie little 
garden of Lindaiaxa ; the citron trees are full of blossoms and 
perfume the air, and the fountain throws up a beautiful jet of 
water ; on the opposite side of the garden is a window opening 
into the saloon of Las doa Hermanas, through which I have a 
view of the fountain of Lions, and a distant peep into the 
gloomy halls of the Abencerrages. Another window of my 
room looks out upon the deep valley of the Barro, and com- 
mands a fine view of the Generalife. I am so in love with this 
apartment that I can hardly force myself from it to take my 
promenades. I sit by my window until late at night, enjoying 
Vol. II.— 17* 
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the moonlight and listening to Ihu sound of ihe fountains and 
the singing of the nightingales ; and I have -walked up and 
down the Chateaubriand gallery until midnight. There is 
something so completely solitary and tranquil in thus beiag 
shut up in the centre of this great deserted palace. The good 
Tia and httie, Dolores remonatrated at first at my remaining 
alone in such a remote part of the old building, out of the reacti 
of all assistance, especially as there was no fastening to any of 
the doora and windows, eseepting a slight lock to the outei- 
door. I eoiJd not resist tlie temptation of sucli a chamber, 
however, and passed several nights here, in defiance of robbers 
and Moras encantados. This day Mateo Ximenes has sum- 
moned up all his mechanical powers, and has been at work se- 
curing the doors and windovfs with bars and bolts, so that at 
present I am iu a state to stand a tolerable siegei 

Little Dolores is very grateful for your remembrances 
of her. and desires me to say a thousand kind things on her 
part. She is an excellent little being, with a great deal of 
natural cleverness united with great naivete. She takes good 
care of me in consequence of your parting recommendation. 
Mateo Ximenes, the historiador, continues to be my valet de 
ehambre, messenger, and occasional guide and companion in 
my strolls about the country, and has really taken me to sev- 
eral charming poiata of view which I sliould not otherwise have 
discovered. The Duke de Gor is just the kind of acquaintance 
here that I could have wished. I have dined repeatedly with 
him, and p n d n ny tl f ndly 1 1 H 

amiable, int 11 g t f nk d bl g g w ti a mpl ty f 
manners th t p 1 ly t mj ( t II tl f 1 

library, wh h tan, ^ uswk dllasp 

cured me tl f f tl 1 b y f th ra t j I nl 
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wish I could affocd to spend a year in this place. I find myself 
Eo charmingly situated. « * * 

If you can put me up a parcel of French and English news- 
papers, and forward tliem to me by any Corsario, you will do 
me a vast kindness, for I am totally behindhand in the news 
of the day, and do not know which way the world is rolling. 
I do not care how old the papers are, for it is two or three 
months since I iiave seen any. Give my affectionate remem- 
hrances to the family, and believe me, my dear Dolgorouki, 
Ever your attached friend and fellow travcllci', 

Wasiiingtox luvraa. 

[3b Pekr Irvrng.} 

ALii:tiiB[(A, Jitl;4.1S2». 

* * * I shall remain here some little time longer. The 
weather is intensely hot for travelhng, while here I am living 
in a, Mussulman's paradise. I cannot tell you how delicious 
these cool halls and courts are in this sultry season. * * * 
My room is so completely in the centre of the old castle that I 
hear no sound but the hum of bees, the notes of bli'ds, and the 
murmuring of fountains. 

A day or two since the Duke of Gor passed the day with 
ine, with hb family of lovely children, tlie eldest a beautiful 
girl of about nine years of age. They came to breakfast, and 
stayed until night, and a pleasant day we bad of it. * * * 

I live in the old palace as absolute and independent as the 
Key Chico himself. * * * l^fy room is separated from the 
residence of the family by long galleries and halls, and the wind- 
ing staircase of a tower ; and when I barricade myself in it for 
the night, the little Dolores crosses herself to think I should 
venture to remain alone in such a remote part of this enchanted 
palace. In one of the great patios or courts there is & nobis 
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tank of water, one hundred and twenty loet long antl between 
twenty and thirty feet wide. The sun is upon it all day, so 
that at night it is a delightfully tempered bath, in which I have 
room to swim at large. 

The gardens in tlio neighborhood abound with fine fruits, 
strawberries, apricots, &c., &c., and hrebas or early figs of that 
large delicious kind which we met with one morning in a gar- 
den near Madrid. What I would give, my dear brother, if you 
were here to pass some time with me. It is just the kind of 
place that your imagination could conceive for a summer resi- 
dence ; one really Uvea here in a species of enchantment, 

At the date of the following lettei', the diary 
has this memorandnm : 'Tiiiished MS. of Moor's 
Legacy, deceived letters informing me of my appoint- 
ment as Secretai-y of Legation to London." Tlie letter 
is addressed to an English acquaintance, who had just 
returned to Seville from Madrid, and is from a copy 
I the author's pnpcrs. 



My DEAR Don "Wetheeeli. : — 

* * * You will be sorry to hear that Mr. Everett id 
superseded hy a new minister, among the sweeping changes 
made hy our new president. Another piece of news will prob- 
ably surprise you almost as much as it has me, viz. ; that I am 
appointed Secretary of Legation to London. So goes this mad 
world ; honors and offices are taken from those who seek tliem 
and are fitted for them, and bestowed on those who have no 
relish for them. I received news of my appointment this morn- 
ing, with packets of letters from my friends, urging me to 
accept a mark of respect conferred oa me without any solicita- 
tion. I confess I feel estremely reluctant to give up my quiet 
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and independent mode of life, and am excessively perplexed. 
There are many private reasons, independent of llie mere 
wishes of my friends that urge me on, wliile my antipatliy to 
the bustle, show, and business of lUe world inclbie me to hold 
back. I only regret that I had not been left entirely alone, 
and to dream away life in my own way. 

You tell me tliat Don Juan Nicasio Gallego is translating 
my life of Columbus. If he will wait a little while, tJio second 
edition will be published in America, with many alterations, 
and 1 will take care to forward him a copy. 

I am scribbling this in a great burry, as yon may suppose, 
having to reply to the letters received this morning, and my 
mind being confused by tlieir contents. "When you write to 
your sister, give my kind remembrances to her and to tjic 
girls. 

Give ray kind regards also to your father and mother, and 
Lo all tlie folks of our little Tcrtullia, and believe me ever very 
truly. Tour friend, 

Washisqton Irving. 

The allusion to Nicholson in the following letter, 
will be better appreciated when the reader is told that 
Brevoort had credited to him tlie first idea of the ap- 
pointment. Nicholson, it seemed, had written a famil- 
iar epistle to the Secretary of State, suggesting siieh 
an appointment as one that would redound to the honor 
of the administration. Mr. "Van Bnren in a letter to 
John T. Irving, inquired if liis brother would be likely 
to accept if the office were tendered him, and being 
affirmatively advised, the appointment followed from 
President Jackson. 
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[To Piter Irving, Esq."] 

ALHAliEEi, July 18, 1320. 

My dear Brothee : 

I received by tlie last post your lelttir of July liit onclosing 
letters from E. I. nnd Brevoort, relative to a piopositiou to 
appoint me Secretary of Legation to London, and by your 
letter of July Stli, received this morning, I find the appoint- 
ment has been made. I regret tliat you have not expressed 
your opinion or your wishes on tliia subject. I am only left to 
guess at them by your enclosing the note written to you by 
Beasley, wherein lie says I must accept Stich seems to be the 
opinion and tlie desire of my brothers and friends in America. 
I have a thorough indifference to allofBcial honors, and a 
disinclination for the turmoil of the world : yet having no 
reasons of stronger purport for declining, I am disposed to 
accord with what appears to be the wishes of my friends. My 
only horror is tlie btistle and turmoil of tlie world — how shaO I 
stand it after the delicious quiet and repose of the Alhambra ? 
I had intended, however, to quit this place before long, and, 
indeed, was almost reproaching myself for protracting my so- 
journ, having little better than slieer self-indulgence to plead 
for it ; for the effect of the climate, the air, the serenity and 
sweetness of the place is almost as seductive as that of the castle 
of Indolence, and I feel at times an impossibility of working, 
or of doing anything but yielding to a mere voluptuousness of 
sensation. I found, therefore, that, like the Knight of Indus- 
try, it was necessary to break the charm and escape ; and had 
resolved to depart for England preparatory to my embarkation 
for America. This appointment, therefore, will not much alter 
the course of my movements. * * * I elial! prepare 
for my departure for England ; but I will not commit 
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myself as to this appointment until absolutely necessary, as I 
may hear from you in the interim, and be induced to change 
my plans. My Spanish materials I can work up in England, 
where I can have all the necessary works, and where you will 
be within reach to consult with. Should I find the olBce of 
Secretary of Legation irksome in any respect, or detiimental to 
my literary plans, I will immediately throw it up, being fortu- 
nately independent of it, both as to circumstances and as to 
ambition. 

I cannot lielp smiling at the real source of this unlooked-for 
honor. That I should have that fat, jolly little tar, Jack Nichol- 
son, for a patron ! I confess there is something so estreiuely 
whimsical in this caprice of fortune that I cannot help feeling 
in good humor with it. Little Jack has had a kind of dogged, 
determined kindness for me now for about twenty-five years, 
ever since he took a liking for me on our getting tipsy together 
at Richmond, in Virginia, at the time of Burr's trial. It is a 
proof of the odd way in which this mad world is governed, 
when a Secretarj- of State of a stem republic gives away 
offices of tlie kind at the recommendation of a jovial little man 
of the seas like Jack Nicholson. 

The next day Mr. Irving was informed that liis 
old friend Pa-jiding, who waa at Washington at the 
time, had earnestly seconded the appointment, and 
indeed, had "been, a principal liand in promoting it. 
A day or two after, lie received a letter from Paulding 
strongly urging liis acceptance, and advising him in 
that event to repair immediately to London to meet 
Mr. McLane, the newly appointed Minister to the 
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Court of St. James, about the time of his aiTival, He 
wrote to that gentleman the next day as follows : 

Y'To Louis McLanc, London^ 

Alhamuea, GuiNiUi, July M, IS^. 
Mr DEAR SlE : 

I have just received intelligence of my being appointed 
Secretary of Legation to the Court of St. James, and tliat I am 
expected to join you in London as soon as possible. It gives 
me great satisfaction, sir, to be associated in offiee with one of 
whom public report and the private commimicationa of my 
friends speak in the highest terms of euiogy. I shall make all 
possible despatch in arriving at London, but must crave in- 
dulgence should I not be there as early as you could wish. 
This intelligence has been entirely unexpected, and has found 
jne in the midst of occupations and engagements of a literaty 
nature, from which it will require a few days to disentangle 
myself. The travelling in Spain, also, is slow, particularly at 
this sultry season. I trust, however, I shall, be able to join 
you towards the end of August. 

, In the mean time, lay dear sir, I remain with great respect 
and esteem, Your very humble servant, 

Wasuington Ikving. 

To Mr. Everett he wrote the same day : 

ALHiUHCA, .July 22, 1859. 

My DUAR Sir: 

It ia with great regret that I perceive your name among 
the number of those who have fallen beneath the edge of the 
old- general's sword ; which certainly spares not. As you 
sepmed.to be in some measure prepared for the event, and are 
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SO independent of official tifinors by yoiii' v.iried talent nn<l re- 
sourees, I presume it lias not miicli sliaken your philosopliy. I 
fancy you.must have been somewhat surprised among the list 
of appointments to see my name aa Secretary of Legation at 
London. You could not he more s«r|irised tlian I was my- 
self. I have neither sought nor desired office, nor has any 
application been made for me by my family or friends. But 
so it is in this world ; they take from those inho are willing and 
capable, and give to the indifferent and incompetent. I have 
been completely perplexed by this matter for a few days past. 
I have no inclinatioii for office ; and I question whether I have a 
turn for it ; my recluse literary life, for some time past, has 
almost imfitted me for the bustle and business of the world, and 
i have no political ambition to urge me forward in an official 
career. My .brothers and my most particidar friends, however, 
have all wiitten to me, urging me so strongly to accept this 
that I have yielded to their wisiies, in opposition to my own. 
As the office has been unsought by me, so in accepting it t 
shall have it clearly understood that T commit myself to no set 
of men or measures, but mean, as heretofore, to keep myself as 
clear as possibU' of all party politics, and to continue to devote 
ail my spare time lo general litjsrature, 

* * * I am much gratified by the favorable opinion 
you express of the Chronicle of Graaada. I have had no in- 
telligence from England since its publication. * * * 1 have 
been passing eight or ten weeks delightfully in this old en- 
clianted palace, and know not how I shall relish the smoke, tlio 
noise, the huny, aad the commonplace of London after such a 
tranquil and poetic abode. * * * I am glad that Don Jorge * 

* The translator of the Sltetcli Book iuto Spanish. 
Vol. IL— (36) 
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is likely soon to get his ■work into print ; as tlie old wiveis say, 
he has haci a trying lime of it. 

Ever faithfully, your frieml, 

"Vy'"ASlII^fGTON Irving. 

To his brother Ebenezer be wrote the same day 
(July 22) that bis first thought ou receiving the news 
of liis appointment was to decline, but perceiviiig it 
was the earnest wish of his relatives, he had resolved 
to accept. I 

I have been in a great measure inclined also to tliis deter- 
mination (he adds) by the very handsome manner in wliicli the 
office has been offered me by government, without any view 
to party purposes, and without any solicitation by rae or my 
friends. I consider it, tlierefore, as emanating from my conn- 
try, and a proof of the good will of my countrymen, and in this 
light it is most flattering and gratifying to me. It is singular 
liow circumstances conspire to prolong my absence from home. 
1 had made up my mind to return to America this year. 
Wheu I left Seville, I packed np my books in tmiiks and left 
them there ready to he shipped for New York. It was my 
plan, after making a tour in Andalusia and revisiting Granada, 
to embark for England, make literary arrangements in London, 
pay a farewell vfeit to Peter and our connections ia Bimiing- 
liam, and set sail in the autumn for New York. This appoint- 
ment breaks up all this plan, and again puts off my return to 
an indefinite period. This is a great source of regret, for the 
desire to return home Las been continually growiiig upon me, 
and all my schemes for a long time past have been sliaped 
towards that end. 
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[To Peter Irving, Ki>aev..'\ 

My DEiH Broth Eli : 

I received yesterday your letter of July 6t!i, enclosing those 
of J. K. Paulding and Beasley. You will have seen by my 
previous letter that I had guessed at your wishes witli respect 
to my appointment ; but your letter gives me gi'eat satisfaction 
in expressing your opinion so decidedly. I now feel assured 
and contented in the decision I had made. Never hesitate to 
give me your advice in all matters, whether trivial or impor- 
tant. You are my better half, and in most matters I have 
more confidence in your judgment tiian in my own. 

I sliall leave the Alhambra in the course of a veiy few 
days, hut I shall leave it with great regret. Never in my life 
have I Lad so delicious au abode, and nevei' can 1 expect to 
meet with eueh another. ■ The weather is now intolerably hot, 
and even reaches some of the main hfdls and courts of the 
palace, hut I iiavo a delightful retreat in the halls of the baths, 
which are almost subterranean, and as cool as grottos. For a 
fortnight past the old Count of Luque has been living in the 
Alhambra for liis health. His chief infirmity, however, is old 
age, which even the airs of the Alhambra cannot cure. He is 
the lineal descendant of the Grand Captain, G-onzalvo of Cor- 
dova, and appears to have some remains of gimpowder pro- 
pensities, as he haa been a great chasseur in his time, and 
even now amuses himself with firing at swallows from the 
balconies of the hall of ambassadors in the lofty fewer of 
Comares. The old gentleman and myself eat our meals to- 
gether hi the Patio de los Leones, amongst flowers and foun- 
tains, and in the evening the countess comes up to the Alham- 
bra with a little party to play at Tresillo. 1 liave this morning 
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accompanied the old gentleman Id town, and been over tlie 
wliole of his palace, which is of his own planning and building, 
and ail odd piece of arciiitecturo it is. In his archives I found 
a sword of the grand captain— and in the p;arret, covered witli 
dnsi, several unwieldy arqiiebusses, with roatchlocks, which, 
doubtless, made a great noise in the time of the conquest of 
Granada. 

A day or two after his despatcli to Mr. McLanc, 
he received a letter from his brother Peter, conveying 
the opinion of some friends, tliat the office conferred 
was below Lis talents and standing in the world, to 
wliich he replied as follows : 

Alhimcea, -liilj as, 1820. 

I have just received your letters of July 3 and 12. It is 

too late to ho intluciiced by the afterthoughts of honest ^ 

suggested by the convprsiition of , as I Itave already writ- 
ten to Mr. McLane that 1 would join him in London. There 
is much force in what they say ; but after all, their objections 
are merely on motives of self-pride ; that I ought to hold my- 
self above such minor appointments, &c. Such objections have 
bttle weight witli me ; the only reputation of which I am am- 
bitious IS not to be increased or decreased by official station. 
Had the office of minister to London or consul to the same 
place been offered, mere considerations of convenience would 
hai e determined my choice between the two. Whatever am- 
bition I possess IS entirely literary. I cannot express to you 
how mu;,!i the habit of turning my thoughts to this point con- 
tinually has made me careless about all others. I accepted 
this appointment, therefore, because it would gratify my friends, 
md would link me with my comitry, * * I am perfectly 
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content, therefore, foi" a time to lie Secretary of Legation. If 
the world tliinks I ouglit fo be minister, so much tlie better ; 
tiie world honora me, but I do not degrade myself. I have 
tiie game feeling in tliis respect that I have always had on 
points of precedence ; I care not who takes the lead of me in 
entering an jipartment, or sits above nie at table. It is \ietter 
that half a dozen should eay why is he seated £0 low down, 
than any one should casually say what light has he to be at 
the top. So much for tliese objections. * * * 

[Tb Eheneztr Irving, Esq!] 

My DEAii Brothee: 

* * « "While I was balancing in my mind what route 
lo take for England, a yoimg English gentleman, by the name 
of Sneyd, arrived here, bringing letters of introduction to me. 
lie appears to be well bred, well informed, and of highly pre- 
possessing appearance. Fortunately, his plans require liim 
likewise to be in London about the end of August, and he had 
hiarked out a route for himself precisely the one I most wished 
to take, but which I had felt unwilling to travel alone in (his 
sultry season, where one must travel much at night, and be 
more exposed to robbers, &c. "We have agreed to travel to- 
gether, therefore, and shall set off in the coiiiBe of three days. 
Our route lies through the Mediterranean provinces of Spain ; 
viz., Murcia, Valencia, Catalonia, &c.i some of the finest and 
most interesting parts of the peninsula. We enter France at 
Perpignaa, and go from thence to Montpeher, up the Ehone to 
Lyons, make a little detour to Geneva and from thence direct 
to Paris. It is a wonderfully interesting route ; I only regret 
that we have to travel rather rapidly and in so sultry a season. 
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To Peter ho writes, July 2Stli : 

I liave just veceived your letter, covcricg that nf Edwaid 
Livingston, Mr. Van Buren, &c. I loavR Graiiada this aflev- 
noon at five o'c:lock in a kind of rumlile titmbie callod a Tartana, 
on two wheels. "We put in matti-esses on wliich we loungf, 
and knock our heads together ; but it is better than travelling 
on horseback in this hot weather, I am now about to run the 
gauntlet along the Mediterranean provinces, and if I get out of 
Spain without being robbed, I shall really consider myself re- 
markably fortunate. The great pait of our baggage, however, 
goea on by Corsarios, who are numerous and well-armed. 
Your affectionate brotjier, 

Washington Irvino. 
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CHAPTER SXIV. 



f 9 iWELVE days after bis depaitiire froT!i Granada, 
Mr. Irving writes as follows from Valeneia to 
Henry Erevoort : 

I had intended writing to yon from tlie Alliamhra, tiut the 
time for my dsparturo arrived before I liad lialf iiiiislied with 
my correspondents, I cannot express to you how sensibly 1 
feel the interest you have taten in my late appointment.' I 
am gratified that my iDrothers consulted you concerning it, aa I 
know you to consider my affairs both with hrotherly feeling 
and with knowledge of the worlil. As it appeared io be . the 
general wish of my friends that I should accept tJiis appoint' 
ment I have done so ; but I assiu-e you when I took my last 
took at the Alhambra from the niountata road of Grauada, I 
felt like a sailor who has just left a tranquil port to launch 
upon a stormy and treacherous sea. *■>■'' 
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I left the AlhamliTa on tlie 29i]i July, after Imving passed 
between two and three moiillis there in a kind of orientd 
dream. Never shall I meet on earth with an ahode so miith 
fo ray taste, or so suited to my habits aad pursuits, Tlie sole 
fe,ult was, that the softness of the ch'mate, tlie silence and se- 
renity of the place, the odor of flowers and the murmur of 
fountains had a soothing and voluptuous effect that at limes 
almost incapacitated me for work, and made me feel like the 
Kniglit of Industry, ■when so pleasingly enthralled in the Castle 
of Indolence. 

J set out for Gcanada on my long journey for England in 
company with a young Englishman, Mr. Ealph Sueyd. He is 
an Oxonian, * * and well hred, intelligent, and amiable. 
We have made our journey to this place iu a kind of covered cart 
called a Tartana, drawn by a mule. In this we put two mat- 
tresses, on whick we lolled as we were trundled along the moun- 
tain roads at the average of about twenty-eight miles a day. 
The heat of the weather at this season of the year made it 
unadvisable to travel oa horseback, and as it was, we were 
obliged to lie by several hours during the heat of the day, and 
travel very early in the mornings and in the evenings. 

To ilia brother Petei-, lie writes six days before 
from Miirciaj wlion only about two linadrcd iiiilca on 
Iiis journey ; 

Our Tartana resembles a covered English market cart. * * 
It is the most lounging mode of travelling I ever knew. We 
walk a great part of the way where the road is pleasant and 
good. Our journey has been through a mountainous, sunbunit 
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coiiitn wll ■iiid "i htn!> witl leie^ii theie Ittl vllpjsof 
great veidare lad liixuriaiii-e contrasting eti nglj iMlh the 
genenl 'iterililj * * In tlie course of our journey I met 
with unexpected mirk' of tlie kindness and fncndahip of th? 
D il e of Gtoi Witliin a l(!ia;ue of Guadix a carnage Wds 
mating for u? in wliicii was tie administiator of the dulies 
estates in that neigbboihood He conducted us to the duke s 
house m Gaadix which he infoimed ut. was at our command as 
long as we chos" to remain there Se^eril canons of the 
cathedril and other peisons of the pl-we called to •lef us in the 
course of the even ng Ice'' md other refreshments were 
served us anl iin excellent supper prepared foi m feanchD 
Pmaa would have tonsjdeied himself m paradibc n such an 
abode but we left it ahnut daybieik and proceeded to Gor 
a small village from which the duke takes his title It is situ 
ated m a little green valley at the foot of Icftj and rocky 
mountains Here we passed the heat of the day and dmed m 
the old f imily tastle now almost a rii n and mhabiteiJ as a 
farm house hj on** of the administrators of t! e duke who hid 
received otdeis to entertain us I was eitremelj gratified by 
these mirks ot attention of the duke as he had said nothing to 
me on the subject 

I have been unexpectedly pleased witk Murcia of ■vihich I 
had heard nothmg It is sitiiited on the banks of a httle n^er 
in the mid't of delightful gardens and oichards, filled with the 
finest southern fiuit" w th here and theie IjfVj palm tiee" to 
gne an oriental tl iiacfer to the ■; en&rj * *■ * 

Two daya later, August 6th, he writea to Peter 
from Allcaiit : 
Vor,. II.— IS 
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We ELTTived here yesterday after a very interesting journey 
from Murcia. The road lay along the valley of the Seguras to 
avoid the Sien-a of Crevellente, the passes of wJiich are very 
much infested hy robbers. We slept one night at Qjchuela, 
■where Tadmor of yore played off the trick of mannmg his walls 
with woDien armed with reeds. It is in a most romantic, de 
licioua comitry. Indeed, the whole vaiky of the Seguras is one 
of the most lovely parts of Spain. It is level a^ a table, and la 
a contmued gnrden for many leagues, covered with grove* of 
oranges, citrons, pomegranate'., &c , witli palm and dito tree-: 
Tfi'^ fertile ind beautiful countiy, which is compared lo the 
Deltii of the Nile, is bordered by gieat rocky mountains, pic 
tuiobque m tlieir outline* and sublime fiom tlieir verj naked 
ness and sterility We passed pait of i daj at Elche, which 
has the complpte appearance of an orientil town The hoiees 
aie flatioofpd, the domes aie of glaaed tiles, an imitation of 
brass and copper, tint glisten against the deep blue slij, and 
seem to increase the sultry look of the place and the town is 
surrounded by immense groves of date trees. I felt as if sud- 
denly transported into Egypt. 

We leave this at two o'clock in the afternoon in a Tartana, 
and have procured of the governor the escort of two soldiers, 
to continue with us for two days, until we have passed through 
some dangeroiis defiles of the mountains, and Jiave reached the 
mmn post road to Valencia ; after which I trust we shall have 
little more to apprehend from tliis kind of gentry. 

Ill the two days here mentioned, in wliieli lie 
passed through some of the most dangerous parts of 
the country for robhcrs, he writes ; 
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We have eeen iimiimeTable crosses by tlie road side ; me- 
mentos of unfortimate travellers ; and also the sloiUs of robbers 
hanging in iron cages. At one place four robbers were brought 
in who had been recently laj tured In anotl ei the dpad body 
of a robbei chieltain who had been shot through the head by 
the alcalde of the vJlige We 1 ive had the good fort ne 
however, to travel unmolested ind hi\e at length renclel a 
place fiom \i hence a Ime of dihgence contmucd on to Fiince 

From this place, which was Yalencia, his letter to 
Brevoort was dated from which I have given an extract 
at the commencement of the chapter. I contuiue with 
some further extracts from the same letter : 

We have traversed the ancient Itingdom of Murcia ; have 
touched at Alicant, and passed over a part of the rich plain of 
Valencia. In our route we bordered along the country lately 
desolated by earthquakes, where the earth is still in a feverish 
state, and where we saw traces of the effects of tlie recent con- 
vulsions, in the walls of the churches, convents, and houses. 
Though the towns through which we passed were not those 
■which had most suffered, yet we found many of the inhabitants 
still living in huts of reeds and clay shghtly put together, so as 
to yield fo any agitation of the earth. We heard one still 
morning the rumbling of an earthquake, but were not sensible 
of any movement of the earth ; we liave since heard that it 
was more violent in another part of tho country. Our route 
has led us through many very wild and picturesque scenes and 
many delicious valleys, but the general cliaracter of the Spanish 
scenery is stem, mountainous, and arid ; partaking more of a, 
melancholy subhmity thaii of luxuriance or beauty. We have 
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been through some of the trat't.s also most noted for robbers, 
but liave escaped witlioiit being obliged to pay toll ; tliough 
for the greater part of tlie way, we had no other escort but a 
long-legged Portuguese, with a musket, who acted as our ser- 
vant along tlie road. Travelling through the greater part of 
Spain ia pretty much the same at present as it was in the days 
of Don Quixote. The posadas and ventas have seldom any- 
thing to give you ; you must either bring your provisions with 
you, or forage for them through the village. Our beds at 
night were the mattresses we brought in the cart, which were 
spread on the floor, and we laid on them in our clothos. The 
mattreasea of the inns, where they possess such conveniences, 
are not to be trusted at this season of the year. 

We have now arrived at the diligence road, and shall 
henceforth travel more rapidly. To-morrow evening we start 
ill tha diligence for Barcelona, and in the course of a few days 
I hope to cross the Pyrenees and find myself in the gay coun- 
try of France. I assure you, however, I shall leave Sp^n with 
feelings of great regret. A residence of between three and 
four years in it has reconciled me to many of its inconveniences 
and defects, and I have learned more and more to like both the 
country and the people. 

Mr, Irving remained in Paris a fortnight with his 
brotlier Peter, when hearing of the an-ival of Mr. 
McLane at Portsmouth, he set off to meet him in 
London. 

In a letter of Octohcr 6, to his sister, Mrs. Paris, 
dated from that city, to ivhieh he had now returned 
after an absence of more than five years, he has this 
allusion to the fate of the travelling eompanion with 
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wlioin he left Granada, and whom he descrihes to iicr 
as " of an old family in Staffordshire, the Snejds, a 
young lady of wliieli family, if you recollect, was 
engaged to be married to the unfortunate Major 
AndriS." 

For three or four days tlmt wo coTitinued at Barcslona I 
was engrossed by the illness of my travelling companion, wlio 
was laid up by a fever, the consequence of too much exposure 
to the sun. As soon as he could bear travelling we set off in 
the diUgence, and such was his eagerness to get to England 
that wo did not go to bed until we arrived at Paris ; travelling 
nine days and nights incessantly. The consequence was a re- 
turn of his fever, which confined him to his bed for several 
days at Paris. His object was to get to England by the be- 
ginning of September, as he was to be presented to a living of 
one thousand pounds sterling a year Another living of about 
the same incoaie would fall to him in the course of a few years, 
and he was to have about fifteen thousand pounds from his 
mother. He had engaged himself to be married next spring to 
a beautiful ^rl, the daughter of the British consul at Cadiz ; 
and was aiixious to make every arrangement for a speedy 
return to Spain. All tliese prospects which had animated him 
throughout our journey, and had been the tbemes of our fre- 
quent conversation, had made him more and more impatient to 
get on the nearer he arrived to his journey's end. After being 
several days in bed at Paris, he took advantage of the first re- 
turn of strengtb to set off with all haste for England. Poor 
fellow ! on, my arrival in London I was shocked at receiving 
intelligence of Ms death ! The scenes I have had with hia 
afflicted parents are too painful to be ri 
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Tile letter from -whicli tliis extract is taken, con- 
cludes : 

As yet I can form no idea liow diplomatic life will agree 
with me. So far it has been a complete interruption to all my 
literary avocations. I am ivilling to give it a fair trial for the 
eatisfaction of my friends ; but I doubt whether I should not 
have consulted the interests both of them and myself more 
truly by adhering entirely to my literary career. 

I am anxious to pay our relations in Birmingham a visit, 
but at present it is out of my power to leave London ; nor 
shall I be able to do so until I have accompanied Mr. McLane 
in his visits of ceremony to the principal ofEcers of the govern- 
ment and the foreign ambassadors, &c. It is exti'emely tan- 
tahzing to be within ten hours' journey of the famUy at Bir- 
mingham, after a separation of between five and six yeai-s, and 
not be able to pay it a visit ; but this is one of the privations 
attendant upon being no longer my own master. 

An impatience of restraint, a love of leisure and 
of ample freedom, a hatred of all tasks upon time or 
talent, were characteristic of the author, and wonld no 
doubt incline him at first to chafe at these trammels of 
ofiicial station, -which he felt bound to respect, and 
would not wiUingly slight. It was not long, however, 
before he became reconciled to his new functions, as 
win appear from the following letter, -which gives also 
some glimpses of old aeq^uaintanccs. 
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[?'o reler Irving, Esq., Rouen.'] 

LoNDOH, Oot 10, 1629. 

My Deak.Beotheg : 

* * * Ever since my arrival in London I have been so 
ffiiaettled and so birried about by various concems that I Lave 
not had a moment to devote to literary matters. Mr. McLane 
being a strtinger in London, and for a part of the time confined 
to his bed l]y illness, has needed my assistance incessantly. 
We liave also had all our visits of ceremony to perforin, which 
in this hnge wildeniesa of a city take up a great deal of time. 
I tru'it the hurry and bustle is now over lad that I shall begin 
1 mj If M M L Id y 

mi h N CId t,C dh^q ; 



mhfffllg Ih yflle 

d 1 y 1 Th 1 k 1 1 b It 

d Iwkll dMML ma 

Ip I klg 1 fh ffmyhdbyn- 

pl J J mg "W 1 h \ <ich (111 d 

\h03 f th, w 1 1 t d d ly M H L a 

kind of private secretary. * * * 

Leslie contirmes rising m rcputtvtion I liai c not stcn my 
of tjie paintings he has produced durmg my absence, as they 
are dispersed in the collections of vaiious noblemen He is 
about a large picture, ■which will be a very rich one — Falataff 
regaling at the table of Ju&tice Phallow Li this he introduces 
most of the characters of the Merry "Wives of Windsor, &c 
He is at the same time paintmg a smaller piece — Uncle Toby 
looking into the Widow Wadman's eye. It is admirable 
• — the figures much larger thaa those he used to paint, and ex- 



ijbyGoogle 



^^Q LIFE AXD LETTERS H^i'^v- 

ecuted witli great spirit find freedom, and a happy union <jf 
beauty and Immor. 

King Stephen has opened Dmry Lane with very tolerable 
prospects, considering the depressed state of theatres. He lias 
kindly put me on his free list. He loolrs like the description 
of tiie "old commodore," who had been so teitibly knocked 
about by the bullets and the gout, having chalkstones forming 
on liis knuckles, and rolling heavily ja his gait. 

I had a letter from Frank Ogden a few days since. He is 
quartered in our old lodgings uader the cai'e of the genlJe Mrs. 
Kay, now a little more advanced in life, and a demure widow. 
She has tiicked him into the French bed wliich she says Mr. 
Peter Irving used to think the most comfortable in the world ; 
though Frank finds it rather short for his long legs. He haa 
Mr. Peter's easy chair also, and keeps Mr. Washington's room 
and bed for the accommodation of a friend. Ho says he shall 
always have a bed and plate and knife and fork for you and 
myself when we choose to come to Liverpool. Mrs. Kay 
Bpeaks of yon with kind remembrance as one of the nicest men 
she ever knew; and includes me also in her grateful eulogies. 
Your affectionate brother, 

Washikgton Ihvikg. 

To his brother Ebenezer he writes : 

* * * ']?he reception I liave met with among my Eng- 
lish friends, after my long absence, has been most flattering, 
and I have received repeated expressions of kindness and good 
wiE from various officers of the government, wlio have tal^en 
occasion to express their satislaction at my having been ap- 
pointed to the legation. As I am now settled in lodgings, I 
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shall liave more time to myself, and intend immediately to take 
hold of the large edition of Columbus and make the proposed 
corrections in it. * * * 

I requested in my last that you would let me have a state- 
ment of my pecuniary aftaiis that I migiit know how I stand, 
and what income I can calculate upon. 

It may seem strange that he should be ohiiged to 
solicit explicit information respecting the amoitiit of his 
funds in America, hut he was always extremely easy 
about money matters, and his brothers Ebenezer and 
John thought it best that he should be kept in the 
dark on the subject, lest he slionld remove them to 
England, or invest them in some hazardous specula- 
tions on the Continent. " Tour investment in Bolivar 
mines," writes Johu to him, " and in steamboats in 
France, had given me uneasiness on your aceoimt, and 
I was satisfied that if the funds which had been ac- 
cumulated for you in this countiy were suffered to 
remain hero that they would he in the hands of tliose 
who would keep them secm'ed to you, and enable you 
to reap a permanent benefit from them." Ebenezer 
lent himself the more readily to this reserve, that he 
feai-ed the generous disposition of Washington would 
give away too freely, before he had secured an ample 
independence. "Ton should fii-st determine," he 
writes to him on an occasion when his brother had 
directed the payment of $2,000 in wedding presents ; 
" what is necessary for the support of yourself and 

Vol. II.— 18* (27) 
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Peter, and put tliat amoiiiit securely by, before you 
undertake to give way to your generous feelings." 

I notice your kind solicitude [writes Wasliiugtoii in reply 
to tliia caution] lest I should give away my funds too freely, 
but you need not be apprehendve on tliat account. I am. 
guided in all these matters by proper calculations. * * You 
say that I ouglit to determine what amount per annum is suffi- 
cient for Peter and myself, and to realize and keep that un- 
touched, before disbursing to others. TJiis leads me to request 
tiiat one provision should be made on Peter's Oiccount. Let 

sufficient amount be invested in stock to produce him 

dollars annually. Let it be placed apart, free from all pledge, 
lien, or other embarrassment, and quite disconnected with your 
own money matters, and as secure as possible from the risks 
and vicissitudes of trade. 

In tlie following letter we find the author under- 
taking to make a bargain in America for Moore's 
Life of Byron, and Godwin's Cloudesley, For the 
English copyight of The Life, Moore was to receive 
from Murray 4,000 guineas, and he intimates in his 
diary that he should be satisfied if he got from America 
^300. It will be perceived hereafter that his wishes 
were gratified. 

[To Ehunnier Irvimj.} 

My dear Beotiieh : 

Either by ihe present ot the ensuing packet ship, you will 
receive a parcel of nianustript, being the fii'st part of The Life 

hoseubyGoOt^lC 
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of Byron, by Thomas Moore, the poet. I wish you Lu act in 
respect to this work, as you would if it were my own ; that is 
to say, mltlbtbg j anwtt mpmpal 
bookseller f tl i 1 f t M } p rt 1 

friend ;of Up f ly tdgdlas 

ever been f fl m t 11 1 1 1 d I ra 

deeply inl t 1 1 w 11 d f t! d ft 

of his am b! f m Ij d t w 11 b j mp t t f 1 m 

just now t k tl g dd t 1 f tl Am n 

piiblicatioi f 1 1 Tl 1 w 11 1 p bh h d L 

don in two q t Im btip mmybp blish 1 n 
America tw t It 11 1 t ly t H g 

and cannot fail to have a great sale. As vou w ill be enabled 
to give a bookseller a decided start so as to di&tartce all competi- 
tion, if not. virtually to seciite a copyngl t jou eight to receive 
a very large sum for the work. The biigam however, mast 
be struck qiiickly, and the work put to press without delay. 
Should there be any deniiir or slowness to make a bargain on 
the part of the publishers, you may tell them you ire instructed 
in such case to print and publish the work ^t my expense and 
risk for the benefit of the author. I cannot tli nk however, 
but that there will be an eagerness to secure a work whicli, 
it is expected, will make more noise and hai e a wider circula- 
tion than any work that has appeared for some time past. 

There must be one or two provisos made ; viz., that the 
MSS. or pnnted sheets of the work be not shown about, and 
that no sciaps be permitted to appear beforehand in the public 
papers ; and, that the publication of the work shall not take 
place until authorized by Mr. Moore himself, who will state, 
by letter, the day when it may be given to the public. Should 
anything prevent your attention to this matter, I wish you to 
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place it in the hant^-: of Brevooit, or, if lie lie aiisent, of some 
other person in whom you can liave full confidence. I am 
extremely anxious that something very handsome should be 
procured for this work ; therefore do not hesitate to ask a 

In a few days I shall likewise have another commission of 
the kind for you to execute. You will receive a manuscript 
copy of the first volume of a novel by Mr. Godwin (author of 
Caleb Williams, &c.) The novel will be in three volumes. 
The two last volumes will be sent in sheets as printed. I have 
likewise promised Mr. Godwin (who is in very limited circum- 
atances) to procure for him as much as possible from some 
American bookseller for his work. The bargain miist be matic 
promptly, and the work put to press, to secure the advantage 
of this early copy. As Mr. Godwin has great celebrity, and, 
as his work must form a contrast to the general run of novels 
of the day, I should think it would command a ready and ex- 
tensive sale. A publisher, therefore, ought to pay you a very 
iianctsome sum for thus effectually securing him the sole pub- 
lication of the w^oik. 



It appears by his brother's reply, that 
Carey, Lea & Carey, first made an oifer to him of $750 
for the Life, ■which they afterwards increased to 
$1,000. James and John Harper offered $850 at 
first, but concluded a contract at $1,500 ; a sitm which 
came veiy opportunely to Moore to pay for some 
repairs on Sioperton cottage. Both publishers were 
loath to take hold of Cloudesley. The Harpers promised 
to look over the manuscript, and if it met their ap- 
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proval, said tlicy might give ^100 ; "but on re- 
ceiving it they retui-ned it and declined oflering aiiy- 
tliing. 

I give two eliai'acteristic letters of Moore, -wliicli 
I find among Mr. living's papers, connected -witli the 
snceeaBful r^ult of tliia negotiation. 

My dear Ievino: 

I don't like to bother a great diplomat such as you are 
about matters of the shop — particularly as you won't come and 
be bothered here where I could have my wicked will of you — 
but time flies, and the golden moment (or rather silver one) for 
tlie arrival of my dollars from America ouglit to be here. Do, 
Ske a good fellow, poke tliem up a little about it, as, if the cash 
doesn't come, I must — go. 

I would (but for the same dislike of pestering, &c,) have 
asked you to send out my sheets of Lord Edward for me — but 
sufficient to the day are tke dollars thereof, and if you but get 
me these three hundred aad tliirty -three pounds sterling out of 
tbe fire, I shall give you ft dinner when I come next to town, 
at the Lit«rary Union, and liave Torn Campbell (who is now 
my particular friend) to meet yon. He has indeed written 
me a letter which does him the highest honor, and shows him 
to be a sound fellow at bottom, whatever he may be at top. 
Seriously, nothing could be more manly and warm-hearted 
than tbe abandon with wMcb he has again thrown himself upon 
my friendship and forgiveness. 

God bless you, my dear Washington. Mrs. Moore, who 
pines for you, sends her best regards with those of, 

Thomas Moore. 
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Murch 11, 13B1. 

My dear Ihving : 

You are llie very man for tx^j money. A thousand thanks 
for all the trouble you have taken, aad you shall rijap the wsuaJ 
reward by having more inflicted upon you, as I mean to avail 
myself of your kind aervieea in the same way about my Lord 
Edward. It grieved me not to see you while I was in town ; 
though for neither seeing, hearing, or smelling had I a single 
sense left from a moat outrageous cold caught on my way from 
Ireland. I stayed but three days in town, and made one 
effort to reach you, but fruitlessly. 

As to my precious biO, I must beg you to pay it into the 
hands of my partners in the Eow, and I would say, the thiitcen 
f und o but that Be^y has put in a claim for that fraction 
f 3 elf but then how to get hold of it — couldn't you jiist 
run down Tith it to her some fine morning ? it would be a 
galan worthy of you. Ever yours, 

T. MooKE. 

Tlic following extract, witli some report of his old 
cronies, is from a letter to his brother Peter, dated 
December 7, written just after he had retnraed from a 
visit of three or four days to bis sister's at Birming- 
ham, with an account of which tlie first part is oc- 
cupied. 

Newton 10 quite the fashion eierj thing he piints his 
very ski'tches and studies ire eigeilj 1 ou^l t up Le he is 
working as^id lously it ni9 ^reat pictuie Fol'itafC tnd his 
companion banqieting at Master Shillows It wiU be his 
greatest work as to stidy anl execution His picture of Uncle 
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Toby looking into Widow Wadmaii's fiye (whidi ia a capital 
]iit), is lialf done, and put by until tii« large picture is com- 
pleted. 

Little "West, the painter, ia at the country seat of Francis 
Baring, or at some seat in tte neigtboriiood ; being fully em- 
ployed in painting up the whole county. He has been in 
town but once in two or three days since I have been here, 
when we had a merry dinner, he, Newton, and myself, at Mills' 
lodgings. I expect him shortly in town, to remain. 

Father Luke is in Ireland, where he has been very success- 
ful. He has long had a hankering to return to London, and 
wrote to Newton a few days since, mentioning that the tidings 
of my residence here bad determined him — having a gi-ateful 
recollection of the strong green tea !ie used to drink at our 
lodgings. He has authorised Newton, therefore, to look out 
for lodgings for him. 

Soon after, liaviug received from his brother Ebene- 
zer the " financial report " for wliich, as we have seen, 
he had applied, presenting a satisfactoiy statement of 
the amount of fanda in hia hands, the proceeds of his 
American copyrigJit, he gives Peter to iindcrataud 
that he should not think it essential to labor in his lit- 
erary vocation. 

My idea [he says] is not to drudge at literary labor, but to 
use it as an agreeable employment. We have now snfficietit 
funds to ensure us a decent support, should we choose to retire 
upon them. We may therefore indulge in the passing pleasures 
of life, and mingle amusement with our labors. 
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I ffipl di'po cd now tint I jm in ^4 lira .lie 1 fe to give it 
-.orae little tinl The hboi-a lie iict guaf, e=peually in my 
present sltu^tlOIl It introduces me to scenes and afi'airs of 
high intere'it, ind in that way perhaps prepaie* me fur higJier 
mtelkctual laboia The veij kind <ind flaitenng nnnner, also, 
in which I am treated in all circles is highly gratifying. 

Between one and two montiis prior to the date of 
this extract, I find the following entry in Mr. Irving's 
diary, now about to be laid aside. 

Novemier 2Sd. — Dined at Sir Robeit Inglis' — present Sir 
James Mackintosh and daughter, Mi. and Mrs. Wilherforce 
and daughter, Mr. Miller — Sit James Mackintosli proposed 
to me to join him, Sir WAltei Scott, and Moore in tlieir liis- 
torical project. 

At the close of this year, Mr. L'ving was bending 
his thoughts to a Life of 'Washington, and vainly flat- 
tering himself that he woiild begin upon it at once, as 
we gather from this intimation in a letter to iiis brother 
Peter, dated December 18, written soon after some 
overtures from Dr. Lardner for a History of the United 
States, to which he was at first inclined to listen. 

I haye abandoned the idea of the History of the United 
States, but have determined immediately to undertake a work 
in lieu of it, which will be more universally popular ; and wliicli, 
if tolerably executed, must be a valuable and lasting property. 
I mean a Life of "Washington. I shall take my own time to 
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execute it, and -will spare no pains. It must be ray great and 
? labor. 



Years, however, were to elapse before this final 
[ahor of his pen was even commenced. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 



T" OPEN this chapter with a letter of Mr. Irving to 
-*- his early friend, Gouverneur Kcmble, who was 
now oeeupyiBg his hachelor home in tlie noble solitnde 
of the highlands of the Hudson. It was situated nearly- 
opposite West PoiDt, and a few miles north of the 
old colonial seat of Captain Philipse, that favorite 
hamit of Irving, Brevoort, Kemble, and Paulding, in 
days long gone by. Kemble was now the proprietor 
of an extensive foundery, from which. he occasionally 
supplied the government with cannon, and to " the 
forges and fires " of which the letter alludes : 

My deae Kemble : 

I am most lieartily obliged to you for your letter, which 
smacks so much, of old times and early fellowship ; and I take 
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it the more kindly of you, because I believe I was in your debt 
for one or two preyious letters, wMcb from the hurry of various 
affairs I had suffered to remain unanswered, I had hoped and 
designed to have been by this time once more among you all 
in New York, and had trusted to find in you a boon compan- 
ion, to keep me in company and countenance in my old bache- 
lorhood, and to have philosophized good- humo redly with me 
on all we had seen and experienced. This diplomatic appoint- 
ment, however, has toppled down all my air caatles, and has 
fixed me for a time amidst the smoke and fog of London. I 
have a most craving desire to visit old friends and old scenes ; 
and there is no place I should feel gieater delight in beholding 
than our ancient nest in the biglilands. The poor captain is 
gone ! and I should miss him sadly, but I have an idea that I 
should relish your stronghold of Gold Spring hugely. I can- 
not act up to your advice in keeping myself thin, to mount 
your hill without blowing ; I have a villainous propensity to 
grow round and robustious, and I fear the beef and pudding of 
England will complete tlie mm of my figure. 

I was surprised a few days since by a visit from our old 

convive S , whom I have often dined in company with at 

your house and the captain's. He looks a little the worse for 
wear ; his face has grown to a dusky red, heightened by a 
very scanty shock of white hair. "We had a good deal of talk 
about old times, and he expresses a resolution to revisit New 
York immediately, should we be succeasful in reopening the 
direct trade with the "West Indies; in which case- he seems 
sanguine of making a great deal of money. * * He intro- 
duced to me a young gentleman by the name of Brush, whose 
father I used likewise to see at your house, and who is on tlie 
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point of sailing for Spain, for whicli country I shall give liim 
some letters. 

I often see a lady who boasts of having enjoyed your inti- 
macy while in Loudon. I moan Miss , who now is an 

ancient spinster, hut a very merry and bnstling one. Her 
mother is about eighty years of age, and a relic of the ancient 
tory times of New York ; being oce of tliose who left it, I be- 
lieve, at the close of the Revolution. Eating her high tory 
notions, she is a thorough American ; that is to say, as far as 
love for the soil goes ; for otherwise, I believe she looks upon 
the nation as little better than a rebellious race. 

"Why cannot yoti leave your forges and fires in the high- 
lands for a season, and take a lounge for a few months in, Lon- 
don ? The crossing of the ocean at present is nothing ; and you 
might be back before your fires had gone out or your irons 
grown cold ; and return too with a whole budget of materials 
for after thought and aft^r talk. By all accounts you must 
liave made money enough to be able to take the world as yon 
please ; and having neither wife nor child to anchor you at 
home, I do not see why you should not now and then take a 
cruise. Think of this. I should be deliglited to meet you in 
London, ajid yon and Peter arid myself would have some cozy 
hours together. 

Give my affectionate regards to James Paulding and his 
wife, and to such of our old cronies as are within hail. 
I am, my dear Kemble, 

Ever very affectionately your old friend, 

"Washington Irving. 

On his birthday, tiie third of April, the author 
received verbal intelligence that the Koyal Society of 
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Literature had that day voted him one of their fifty 
guinea gold medals. " Wliat mahes tliis the more 
gratifying," he writea to Peter at Biimingham " is 
that the other medal is voted to Hallam, author of the 
Middle Ages." 

Two days after^vards, he i-eceived the following 
official announcement of the intended honor : 

EoviL Bociiir OF LrtSRATirEB, 

PJELUSIEHT SlEEET, Apill 5. 13S0. 

SiK :^I liavo iho honor to acquaiut you that at a meeting 
of the Council of the Eoyal Society of Literature, held on Sat- 
urday last, for the purpose of awarding the two Royal Medals 
annually placed by his Majesty at the Society's disposal, to be 
adjudged to the authors of Literary works of eminent merit, or 
of important Literaiy Discoveries, oae of the Medals was ad- 
judged to you. 

You are conse^jtiently requested to attend at the anniver- 
sary meeting of tlie Society, to be held at this place on Thurs- 
day the 29th instant, at three o'clock, in order to be presented 
witli the said Medal. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 

Your most cbetllent humble servant, 

Richard Catiermole, 



Thia medal has a figure of Mercury on one side ; on 
the other tlie head of George IV., with the inscription 
Georgius IV", Keg : Soe : Litt : Fundator et Patronus : 
MDCCOXXIII. Round the rim of the medal is in- 
scribed : "Washington Irving. Litt : Human : Insigni. 

It is a curious incident connected with its history, 
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that after Ms return to America, this medal was once 
secretly stolen, and aa furtively restored; the thief, 
during the confusion of a fire in the neighborliood, 
taking it from the safe of his hrother's oiEce, where it 
was deposited, and afterward slyly opening the door 
of that brotlier's residence at night and throwing it 
into the hall ; - a compunctious restitution to which 
the inscription no douht contributed. 

In less than a month after the presentation of the 
gold medal, as if honors, like misfortunes, should not 
come single, the modest author found himself com- 
mitted for the degree of LL.D., which the University 
of Oxford proposed to confer on him. " Overruling 
the ultra-modeety of your scruples," writes the Kev. 
Arthur Matthews, May 19, " I have not hesitated 
to commit you with the academical authorities of 
Oxford, where you will be due on the 23d of 
June, the day fixed for the ceremony of annnal com- 
memoration in the theatre, at which it is usual to 
confer honorary degrees ." It was not without great 
diffidence and reluctance that Mr. Irving yielded to 
a compliment which so many ai'e found to covet. 
The reception of the proposed honor, however, was 
deferred to another year, in consequence of the dsuiger- 
oua illness and impending death of the king, which 
would throw a gloom over everything, and deprive 
the ceremony of all eddt. 

"I have heard nothing further on the subject of 
the Oxford honor," lie writes to Peter, June 6, 1831, 
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■when the year had neai'ly rolled round, and tlie ap- 
pointed time was approaching, " and hope the matter 
may be dropped," It was not dropped, however, 
for after sealing his letter, he opens it again to inform 
his brother in a postscript that the degree was unani-, 
moTisly awarded him ; that the day of the ceremony 
was the 15tb of June, when he must certainly he there. 
He accordingly repaired to Oxford at the appointed 
time, when the proposed dignity of LL.D. was con- 
ferred. The ceremony was somewhat emharrassing 
to the modest recipient of the honor, who, on ad- 
vancing to receive the complimentary degree, was 
greeted with prolonged acclamations from the Gtii- 
dents, mingled with cries of Diedrieh Knickerbocker, 
lehabod Crane, Kip "Van Winkle, Geoffrey Crayon, 
Columbus, Sketch Book, Braeehridge Hall, &c. I have 
heard him say that he was quite overcome, though 
all the time contending with a laogh at the vociferous 
and satnmalian applause. The ceremony over, he 
hurried back to London to take leave of Mr. McLane, 
who was then on tlie eve of returning to America. 
Though by no means insensible to this compliment 
to his character and literary fame, he never used the 
title. In a letter of Nov. 25, 1851, to Donald G. 
Mitchell, the popular author of Heveries of a Bache- 
lor, whose writings lie had enjoyed " with peculiar 
relish," and who was proposing to dedicate some new 
volume to him with the title appended to his name, 
he writes in accepting what he deems the "overflat- 
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teriiig " compliment : " I would only suggest that in 
yyiir dedication you would omit the LL.D., a leanied 
dignity urged upon me very much ' against the stom- 
ach of my sense,' and to which I have never laid 
claim." 

The following letter, addressed July 27, to his 
brother Peter, then on a visit to hia sister at Birming- 
ham, after the death of George IV,, and hefore the 
coronation of his successor, gives a playful sketch of 
the new monarch, William IV. 

* * * The king keeps all London agug ; notliing but 
sights, and parades, and reviews. He is determined tliat it 
ahaE be merry old England once more. Yesterday morning 
there was a, splendid review in St. James's Park, at which all 
the world was present. Then a royal breakfast at the Duke of 
"Wellington's, attended by the dignitaries of the court and sev- 
eral of the foreign ministers, Mr. McLane among the number. 
In the afteraoOK there was held a chapter of the order of the 
Garter, for the installation of the King of "Win-temhurg, Then 
a grand dinner at the palace, at which Mr, and lira, McLane 
" assisted," Mr, McLane and the king became so thick that 
some of the corps diplomatique showed symptoms of jealousy. 
The king took to him especially, when he found he had begun 
the world by being a midshipman. The king and Mra, McLane 
also had some pleasant discourse. * * In the evening there 
was a brilliant dress ball at the Duke of WelUngtan's, at which 
I was present The king was there in great spirits, notwith- 
standing the busy day he had been through. He spoke to 
everybody right and left in the most affable manner, and I ob- 
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serve he has an easy aiid natural way of wiping liis nose with 
the baek of liis forefinger, which I fancy is a relic of Lis' old 
middy habits. Upon the whole, however, he seems in a most 
happy mood and disposed to make every one happy ahout him, 
and if he keeps on ^s he is going, witliout getting too far out 
of his depth, he will make the most popular king that ever sat 
on the English throne. 

The following letter "was written just after news 
of tlie flight of Charles X. from the French capital, 
and touches briefly upon some literaiy arrangements. 
The " article in the Quai-terly " for which Lockliai-t, 
its conductor, sends him fifty guineas, was a review 
of the Conquest of Granada, published in that period- 
ical in May. It was a mere illustrative and explan- 
atory review, written by him at the special request of 
Murray, a year after the publication of the work, to 
clear up some misconceptions, to which the use of that 
fictitious personage, Fray Antonio Agapida, had led, 
and did not. contain a line comnieiidatory of the w-ork, 
though it was afterwards made the foundation of an 
ignoble charge against him, that he was not above 
puffing his own works. He had not asked or expected 
any compensation for it. Some of the observations in 
this ai'ticle were afterwards embodied by him in a 
" Note to tlie Revised Edition " of the Chronicles, pub- 
lished at New York by G. P. Putnam, in 1850. The 
reader will find the Note at the end of the Introduction 
to tlie volume. 

Voi,. II.--19 (28) 
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[2o PsUr Irving, 

My BEAK Bhother : 

Henry and myself set off tliia evening at six o'clock for 
Southampton, to cross on the steamboat to Havre. Mr. 
McLane Las beea 4;in<i enough to permit me to make out 
Henry's passport as attached to the legation ; this will be a pe- 
CTiIiat protection to him in entering and coming out of France. 
I trust, however, the sanguinary struggle is over ; by the last 
accomits all is tranciuil at Paris, It has been a hrilliant revo- 
lution. I cannot hut regret that I was not at Paris at the 
time. However, I shall get there in Mm% to witness some of 
the effects. The excitement and exultation of the Parisians, 
&e,, &c, 

I hope they will make no terms with the Bourbons. 

I shall now expect to see Spain in a complete combustion. 

* * * I received a letter from Lockhart this morning 
from Scotland, enclosing me Mun*ay's check on a banking 
house in London for fifty guineas, for the article in the Quar- 
terly, and hoping that I would contiihute further articles occa- 
sionally. 

Six days later (Aug. S)) be ivrites lo Mr. lleLaiie 
froin Paris : 

I have just returned from the Chamber of Deputies, where 
tlie Duke of Orleans has taken the oath, signed the charter, 
and been hailed king. His appearance, manner, and language 
were manly, frank, and dignified. The whole ceremony was 
simple and noble, and conducted with perfect good sense and 
good taste. The English papers will, of course, give all the 
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details. Mr, EiYes was tlie only member of tlio diplomatic 
corps present, escept a yoiiiig gentleman of the name of 
Cradock, who is attached to the British embassy. The new 
king will be called " Louis Pliilippe." His elevation to the 
throne appears to give general satisfaction. There is no great 
show of enttiusiasm, for, in fact, tlie feelings of tlie Parisians 
are a little exliausted by their recent excitement. Tliere is, 
however, wluvt is likely to wear much better than enthusiasm ; 
universal cheerfulness and rational content. People seem gen- 
erally convinced that they have taken the moat effectual meas- 
ure to produce tnnquillity and to ensure tbe perpetuity of the 
great political blessmgs they have attained. All Paris is quiet ; 
everything goes on as usual and yoiv would scarcely credit 
your sensei that tins capital a few days since was a scene of 
cnil war and at tJ e mercy of the rabble. 

McC IS here under the military title of colonel. He 

witnesoed some of the scenes of the revolution from liia win- 
dow wilh ppn m hand writing reams of letters to his friends 
in Amenca Hi is ! otter in tlie head than ever, and seems to 
thmk a revolution one of the simplest and safest remedies pos- 
sible foi any political malady. He thinks he knows exactly 
horn to admimstei tlie dose and superintend its operation. 

C IS here ind th v have consultations together. God 

help tb^nitlimndbl Sji.1i! 

After Mr. Irving'e return to London, Mr. McLane 
took a little holiday to visit the curiosities at Paris, 
during which interval, liis Secretary of Legation ad- 
dressed him a letter (dated Sept. 17), of which I 
give the following extracts ; 
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* ^ * Before yoa receive this, you will doiiblless lave 
read in the newspapers the shocking accident that has befallen 
Mr. Huskisson at the great ceremony of opening the Liverpool 
and Manchester railroad, where he was run over by one of the 
steam carriages, and one of his thighs and legs crashed and 
lacerated in so dreadftil a manner as to render it impossible at 
the time to perform an amputation. His life is despaired of, 
and it is very probable we shall this evening hear of his death. 

It is said that the Duke of Wellington but very recently- 
made overtures to Palmerston, the two Grants, and Melbourne, 
to receive them into the cabinet, but that they refused unless 
Huskisson should be admitted. It ia added, that after much 
demor and consideration ilie duke intimated that even this 
point might be accommodated. If such should really be the 
case, the melancholy accident in question has eSectudly re- 
moved a great obstacle to an important change in the cabinet. 
At any rate it iiaa relieved the present cabinet from a formid- 
able opponent, who, if not propitiated, would liave made him- 
self felt in the coming session. It ia a heavy loss, however, to 
the country, 

Talleyrand's appointment * seems to be but little reUshed 
in this country, and indeed it is an unworthy one. The new 
government shoidd have shown some regard to morals as well 
as talents in such a conspicnous appointment. And, in fact, 
the talents of Talleyrand are not of the Idnd suited to the day 
and the crisis. The policy is of the dissolute, lieartlesa kind of 
the old school ; the trickery and intrigue of cabinets and sa- 
loons ; not the pohcy suited to a free country and a frank and 
popular goverament. I question the greatness of any political 
talent that is not based upon integrity. 

• Talleyrand wiis appiiinti.-,! ministei' to England. 
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As to Talleyrand, he cares for nobody and nothing. Hia 
patriotism is a mere local attaclunent, like that of a cat which 
sticks by the house, let wlio will inhabit it. 

On Mr. MeLane's return to London, the Secretary 
took a diplomatic furlough which he passed in tlie 
family group at Birmingham, suspending the printing 
of " The Voyages of the Companions of ColumhuB," 
then in progi'ess, and taking down with him some 
manuscripts upon which he hoped to get to work. 

My visit to Birmingham [he writes to Pcterfrom London, 
Octoher 19] was for ten days, and it was a truly delightful one. 
Irving was there, and Will returned a few days before I came 
iway from a tour in Wales, so that we had a gathering of all 
the family. I cannot tell when I have enjoyed myself eo se- 
renely. It was such a treat after the hurry and scurry, and 
heartless bustle of London. Every morning I wrote in the 
nice little study, and eveiy evening chatted, and laughed, and 
dozed in the necromantic arm chair which you must well re- 
member. * * * 

I have finished three of the Alhambra tales, and worked 
upon three others. Dolgorouki, who has read tlioae finished, 
speaks in the most encouraging terms of them, and from his 
knowledge of the country, and the places and people, he is 
enabled to judge of their local verity. 

Brevoort is here, and will not return to Pans before the 
early part of next month ; we arc rambling about London to- 
gether. 

Poor Mrs. McLane is confined to her bed with an attack 
of acute rheumatism, that deprives her of the use of her limbs. 
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and subjects lier to excruciating pain. * * It tlirows quite 
a gloom oyer our home circle, for she is our sunshine. 

Brcvoort had crossed the ocean in the spring. Mr. 
L'ving bad written to him from London, May 31, when 
his brother Peter was with him : 

I look forward with the greatest deliglit to the prospect of 
our once more meeting, and shoidd have endeavored to be at 
Havre to greet you on your landing on this side of the Atlari' 
tic, hut I am so trammelled by oificial and other duties that I 
find it impossible to leave England. Do let me hear from you 
and tell me your plans, and whether it is probaljle you will 
soon pay London a visit. Peter is with me, and will be re- 
joiced to take you oace more by the hand. 

In another letter to Peter, three days later (Oct. 
23), he has further allusion to Brevooi-t and Dolgo- 
rouki, and gives us likewise a glimpse of John Ran- 
dolph, and Peter Powell. " Peter Powell has come 
back from Italy," said Wilkie to him, " and we shall 
now have him serving up to us the Last Judgment 
of Michael Angelo." In the view of the painter, there 
was no grotesque perversion to which his daniig 
mimicry was not equal. 

I received last evening your letter dated Sunday, 17th, 
which, though you set out by saying you had nothing of any 
interest to say, proved one of the most pleasing and satisfac- 
tory that I liave received from you for a long time, for it 
showed me that you were enjoying a cheerfulness of spirit and 
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golden serenity of mind, worth all the world's wealth and 
glory, and ciuite above it all. Yoiir dreamy morning in the 
Louvre and Tuilleries was quite in cliaractei-. I iiope and 
trust, my dear brother, you will be epared to enjoy ma,ny, 
many such, and that the rest of your life wiD he passed in an 
eaay literary leisure among those scenes that are most to your 
taste and fancy, 

I have been profiting also by the late fine weather to make 
a few rambles about the metropolis and its vicinity, with Bre- 
voort and Dolgotouki. Yesterday, which was such a delicious 
autumnal day as is rarely seen in England, we went down to 
the Gallery at Dulwich, and afterwards dined at a country inn ; 
returning to town part of tlie way on foot, part per coadi. 

Peter Powell returned lately from his Italian tour, or rather 
sojourn ; as short and merry as ever, and still more learned in 
painting, intending, I believe, to devote himself to landscape 
painting, by way of helping to ake both e Is n eet 

Randolph is here, anl o neag e anl ecoentic tlan 
ever. He says he left St. Pete 1 g n acco nt of 11 he 1th 
the climate not agreeing v tl 1 m and be ause t v no 
longer necessary for tiie dject of I s on th t 1 e honli 

reside there. He gave me a ve j n te a o t f I i es 
entation to the emperor a d en i ess w th ea 1 of 1 o u he 
had long conversations, and I bel " nade t! e en press laugh 
at least as much by the p nt of 1 ^ conversat on as by a y 
peculiarity of manner. The story ot 1 s 1 neel g to the em 
peror must have arisen from what he relates himself; that in 
advancing, as one of his legs is contracted and somewhat 
shorter than the other, he limped with it in such a manner that 
he supposes the emperor thought he was about to bend one 
knee, as he made a movement as if to prevent such a thing and 
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said " Nn, no." Randolpli, however, ia too well jnfonned on 
points of etiquette, and too Jofty a fellow to have made such a 
blunder. I have no doubt, however, that he has left behind 
him the character of a rare bird. 

Eandolpli, however " well informed on points of 
etiquette," had his own notions about doing things, 
and I have heaifl Mr. Irving give an amusing account 
of his presentation at court in London, as it came 
under his own notice. Jlr. McLane and Mr. Irving 
called for him in a carriage, and they found him pre- 
pai'ed to accompany them with black coat, and black 
small clothes, with knee buckles, white stockings, and 
shoes with gold buckles, a sword, and a little clack 
hat. They looked wonderingly at his dress, so likely 
with his odd figure to attract observation. He pointed 
to liis gold buckles, " No sham about them. EundoU 

and Bridge, by !" To some observation, as to 

the propriety of his dress, "I wear no man's livery, 

by ! " But, said Mr. Irving, the object of a court 

costume is to avoid awkwardness and challenge ; there 
is a convenience in it ; and at all events you don't 
want a sword. " Oh now, Irving, as to a sword, you 
need not pretend to teach me about that ; ray father 
wore a sword before me, by !" Mr. Irving ex- 
plained that the sword belonged to a different cos- 
tume, but was out of place in that dress. This seemed 
to strike Eandolpb, and he unbuckled his sword after- 
wards, and left it in the carriage. As he was about to 
enter the antechaniber, where the foreign ministers are 
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in waiting, he was, aa Mr. Irving had feared, stopped 
hy the usher. Mr. Irving imujediately explained who 
he was, and he was permitted to pass, " Tliere 
now, Eandolph," said he, " you see one of the incon- 
veniences of being out of costume," In the ante- 
chamber, the foreign ministers eyed him curiously. 
Admitted to the presence chamber, he preceded Mr. 
Irving, made his bow to royalty in iiis turn, and then 
passed before other members of the royal family. As 
he went by the Duke of Sussex, the latter beckoned 
Mr. Irving ; " Irving," said he, with his thumb re- 
vei-eed over his right shoulder, and moving it sig- 
nificantly up and down, half suppressing a laugh 
at the same time ; " who's your friend, ITokey 
Pokey ? " Mr. Irving, jealous for the honor of his 
coimtry, replied with emphasis : " That, Sir, is John. 
Randolph, United States Minister at Russia, and one 
of the most distinguished orators of the United States." 

Some time afterwards, Mr. Irving was dining with 
the Duke of Sussex, and he inquii-ed aft«r McLane, 
who had returned to his own country ; then, pursuing 
his inquiries, he added with a significant smile, " and 
iiow is our friend Hokey Pokey ? " 

Pandolph, said Mr. Irving, in concluding these an- 
ecdotes, a long, gaunt, thin, poke of a fellow, with no 
beard, small features, bright eyes, attracted attention 
wherever he went — he was queer, but always wore 
the air and stamp of a gentleman. 

I asked what impression he made by his conversa- 

VOL. II,— 10* 
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tional powers. "He was remai-kablc in this respect," 
he replied ; " but he was not at home among the Lon- 
don wits. I dined with him when Sidney Smith and 
othera were present, but he did not shine. He was 
not in his 'beat." 

Tlie following extract of a letter to Peter Irving, 
dated London, Oct. 29, 1S30, gives a little insight 
into his literaiy labors : 

I am jogging on with the printing of tlie voyages. Murray 
has retunied from Scotland, and expresses himself highly pleased 
with the part of the work that is already in print. I have re- 
ceived the sketches from Spain of the convent of La Rahida, 
Paloa, the arms of tlie Pinzons, &c., wliich will be engraved as 
illustrations. Tlie whole of the edition of the abridgment of 
Columbus (tea thousand copies) is, I am told, already sold.'* 

The three legends that I have finished Eire, The Three Beau- 
tiful Princesses, The Moor's Legacy, and tlie Garden of Linda- 
rasa ; they are considerably altered and improved ; and the 
hinta you noted down have been of gi*eat service. 

To his brother Ebenezer, to wliom lie had been 
transmitting a duplicate copy of the Toyages of the 
Companions of Columbus for publication in America, 
simultaneously with its publication in England, he 
sends, Nov. 32, this glimpse of bis difficulty in making 
his diplomatic and literary life go hand in hand. 

I hope to be able in the course of the ■winter to complete 
some writings of a fanciful nature which I have in hand, but 

* It wili be recollected he had giten tlie Abridgment to Murray. 
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I'eally I am so ImrrieiJ and hampered in London that 1 have 
no time for anytMng. I feel my official situiition a terrible 
eacrifice of pleasure, profit, and literary reputation, without fur- 
nishing any recompense. 

Ten days later (Dee. 3) lie writes to Peter, enngly 
quartered " in the old Hotel de Breteuil " at Paris : 

My literary concerns reniaiji in sUilu quo. I have not been 
able to think of them since last I wrote you. As this gust of 
diplomacy is now bloivn over and the bustle of visiting, &c., in- 
cident to a change of ministry, I hope to be able to resume my 
pen a little on my own account, 

* * * The court continues to be a busy one, Tliere 
are levees every week, and we have attended all except the 
last one The queen hi"* likewise g'veii a grand e^eaing party 
at the palace to which I vas invited It was really li iljiiit 
The magnificent su te of ifite aparfmcnts weie tliiown open 
adniiribly hghted up and crowded by the rank fashion and 
beatty of the comitry — the gentlemen all in uniform oi full 
dress aud the ladie*. befeathercd like so manv Uid^ of paiadiae 
I was prespnted to the queen and iecei\ d by hei in a \eiv 
kind and compi nentarj manner Theie had been a gnnd 
dinner that day at court, at which Mr. McLane was present. 
It was just after the issiii7]g of the order in council, which, com- 
pleted the arrangement between the two coimtriee. The king 
was particularly attentive to him, drank wine twice with him, 
and the second time gave as a kind of toast to him, " Perpetual 
friendship between my country and yours." When Mr, McLane 
had his formal audience to present his new letter of credence, 
the king received him quite in a hearty, sociable manner, and 
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after expressing his sinci^re inteiitioii of ciiltivating tlie most 
friendly relations with our country, took occasion to speak in 
very handsome terms of General Jackson, and cliargecl Mr, 
McLane to commraiicate to the old general Ills persoaal good 
will and his esteem for Lis character and conduct. Our diplo- 
matic situation, therefore, at tliia court is as fftvorable and grati- 
fying as wo could desire, being treated with marked respect 
and friendliness by the royal family, and by the various mem- 
bers of the administration, both of the old and new ministry ; 
and all this appears to be spontaneous ; as, while we have ful- 
filled all the usual forms of mere civility and etiquette, we have 
never courted any favor or attention, but have rattev held out- 
selves in reserve, and let the advance be made from the other 

p-,iij 

I tiust the gencial offe t of on mibaion h re will be to 
place the lelationa of the \v.o eountues on a mon iranble 
foofmg generilly, and at the same timi, to establish freer la 
tercourse personal!) for oui diploimoy it this court wbere it 
^sa-s formeily iecet\ed ■with coldness and leserve Nothing 
can be more easy and fiank thin the mannei with which at 
present we are embled to ciiry on our buampwi with the mm 
jsters ind at the pibl G officer The e conside ratio ni m some 
measure lecoiicJL mi, to tha mteiiupdon this diplomat c episode 
liEB made m my quiet hterniy life ind con ole mp amid t the 
official bustle and the d stract on of court pageantiy and Lon 
don life, which after all ha\e no longer H0%Llty oi chaiin for 
me, and are a gnevous tax upon my spirits. 

Dolgoiouki his received orders from liis court, regularly 
attaching him to the embassy here, with a great augmentation 
of Ins appomtmentd Ho will therefore remain in London, 

Tills 13 very giatifyiiig to me, as he is a very interesting 
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and valuable companion, and I believe is most sincerely and 
sb'Ongly attached to me. He has taken up his quarters in 
Maddox street, so that he is close at hand. I find him a j^reat 
stimulator to me in literary matters. 

I dined a few days since with David Wilkie, who is 
getting on with hia picture of John Knox preaching. I 
believe you have .seen the study for it. It will, I tliink, behia 
grandest production, and will distjince all modern competition 
in his art. It is admirable to see the simplicity of the man, 
surrounded by the splendid produclions of his genius. Theo- 
dore* called on h m a few dajo amce Tiitli 1 young American 
about his own age viho hal a gieat de ire to see Wdl le. 
Honest David lail by hi pencd and attendel to tlie two 1 ds 
as if they had been tl e mo'st importiut comio sseur? He 
sliowed them all his paintings si etcher ditwnga Lc Theo- 
dore came home ipiitt m raptuiei 

Newton has three subjects m 1 ail c Pi am iciling 
the letter, and his ■« ie onsionsU watch ng li m Tl suljert is 
not striking, but be t\i11 mike a 1 eiutiful p ctuie of t by the 
effect of coloring, drci'ies &c Another is Leir reclining in a 
chair, with the phvaician on one '^ide and Cordel a on the 
otlier. The figuie if Leir is merely si elcl ed 11 very ^rand. 
I tliink the picture will be veiy effect \ e The third is a pretty 
little thing from Pope's Rape of the Lock — Belinda contem- 
plating herself in her toilet glass. It will have the charm of 
Newton's graj;e and color. 

Leslie is employed on a small picture of Petrucliio in the 
scene with the tailor, &:c. I have not seen it, 

* A son of his brother Ebenezer, who had Tisited him at Madrid in 
1628, and was now about to relum to the Uniled Slates. 
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Keiiney has b ade his ippearincp nf late r ore weazen 
than ever. He 1 i jon antic drami in bhik 'veiae com n^ 
out at Drury Lane fo inded on a S; am h suDject anl I be 
lieve taken or g ually from a SpaJiish pla^ It has some stril 
ing scenes, 1 1 1 th nl ti e itnitions are produced \ j itther 
extravagant mean« Still Joliii has a coirs pilato ail ■^ti n" 
stomach, and reh hes po^erf 1 h&hes 

Payne hi also rev = ted the glim[Si,s of the '^im and has 
dined with me. He is as fresh and fair as a rose, and appeared 
to he in marvelloua good spirits, notwithstanding that he was 
as usual up to the ears with negotiations for some half a dozen 
pieces of various kinds. He lefi a three act comedy with me 
for perasal a long time since, which has really some very good 
scenes, and is accepted at the theatre on condition that he will 
reduce it to two acts, which, in fact, would he an. improvement. 
As I have heard nothing from Payne on. the subject for some 
time past, I apprehend that he has forgotten this one of his 
multifarious offspring. 

I close tlie record of this year with the following 
passage from a letter to his brother Peter, who was 
now suffering under a return of his headaches, which 
had made him sensitive to all the noises and inter- 
raptions of Paris, without being able to enjoy its 
amusements. He had therefore retired to Havre, for 
" a little qniet life, under the wing of the worthy Tom 
Tug," as Washuigton was fond of styling Peter's true 
and kind-heai-tad friend, the American Consul Beasley. 
" Give Tom Tug a hearty embrace for me," is one of 
his affectionate messages to Peter. 
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The letter from wliich tlie extract is taken, Js dated 
December 21, 1830. The volume is the Voyages of 
the Companions of Columbus ; a work to which he 
had been prompted by Peter. 

A few days since 1 sent tlie last page of the volume of 
Voyages to the printer, and have since received tliree notes of 
hand from. Murray, dated Dec. 17, at sis, nine, and twelve 
months, for £175, makmg five hundred guineas, or £525. I 
have endorsed them over and remitted them to H. Van Wart, 
with orders to pass tliem to your credit. They will form a 
fund, therefore, which you can draw against whenever you 
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LIFE AND LETTEBS 



CHAPTER XXVI. 



XN the beginning of tliis yeai', Mr. Irving went to 
-*- his sister's at Biriningliam, where he remained 
four or five weeks, hoping to do something " in tlie 
way of composition," and whence lie writes to Peter, 
February 3 : 

It will gcieve me to leave ib'm moat comfortable and de- 
lightful little nest, where one is surrounded by so many do- 
mestic enjoyments, witk nothing from without to " molest one 
or make oce afraid." I should have enjoyed my visit niiicli 
more, however, cotjd I have turned it to advantage in a liter- 
ary way. I came down prepared for the purpose, with my 
trunk hnlf filled with manuscripts ; but, tfiongh I had every 
1 and faciUty for Uterary occupation, I Jiave been 
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visited by one of the most inveterate fits of mental inertness 
tliat I liave ever experienced. It is excessively provoliing, as 
I tad counted xipon this quiet recess to put all my literary 
plans for tlie spring and aunimor in a state of forwardness, and 
now tkey are thrown completely aback ; but there is no help- 
ing these matters, any more than there is the winds and tides 
when they set against one. * * * 

In a postscript be adds : 

In a letter which I have just received from Vei-planck, who 
is reelected to Congress, he says: "I have a copyright bill 
before Congress with which I have taken great pains. It con- 
solidates, enlarges, and explains our laws on that subject, 
which are full of confusion and doubt. It extends the term to 
twenty-eight years, with powers of renewal for a like term by 
the author or his widow at the expiration, I hope to get the 
bill through before the 4tli March puts an end to this Congress." 

E. I. writesme that James Paulding has just concluded a 
work in two volumes, called The Dutchman's Fireside, for 
which the Harpers have given him $1,400. I see by the 
papers that James has likewise gained the prize offered by one 
of the theatre for the beat tliree act comedy. It is called 
The Lion of the "West ; his hero a rodomontading Congress- 
man from the Western States. It does not appear to be as 
yet on the stage. 

It liad aftei'ward great success oji tlie stage, with 
Hackett as Kimrod Wildfire. 

On his return to London !ie writes to Ebenezer, 
Febniai-y 22 ; 

Vol. II.— (39) 
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I send a copy of Slideil's Year in Spain, wliicii I cor- 
rected for the press, and got Murray to publish in a very cred- 
itable style. It "will give the lieuteniint n complete launch in 
literature. 

Send the copy, and also the number of the Quarterly Re- 
view, to Mr. Slidell's father, with ray kind regards. 

The copy of the Quarterly, which he here requests 
to be sent to Mr. Slidell's father, contained a Review 
of the Year in Spain, which was written by himself, 
and no doubt helped the success of the woi'k in 
England. 

This review w£^ given gratuitously to the Quarterly, 
and with the explanatory article on the Conquest of 
Granada before alluded to, constituted his only con- 
tributions to that periodical, of wMcli he had before 
written, when Murray had offered him 100 guineas an 
article ; " It is so hostile to our country that I cannot 
bear to lift my pen in ita service." The Review was 
moat distinguished for this hostility during the editor- 
ship of William Gifford, now dead. 

[To Peter Irviiiff.'j 

LosDos, Mdrch 1, 1831. 

My dear BnOTHEE : 

* * * I have been unwell, witli a slight fever for four 
or five day'a past, but am once more abroad. I fancy it was 
partly bilioiia and partly brought on by the hurry, excitement., 
and distraction of ibis London life, particularly at this season 
and in the present times. I had attended the queen's drawing 
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room, a dinner at the Duke of Somerset's, and a full dre^ ball 
at the Dul(e of Devonsliire's; so that I had to change my dress 
four timesin the course of the day, to racket abou.t from post 
to pillai, and did not get to bed until two o'clock. The next 
morning I woke with a psdn in my back and limha, and in the 
course of the day "was talsen with chills, &c. The attack, how- 
ever, has been but slight, and would scarcely be wortli men- 
tioning, except that it is so rare a thing for me to be troubled 
in this way. 

I had a letter from E. I. lately. He had made a bargain 
with Carey and Lea of Philadelphia about the "Voyages;" 
tliey are to give fifteen hundred dollars for the privilege of 
printing three thousand copies, and he binds liimseK to allow 
tliem three years to sell off the edition, though he trusts they 
will sell it in less than two. I observe they advertise it to he 
published in one octavo volume. I tlunk the arrangement a 
good one. * * * J believe I told you Murray's first edi- 
tion of the abridgment of Columbus, of which he printed tea 
thousand copies, is sold, and he is putting another edition to 
press. The "Companions" seem to be very succ^sful, and 
what is a good sign, are favorites with the publisher, 

* * * Kenney has been trying all the season to get a 
tragedy performed at Drury Lane, but has been kept in sus- 
pense until he is as thia as an apothecary's spatula. I had a 
note from him a few days since, telling me he was to have a 
few "vagabonds" to dine with him to-morrow, and begging 
me to give him my company, as Macready was to be there and 
my presence might be of service to Hm (Kenney), If I feel 
well enough I shall go. 
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The following letter, addressed to Brevoort at Paris, 
will help to fill lip the picture of his London life. 

London, Mareli 31, ISSl 

Mt dear Bhevoort : 

I will not pretend to apologize to you for not having Avrit- 
ten to you for so ipng a time. I am weaiy of npoiogizing on 
this liead, and by tliis time my friends must Imow the nature 
of my life in this tremendous Babel, wliich leaves me no leisure 
or quiet. As long as I remain in London, I shall be worth 
nothing eitlier to ray friends or to myself, and this I foresaw 
and foretold when I was advised to come here. However, 
this like all things else will have its end, * * * 

I am just recovering from a four clays' fit of illness — rather a 
long spell for my.regular constitution. I believe it was brought 
on mote by the excitement and the hni-ry, and harassing life I 
lead here in this time of political, literary, and fashionable 
tnmu3t than by anything else. The misfortune witli me is, 
that I embark in it with ill will, and worry myself by trying 
to stem the current, which after aU hears me away in spite of 
every exertion. 

I am looking out daily for Jack Nicholson, who will no 
doubt come charged to the very muaale with all kinds of revo- 
lutions, conspiracies, brawls, and battles, having taken all the 
belligerent towns of Belgium and Holland in his route. I ex- 
pect to see him rounder and more rohusfioiM than ever, having 
all the affairs of the world under his belt. What Jack will 
have to relate when he returns to New York I I think, like 
the innkeeper in Rabelais, he ought to invite all Uie quid- 
nuncs of "Wall street to a general meeting to see him burst. 

We are in the beginning of an eventful week. This even- 
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ing will determine the fate of the present cabinet, -wMch is in a 
tottering condition, and we ut lool in:; 3a ly for decisive news 
from Paris, We must have tidings of moment too from 
Poland, though I fear wo shall have dismal news from that 
quarter. However, ilia great came of nV thf uorld will ei on 
What a stirring moment it la to live in. I never took such 
intense interest in newspapers. It seems to me as if life were 
breaking out anew with me, or that I were entering upon quite 
a new and almost unknown career of existence, and I rejoice 
to find ray sensibilities, which were waning as to raany objects 
of past interest, reviving with all their freshness and vivacity 
at the scenes and prospects opening around me. I trust, my 
dear Brevoort, we shall both be spared to see a great part of 
this grand though terrible drama that is about to be acted. 
There will doubtless be scenes of horror and suffering, but 
what splendid triumphs must take place over these vile systems 
of falsehood in every relation of human afiaiis, that have been 
woven over the human mind, and for so long a time have held 
it down in despicable thraldom. 

Do, when you have leisure, as leisure you surely must have 
in abundance, write me a line, and do not stand upon the cere- 
mony of my answering you regularly. If you cotJd but know 
how I am cut up to very bits in my time and how totally I am 
destitute of leisure, you would not stand upon any ceremony 
of the kind witli me, 

I received your letter by Mr. , the gentleman who 

brought the poem some time since. There was a long letter, 
too, from the authoress, which it was quite out of my power to 
answer, I left the poem with Murray, on my going out of 
town, saying everything I could in its praise. He wrote me 
word that he had dechned publishing it, as he did not think it 



ijbyGoogle 



45i I'IFG AND LETTERS [18S1. 

calculated to advance either tlie author's interests or reputation. 
I am continually applied to hj wtitere to help their works into 
the press. Now there is no person less able to do so than I. 
My only acquaintance among the publishers is Murray, who is 
the most difficult being on earth to please. * * * 

June 6, he writes to his brothei- Peter at Birming- 
ham : 

-s * » jijj McLane lias reccin,d ppinu'^sion to return 
home, and an iiiYitation to a seat in the cabuiet The former 
he avails- himself of immediately, and will sail from tbis port 
either on the 22d inst. or on the 1st July, riio-*t probably the 
latter. The seat in the cabinet will be a matter of further con- 
BJderation, I remain here as ckarg6 d'affaires ; though it is 
expressly stated that I remain on secretary's jtay. I trust, 
however, another minister will be appointed with as little 
delay as possible, so that I shall be relieved by autumn at 
farthest. * * * 

The following letter is addressed to Mr. McLane, 
who had arrived in the United States from London, 
early in August, and now filled the place of Secretary 
of the Treasury, made vacant by the recent dissolu- 
tion of General Jackson's cabinet ; to which the res- 
ignation of Mr. Van Buren in April, as Secretary 
of State, had led tlie way, Mr. Yan Buren was now 
coming out to London to sueeecd Mr. McLane as 
American Minister to the Court of St. James ; Mr. 
L:ving in the interim acting as charge. 
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[To Louis McLane.'] 

loNDo:', Aug. 30, 18SL 

My MAE Sir: 

I was greatly gratified and obliged by your letter of July 
31, and lejoiced to find that you were all once more safely 
landed on our own shores. I hope and trust that everything 
will go prosperously witli you, and that your situation at 
"Wasliington will prove as happy to yourself as I am sure it , 
will be advantageous to the country. I am sick to very loath- 
ing of the correspondences witli which our papers have been 
filled for some time past, and my only consolation is, that the 
European papers are so taken up with their own concerns, and 
the public miad here se bewildered with reform, revolution, 
and cholera morbus, that there is no space or leisure for com- 
ments upon our follies. Yet it is grievous to think that wo 
should so shamefully use the advantages which all the rest of 
the world are striving at the cost of heart's blood to obtain. I 
look forward for better things from tlie new cabinet, and trust 
that it will not suffer private feuds and private interests to take 
up the time that should be devoted to the great questions and 
concerns of the nation. Affairs are going on here "as 'it 
pleases God," tliat Is to say, very little to the satisfaction of 
man. The wliigs have been so long out of harness that they 
do not understanl well 1 ow to draw together, and the great 
refomi omnibus oves b t 1 Iv a d has great difficulty in 
BurmoLinting the ped ment cont n lly put in its way. Lord 
John is almost kno 1 e J up ! y fl e fat j,ues and perplexities lie 
has undergone ; ot nd ta d ng ve y clearly, it is insinu- 
ated, the nature of the gl ty egf 1 e 1 is been employed to 
hatch, and being wor out by be g obi ^ed to sit so long upon 
the nest. The anti-reformers swear that the egg is already 
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addled, and they begin to crow with some heart on the sappo- 
sition. There is certainly some misgiving and anxiety among 
the conductoi-3 of the measure, and a very general discontent 
and, impatience throughout the country. Still I trust the meaa- 
ute will ultimately prevail. 

I will deliver your message to Lord Holland when I see 
him.. He has asked most kindly aft«r you whenever I have 
met with him ; indeed you have reason to he highly gratified 
with the impression you have left behind you generally. It is 
exactly such a one as a man of honorable ambition and kind 
feelings should covet ; a mixture of tlie highest esteem and 
respect with the most cordial good will. * * * 

I trust the government will perfectly understajid that in de- 
clining to continue here as secretary, I am influeaced by no 
feeling of petty pride or mistaken etiquette. I have no idea of 
any derogation in returning from a casual and transient eleva- 
tion as chargS ifaffazies to the duties of the secretarj siui and 
should have made a pomt of diacounten'tncmg luch fali=e punc 
tilio by my example lid not other con'Ji leiationi of which }ou 
are well aware, induce me to lesire ftr the pi aent i t tdl 
emancipation from official duties 

I am looking forward with great pleasure to the iiiiv 1 of 
Mr. Van Buren, and to my release from London an 1 ita hir 
assing life, as soon as 1 shall have put him up to the routine 
of affairs and the usages of the town I shiU then turn my 
attention to my own private affairs, and mike prepaiation fo 
ray return to the United States ; but I b^g n to fea I 1 11 
not be able to arrange them so as to let before next vear 
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I have just seen Mr. Van Bureii, and do not wonder you 
should all be so fond of him. His mannsrs are most amiable 
and ingratiating, and I Lave no doubt he will become a favor- 
ite at this court, and wiU continue those amicable relations you 
have eo advimtageously established. 

I am going out with hiia to put him in the routine of the 
town. Should Mrs. McLane and Rebecca be witji you, I beg 
you to remember me to tliem most affectionately, as well as to 
all the other members of the family, ever most especially sing- 
ling out my dear, darling little Sally, I am, my dear sir, 
Yours ever most truly, 

Wabhikgtojt Irvikg. 

On the 30th of September, Mr. Irving retired from 
the legation, and two days after he informs his brother 
Ebenezer that he should set off in a few days with 
Peter for Birmingham, wliere he should occupy him- 
self diligently in preparing some writings for the 
press, and that he should not be able to return home 
till next year. 

On the 28th of September, two days before his 
departure for Birmingham, Soott arrived in London 
on his way to Italy, and Lockhart, -thinking he would 
enjoy the society of a friend, sent for Mr. Irving to 
dine with him. It was just after tlie fatigue of travel, 
and though Scott rallied a little afterwards, and made 
a better appearance ; in this his final interview witl; 
Mr. Irving, he showed sadly the eclipse of his powers. 
It was a family dinner, Lockhart and wife; Anne Scott, 
f and Scott, being all. Seott was seated when 
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he entered ; and as he approached him and took liim 
by the hand, " Ah 1 ray dear fellow," said he, " time 
has dealt lightly with you since last we met." At din- 
ner, amid the conversation of the others, his mind 
would occasionally gleam up, and he would strilte in 
with some story in his old way ; but the light would soon 
die out, and liis liead would sink, and his countenance 
Ml as he saw that he had failed in giving point to what 
he was telHng. The others would resume, and attempt 
to divert attention hy talking of matters in which he 
might not be disposed to join. " How different," said 
Mr, Irving in relating this mournful experience, " from 
the time I last dined with him, when Scott was tlie 
life of the company, all hanging on his lips ; every 
body mailing way for his anecdote or story." After 
dinner the ladies went up staire, and Locthart said 
to his guest, " Ii'ving, give Scott your arm." As 
the latter approached, and Scott took liis arm, while 
he grasped his cano with the other hand ; " Ah ! " said 
he, " the times are changed, my good fellow, since we 
went over tlie Eildon hills together. It is all nonsense 
to tell a man that his mind is not affected, when his 
body is in this state." 

This was his last meeting with Seott, that noble 
spirit in whom he had so much delighted, and 
who, in Lis estimation, was only second to Shake- 
speare. Lockhart, in the Memoirs of his Life, eri's in 
saying that Mr. Irving saw him frequently at this 
time, for though Scott remained in London for several 
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weeks, Irving left the second day after this inter- 
view for au absenoe of more tlian a month, which was 
divided between Birmingham, Sheffield, and Barl- 
borough Hall. 

From Slieflield, where he was on a visit to his 
nephew, Irving Van Wart, a temporary resident of 
the place, he addressed a letter to his sister, Mrs, Paris, 
dated October 14, from which it will be seen that 
Newton had embarked for liis native country, carrying 
with him a likeness for which Mr. Irving had recently 
been sitting, and which he pronounces the beat that had 
ever been taken of him. " My friend Newton," is his 
language, " who sailed from London a few days since, 
took with him a small portrait of me, for which I had 
sat at your request. It is the most accurate Hkeness 
that has ever been talien of me." * 

A fortnight later, Mr. Irving addressed to the same 
sister the following account of some curious and 
interesting visits and excursions. 

EiKT.BoconGii Hali. Ort, 33, 1S31. 

My bkar Sistek: 

* ^ * I left Sheffield about five days since to pay a 
long-promiaed visit to the owner of this mansioji, -which is in 
Derbysliire, about twelve miles from Sheffield. It is an old 
hall, built in the time of Queen Elizabeth, and the owner de- 
clares it is the original of Bracebridge Hall, for which in truth 

* Tills second likeiiesa of Newton's, taken about nine jeai's after the 
first for his friend Brcvoort, is now the property of his niece, Mrs. Storrow, 
a daugtiter of the sister to nbom it was sent. 
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it might have stood for a model. It is in tlie midst of a beau- 
tiful country, and stands In the centre of one of tlioao princely 
domains which rccdei English country gentlemen little sov- 
ereigns, 

I am writing in my hedchamber, one of the most delicioiLS 
old panelled rooms, with stone-shafted windows, ancient por- 
traits, silk curtains of old-fashioned needlework by some of the 
family dames of the olden time. Mine host, the Rev. C. R. 
Eeaston Rodes, is a man of great wealth and gieater eccentri- 
city ; a kind of wet parson, if I may borrow that phrase from 
the Quakers ; as he is a complete hon-vivant, hunts, slioots, 
races, and keeps a kind of open house. His neighbors say that 
hospitality is his greatest vice. With all this he is an excellent 
scholar, something of a poet, and a most kind, generous, and 
warm-hearted man. He lias restored the old mansion in the 
ancient style ; keeps up the old usages, particularly the cere- 
monials of Christmas, and, notwithstanding his extreme buoy- 
ancy of spirit and bustle of existence, manages all his affaii's 
and conducts his whole establishment with admirable system. 
Such a character and such a mansion, as you may easily sup- 
pose, furnish me mudi food for amusing speculation. 

My wortliy host has taken me all about the neighboring 
country to see the curious old edifices with which it abounds. 
We were yesterday at Hardwick Castle, an antiquated pile be- 
longing to the Duke of Devonshire, but which he never in- 
habits except on a casual visit of a day at a time. The castle 
ia maintained in its old style, witli the ancient furniture, 
tapestry, &c. There are state apartments which Queen Eliza- 
beth once occupied in one of her progresses through the king- 
dom, and there is another apartment in which poor Mary, Queen 
of Scots, was once confined. The bed and all the furniture re- 
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main &a in her time. Theie is an immense picture gallery, 
with the portraita of all the Cavendishes and their connections, 
and of various of the British monarchs. TJiia curious old pile 
stands on the brow-of a hill with a lordly park about it, and 
commanding a wide and heautiful prospect. 

The duke's agent, lir. Ashby of Ashby Hall, was passing 
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mcreaaed so much as I gazed upon her, that I had to turn 
off to a window to conceal my agitation. * * * 

Oct. 30ffi.— Since I wrote the above I have made an es- 
curaion with Mr. Rodes to Newatead Abbey, once the seat 
of Lord Byron, which is about seventeen miles from this. It 
is now in the possession of a Colonel Wildman, ivlio was once 
school mate of Lori Bjions at Harrow and who hai in 
enthusiastii., venpration fur the bard He is a gentleman of 
immense f tune inl i& expending enormous simsin putting 
the old abbey m complete repair It is a most ancient curious 
and beautiful pde ff great extent and mtricacy ind when 
restored w 11 1 one of the finest specimens of tie m ngU 
conventual -xni 1 ii mal buildmgo in England F\ ervtiui g 
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relative to Lord B o jie=Pivel 1(111! the most scrupulous 
caio. Tl bed oo 1 h ofcupii^d with ill its furiiituie as it 
stood, many of hi3 I ooks 1 iloxmijglii =1, & L 

The mmumpnt e ectel ly hmi to &<• memory of his 
favorite N'eT\ foundia id dog B atsw an st 11 "tatida in the 
garden ; and a descendant of Boatswain, a h ige dog which 
had accompaael Lord Byion to Greece and letimed with 
his dead body to England now strolls about the abl ej and 
is a ciieri hed fivonte of Colonel W Idman ir t oit was a 
most interesting one ind was rendered still noie agreeable 
by the polit* attentions of Colonel Wildman, who accompanied 
ua all over the abbey, and explained everything to us. At 
parting, he invited me to pass some days with him whenever 
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elusion to this lettei-. I arrived in London about four daya 
since, where 1 shall pfis3 a little time, and then pay a visit 
or two in different parts of the country, I am at this time 
excessively busy in correcting and finishing some of my 
■writings, and getting my literary matters in order, after the 
long interval of busy life tbat has interrupted them. 

His literary plans, however, were destined to further 
derangement. He writes to Peter the next day 
(Nov. 6) : 

The restlessness and uncertainty in wliicli I have been 
kept, have disordered my mind and feelings too much for 
imaginative writing, and I now doubt whether I could get 
the Alhambra ready in time for Christmas. * * * The 
present state of things here completely discourages all idea 
of publication of any kind. There is no knowing who among 
Uie bookseDers is safe. Those who have published most are 
worst off, for in this time of public excitement nobody reads 
books or buys them. Tliere is tlie double risk of a ivork falling 
dead from the press, and of the bookseller faihng before the 
payment falls due. Those publishers who are safe, are wary of 
publishing until the present crisis is past, lest they should be 
only filling their ledgers with bad debts. You have no idea of 
the gloom that hangs over "the trade," and will contmue to 
do so until reform and cholera have passed by. 
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CHAPTEE XXVII. 



rriHE following letter finds Mr. Ii-ving again at " the 
-L romantic old pile " of Newstead, wliere be tells 
Ilia brother Peter, he is lodged in Lord Byron's room 
and bed, and only vexed " that he cannot eateb some 
inspiration from tbe place." 

[To Mm. Paris] 

My deak Sisteb ; 

Upwards of a month since I left London with Mr. Van 
Buren and his son, on a tour to show them some interesting 
places in the interior, and to give them an idea of 1 
country life, and the festivities of an old-fashioned 1 
Christmas. We posted in an open carriage, as the weather 
was uncommonly mild and beautiful for the season. Our first 
stopping place was Oxford, to visit the nohle collegiate build- 
ToL, II.~20* (30> 
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and are encouraged by Mr. Rodes. We accordingly had mum- 
mers, and morris dancers, and glee singers from the neighbor- 
ing villages ; and great feasting, with the boar's head crowned 
with holly ; the wassail bowl, the yule dog, snap dragon, &c., 
&G. There was dancing by night in the grand tapestried 
apattments, and dancing in the servants' hail, and all kinds of 
memmeiit. The whole was to have wound up by a grand 
fancy ball on Twelfth Night to which all the gentry of the 
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neighborhood were invited, when Mr. Rodes received news of 
the death of a relative, which put an end to the festivities. 

* * * After leaving the hospitable mansion of Mr. 
Rodes we came to Newatead Abbey, on an invitation from Col. 
"Wildraan, the present proprietor. Mr. Van Buren and his son 
remained but a conple of dajs, but I was easily prevailed upon 
to prolong my visit, and have now been here about a foitnight; 
and never lias time passed away more delightfully. I have 
found Col. Wildman a most estimable man, warm-hearted, gen- 
erous, and amiable, and hia wife charming both in character 
and person. The abbey I have already mentioaed to you in a 
former letter as being the ancestral mansion of Lord Byron, 
and mentioned frequently in his writings. I occupy his room, 
and the very bed in which he elept The edifice is a fine mix- 
ture of the convent and the palace, being an ancient abbey of 
friars gi-anted by Henry VIII. to the Byron family. At one 
d th fth ib h h tj G tl f t til t d 
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of which is a grotesque Gothic fountain. Then there are long 
corridors hung with portraits, and set out with figm-es in armor, 
that look like spectres. TJiere are ancient state apartments 
that have been occupied by some of the British sovereigns in 
their progresses, and which still bear their names. These have 
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been restored by Col. Wildman with great taste, and are hung 
with ancient tapestry, and quaintly furnished. There aj-e large 
hails, also, some splendidly restored, others nndorgoing repairs ; 
with long vaultecl chambers that have served for refectories 
and dormitories to the reonks in old times. Behind the edifice 
is the ancient abbey garden, with great terraced walks, ballus- 
trades, fish ponds, formal flower plots, &c,, all kept np in ad- 
mirable style, and suiting the venerable appearance of the build- 
ing. You may easily imagine the charms of such a residence 
connected with the poetical associatioiia with the memory of 
Lord Byron. Tiie solemn and monastic look of many parts of 
the edifice, ako, lias a most mysterious and romantic effect, and 
has given rise to many superstitious fables among the servants 
and the neighboring peasantry. They have a story of a friar 
in black who haunts the cloisters, and is said to have been seen 
by Lord Byron. He certainly alludes to him in his poems. 
Then there is a female ia white, who appeared in the bedroom 
of a young lady, a cousin of Lord Byron, coming through the 
wall on one side of the room, and going into the wall on the 
other side. Besides these there is "Sir John Byron, the little, 
w"h h g t b d" tl fi ■ t f th bb 1 

p bhgb d gmHhb 



ing in ancient wildness, with immense oaks several hundred 
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years old, mostly sliattered and liollow, and inhabited by jack- 
dawa. I have rode throiigli the green glades of these monu- 
mental forests, and pictured to myself Eobin Hood and all his 
renowned band of outlaws ; and I have visited many points of 
the neigborliood which still bear traces of him, such as Rohin 
Hood's chair, Rohin Hood's stable, his well, &c., &c., and I 
have the line of Robin Hood's hills in view from the windows 
of mj" apartment. I am thus in the midst of a poetical region. 
For several days past the Duke of Sussex (brother to the 
king) lias been on a visit at the abbey. His presence has 
caused a succession of dinners and fetes, which has drawn to 
the abbey the moat agreeable company of the neighborhood, 
and given me an opportunity of seeing all the "flowers of the 
forest." It has been delightful to see tlie old cloisters and the 
terra^cod walks of the garden enlivened by beautiful groups of 
ladies, and to hear the halls resounding in the evening with the 
harp and piano. Tlie Duke of Sussex is a most amiable man, 
and puts every one at ease by his sociable and good-humored 
manner. I had frequently seen him at court and met liim at 
formal diplomatic dinners, on which occasions he had always 
been extremely civil in his conduct toward me ; but in thus 
meeting him. in the country I experienced a moi'e familiar cor- 

I shall remam heie .1 few days longer and then return to 
London, to attend to m\ hterary affairs, which from various 
circumotances ha\p been a little retarded. * * Give my 
love to all your hou^eljold Ever most affectionately your 
brother, W. T. 

On returning from the home of Byron to London,, 
he addressed the following letter to his nephew, Pierre 



ijbyGoogle 



^YP LIFE AND LETTERS [1833. 

Pans Irving The latter had juat written to hini 
respecting, the manuscript of a second production of 
tjie anthoi of the Tear in Spain, which had hcen for- 
waided to limi, with a view to its publication hy 
Munay It was entitled Spain Eevisited, Mr. 
Irving bad ah-eady, as we have seen, procured tlie 
pnblieation of the first named worlt, and written a 
review of it for the Quarterly. 

[To Pierre Paris Innng.] 

LtlD -i 1 b 8 IR ' 
il\ DP IK PlFBRr 

I lorw aided to y ur ftil pi 1 y tl e !aat Lneipool ] itket 
fj) p 1 portion of 1 work * whit.h I am piepaiing foi the press 
AuA had iitended to i^enJ moie bv the piesect occasion but I 
ha\ e heen i httle out of ordei and nnaUe to get it ready so 
must defer sending it until the nezt packet I presume ihia 
■will occasion no loss of time as ho w 11 hardly have made the 
necesaary airangementa for the publication of the ■«ork I 
h*« e as yet made no bargain with iny bookaeller heie nor 
shall I until mj manuscnpt is altogether complete Indeed 
the hook ttide is m such a deplonble state thit I haidly know 
wheie (o turn to some are ii^abled and all disheartened 
T) ere is scarce any demand for new works lucli is the di^trac 
tion of the pubhc mind witli reform cholera, and contmental 
revolut 0E3 

I wrote to Mr Shdell some time smce icknoul d^msf the 

receipt of his son s manuscript and explaining (he difEcuLtie-. 

imder which I lay as to e\ccuting his wishes concerning it 

I will thank jou howevei to call on iiim ind tell him how the 

* The Albambra. 
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case stands. Had the M L n a n 

when I wrote for it, I migh h p 

the press, and an opportum y mak g ai a 

But when it arrived, eve ymm ndmd al iHd 
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* * * I have rcc d 
from Mr. Bryant, in which a na limg m 

yet 1 despair of finding a h k hwllff nyngf 

it, or that will even puhlis f w n fi u h 

stagnation of the literary ma k "W n 

have passed away, and th uh n n h tl n 

qui], there will doubtless n h 

like the manufacturers, mu fi 

It was a few days hfoet o hepedn 

letter, wMeli gives sii 1 a d ab ac o nt of t e 
literaiy market, and ]i le M Ir n -wa s ] a 
Newstead, that he rec dh o^^n^, t fo 
tlie American poet, n e oned a e o o he 
extract, William Cullen Bryant, now one ot the throned 
names of modern literature, wlio, having achieved a 
well-earned celebrity in hia own country, was disposed 
to try what welcome he was lilcely to meet at the 
hands of a kindred nntion. 
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[WtUiam Cnlhn Bryant to Washington Trving.'\ 

Kcw YoBK, Dee. 53, 1831. 

Sir: 

I have put to press in tliis city a duodecimo volume of 240 
pages, comprising all my poems which I thought worth print- 
ing, most of which have already appeared. Several of them I 
believe you have seen, and of some, if I am rightly informed, 
you kave been pleased to express a favorable opinion. Before 
publisliing the worl? hero, I have sent a copy of it to Murray, 
the London bookseller, by whom I am desirous that it should 
he published in England. I have taken the liberty, which I 
hope you will pardon a countiyman of yours, who relies on the 
known kindness of your disposition to plead his excuse, of re- 
ferring Mm to you. As it is not altogether impossible that the 
work might be republished in England, if I did not offer it 
myself I could wish that it might be published by a respectable 
bookseller in a respectable manner. 

I have written to Mr. Verplanck, desiring bim to give me 
a letter to you on the subject ; but as the packet which takes 
out my book will sail before I can receive an answer, I have 
presumed so far on your goodness as to make the application 
myself. May I ask of you the favor to write to Mr. Murray 
on the subject as soon as you receive this? In my letter to 
him I have said nothing of the terms, which of course wfll de- 
pend upon circumstances which I may not know, or of which 
I cannot Judge. I should be glad to receive something for 
the work, but if he does not think it worth his while to give 
anything, I h^d rather tbat he should take it for nothing, than 
that it should not be published by a respectable bookseller. 

1 must again beg you to excuse the freedom I have taken. 
I have no personal acquaintance in England, whom I could ask 
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to do what I have ventured to request of you; and I know of 
no person to wliom I could prefer the request with greater cer- 
tainty that it will be kindly entertained. I am, sir, 
"With sentiments of the highest respect, 

Tour obedient humble servant, 

William 0. Beyant, 
P. S. I have taken the liberty to accompany this letter 
with a copy of the work. 

Tlie letter from Verpiaiick which follows, probably 
reached Mr. Irving at the same time with tlie fore- 
going. 

[GuUan C. Verplanck to Washington Irvi'ng.'\ 

Wasdinoiom. Dec. SI, JSSl. 

Dear Irving : 

My friend Bryant, some of whose poetry I know you have 
read and admired, has been correcting, collecting, and is about 
to puhUsh a volume of his poems in. New York. I need not 
praise them to you, A letter received from him this morning 
infoTHis me that he has sent a copy of them to Murray, and 
has referred him to you as to the character of the work. I 
believe that I am answerable myself for this liberty^ though hp 
asks me " to inform him (you) of the liberty he has taken." 
His object ia an honorable publication in Europe, though I 
take it for granted that profit would be acceptable, which I am 
happy to say is not necessary. You will receive a copy of the 
book, which I have not yet seen in the present shape ; but his 
" Lines to the Past," " Lament of Romero," " Southern Wind," 
and everything painting oui own scenery, I am sure can be 
eclipsed by nothing of our own day ; the first 1 ha,Te thought 
by nothing in the li 
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Few but-woiild agree with Yerplauck in this enlogy 
of Bryant's "Lines to tlie Past." Mr. Irving imme- 
diately addressed Murray on tlie subject, as will appear 
from the date of the following reply from his son, 
which I find among his papers. 

[21) Washtn/jlon Irvinz/.l 

Albeuable Street, Janiwry 30. 

My dear Sie : 

Mr, Bryant's volume of poems lias not yet made its ap- 
pearance, though I believe it is on its way. Knowing as I do 
my father's antipathy to everything in the shape of poetry of 
tte present day, I doubt whether lie will b« disposed to publish 
it. If so, I will forward the volume to you when. it comes to 
hand. Very truly yours, 

J. MUERAY. 

Mun'ay, whose affairs wore very mnch enihan'assed 
at this time, did 7iot incline to any poetical venture. 
Mr. Iiwing accordingly took the poems to Mr. An- 
drews, a fashionable bookseller, who agi-eed to publish 
them on condition that he [Mr. Iiwing] would edit them, 
and write a dedication, to which he cheerfully consented. 
But the literary market, as we have seen, was at low 
water at this time, in consequence of the prevalence 
of reform and cholera, and while the poems were 
passing through the press, the publisher became 
alarmed for the effect of an offensive line in the poem 
of " Marion's Men," 

A nd the Britisli soldier trembles 
Whan Marion's name is beard — 
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fearing that it would prejudice the sale of the work 
with the English public, and bring him in a loser. 

•In deference to his scniples, tliough giving little 
weight to tliem himself, Mr. Irving thoughtlessly eon- 
Bented to cxpnngo the obnoxious adjective British, so 
as to malto the line read 

And tiie foeman tvembles in his camp — 

It was an act done in a spirit of kindness to bookseller 
and author, without pausing to inquire whether he 
had autliority to make the change without the sanction 
of the latter, and though it never formed a gi'oimd of 
Complaint by Mr. Bryant, it will be seen hereafter 
tliat Mr. Irving was assailed for the alteration by 
another, and replied, as Bryant hiniBelf has remarked, 
with " mingled spirit and dignity." I now give, as a 
part of the history of this transaction, Mr, In'ing's 
Letter of Dedication to Eogers, prefixed to the Poems, 
with that poet's and Bryant's rejoinders. 

[To Samuel Rogers, Ssq."} 
My eeas Sir: 

During an intimacy of some yeara' standing I have uni- 
formly remarked a liberal interest on your part in the rising 
character and fortunes of my conntry, and a kind disposition to 
promote tie succe^ of American talent, whether engaged in 
literature or the arts. I am induced, therefore, as a tribute of 
gratitude, as well as a general testimonial of respect and friend- 
ship, to lay before you the present volume, ia wbidi, for the 
iirst time, are collected together the fugitive pioductioiiB of one 
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of our living poets, wliose writings are 
throughout tlie United States. 

Many of these poems have appeared at Tarioua timas in 
periodical puhhcationa ; and some of them, I am aware, have 
met your eye and received the stamp of your approbation. 
They could scarcely fail to do so, characterized as they are by 
a purity of moral, an elevation and refinement of thought, and 
a terseness and elegance of diction, congenial to the bent of 
your own genius and to your cultivated taste. They appear to 
me to helong to the best school of English poetry, and to be 
entitled to rank among the highest of their class. 

The British public has already expressed its delight at the 
graphic descriptions of American scenery and wild woodland 
characters contained in the works of our national novelist. 
Cooper. The same keen eye and fresh feeling for nature, the 
same indigenous style qf thinldng and local peculiarity of im- 
agery, which give such novelty and interest to the pages of that 
gifted writer, will be found to characterize this volume, con- 
densed into a narrower compass and sublimated into poetry. 

The de [ t ntm f M B j t ss t lly 

American. Th t p t t th d pth f th 1 

primeval fo f t tl h f tl 1 ly ) k th 1 I f 

the wild, 1 1 t m th b w f th ky pi d 

rising like pmtyf dt d ffl 

while they Id 1 tl gl f I m t ii m t 

extremes, h I pi d d 11 t vi s. t 1 H 1 1 
ration of th ph m ft d tl g p! f li t f 

his details, p tliadptf b g I 

andcommo pi 1 1 1 las tl g ft f h dl tl m 

a pensive grace that blends them all into harmony, and of 
clothiag them with moral associations that make them speak to 
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the heart. Neither, I am convinced, will it be the least of his 
merits in. your eyes, that his writings are imbued with the inde- 
pendent spirit and buoyant aspirations incident to a youthful, 
a free, and a rising country. 

It is not my intention, however, to eater into any critical 
comments on these poems, hut merely to introduce them, 
through your sanction, to the British public. They must then 
depend for success on their own merits ; though I cannot help 
flattering myself that they will he received as pure gems, 
which, though produced in a foreign clime, are worthy of being 
carefully preserved in tlie common treasury of the language. I 
am, my dear sir. Ever most faithfially yours, 

"Washington Ievinq, 

iMsoos, Marcli, 1S82. 

My beae Irvinq ; 

I wish I could thank you as I ought, but that is impossible. 
If there are some feelings which make men eloquent, mine are 
not just now of that class. To have been mentioned by you 
with regard on any occasion, I should always have considered 
as a good fortune. What then must I have felt, when I read 
wliat you have written? If I was a vain man before, I am 
now in danger of becoming a proud one ; and yet I can truly 
say that never ja my life was I made more conscious of my un- 
worthiness than you have made me by your praise. 
BeUeve me to be 

Your very grateful and very sincere friend, 

Samuel Bob ebb. 

MiHCH e, 1833. 

Hew York, April 24, !833. 

My DEAR Sib; 

I liave received a copy of the London edition of my poems 
forwarded by you. I find it difficult to express the sense T en- 
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tertain of the obligation you have laid me under, hy doing so 
much more for me in this matter than I could have ventured, 
under any circumstances, to expect. Had your kindneaa been 
hmited to procuring the publication of the work, I should still 
have esteemed the favor worthy of my particular acknowledg- 
ment ; but by giving it the Banctiou of your name, and pre- 
senting it to the British public with a recommendation so 
powerfiil as yours, on both sides of the Atlantic, I fee! that you 
have done me an honor in the eyes of my countrymen, and of 
the world. 

It is said that you intend shortly to visit this country. 
Your return to your native land will be welcomed with enthu- 
siasm, aad r shall be most happy to make my acknowledgments 
in person. I am, sir, very sincerely yours, 

"Wm. C. Bktant. 

Mr. Irving was crossing the ocean on his way home 
at the date of the foregoing letter, which was intended 
to reach him in Em-ope. As soon as Bryant heard of 
his return, he addressed liim this second letter of ac- 
knowledgment, which was the iirst received : 

My dear Sir : 

I wrote to you some time since, to express my thanks for 
the kind interest you have taken in the publication of my book 
in Bnglaud, but perceiving your name in a morniug paper 
among those of the passengers in the last Havre packet, I con- 
clude that my letter has not reached you. I take tliis oppor- 
tunity, therefore, of doing what my absence from New York 
will not permit me to do at present in person, namely, to say 
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how exceedingly I am obliged to you for haying done so much 
more for my hook than. I was entitled, under any circumstances, 
to expect. I was not yain enough to hope that you would give 
it to the British puhhc with the sanctioa of your name, or take 
upon yourself in any degree the responsibility of its merit. To 
your having done so, I ascrihe the fevorahle reception, for such 
it is, so far as I am able to judge, which it has met with in 
Great Britain, as well as much of the kindness with which it is 
regarded in this country. 

I am, sir, very gratefully and truly yours, 

W. C. Bbtast. 

Having anticipated a little to give the foregoing 
letters, I must now go back to a period jnet preceding 
the London publication of the poema. 

Febmary 14th, Washington writes to his brother 
Ebenezer from London : 

It is a deplorable time for publishing in England : reform 
and cholera ! The latter has just made its appearance about 
the lower skirts of the city. The panic about it, however, has 
in a great measure subsided. I feel no apprehension of it, ani3 
even if it spreads shall not leave town until all my hterary ar- 
rangements are complete. 

Two days later he writes to Peter ; 

You will perceive, by the papers, that there are repeated 
cases of the cholera about the eldrts of London. Never did a 
nation take more pains to put itself into a panic and a scrape 
than tills. I doubt very much whether these cases arc anything 
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■worse tbau ■what thej have almost every year, and certainly 
the experience of three or four months -during ■which this chol- 
era has been raging in various parts of the island shows it to he 
one of the most moderate epidemics that ever laid a country 



Jlr. Irving was, on all occasions of peril or panic, 
the reverse of an alarmist. 

The letter ■which follows bears date on the sixth 
of March, and will show, among other matters of 
interest, how Mr. Irving regarded the Senate's refusal 
to confirm the nommation of Mr. Van Buren as Min- 
ister to England, The pretext for this rejection, it 
may be remembered, was found in a passage of that 
gentleman's instructions when Secretaiy of State, to 
Mr. McLane, respecting his negotiations with the 
English Ministry for the reopening of the trade with 
the British West Indies ; a privilege which had been 
forfeited in former administrations, and which was 
rratored under the Presidency of General Jackson. 
Webster and Clay opposed the confirmation, and it 
was lost by the casting vote of the Vice-President, 
John C. Calhonn. 

[To Peter Irving^ 

LoNDOH, Mareli 16, 1832. 

My dear Brothek : 

Your delightful long .letter of the 27tli February, ■was quite 
a treat, and was rendered the more acceptable from my having 
become a little uneasy (irom your long silence) lest you should 
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bo suffering under an attack of your lieadaclies, as you liad 
complained slightly of it in a previous letter, 

I sent off the first volume of the Alhamhra hy the Liver- 
pool packet of the 1st, and am now treating, through Col. As- 
piawall, with CollDurn and Bentley about the publication of it 
here. I have directed it to be published in. New York on the 
lat of May, The second volume is nearly ready; but I am 
not determined as to whether I shall bring it out at the same 
time, or suffer a few weeljs to intervene 

Mr. Van Buien pursues pretty much the plan you thought 
of, when you spoke of the possibility of his nomination being 
rejected. Some of his friends were urgent for his immediate 
return, to throw biraself into the Senate, and attack his foes 
sword in hand. We had long talks on the subject ; the result 
was, that he determined to remain here a few weelcs until he 
had put the affairs of the legation in a fair trrnn ; then to visit 
some parts of the continent, and to sail for the United States so 
as to be there in June ; by which time the public sentiment will 
have had time to express itself fully also relj w tl out any 
personal agitation on Ms part. Thi s certamly the most d g 
nified course, and I think will be the mo t po[ ilir I look 
upon his rejection as a very short-s gl tel ■md ne<i p ited act 
of hostility ; and regret that Clay hould 1 ave iffered party 
politics so far to have corroded 1 is natuiall> if n o ad 
chivalrous nature as to have been oonce me 1 n f B t u 1 a 
long and losing game as he has bee play ng pt to [ 1 tli 
noblest temper. 

The rejection by the Senate wt, unexpe tel I > Mr '\ n 
Buren, as it was by myself. "We 1 oti th ught tl ere vould 
have been talidng and tlireatening fl e Iject but that 1 e 
Vol. H.— 21 (31) 
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would Iiave been confirmed by a bai-e majority. This news 
took Iiira, therefore, by surprise, and when ho was sufTcring 
under indisposition ; hut he bore it with great equaniniiiiity. 
There were just at the time levees, and drawing room aiid state 
dinners, in honor of the Queen's birthday. He was in doubt 
whether to appear at them ; as it had been represented in the 
papers that the vote of rejectioa stripped him of his diplomatic 
functions, and rendered all that he had done nugatory, mJess 
sanctioned by the Senate. I advised him to take the field and 
show himself superior to the blow levelled at him ; at the same 
time I had the statement in the papers corrected and the fact 
made known, that his appointment and all Ms acts were valid 
until the end of the session of Oongri^ unless he should be 
previously recalled by the President. He accordingly appeared 
at all the court ceremonials ; and, to the credit of John Bull, 
was universally received with the most marked attention. 
Every one seemec. to understand and sympathize in his case ; 
and he has ever since been treated with more respect and atten- 
tion than before by the royal femOy, by the members of the 
present and the old cabinet, and the different pei-sons of the 
diplomatic corps. This I conader an earnest of the effect that 
will be produced hy the same cause in the United States. I 
should not be surprised if this vote of the Senate goes far 
towards ultimately elevating him to the presidential chair. 

The more I see of Mr. V. B., the more I feel confirmed in 
a strong personal regard for him. He is one of the gentlest 
and most amiable men I have ever met with ; with an affection- 
ate disposition that attaches itself to those around him, and wins 



their kindness in return. 



!, by the papers, how royally King 
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Stephen* has T>een acting. You know he went from here, re- 
leased from all hia debts by an act of bankruptcy, and in bad 
odor with hia creditors and the public. He returned, a short 
time since, with money in both pockets, and paid off all Hs 
debts with interest to the amount of several thousand pounds. 
Cooper, the actor of Covent Garden, received £1,000, which 
lie had considered lost. One of the creditors had died in the 
interim ; hut King Stephen sought out his heirs and paid the 
money punctually. The papers ate all loud in Hs praise, and 
it is pronounced " a splendid instance of honesty." 

Robert the DevO ia brouglit out in a higgledy-piggledy 
manner at various theatres ; the music but partially picked up 
by ear and by scraps. The real score of the music is purchased 
for the opera. 

Frank Mills has caught a dnmatic maniit, and aided in cook- 
ing up the piece for Drury L ne He wrjtb the stngs, and a 
Mr. Beasley (not Eeuben) the dialogue The succeaa at the two 
great theatres is not as great as vi ab oxpecte 1 I am glad to 
find Mills taking to tlie theatre, instead of the turf He is 
likely to lose lesa money by Pegasus than by a race horse. I 
caOed on him a day or two before the first performance of the 
play, not having seen him for many months. Hia servant said 
he waa not up ; but I aent word that the manager of the thea- 
tre wanted to see him, and he must come out in hia roie de 
chamlrc. There was no resisting the summons of a king of 
shreds and patches, and Mills was caught by one of those small 
hoaxes of which he is so fond. I had a very pleasant breakfeat 
with 'him. We brigthened the chain of old friendship. I have 
since dined tete^a tete, and been to the play with him, and been 
much amused with his gossip and vagaries in his new vein. 

* Stephen Price, formerly managec of tlio Park Theatre in New York. 
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The relation of this little hoax practised on Mills, 
who, it may he remembered, was an Oxonian, with 
whom he had become intimate some years before, 
brings to my mind a similar piece of fan which Mr. 
Ii-ving played off on Mathews, the eminent comedian, 
to whom lie had' given letters to America. He was 
in the theatre in London, when the great mimic, after 
his return from his professional tour in this comitry, 
gave a dramatic monologue in which he sei-red up 
Brother Jonathan in racy and relishing caricature. 
The travesty was very successful and was received by 
John Bull with great applause. After the perform- 
ance, Ml'. Irving stepped behind the scenes, and scut 
in a message to the player that an American was out- 
side and wished to speak with him. Mathews, who 
was changing liis dress, when startled at the unex- 
pected summons, came out at once in a state of nervous 
excitement, still struggHng into the sleeves of his coat. 
On seeing who his visitor was, his countenance imme- 
diately brightened, and seizing him by both hands, 
he exclaimed : " My God ! Irving, is it you, my deai- 
fellow ? I am very glad to see you." " Yes, it is me," 
said Mr. Irving, " but confess that you expected to 
find a tall Kentuckian with a gnn on his shoulder," 

In some further extracts from the letter to Peter, 
of March 6, already given in part, lie writes : , 

I shall endeavor, in the course of a few days, to make a 
flying visit to Binuingham, wbicli miist be my last one prior to 
my sailing for the TJ. S, I siiall endeavor to arraoge my afiairs, 
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SO as to cross from Southampton to Havre about the 1st of April, 
and to sail from tlience by the first packet that departs. 

* * * * Leslie will have three pictures at the Exhi- 
bition. — a fine scene from Catharine and Petruchio — a very 
cliarmrng family picture of the family of tlie Marquis of "West- 
minster {ci-devaat Lord Grosvenor) and a pretty picture of two 
figures from Sterne's Tristam Shandy, where the French 
Giisette is untwisting the papers from her hair and throwing 
them into Tristam's hat, who is examining one of them with 
an air of whimsical annoyance, finding it to he his travelling re- 
marks. 

I passed an evenmg at Leslie's not long since, when Peter 
Powell acted his melodrama in great style, and gave Hs oratorio 
into the bargain ; it was a great comic treat. 

Mr, Vaa Bm-en will leave London about the 1st April, and 
will probably visit Holland before coming to Paris. 

I write nothing about the cholera, because I scarcely think 
about it. 

On the 23d of March, Colonel Aepinwall had con- 
cluded a bai'gain with Colbum and Beiitley for 1,000 
gnineas, for the two vohnncs of the Alhambra, at six, 
nine, and twelve montlia ; and Mr. Irving was now all 
anxiety to be on the high eeaa, on his way to the 
home from which he had so long been severed. 
March 2Sth, he sends the dedication for the Ameri- 
can edition ; and April 2d, he was to leave London 
for Southampton, and embark on the 3d for Havre, 
where he expected to meet and take leave of Peter, 
who remained behind unable, from the infirm con- 
dition of his health, to attempt the voyage. He em- 
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barked at Havre Api-il 11, and aiTircct at New York 
Kay 21, after a passage of forty days. 

Our voyage [he writes to Peter] was rather boisterous and 
wintry, excepting tlio latter part, when we ran to the south into 
the latitude of the Bermudas, and found smooth seas and summer 
weather. The wind headed as we approached our port, and 
the ship had to come to anchor outside of the bar at the Hook; 
but I got into a newsboat at sea, had a dehghtful sail up the bay, 
and landed on one of the wharves of the city about sunset. 

Hia reception -was most cordial. The delight with 
which he renewed his acquaintance with his native 
country overflows ill his letters. 

I have boon absolutely overwhelmed [he writes to Poter] 
with the welcomes and felicitations of my friends. It seems as 
if all the old stand&rs of the city had called on me ; and I am 
continually in the midst of old associates who, thank God, have 
borne the wear and tear of seventeen years surprisingly, and are 
all in good health, good looks, and good circumstances. This, 
with the increased beauty, and multiplied conveniences and de- 
lights of the city, has rendered my return home wonderfully 
exciting. I have been in a tumult of enjoyment ever since my 
arrival ; am pleased with everything and everybody, and as 
happy as mortal being can be. 

The day on which the letter was wi'itten from 
which these extracts are taken, Mr. L-ving had to 
undei'go the severe ordeal of a public dinner, given to 
him by his early friends and townsmen, to express 
their gratification at !iis return, and to welcome him 
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to his native city. The warm and affectionate zeal 
■which had been displayed in getting it up could not 
but be deeply gratifying, and the testimonial was so 
cordial that he could not dechne the invitation, though 
loth at all times to any public exlaibition of himself, 
or anything that savored of parade or display. " I 
look forward to it with awe," he writes to Peter, " and 
shall be heartily glad when it is over." What made it 
the more trying to his neiwes, was that a speech would 
be expected from liim of course, and though bred to 
the bar, as we have seen, he was altogether unpractised 
in speaking in public, and from an over sensibility of 
temperament could not rely upon the control of his 
powers on such occasions. Some of his friends, to 
whom he expressed his apprehensions of a breakdown, 
advised him to put himself in ti-aining, bxit he shrunk 
from the idea of studied preparation, and said, though 
in danger of a breakdown under any circumstances, 
he would be sure of such a result if he undertook to 
marshal his thoughts, and arrange his words before- 
hand. He must therefore trust to luck, 

I was absent from the city when the dinner took 
place, but I have heai-d his early and honored friend 
Charles King, the President of Columbia College, pro- 
nounce it, years afterwai-d, the most successful public 
banquet ever given m the United States — the occ^ion 
was so rare, the homage so spontaneous, the hilarity 
so inspiring. It took place at the City Hotel. When 
Chancellor Kent, the eminent jurist, who presided on 
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theoecasion, had concluded a very compKmentaiy ad- 
dreBB, he gave ; " Our illustrious gurat, tliricc welcome 
to his native land." 

The rest I quote from one of the newspapers of the 
day, the Moraing Courier : 

Mr. Irving on rising was greatly agitated by tte warm 
cheers with which he was hailed. He observed that he be- 
lieved most of hia hearers were sensible of his being wholly 
unused to public spealting, but he should be wanting in the 
feehngs of human nature if he was not roused and excited by 
the present scene. — Afier renewed cheering, he pioceeded in, 
as nearly as can be recollected, the following words : — " I find 
myself, after a long absence of seventeen years, surroiinded 
by the friends of my youth — by those whom in my early days 
I was accustomed to look up to with veneration — by others, 
who, though personally new to me, I recognize as the sons of 
the patriarchs of my native city. The manner in which I have 
been received by them, has rendered this the proudest, the 
happiest moment of my life. And what has rendered it more 
poignant is, that I had been led, at times, to doubt my stand- 
ing in the affections of my countrymen. Rumors and sug- 
gestions had reached me [here Mr. 1. betrayed much emotion] 
that absence had impaired their kind feelings— that they con- 
sidered me alienated in heart from my country. Gentlemen, 
I was too proud to vindicate myself from such a charge ; nor 
should I have alluded to it at this time, if the warm and 
affectionate reception I have met with on all sides since my 
landing, and the overpowering testimonials of regard here 
offered me, had not proved that my misgivings were ground- 
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less. (Cheers and clapping here interrupted the speaher for a 
few momeats.) Never, certainly, did si man return to his 
native place after so long an absence under happier auspices. 
On my side I see changes, it is true, but they are the changes 
of rapid improvement and growing prosperity ; even the 
countenances of my old associates and townsmen have ap- 
peared to me but slightly affected by the lapse of years, though 
perhaps it was the glow of ancient friendship and heartfelt 
welcome beaming from them, that prevented me from seeing 
the ravages of time. 

" As to mv native city from the time I approached the 
tlllht ft ^ t "WId 
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wanus]. But how shall I describe my emotions when our city 
rose to sight, seated in the midst of its watery domain, stretch- 
ing away to a vast extent — when I beheld a glorious sunshine 
lighting Tip the shies and domes, some familiar to memory, others 
new and unknown, and beaming upon a forest of masts of 
every aation, extending as far as the eye could reach, I have 
gazed with admiration upon many a fair city and stately harbor, 
hut my admiration was cold and ineffectual, for I was a stranger, 
and had no property in the soil. Here, however, my heart 
Vol, II.— 21* 
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